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London, April 18. 

For the first time since J. Arthur 
Rank entered the industry every 
studio operated by the Rank Or- 
ganization is dark. The closure of 
Pinewood iast weekend, after the 
completion of “Trio” and the con- 
sequent dismissal of more than 200 
workers, is the biggest blow yet for 
British production. 

It’s hoped that the lights are out 
at Pinewood only for a short time 
and that “Clouded Yellow,” now 
on location, will move in very soon. 
This is the tragic climax to the 
biggest production program ever 
launched by a single group from 
British studios. At the peak period, 
four major studios and one minor 


outfit were working at full pres- 
sure. When the recession began 
to set in, the two Gainsborough 


studios were closed, and the Shep- 
herds Bush stages were sold for 
television, The contents and equip- 
ment of the Shepherds Bush and 
Islington lots were sold by auction. 
Some months later came the 
shuttering of Denham, and with it 
the axing of several hundred more 
technicians. This latter studio has 
been used intermittently during 


filmization of Disney's “Treasure 
Island’ and subsequently for lim- 
ited scenes on “Captain Horatio 
Hornblower,” both productions 
inade with American finance. 
Although there is no actual floor 
Shooting in progress at Pinewood, 
a staff of more than 800 is being 
retained on cutting, editing and 
recording of recent productions 
and also.a substantial administra- 
tive personnel, thus maintaining a 
big organization. 

The Pinewood crisis 
mentally a sequel of Rank's de- 
cision to restrict his own produc- 
tion and to make the studio avail- 
able for independents. There are 
(Continued on page 55) 





Drive-in Theatres 
Would Play Bands 


A completely new field may 
soon be opened to dance bands. 
General Artists Corp. is currently 
working on a deal to add drive-in 
theatres to their one-night band 
bookings. 

The strongest factor working 
against the idea is the weather. 
}Problem of what happens in case 
/of rain is the biggest drawback be- 
ing faced by GAC. One of the 
Plans advanced to overcome this 
Problem is the setting up of tents 
on the drive-in sites to accommo- 
daie the terpsters. 

If the plan pans out it will then 
rial to the drive-in operator to 
rmantry whether band wiil be fea- 
a in conjunction with a film or 
by a solo attraction. It’s figured 
4 GAC that the best bet would be 
“sd show shorts along with the band 
yasement, Patrons could then 

atch the quickies during the band 
teaks. 
“a the operation are still being 
veloped. 


9900 drive-j . . 
the U. a: in theatres throughout 








. the past few months, firstly on the | 


‘casters Sunday 


is funda-, 


However, ideas on how to | 


Every Rank Studio Is Dark for First IN 
Time Since He Entered Pix Industry 
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Winchell Prefers That 
Florida Sun Over Video 


Miami Beach, April 18. 

Deal for Walter Winchell to take 
on a video spot with his radio 
sponsor (Hudnut) picking up the 
tab will probably not go through, 
according to the columnist, who re- 
turned here this week for more 
sun. 

And that is the reason why: sun, 
According to Winchell, who cele- 
brated his 53d birthday on April 7, 
he ‘feels like 63 in New York and 
43 in Miami Beach.” With no 
coaxial cable to televise the pro- 
gram north (and incidentally, same 
goes for California, he says) it isn’t 
likely that he'll take up the deal 
offered. Not so long as he figures 
on spending most months of the 
year either in Florida or Cali- 
fornia. 


Catholics Ask 
TV Standards 


Washington, April 18. 

The National Council of Catholic 
Men called upon television broad- 
(16) to set up a 
code of standards barring programs 
“detrimental to the best moral in- 
terests of tele-viewers, 
the family group and the children 
of the family.” 

Catholic Men, at the final ses- 
sion of the 30th annual meeting, 
passed a resolution urging the FCC 
not to apply the first clause of the 
First Amendment to the Federal 
Constitution in the allocation of 
wavelengths to religious and other 
nonprofit organizations. 

Resolutions of thanks were voted 
to NBC, ABC and Mutual for pro- 
viding free time for “Catholic 
Hour,” “Hour of Faith,” and “Faith 
in Our Time.” 

In the statement on video, the 

(Continued on page 55) 


PETRILLO OK ON AUTRY 
CRACKING AFM TV HOLD 


Chicago, April 18. 
Widening crack in the American 
Federation of Musicians’ strangle- 








hold on music for films on tele- 
vision was made with James Pe- 
trillo giving the okay for Gene 


Autry to use musicians in the trial 
set of half-hour pix that the cow- 
boy star is making for video with- 
out a definite sponsor. Deal was 
made directly with the union head, 
| and it’s understood that Les Atlass, 
| Chi CBS v.p., had a hand in the 
negotiations. As yet, no terms have 
| been set for the scale. 

' Only in the past two weeks Pe- 
| trillo has cracked down on several 


There are close to 2,-| tele film producers, and one or two 
| Similar companies have been fu- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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By HERB GOLDEN 
Despite the encroachment of 
television, night baseball and a 
myriad of other forms of entertain- 
ment since the end of the war, 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


circus is expected during the cur- 
rent season to equal or top the all- 
time record take of $6,000,000 gar- 
nered in its 34-week run last year. 
Of that total, approximately $1,- 
500,000 was taken out of Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., in 33 days. 
Gross since the show’s current sea- 
son opened there April 5 is run- 
ning slightly ahead of the 1949 
mark, with an all-time single day’s 
record hung up last Saturday (15). 
Take that day was $75,000, about 
$2,500 ahead of the equivalent ses- 
sion last year. That was the show’s 
previous single day high. 
Showmen see in itinose figures, 
hung up during a period when a 


virtual revolution in show biz 
media has started gaining steam, 
cleat indication of the enduring 


of basic’ entertainment 
forms. When one of the world’s 
oldest types of organized amuse- 
ment can garner ' grosses that 
dwarf even the staggering totals 


racked up by its varied latter-day | 
a wel-. 


competitors, showmen see 
come rock-bottom stability in the 
entire entertainment field despite 
seething surface changes. 
RB-B&B has had its share, of 
course, of superficial revisions. It’s 
(Continued on page 52) 





Resort Bookers 
Rehearse That 
Worried Look 


Talent agencies serving the so- 
called borscht circuit are sanguine 
they'll get same volume of. busi- 
ness this year as previously. 
anticipated that the larger hotels 
will continue use of names, while 
the smaller spots may attempt a 


better grade of talent to lure 
the vacationists. 

All the N. Y. State mountain 
inns are currently focusing on 


Decoration Day (May 39) biz. A 
full house that date is generally a 
barometer of a gooG summer, and 
it’s likely that talent budgets will 
be heavier at that time because 
of the fact that the summer slack 
in niteries will not have set in as 
yet and hotelmen will have to 
compete with cafes for the better 
grade acts. 

Major worry among the agen- 
cies and the innkeepers is the pos- 
sibility that many spots will have 
to slash prices. This is likely to 
happen in the smaller places, 
which last year were getting prices 
almost comparative te some of the 
top hotels. If cuts are drastic, 
italent budgets will be held down. 


It’s | 


96,000,000: BARNUM WAS RIGHT 





‘Hwood Influence: Rasslers Aver TV 


) K-C.s Them B.0.; Big 10's 





Jolson Yens Gershwin’s 
‘Porgy’ as Whiteface Pic 
Al Jolson is trying to buy screen 

rights to George Gershwin’'s 

“Porgy and Bess” so that he can 

both produce the pic and play 

Porgy whiteface. Jolson, who 

planed back to the Coast over the 

weekend, opened negotiations with 

Lawrence Langner, co-director of 

Theatre Guild, and the Gershwin 

estate while in Gotham last week. 

He is figured to have the inside 

track because of his friendship 

with Gershwin when the. song- 
writer was alive. 
Meanwhile, Jolson plans to go to 

Israel for a short visit, probably in 

May. 


Bing Willing On 
TY; Awaits Show 


Bing Crosby indicated during his 
stayin New York last week that 
he’d be ready and willing to make 
the plunge into television by next 
year. One of the major holdouts 
from TV among the top radio per- 
formers, Crosby declared he wants 
to “wait and see” and figure out 
| the best type of show before teeing 
off in video. 

Groaner watched the Bob Hope 
TV show Easter Sunday (9) via 
NBC, which is believed to have 
| prompted his decision to enter the 
newer medium. He said, however, 
that he would like to confine his 
video activities to one show a 
month, on the basis that that's all 
the time he would have because 
of his radio, film, recording and 
other activities. When, as and if 
he starts with TV, he’ll probably 
ride with CBS, with whom he’s now 
under contract for radio. 





Gridcast Ban 


Hollywood, April 18. 


Hollywood Legion Stadium 
closed down at bout-time last night 
(17) when wrestlers refused to per- 
form before KTSL television cam- 
eras. Stadium committee chairman 
Leonard Jacobsen strode into the 
ring to inform the capacity house 
that the Stadium was bound to 
honor its contract with KTSL but 
the wrestlers had refused to work, 
forcing the Legion to forego the 
bouts. Money was refunded. 
KTSL moved cameras into arena 
last night for the first time in 12 
weeks. Wrestlers were forewarned, 
but neither station nor Legion 
knew until 8:20 that the grunt-and- 
groaners would refuse to work. 

Tele was originally yanked from 


the Stadium when wrestlers com- 
plained that five nights weekly of 
video was ruining the gate, of 


which they received a percentage. 


' Following the ban, wrestlers and 
John Doyle, local booker, linked 
with Music Corp. of America, 


arranged to have two nights of tele- 
vision weekly, figuring it would 
keep viewers rasslin-conscious but 
not ruin the gate. Last night 
(Continued on page 38) 





Folsom’s TV Q. & A. Direct 
To His RCA Customers 


The unusual of a tycoon speak- 
ing directly to his customers may 
be seen on the NBC television net- 
work when and if Radio Corp. of 
America prexy Frank M. Folsom 
goes on TV with a Q. and A. 
routine on what’s-wrong-with-my- 
television-set, how-can-reception- 
be-improved, etc. 

Folsom is w.k. by now im show 
business as an executive who per- 
sonally acknowledges manifold cus- 
tomer calls and letters on TV set 
problems. As for show business 
executives, he makes it a personal 
issue to get their home receivers 
shipshape as the most direct public 
relations assets im winning friends 
and influencing people in favor of 
his RCA product. 
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(BS Out of Bounds to Metro Stars In 


Huffy Hassle Over Studio Credits 


+ 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Metro is madder’n hornet at CBS 
and has declared the network out 
of bounds to its stars. It’s all over 
where the studio’s credits belong 
on a show. Net and sponsors say 
at the end, M-G says up front 
where they can’t be raced and 
sloughed. 

Were it not that Cary Grant 
pulled out of last week's “Sus- 
pense” broadcast because of illness 
day before the airing, everything 
would still be sweetness and light. 
Caught with their star down, Co- 
lumbians frantically sought a sub- 
stitute and Metro obliged with Van 
Johnson. Thankful for their good 
fortune. they promised a midway 
plug for the studio, its star and a 
current release. But they reckoned 
without the sponsor, Auto-Lite. 
They would have none of it and 
ordered the network to put the 
“courtesy” at the close, where it 
has always been and where it right- 
fully belongs. That created a small 
crisis but M-G’s Les Peterson re- 
lented rather than pull Johnson a 
few hours before broadcast time. 


When Peterson reported back to 
his Metro bosses they steamed and 
castigated CBS for reneging on its 
word. Then the ultimatum went 
out—no more Metro stars or prop- 
erties on CBS shows. That's where 
it stands as of this date, and no 
overtures have been made by 
either to effect a truce. The atti- 


tude of the contending camps 
seems to be, “let them come to 
us.” 


Over a Quiet Beer 

One of these days soon, however, 
there'll be a quiet luncheon and 
over their vittles M-G’s L. K. Sid- 
ney and Columbia’s Howard 
Meighan will straighten out the 
whole mess with a smile and a 
handshake. They both need each 
other too badly, being giants in 
their respective mediums. If the 
plugs aren't pushed up front, they’ll 
at least get a slow and easy ride 


(Continued on page 63) 


RKO-Pathe Now Shoots 
Its Shorts With Dual 
Soundtracks, One for TY 


With its eye on the television 
market, RKO-Pathe, RKO’s shorts 
production subsid, has switched to 
a new technique in the shooting of 
briefies. Company is now turning 
out all its shorts with two sound 
tracks, one of the standard type 
which incorporates both musical 
‘background and dialog, the other 
with dialog but without music. 
RKO-Pathe is believed to be the 
first major shorts producer to 
swing into dual soundtrack produc- 
tion. 


New technique would permit 
RKO te market its shorts on tele- 
vision despite the long-standing 
ban against use of film soundtrack 
musie on video imposed by James 
C. Petrillo, top-kick for the Ameri- 
.can Federation of Musicians. Num- 
ber of companies have tried to 
&cissor musical backgrounds in or- 
der to make films salable to video 


but all attempts have proven un- | 


workable so far because of the 
complete merger of music and talk. 

Universal, for one, experimented 
on oldie westerns for several years 





Trammell, Robinson To 


Get Freedoms Awards | 
| Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS vee. | 


pee, and Niles Trammell, NBC 


board chairman, 
ceive awards from the Freedoms | 
Foundation in N. Y.’s Town Hall} 
Friday (21) afternoon. In the film | 
field, J. F. Dowhurst and Philip 
Ragan will accept med \s for 16m 
pix. 

Honors will also go for cartoons, 


ad campaigns, magazine articles, 
editorials and company  publica- 
tions. 


Reagan Makes Last-Ditch 
Appeal to Actors Equity 
Re Video Jurisdiction 


Ronald Reagan, president of the | 
Screen Actors Guild, yesterday 
(Tues.) made a last-ditch appeal 
to Actors Equity to present the 
film union’s stand on the knotty 
video talent jurisdictional ques- 
tion. Result of Reagan's pitch will 
be learned today (Wed.) at the 
meeting of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, parent 
body of the performer unions, 
when Television Authority presses 
for immediate action on the issue. 

Equity session, at which other 
4A’s unions were represented, 
lasted far into the night. 

The SAG prexy feels that mem- 
bers of the five unions in TVA 
(American Federation of Radio 
Artists, American Guild of Variety 
Artists, Actors Equity, Chorus 
Equity and American Guild of Mu- 

(Continued on page 63) 


NY. State Amus, Bd. 
Swears in Wage Panel 


Minimum wage board for the 
amusement industry of N. Y. state 
was sworn in yesterday ‘Tues.) in 
New York City by State Industrial 
Commissioner Edward Corsi. Panel 
is composed of reps of employers, 
employees and the public. It will 
assist Corsi in setting up minimum 
wage scales for industry workers 
considered in need of such pro- | 
tection. 

Management delegates to the, 
board include Samuel Rosen, vee- | 
pee-treasurer, Fabian Theatres; 
George Kister, prez Coney Is- 
land Chamber of Commerce, and | 
Charles Buonomo, head of the 
N. Y. State Bowling Assn. Labor | 
reps are Michael Mungovern, vee- 
pee, N. Y. State Federation of | 
Labor and state head of Motion | 
Picture Operators Union, Albion, | 
N. Y.; Alfred Harding, Actors | 
Equity, and Thomas Shortman, | 
Building Service Employees Union. | 

Representing the public on the | 
panel are former Supreme Court 
Justice Francis Giaccone; Henry | 
V. Poor, an attorney, 





and Mrs. | 
Florence Kreckel, prez of the Pro- | 
fessional Women’s Club of Roch-| 
ester. 


Monte Blue’s Vaudshow 


Dallas, April 18. 

| Monte Blue, star of silent pics, 
| will 
water show at the Southwest Sports | 
j} and Vacation Show. 

| Display will be held at the Fair. 





, 


are among the | 
show business figures who will re- | 


| 








WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 
Held over (and indef) the Fifty 
Red and Gun Club, Milferd, Pa. for 
the trout season despite the protests 
of 
My Representative 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


See K.0. or Big 
_ Cut in 20% Tax 


Washington, April 18. 

House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee hopes to begin voting tomorrow 
(Wed.) on either elimination of 
the Federal amusement tax or one 
of the several alternatives pro- 
posed. Reports are strong that the 
film industry, even if it does not 
succeed in getting the entire ad- 
mission ‘tax lifted, will obtain a 
cutback, due in the main to the 
strong lobbying job turned in by 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations’ tax committee. 








Alternative believed most likely | 


to succeed is an across-the-board 
cut of 25% to 50% in all excise 
taxes. One believed less likely is 
a suggested percentage cut only in 
the wartime boosts in the excise 
taxes, not in the taxes themselves. 
In addition, the committee is mull- 
ing a cut of two-thirds in filmeries’ 
currert 20° bite. Regardless of 
the outcome, the feeling is ripe 
that the House is more sympathetic 
to a cut in the pix admission tax 
than in any other levy. 





Cripps Shuns B.O. Tax 
London, April 18. 


Film industry was brushed off in 
Sir Stafford Cripps’ budget which 


was presented. to the House of. 


Commons tonight (Tues.). No men- 
tion whatever was made of the En- 
tertainments tax. 


Meanwhile, it’s understood that 
the industry will press its case for 


tax reduction and other conces- | 


sions during the forthcoming Com- 
mons debate on the budget. 


London Palladium Sets 
U.S. Toppers for Summer 





Larry Parks and Betty Garrett | 


are the latest names to sign for a 
stand at the Palladium, London. 
They’re slated to open there May 
29. Palladium is trying to get 


emcee an ll-act stage and| Bob Hope for an appearance thete. | 


However, it’s unlikely for this 


season since comedian’s film com- | 


‘Without succeeding in preserving | Park Auto Bidg., from April 28 mitments for Paramount and tour 















































continuity. '1o0 May 7. : . 
_ 4,19 
Subseription Order Form 
Enclosed find check for $ 
Please send VARIETY for pee veer | 
To igs sinc wt ties he tca:-e- ab. ater hac thins ee>d ‘ 
(Please Print Name) 
ee POs edeawndabecerwes > Peer ee ae ee 
Ae tea ebececue OS ee | ee ; 
Regular Subscription Retes 
One Year—$10.00 Two Years——$18.00 
Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional per Year | 
VARIETY nc. 
154 West 4éth Street New York 19, N. Y. i 














tm ne nm 


of. one-nighters this summer will 
| keep him occupied. 


| The Parks-Garrett pact gives the 


Palladium one of the strongest 
| lineups of American acts to play 
| London in a single season. Fol- 
|lowing current 
Thomas, house has set Tony Mar- 
tin to open April 24, Dorothy La- 
/mour, May 8; Parks and Miss 
\Garrett, May 29; Jack Benny, 
June 19; Abbott and Costello, 


July 10 and Jimmy Durante, 
July 31. 





Benny Troupe to London 

Hollywood, April 18. 
Jack Benny will follow up his 

tour of 21 one-nighters with three 


weeks at the Palladium in London. | 
It’s his second time around. and. 


opens June 19 with Rochester and 
Phil Harris. 

They sail with their wives June 
8 on the Queen Mary. | 


‘ 





stand of Danny) 


Hornblow Accents Inevitability 


os So 





| Chi ‘Variety’ Office Into 


Chicago, April 18. 
_ Variety’s Chi office moves Sat- 
‘urday (22) to new quarters at 612 
'North Michigan avenue, Chicago 
| BS. 
i ware 7-4984. 

Present staff of Don Wilson, Leo 
Zabelin, Bob Chandler and Farrell 
Davisson will be augmented with 
addition cf Walter Robinson, for- 
merly with Hilton Hotels chain. 


New Location on Sat. (22) | 





Oldsmobile Sponsoring 
Telefilm Series on Home 
Life of Coast Pic Stars 


Chicago, April 18. 

Oldsmobile will sponsor a series 
of television films which will be 
rolled at Jerry Fairbanks Produc- 
tions in Hollywood. Olds has al- 
ready made two 30-minute pix 
using Fairbanks’ multi-cam_ proc- 
ess. These films will be shown in 
two markets to get audience re- 
action prior to shoving off with the 
remaining 24 pix. 

Series will be beamed under the 
title, “Rocket to the Stars.” First 
two pix featured Charles Laugh- 
ton, Elsa Lanchester, David Niven, 
Martha Tilton, the Modernaires 
and Veloz and Yolanda. Entire 
series, according to Warren, will 
be filmed at the homes of different 
Hollywood freelance name thesps 
using a completely informal back- 
ground. 

Olds hopes to do a major public 
relations job for Hollywood and 
thus eventually 
studios to the point where they 
will allow their contract players to 
do some of the pix. No network 
has been set for the series. 





Turner Successor 


To Be Named Shortly 


Choice of an attorney for the As- 

sociated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica, succeeding the late Paul N. 
;Turner, will probably be made 
within the next couple of weeks. 
Committee to handle the matter 
is to be named at the meeting to- 
;dav (Wed.) of the 4A’s interna- 
tional board. Turner, who had 
i been attorney for the 4A’s and 
Actors Equity for many years, died 
recently. 

There’s understood to be some 
sentiment among 4A’s board mem- 
| bers in favor of selecting an attor- 
ney not associated with any of the 
parent union’: affiliates. 


tive secretary of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, has rec- 
ommended the appointment of Jo- 
nas Silverstone, AGVA attorney, 
for the 4A’s post. 

A. Frank Reel, executive-secre- 


_tary of the American Federation of | 
Radio Artists, reportedly has also. 


applied for the 4A's legal assign- 
ment. Although he is committed to 


‘remain with AFRA pending com-. 
pietion of Television Authority ne- | 
gotiations, he revealed he has ar- | 
ranged to join the law firm of) 


George Marlin & Milton Sanberg 
immediately afterward. 

Henry Jaffe, attorney for AFRA 
and the American Guild of Musical 
‘Artists, is understood to 


Brownstein, Turner’s associate 
counsel for Equity, was not asso- 
_ciated with him on the 4A’s assign- 
ment and is not believed to be a 
candidate for it. 





Aronson, Gilder Among 
50 Guggenheim Winners 


/and Rosamund Gilder, onetime edi- 
tor of Theatre Arts monthly, were 
among those inciuded in the John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation awards handed out 
Sundays (16). 
with the United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Org., is 
planning a history of the modern 
American theatre, 

Other winners included com- 
posers Gerald R. Kechley, Roger 
John Goeb, Robert Eugene Ward, 
Lee Smit, 
_Elliott Cook Carter, Jr., Ben Brian 
| Weber and Harry Partch. 


,plain fact+is that American ;, 


New phone number. is Dela-| 


loosen up major | 


‘that work.” 
‘ 

However, | 
‘Henry Dunn, national administra- | 


have | 
‘turned down the 4A’s post. Rebecca | 


Boris Aronson, stage designer, : 


$50,000, and Jack Benny | 
| stand at the Roxy, N. Y., which was 
 $40.000. 

Miss Gilder, now | 


/Her previous vaude salary \ 
' $1,000. 


Irving Gifford Fine, , 


Of H'wood's Expanding Global Prod 


+ Giant growth in Hollywood's 


pro- 
Metro 
Jri in 


duction abroad is seen py 
producer Arthur Hornblow 
the face of whatever unio: objec 
- Jec- 
tions are raised on the Coast. “Ww 
have only just started our Spread 
overseas,” Hornblow | said. “The 
’ \dus- 
try is assuming a worldwide scale.” 

Unions must think on the injey. 
national level or they will inhipi: 
the American industry and squeeze 
it dry, Hornblow contends. fe he. 
lievés Hollywood labor leaders \j| 
come around to that opinion 
though there are certain’ reaction. 
ary elements not giving the . 
ter enough thought.” By produc neg 
overseas, producer asserts we 
hold on to our European market« 
and bring back the life blood of 
this industry, overseas dollars 

Apropos of the international 
swing, Hornblow may make a film 
for Metro in Norway and Sweden 
during the year. He and his wife 
Leonora, head for the Continent 
April 28 for a one-month visit. Cou- 
ple will spend one week in Stock- 
holm studying the possibilities of 
production there. Balance of 
will be in Paris. 

If he goes ahead with the Scan 
dinavian venture, it will follow “4 
Young Wives’ Tale,” which 
on the Culver City lot in August, 
Hornblow will also be teamed by 
Metro with director John Huston 


Slay 


starts 


on another pic, since the lot likes 
their joint efforts on “The Asphalt 
Jungle,” film just completed. For 


the first time in his film caree: 
Hornblow may write a script—ihat 
for the Scandinavian film. He is 
currently working with his wife. a 
novelist, on the story. Idea 
dramatize standard bus tours which 
carry passengers through a dozen 
European countries. 

“We're all going to travel a great 
deal more than we've done in the 
past.”” Hornblow said. “I think most 
of the boys are taking a sensible 
attitude on this. Hollywood would 
fall upon its worst days if income | 
from overseas sources were 're-‘ 
stricted. The money earned 


I< 10 


for 


the industry overseas helps to car- [ 


ry it and helps the indivdua!. too. 
The industry puts that money back 
in the employment of people in 
Hollywood.” 
Hornblow cited “Quo 


\ ad = 


Metro’s big pic, which will be made } 
in Rome, as an example of how 
this activity helps Hollywood 
“That film could not be made in 


Hollywood. It would be too costly 
and the facilities and backgrounds 
are not available. The thousands 
of extras are literally no longer ob- 
tainable on the Coast. The film 
would have been dropped and (he 
people sent from Hollywood to 
Rome on it would not have goiien 


The Production Code 

On censorship, Hornblow thinks 
the production code is essential. 
“What the code needs is a liberal 
and sympathetic interpretation 
Like the Constitution, it should} 
grow over the years. There is 4” 
inctination to make its interpreta- 
tion too rigid. Joseph Breen | Pro- 
duction Code Administrator) has 


—— 





done his best to keep the code | 
alive but he has been cramped by | 
pressure groups aad a bluenose af- 
titude outside the industry.” 
“Films function under a 
‘Continued on page 55) 


Betty Grable-James Unit 
At 356, Plus %, May 
Bow in at N.Y. Roxy 


Hollywood, Apri! 18 

Actress Betty Grable and hus- 
band-bandleader Harry James aie 
being paired for a series of theatre 
dates. They’ll head a_ packace, 
which is being submitted at $35 
000 and percentages, third highest 
vaude salary on record. Higher 
guarantees were obtained by Bob 
Hope on his recent date at the 


Paramount, N. Y., where he “ 
for his 


disci 





os 











It would be Miss Grable’s fi'*' 
vaude appearance in many \¢e'''* 
as 
James hasn't been too a 
tive in theatres for some time 

Likely to get first crack ai t¢ 
Grable-James combine wil! be th 
Roxy, 20th-Fox outlet in Neva 
York. Negotiations are reporte ) 
under way, but some kinks are st)! 4 
to be irened out. 2 
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Par's s Yen for DuMont Profits Cued 


Fight for Management Control 


Naming of Barney Balaban, Par-+ 
amount’s prez, and Edwin L. Weis}, 
executive committee member, as 
directors of Allen B. DuMont Labs 
follows in the wake of a losing 
drive by the film company to win 
effective control of the television 
company, it has been learned. Par 
has just ended an uns successful bat- 
tle to convince DuMont’s manage- 
ment that. its 560,000 shares of 
“B” stock should be converted into 
“a” shares. Had the request been 
granted, the film company could 
have voted in a majority of the 
board. 

Par’s holdings in DuMont are 
now considered by the major as a 
prime peg in its operations. All 
further attempts to sell the hold- 
ings which include both the “B” 
stock and 48,000 shares of “A” are 
definitely over, according to a com- 
pany spokesman. Only if an offer 
far exceeding those made in the 
past comes along will Par reopen 
the question of liquidating its in- 
terest. 

When the major owned a gigan- 


tic theatre chain, the DuMont in- 
terests “didn’t matter much,” it is 
said. But the holdings are far 


more important at the present be- 
cause of the smaller profits derived 
from film distribution. In the first 
quarter of the present year, equiva- 
lent DuMont earnings are.close to 
$1 per share, it is disclosed. Hence, 
Par’s quarterly take can be over 
$500,000 as against its $1,400,000 
from all other operations. 

With Balaban and Weis! on the 
DuMont board, DuMont’s station 


(Continued on page 18) 


Dan O’Shea Resigns As 
Selznick’s Prexy With 
DOS’ Shift to Europe 


Daniel T. O’Shea, who has long 
been associated with David O. Selz- 
nick, resigned yesterday (Tuesday) 
as president of Selznick’s Vanguard 
Films and exec director of the Selz- 
nick Studios. O’Shea is under- 
stood planning to set up law offices 
on the Coast to handle the affairs 
of film personalities and financing 
problems. 

O’Shea and Selznick had long 





been planning to split as result of) 
the producer's closing down of the | 


studio and move of production ac- 
tivities in the immediate future to 
Europe. Break was completely 
cordial. 

“The reason for my resignation,” 
said O'Shea, 
job is completed, now that Van- 
guard has removed its headquar: 
ters from Hollywood to New York.” 
He added that before going ahead 
with other plans he’d take a rest. 
He is on the Coast currently. 

Selznick, in New York, com- 
mented that the “parting of the 
ways” was “inevitably dictated by 
transfer of my headquarters to 
New York and my production ac- 
tivities to Europe.” 


Prior to joining Selznick Inter- | 


national Pictures as_ secretary, 
O'Shea was in the RKO legal de- 
partment in New York and then 


resident counse! at the RKO stu- 
dios, 





Goldwyns to Celebrate 
25th Anni on High Seas 


Samuel Goldwyn and wife 
rances, sail from New York Sat- 
urday (22) on the Queen Mary to 
visit France, Italy, Israel, Ger- 
many, Austria and England. They'll 
© away for several months, 

Goldwyns will celebrate their 
Silver wedding anniversary aboard 
the ship Sunday (23). They were 
married at Jersey City April 23, 
1925, following Mrs. Goldwyn’s 
appearance on Broadway in Gilbert 
Miller’s “The Best People.” 

In Germany the Goldwyns will 
Visit their son, Samuel, Jr., who is 
Sathering material for a screen- 
Play about American occupation 
troops labeled, “No Time Like the 
Present.” Young Goldwyn will 
Produce the pic. 


against double-billing. 


“is simply that my) 





Mack Sennett, Novelist 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Maek Sennett wound up three 
years’ work, shipping his 480-page 
manuscript of novel, “The Quince,” 
to Doubleday, Doran at publisher's 
request. 

Alternate title is “Don’t Step On 
My Dreams.” It’s written some- 
what in film script form. 


Reissues No B.0.; 
Majors Also Yen 
Move to Solo Pix 


That gold 





once sighted by the 
major film companies in reissues 
has almost turned to dross. Fol- 
lowing announcement by 20th-Fox 
prez’ Spyros P. Skouras last week 
that his company was abandoning 
distribution of all reissues hence- 
forth, a survey of the other com- 
panies shows them to have cut 
their once-ambitious plans for the 
oldies to the bone, mainly because 
few of them cafi do enough busi- 
ness in the present market to merit 
the expense involved in turning 
out new prints, accessories, ctc. 

Skouras. in explaining his rea- 
sons for eliminating reissues, said 
|20th would concentrate exclusively 
on new pictures to promote hetter 
| grosses generally. That line is also 
being followed by 
| panies. Various sales chiefs inii- 
| mated that. in line with the current 
drive to attract new customers.to 
the boxoffice and revive the filin- 
going habit among others, the em- 
phasis must be put on new pic- 
tures. For that reason, 20th, Metro 
and some of the other majors have 
set their sights on an immediate 
boost in production of top-quality 
features. 


Elimination of reissues may also | 
fight | 


play its part in the mafors’ 
With their 
production of B films either .aban- 


many exhibitors have been utijliz- 
ing reissues for the lower half of 
their double bills. 
become scarce on the market, it 
may swing the trend toward fur- 
ther experimentation in single film 
policies. With all the majors ex- 
pected to be headed for divorce- 
iment eventually, it is believed they 
would back a switch to single-fea- 
ture playdates. 

Metro. which like 20th had es- 
tablished a separate department 
for reissue sales, has none coming 
up at this time. Company last 
year released “Wizard of Oz” and 
“Johnny Eager.’ but to date this 
year has put only “Blossoms in the 

(Continued on page 9) 





Chaplin’s Reissue Well 
Rec’d; Nothing Untoward 


On the basis of a satisfactory 
first week's biz at the Globe, N. Y., 
and lack of political repercussions, 
‘United Artists is going ahead with 
national reissue plans for Charles 
Chaplin’s “City Lights.” Distrib 
this week ordered new prints and 
put a new pressbook and acces- 
sories into work. . 

Globe did $26,000. While that is 
not considered sensational by any 
means, it nevertheless is substan- 
tial and a great deal more than 
the house averages. Aside from 
business, however, UA was anxious 
to learn whether there would be 
picketing or other demonstrations 
by Catholic War Veterans and simi- 
lar groups which have publicly ob- 
jected to Chaplin pix on political 
and moral grounds in the past. 

Theatre and distrib received a 
total of only three letters of pro- 
test and they were of the crank 
type. UA felt, as a result, that it 
would be worthwhile to go ahead 

; with the national release. 


the other com- | 


; ) |chain’s common has 
doned entirely or on the decline, | 


If these, too, | 


AKO TACTICS MAY 





the tactics of Howard Hughes, 
| dominant stockholder in RKO, and 
the upshot of that burnt-up feeling 
may be a_ general hardening 
towards all anti-trust decrees cov- 
ering the film industry. Dept. of 
Justice gave evidence of its resent- 
ment yesterday (Tues.) when it un- 
folded a new demand that the by- 
jlaws of both RKO’s production-dis- 
tribution unit and the divorced 


theatre circuit include a sweeping | 


ban against 
more than 1}! 
companies. 
As for Hughes, the D. of J. will 
demand today (Wed.) at a New 
York federal court hearing that 
the RKO production chief deposit 
his 24% interest in the company 
with a  judicially-named_ trustee 
within 30 days. Government has 
heretofore been fairly lenient with 
requests from Paramount’ and 
RKO for changes in their decrees. 
But Justice legalites are now up- 
in-arms over RKO’s request for 
three more years before splitting, 
and that attitude is expected to be 
reflected in future negotiations 
with Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox. 
To bulwark its demand against 
1% common ownership, the Gov- 
(Continued on page 18) 


TV'S PENDULUM 
EFFECT ON 2 
PAR STOCKS 


Peculiar and far-reaching effect 
of television’s competition to films 
is credited by Wall street insiders 
for a dramatic shift in comparative 
price quotes on Paramount and 
United Paramount’s.common stock 
in the past month. Production- 
distribution company’s shares have 


stockholders owning 
% commonly in both 


| gradually gained during the last 60 | 
days from a low in the neighbor- | 


hood of 17 to its present high of 21. 
On the other hand, the 
been sliding 
from a past high of 21 to a present 
17 and a fraction. 

Reversal in positions has been 
causing wide comment as illustrat- 
ing the changed approach to the 
two halves of the industry by in- 
vestors. Shortly after divorcement, 


(Continued on page 18) 
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HARDEN DEGREES 


The Government is sizzline over 


theatre | 


MPAA’s Cool-Off Period for ‘Hot’ Pix 


Hampered by Legal Fear of Boycotts 





- 
| 
Bergson Quitting? 
Washington, April 18. | 
Settlement of Government’s anti- 
trust action against 20th-Fox, War- 
ners and Loew’s may hit another 
snag. Herbert A. Bergson, assistant 
attorney-general in charge of anti- 


trust affairs, is reported readying 
his resignation from the Dept. of 
Justice to enter private law prac- 


tice in D.C. and New York. 
Bergson has handled the consent 
decrees with Paramount, RKO, the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers and others. 


Ponder Vendetta 
Angle in Jackson 


Probe of H'wood 


There is considerable specula- 
tion among industry insiders as to 
whether some elements of personal 
vendetta may not be involved in 
the acceptance by Judge Stephen 
S. Jackson of the post of Holly- 
wood investigator for Senator Ed- 
win’ C. Johnson’s Interstate Com- 
merce subcommittee. Group will 
hold hearings in Washington May 
15 on Johnson’s bill for Federal 
licensing of the film industry. 

Jackson, who will serve as a 
combo investigator and counsel for 
| the subcommittee, was formerly 
| acting head of the industry’s Pro- 
| duction Code Administration. He 
served while Administrator Joseph 
I. Breen was in ill health a few 
years ago, and the plan was that 
he should eventually take over 
Breen’s post permanently. 

As it worked out, however, he 
proved unpopular in Hollywood 
and became the center of consid- 


(Continued on page 4) 








Clift Scripting | 
Montgomery Clift, currently liv- 
ing in New York, is collaborating | 
with legit actor Kevin McCarthy 
on an original screenplay. He has 
no film or stage commitments and 
isn’t looking for any until fall. His 
attitude then will depend primari- 
ly on the quality of the script. 
The star has two films waiting 
release. 


National ‘Roxablice Survey 


H.O.s, 
‘Wabash,’ 


Film biz in key city first runs is 
spotty this week. Sporadic grosses 
,are attributed for the most part to 
‘the number of holdovers resulting 
from pix that teed off during the 
previous stanza (Easter), plus the 
first good spring weather. Baseball 
cities also have an apprehensive 
eye on the new season’s opener 
yesterday (Tues.). 


‘Dozen,’ 


“Third Man” (SRO), “Wabash 
Avenue” (20th), “Cheaper by 
Dozen” (20th) and “Riding High” 


(Par) led the big parade this ses- 
sion, but more on the basis of their 
numerous playdates than because 
of exceptional strength. “Man” 
perked a sliding St. Louis to top 
the town with $17,000, did a nice 
$16,000 in Baltimore, strong $17,- 
500 for-second San Francisco week 
but only fair $7,500 in Los Angeles. 


“Wabash” topped Montreal with 
great $22,000, earned big $16,000 
in Denver, okay $6,000 for its sec- 
ond Seattle round but only a thin 
$11,000 in Frisco. “Dozen” clicked 
to boff $30,000 opener in Philadel- 


phia, okay $15,000 in Montreal, hot , 
1 $20,000 for second D.C. stanza, big | 


Balmy Spring Nick Film Biz; 


‘3d Man,’ 


‘Riding’ Lead B.O. 


$14,000 for second week irf Pitt but 
slid to fair $80,000 in N. Y. “High” 


topped Minneapolis with huge $18,- 


000, pulled strong $85,000 in N. Y. 
and, on second weeks, did oke $16,- 
500 in L. A., good $14,500 in Den- 
ver and strong $9,000 in Balto. 

Other top pix are either winding 
lengthy runs, such as “Cinderella” 
(RKO) and “Francis” (U) or are 
not playing enough situations yet 
to judge their strength. “Cindy,” 
backed by sock exploitation, 
grabbed off smash $52,000 in four 
Toronto houses this frame, 
“Francis” topped D. C. 
$9,000. 

Other pix shaping well 
“Comanche Territory” (U), getting 
strong $25.000 for second N. Y. 
round; “Love Happy,” okay $18,000 
for second N. Y. week but down to 
thin $4,000 for second round in 
Pitt; and “Daughter of Rosie 
O’Grady” (WB), still topping 


while 
with big 


are 


_ Broadway with socko $148,000 for 


third Music Hali round, and huge 
$36,000 in L.A 


(Comp! Roroffice Reports 
on Pages 12-13) 
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Severe legal barriers stand in the 
way of concerted industry action 
to prevent b.o. exploitation of mis- 
conduct of stars and Hollywood 
Such action on two fronts 
is now under consideration by the 
board of directors of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. 

MPAA would first like to prevent 
use in advertising of any words or 
suggestions that capitalize on licen- 
tious publicity concerning persons 
connected with a picture. Second- 
ly, organization would like to force 
a delay in release of any film with 
which scandal is associated, so that 
the charge cannot be made that the 
industry is profiting on such pub- 
licity. 

The first aim, it is said, is fairly 
easy to accomplish in part without 
running into charges of conspiracy 
and anti-trust violations. It can be 
attained by an amendment to the 
MPAA’s advertising code, admin- 
istered in New York by Gordon 
White. If the change is adopted, 
it would be a relatively simple mat- 
ter for White to nix ads on the. 
basis that they are exploiting mis- 
conduct. 

White passes on 
anyway, to mkae sure that it ig 
morally acceptable under the in- 
dustry’s self-regulating policy of 
which the Production Code Admin- 
istration is the other arm While 
he is allowed considerable latitude 

(Continued on page 20) 


all advertising, 


Maver’s N.Y. Peon 
With Schenck, Vogel, 
Thau, Before Fla. to L.A. 


Louis B. Mayer, Metro’s pro- 
duction veepee, went into full- 
dress huddles early this week with 
Nicholas M. Schenck, company 
prez; Benjamin Thau, studio exee 
who experts on finances; and Jo- 
seph Vogel, theatre chief. Produc- 
tion plans for the Culver City lot 


and their b.o. possibilities came 
|up for mulling. Both Schenck 
| Strickling, M-G’s studio publicity 


and Vogel returned Monday 
(Continued on page 18) 


(17) 





























4 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 19, 1959 





DISTRIBS MULL A WIDER RETURN T0 
FLAT RENTALS AS SHOWMANSHIP HYPO 


Experimental steps are currently¢ 


wnder way which may clear the 
road to a wholesale return by dis- 
tribution to the sale of product on 
fiat rentals rather than percent- 
ages. Number of top sales execs 


are eonvinced that some drastic | 


action must be taken to reduce the 


speculative nature of distribution | 


by passing more of the risk, along 
with the bait of scoring a killing 
on a big picture, to the theatres. 
Upshot of this urge to cut specula- 
tion is a strong movement to 
widen enormously the number of 
situations sold on flats. 
Dramatizing the new thinking 
mow permeating film forces, one 
major distrib will shortly embark 
on a novel experiment to test the 


revenue possibilities of flat rentals | 
sold across-the-board for a single | 


picture. As a tester, the major will 
select one exchange territory where 
every situation on a selected film 
will be booked on flats alone. In 
selecting the film to serve as a 
guinea pig, distrib will cull a fea- 


ture regarded aS an average 
grosser. 
Under the plan now being 


mapped, flats will be fixed by de- 
termining the average rentals paid 
by each exhib for the last four or 
five films booked in the house by 
the distrib. Entire point of the 
plan is to determine how well the 
- distrib can do not only in nabes 
and subsequent-runs but also de- 
Juxe houses in key cities. 


As a consequence of changed 
thinking by distribs, the National 
Allied committee headed by Col. 
H. A. Cole which will be making 
the rounds of sales offices in a 
drive for wider sale on flats may 
win far greater concessions from 


the majors than in their previous | 


hegiras. The Cole group is beat- 
ing the drums for a better break 


so far as small nabe houses are | 


concerned. Previous vis-a-vis visit 
to distrib execs last year won some 
promises of more sales on flats but 
Allied has continued to show dis- 
satisfaction over performance on 
these promises. 

Influential wing in distrib quar- 
ters sees a big return to flats as 
one answer to distribution’s cur- 
rent troubles. By volume booking 


of flats, it is argued, a distrib can) 


figure how to break even on some 
pix now suffering b.o. losses and 
make a modest but satisfactory 


(Continued on page 20) 





BINFORD’S NO, THEN YES, 


ON ‘OUTLAW’ IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, April 18. 

“The Outlaw” has practically 
been in a swinging door at the of- 
fice of Memphis censor Lloyd T. 
Binford. It now has set some kind 
ef record of having been banned 
twice and freed twice to play here. 

Latest developments in the 
right-about-face game came yester- 
@ay (Monday) when at.9 a.m. the 
octogenarian blue-penciller  an- 


nounced the RKO film had been | 


nixed for Memphis showing. Two 
and one-half hours later he said 
it had. been okayed. 

In announcing his ban Binford 
said it was because RKO had “not 
eomplied with conditions they 
agreed to.” He later declared the 
pic could play as scheduled (Loew's 
State May 3 or 4) because “the 
movie people had agreed” to the 
conditions. 

The conditions, he explained, 
were the deletion of ‘a salacious 
picture used on billboards and in 
newspapers that was not in the 
film itself, trailers that were not 
acceptable and some scenes in the 
film.” 

Pic had been nixed by Binford 
once before. He litted that ban 
last Feb. 7 after setting his ‘“‘con- 
ditions.” RKO _ accordingly — ar- 
ranged its playdate. 


that the “conditions” had not been 
met. 

_RKO execs have had a rough 
time in meeting Binford’s demands 
since the ads of which he com- 
plained were designed by controll- 
ing stockholder Howard Hughes 
and he had issued orders that no 
ehanges were to be made in them 
without his okay. Switches here 
are believed to be the first major 
ones he has permitted in the ad- 
vertising. 


| running 





PAR’S FIRST NATIONAL 
SALES CONV. SINCE ’42 


For the first time since 1942, 
Paramount is planning a full-scale 
convention as a feature of its open- 
ing year in the production-distri- 
bution field alone. Tentative de- 
cision to call the big meet this year 
was reached by Alfred W. Schwal- 
berg, Par’s distribution veepee, at 
the recent huddle of divisional! sales 
chiefs. No locale has yet been 
chosen, but it is likely that the 
convention will assemble at the 
studio in June. 

Under the initial plans, meet will 
run more than the usual 
days, probably lasting for a full 
week. Step is regarded by Par- 
amounters as a way of hypoing 
showmanship and whipping up en- 
thusiasm for the company’s product 
lineup. 


Sears Reviews 
~ UA’s Operations 


Loss of about $200,000 in do- 
'mestic operation for the first three 
months of the current year is un- 
derstood to have been reported to 
the United Artists board by prexy 
Grad Sears at a session of the di- 
rectorate in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday). 

Red ink, it is said, was not 
viewed too seriously, since it com- 
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Judge Jackson 


Continued from page 3 came’ 


erable controversy. Net result of | 


the friction was his departure from 
the PCA in an aura of some bitter- 
ness on both sides. Since then he 
has been serving as special assist- 
ant with the Federal Security 
Agency, from which he has obtained 
a leave to accept the ICC post. 
For 10 years prior to his Holly- 
wood experience, Jackson was a 
judge of the New York juvenile 
court. An investigation he made 
for Mayor LaGuardia in 1940 re- 
sulted in the banning by the Mayor 
of 34 magazines from newsstands. 
Jackson claimed they were contrib- 
uting to juvenile delinquency. 
Jackson’s job with the Johnson 
group is classified as “technical 
consultant.” He is to make an “‘on- 
the-spot” check of conditions in 
Hollywood to support the Colorado 
solon’s claim that film producers 
are exploiting misconduct of stars 


for boxoffice purposes. 





Jackson Vs. Gov’t Control 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Judge Stephen S. Jackson, sent 
here by the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce committee to survey the 
morals of Hollywood’s film folk, 
opened his investigation’ with a 
statement that he unalterably op- 
posed government control or regu- 
lation of motion pictures. He hopes, 


‘he explained, to persuade the in- 


pares with a $1,000,000 loss in the | 


first quarter of 1949. That was 
overcome in later months to show 
a profit for the year. Strong prod- 
uct coming up that might give the 
company gross film rentals of bet- 
ter than $400,000 for several weeks 
is counted on to again 
overbalance the early-in-the-year 
losses. 

Foreign department is under- 
stood to have hit the break-even 
point after a number of years in 
the minus column. That’s been 
accomplished by closing down 
money-losing branches in many 
areas and turning distribution over 
to franchiseholders. Where UA is 
maintaining its own offices, severe 
cuts have been made, including 
elimination of all employees to 
whom the company had commit- 
ments for payment in dollars. 

Reportedly of some concern to 
the board and management is the 
video department set up a couple 
years ago. Its income has been 


/averaging under $3,000 weekly, 


which results in an operating loss. 
Nevertheless, UA feels that it may 
eventually be a highly profitable 
| department and important to the 
| future of the company, so it prob- 
(Continued on page 63) 


ARNALL’S BANKROLLERS 





_ MEETING HIM ON COAST 


| New York bankers and Wall 
| Streeters with whom Ellis G. Ar- 
nall, prez of the Society of Inde. 
/ pendent Motion Picture Producers. 
has been in negotiation on a plan 
for indie production financing, will 
,/meet with him and SIMPP mem- 


bers on the Coast May 2, 3 and 14. . 


| Group, 


which Arnall: refuses to. 


‘identify as yet, will fly out for the. 


‘meetings at the end of this month. 
| Arnall, who is at his home in 
,Georgia this week, heads for the 
|Coast over the weekend. 


He'll | 


spend about two weeks huddling | 
| with his membership on the financ- | 
ing and other problems. He'll prob- | 
,ably leave for London toward the. 


‘middie of May for the Anglo-U:S. | 


films agreement negotiations. 


| Indie financing plan on which| 


jthe New York group goes to tite 
Coast envisions the setting up of 


Yesterday’s | @ fund via flotation of a stock issue 
ban followed Binford’s discovery Of about $2,000,000. 


This would 
| provide second money, with a bank 


that is interested in the plan offer- | 


ing initial financing. 


W. R. FRANK’S AUTO SPILL 
Minneapolis, April 18. 





| 
| 


| W. R. Frank, film producer and | 


| OV 
/seven nabe houses here, suffered 


ner of 15 theatres, including | 


(head and internal injuries when | 
the station wagon which he was, 
‘driving swerved off the road and | 


; crashed into a tree. 


, t . 
e \ 


dustry to work out a solution of its 
morality problems and to obviate 
the necessity of Federal policing. 

Jackson will spend two or three 
weeks here collecting information 
for the senatorial committee re- 
garding Senator Edwin C. John- 
son’s bill, which proposes the li- 
censing of actors and pictures. His 
assignment, he said, does not entail 
“undercover snooping,” but will be 
confined to securing information 
which might lead to elimination of 
the unfavorable publicity heaped 
on the film industry during recent 
months. He added: 

“I have no authority to state 
what action, the Interstate Com- 
merce Committee will take on the 
licensing bill, but it seems to me, 
personally, that if «some effective 
program can be worked out in the 
industry itself, we should be able 
to avoid Federal controls. I hope 
to meet with industry executives 
and serious-minded people in and 
out of the industry. 

“Senator Johnson is not in favor 
of Federal censorship—only as a 
last resort. Censorship is repellant 
to him, but if no effective steps 
are taken some one has to take 
action in the interests of the 
American people.” . 





L. A. to N. Y. 


William Bendix 
Murray Bolen — 
Joseph Breen 
George Burrows 
Richard Condon 
David Diamond 
Hamilton Dunham 
John Erickson 
Ed Ettinger, Jr. 
Jose Ferrer 
Max Gold 

Alan Gundelfinger 
Mitzi Green 
Hedda Hopper 
Henry Jaffe 
Kitty Kallen 
Dorothy Lamour 
Aleen Leslie 
Russell Lewis 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Kay Mulvey 
Walter O’Keefe 
J. Arthur Rank 
Irving Rapper 
Mickey Rooney 
Helen Rase 
William Saal 
Mark Schreck 
Nick Sevano 
Barnett Shapiro 
Douglas Shearer 
Harry Sherman 
Sol Siegel 
Frank Stanton 
Stewart Stewart 
Bernie Williams 
Howard Young 
Herbert J. Yates 


Europe to N. Y. 
Kroger Babb 
Nicholas Bela 
Gracie Fieids 
Nat Karson 


Looks Like the Guy Has ‘Contacts’ 


Washington, April 19. 


Inside buzz in Washington last week was that Ellis G. Arnall, for. 





mer governor of Georgia and now prez of the Society of Inde. 
pendent Motion Picture Producers, had given the industry a stay. 
tling demonstration of his political potency. He put on for SiImMpp 
members a five-day capital razzle-dazzle, topped by Samuel Golg- 


wyn’s meeting with President Truman, that few trade association 


reps or lobbyists for any industry could equal. It’s said that Motion 
Picture Assn. of America members, as well as SIMPPites, were 
duly impressed with the Arnall performance. 


Governor started the week by staging a luncheon for Goldwyn 
in the Capitol quarters of Senate secretary Leslie Biffle. Senato, 


Brien McMahon of Connecticut was ostensible host and all but one 
of the Democratic members of the powerful Interstate Commerce 
Committee, which governs film and other media legislation, were 


present. 
ney-General 


That was followed by meetings by Goldwyn with Attor- 
Howard McGrath and with assistant A-G 


Herbert 


Bergson, in charge of anti-trust matters. 


Next day saw Goldwyn’s meeting with the President. 


That was 


followed by Arnall’s introduction of William C. MacMillen, Jr. to 


Bergson. 


New York booking situation. 
Trade Commission. 


MaeMillen is exee veepee of Eagle Lion, through which a 
number of SIMPP members distribute. 
Then Arnall met with the Federa} 
That accomplished, Arnall took Grad Sears. 


He had a squawk on the 


United Artists prexy, and indie producer Sam Bischoff before top 
policy officials of the Reconstruction Finance Corp. to make a 


pitch for Government financing. 


As an added zing, the SIMPP 


prez took along Max Siskind, Washington attorney, who is former 
law partner of William Boyle, chairman of the Democratic Na- 


tional Committee. 
on party politics. 


Arnall earlier in the day conferred with Bovie 
Arnall went back before the RFC next day to 


wind up the week by making a further plea for unbottoning of 
the Federal coffers to help the indies. ~ 








a 








Too Many Divergent Views to Stymie 


~ COMPO Move on Johnson Hearing 





5 Pix Shooting at Same 


Time for Rep. in May 


Hollywood, April 18. 
First three weeks in May will be 
busy ones on the Republic lot, 
with five productions shooting at 
the same time. * 
Two of them, “North of the Great 


Divide” and ‘“Torero,” start May 
1. Others are “Hit Parade of 
1950,” “Rio Bravo” and “The 


Black Hills.” 


Anglo-U.S. Angles 
To Get May Airing 


Negotiating meetings by Eric 
Johnston and Ellis G. Arnal with 
the British government on renewal 
of the Anglo-U. S. films agree- 
ment will probably be held in mid- 
May despite the hearings sched- 
uled in «Washington May 15 on 
Senator Edwin C. Johnson's Fed- 
eral licensing bill. Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and Society of 





. 


independent Motion Picture Pro-. 
ducers prexies will skip the John-. 


son hearings in favor of the Lon- 
don negotiations. 

Johnston is slated to meet in 
New York tomorrow with presi- 
|dents of MPAA-member' com- 
| panies concerning the date of the 
‘talks with British Board of Trade 
|prexy Harold Wilson. It was re- 
|ported from London’ yesterday 
;(Tuesday) that Wilson has sug- 
| gested May 4 as the meeting date. 
The two American reps insist 
that it be later than that, however. 
| Arnall will be on the Coast for 
‘confabs with his members during 


|the first week in May, while both | 
| he and Johnston want to attend. 


the session of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations in Chi- 
cago May 8 and 9. They don’t see, 


don before about May 15. 

It is vital that the meeting with 
Wilson be held soon, since the 
current pact expires June 


tions and the shaky majority won 
by the Labor party. 
Yanks will seek renewal of the 





permitted to be converted an- 
nually out of American earnings 


(Continued on page 20) 





N. Y. to L. A. 


| Larry Barnett 
| Johnny Dugan 

' Georgia Gibbs 

Al Jolson 

Marvin Liebman 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Ella Raines 
Ronald Reagan 
Jule Styne 

Ben Thau 

Doug Whitney 


_ >_> 


therefore, how they can be in Lon- | 


13. | 
Negotiations were originally slated | 
for March but were postponed by | 
Wilson because of the recent elec- | 


| agreement by which $17,000.000 is | 


Although the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations is slated to 
meet May 8, just one week before 
Senator Edwin C. Johnson starts 
hearings on his bill for Federal li- 
censing of the film industry. the 
overall public relations organiza- 
tion is not expected to take any di- 
rect action to head off the Johnson 
legislation. There is thought to be 
too much variety of opinion within 
the industry itself to permit a con- 
certed move. 

Hearings by the Colorado sena- 
tor on his charges that scandals and 
misconduct in Hollywood are used 
by producers to exploit films is 
probably the prime public relations 
problem of the moment. There is 
thought to be no possible chance 
of his bill passing, but he’s bound 
to get heavy press, radio and tele- 
vision coverage of his Washington 
hearings. 

Nevertheless, COMPO, which 
was conceived as an all-industry 
instrument for combatting such 
anti-Hollywood publicity, may well 
prove impotent in this test. While 
it is certain that none of COMPO's 
10 constituent groups favors Fed- 
eral licensing, Johnson's bill is 
getting plenty of ‘“‘we told you so” 
comment in exhibitor quarters. 

Both Allied States Assn. and 
Theatre Owners of America have 
at various times urged efforts by 
Hollywood at tighter control over 
personal actions of stars and other 
film workers. Thus, while they are 
antogonistic to Senator Johnson's 
proposal directly, many Allied and 
TOA members do favor some sort 
of industry self-regulation along 
the same line. 

On the other hand, an equally 
important constituent group in 
COMPO, Hollywood's Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council, is solidly 
against any effort at regulating 


(Continued on page 20) 





N. Y. to Europe 


Tom Arnold 
Marquis & Marquise de Cuevas 
Leo de Lyon 

Ed Dukoff 

Betty Field 
Clifford C., Fischer 
George L. George 
Samuel Goldwyn 
Viadimir Golschmann 
Benny Goodman 
Sidney Gordon 

Bob Hawk 

Horace Heidt 
Irving Hoffman 
Bruce Humberstone 
Sol Hurok 

Vic Hyde 

Sol Lesser 

Madge Lessing 
James Mason 

Erica Morini 
Ricardo Odnoposofft 
Walter Reisch 
Renee & Root 
Elmer Rice 

David Rose 

Artur Rubinstein 
Irene M. Selznick 
George Weisman _ 
Jerome Whyte 
John C. Wiison 
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U.S. EYES EXHIBS 





Selznick Goes to Court Against UA: 
Challenges Returns on Four Pix 


David O. Selznick, who is cur-¢ 
rently on the mat in a legal bout Cobb Turns Director, 
with Sir Alexander Korda over two 
fim releases, is widening his court- 
jousting to take in United Artists. | 





Hollywood, April 18. 








IX SPLITTING 








POLOWYWANDEL'S 
WEST-EAST BEEFS 


Product-splitting among theatres 


through exhibitor agreement, long | 
Will Also Star in Pic | 2" industry practice, has suddenly 


! 
' 


Towne Decision’s Cross-Licensing 
Ban Widens Court Control of Pix 


+ When Federal Judge John Barnes 
| banned cross-licensing of product 
| by 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. in 














Stanford Aids Gardner 


On Puerto Rico Picture | their Milwaukee houses last week, 


| sprung to the fore as a prime prob- 


Indie producers’ Vanguard Films is Lee J. Cobb becomes a film di-| 
asking the New York supreme court rector in “No Tomorrow,” indie 
to order arbitration on four pix) picture to be produced by Sam| 


which UA has been handling since 
he and the major made their peace 
in February, 1947, when the pro- 
ducer sold out his stock interest 
in UA. Under the terms of that 


Weisenthal under the Olympic Pro- 
ductions banner, starting in July. 

Cobb, in addition to creating the 
title role in “Death of a Salesman” 
on Broadway, has directed a num- 


pact, Selznick wants a dispute over 
his share of rentals to be referred 
to Price, Waterhouse & Co., ac- 


ber of legit plays but has never 
tried film-directing. He will also 
double as star in the picture. 


counting firm, as arbitrator. 
Hearing on the application is 

slated in the supreme court next 

Tuesday (25). Selznick claims that 





‘CINDY'S’ 120 NY. 


UA owes him $94,709 plus 10,764,- 
961 lira ($17,250). He contends 
that certain deductions made by 
UA from overseas. disiribution, 


amounting to $30,367, against the 
$94,709 plus deduction of the lira, 
were charged against him in viola- 
tion of the contract. 

involved in the argument are 
proceeds from “Since You Went 
Away,” “I'll Be Seeing You,” 
“Spellbound” and “Rebecca.” Ac- 
cording to his petition, UA admits 
to owing $67,209, but Selznick has 
refused tender of that sum as in- 
sufficient. All four films remained 
with UA as distrib when the 1947 


$975,000 


Walt Disney’s “Cinderella” is 
believed to have set’a record last 
week in quantity of coin garnered 
in the New York metropolitan area 
i|for a seven-day period. 
120 theatres day-and-date for a 
total boxoffice gross of approxi- 
mately $975,000. 


accord was signed. Agreement ° ; ’ 
provided that disputes arising from) With almost 500 prints in use 
distribution of the films are to be and about 1,000 engagements | 


refereed by Price, Waterhouse. 

While UA disputes the sum due 
the prdoucer, reportedly it will not 
object to arbitration on the part 
of the accounting firm. Paine, 
Kramer & Marx are attorneys rep- 
ping for Selanick,. 

In addition to the UA arbitra- 
tion dispute, Selznick is currently 
arbitrating his argument’ with 
Korda before Robert P. Patterson, 
former Secretary of War. In that 
case, dispute centers on Korda’s 
“The Third Man” and “Gone to 
Earth.” D.O.S. has Western Hemi- 
sphere rights to both these pix, 





played in the past 18 days, pic is 


believed likely also to have hung | 


up a national record for the most 
monev in the shortest time. Pres- 
sure for bookings was so great that 
RKO salesmen in many cases were 
é@ransporting prints from one the- 
atre to the next in their own cars. 
RKO h.o. has not yet received and 
tabulated all the ee figures. 

In the New York-area there are 
believed to have been only two 
previous films with a comparative 
number of bookings. They are 
Disney's own “Ichabod and Mr. 
Toad” and RKO’s 


| which, aside from the strength it 
‘has been showing generally, had 


UA FINDS TIME FOR TV tas been showing generaliy, | 
TRAILERS HARD T0 FIND Pic opened in 14 theatres in nine 


Situations in Canada last week and 
Wide use of video trailers as a 


\showed power equal to the U. S. 
means of plugging films hit an un-| bookings. Total gross for the 
expected snag last week. United | houses, including four in Toronto 
Artists discovered that it couldn't 








,and three in Vancouver, was $65,- 
buy evening time on any stations 


in New York, Chicago and other 
keys because they were all sold 
out. 


Distrib was planning to use the. 
video plugs for the Harry M. Pop- | 
It found, how-. 
ever, that it could get no time be- , 


kin film, “D.O.A.” 


tween 5 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. in 
many areas, since station breaks 
and all other segments where a 
trailer of three minutes or less 
might fit were sold to regular ad- 
vertisers. 

Company is nevertheless making 
trailers on most of its films with 
TV in mind. 
so the musie track can be dropped 


They are arranged | 


000. 


RKO Wins St. Louis 
| 3006 Damage Suit 





St. Louis, April 18. 


RKO-Radio last week won a 


| $300,000 damage suit brought by a 
newspaper stereotyper | 


St. Louis 
and based on “Fighting Father 
Dunne” when a jury in Judge Roy 
W. Harper's division of the local 
U.-B. 


(in deference to the Petrillo ban) | typer here for 26 years and is now 


and sequences are used that will 


/employed by the St. Louis Post- 


show up well on small screens. | Dispatch (Pulitzer), alleged that 


They are being employed in areas 
where time is available. Accord- 
ing to pub-ad manager Howard 


of results is possible, but there’s 
a feeling by both UA and the ex- 
hibitors that they are proving 
helpful. 





More War Pix Reissues 


current bo. power of war pix is 
reissue of two British documen- 
tary features. 
Victory,” Academy Award winner 
for the best documentary in 1943, 
and “Tunisian Victory.” Together 
they tell the story of the African 
Campaign. 


today (Wednesday). They are being 
headed by Nat Sanders and Ed- 


Shorts chief, 


LeSieur no accurate measurement | 


Further effort to cash in on. 


They are “Desert | 


They open at the Rialto, N. Y., | 
distributed by Film Renters, Inc., | 


ward L. McEvoy, former Universal | 


| because of the similarity of names 
'his character had been injured by | 


the film. The scenario was built 
around the life of Father Peter 
Dunne, founder of a newsboys’ 
home here, and in one scene shows 
that a newsboy named Matt Davis 
| shot and killed a policeman in the 
/ home and was convicted of murder. 
Davis testified that he lived in the 
/ home between 1907 and 1910 and 
that after the picture was released 
ihe became the object of ridicule 
‘and contempt and he algo said he 
became known as “Killer Davis.” 

The defense contended that the 
only real characters in the story 
were Father Dunne (played by Pat 
O’Brien) and the late Archbishop 
| John J. Glennon. 

The defense also argued that all 
of the other characters were fig- 
ments of the scenario writers’ 
imagination, and it was unaware 
that a Matthew Davis had even 
| been a resident of the home. 


lem in current producer-distribu- 


tor efforts to up their share of film | 
| income. 


Request for policing to 
prevent the practice, and its corol- 


| lary, collusive bidding, was put be- 
fore the Dept. of Justice by Sam- 


uel Goldwyn and William C. Mac- 
Millen, exec v.p. of Eagle Lion, in 
Washington last week. 

While Goldwyn and MacMillen 
both stated the case for the indies, 


|their action was known to be get- 
|ting applause from majer company 


It played | 


“Stromboli.” | 
Neither came anywhere near ap-| 
|proaching the gross of “Cindy,” | 


| district court returned a ver- | 
dict for the defendant after seven 
‘hours of deliberation. | 
The plaintiff, Matthew L. Davis, 
| who has been a newspaper stereo- 


distribution execs in New York. 
Top companies, as well as the in- 
dependents, are said to be getting 
hurt by the product-splitting, but 
are not in position to put up a pub- 
lic holler—at least until divorce- 
ment is completed. 
Product-split#ng entails agree- 
ment among theatre operators that 
they won’t compete for the same 


|company’s film, but that one exhib | 


will regularly do business with 
certain distribs and the other will 
| buy from the rest. There can be 
| two-, three-, or four-way divvies of 
{product in accordance to how 
many competing houses there are 
in an area. Practice has grown in 
importance with widening use of 
competitive bidding, growing out 
|of anti-trust decrees. 

| Squawk is, of course, that such 
|agreements are patently conspira- 
(Continued on page 63) 





See RFC Cool To 
SIMPP’s Pitch For 
Govt. Bankrolling 


Washington, April 18. 
Despite indie producer meetings 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Tony Stanford, veteran. radio di- 
rector, has rejoined Ed Gardner as 
production aide on the _ picture 
comic will make in Puerto Rico. 
Stanford formerly produced 
“Duffy’s Tavern,” but will have 
only an incidental interest in the 
airshow. 





another first was registered in the 
judicial control of the film biz. 
Both the Government and William 
Goldman in Philadelphia previous- 
ly failed to win cross-licensing 
strictures in the main anti-trust 
action and Goldman’s Philly suit, 
respectively. Company lawyers in 
New York regard the precedent as 
dangerous and will challenge it in 


the appeals court. 
As for the ban against double- 
features in affiliate first-runs, an- 





SCHENCK OUT OF 
~ MNTH-FOX BY 
JULY 


| Miami Beach, Apri] 18 
By July 1 Joseph M. Schenck 
, will have glissolved all his execu- 
tive relations with 20th-Fox. From 
that date, in accordance with an 
agreement made with the U. S. 
government, he will abandon his 
studio affiliation and devote full 
time to active control of his 350- 
house United Artists Theatre Cir- 
leuit. Starting in July, Schenck 
| will divide his time between two 


| personal offices, one in the build- 


other proviso of the Milwaukee de- 
cree, that has already had a first. 
Jackson Park case in Chicago in 
which Thomas McConnell, Towne 
theatre lawyer, also was attorney 


for the exhib included a _ prohibi- 
tion against Loop dualers Two- 
week ceiling imposed on Warner 


and 20th theatres in Milwaukee is 
also a reprise of JP in Chi. 
Majors’ lawyers believe they can 


}upset the Milwaukee decree on 
appeal. For one, they point out 
that there was a reason for the 


two-week proviso in Chi since- JP 
claimed that pix had such a long 
run in the Loop that their value 
was exhausted so far as the nabes 
were concerned. JP a nabe 
house and sued as such. 

However, in the present instance, 
the Towne is a first-run, and it is 
puzzling to legalites how its stand- 
ing has any reference to the length 


is 


of the film’s run in competing 
houses. Obviously, the Towne will 
now be at a great advantage, since 
it will have the pick of product as 
a theatre where films can run in- 
| definitely. In Chi, the indie houses 
are now in that favored spot. 
Distrib lawyers will argue on 
appeal that the relief in no way 
related to the case. Chances of an 
upset on this presentation are con- 
sidered good. As for the cross- 
| licensing ban, also unrelated to the 
case, no court has yet sustained 
any such principle. N. Y. federal 
| court refused to go for such a prot 
posal, contending that it was too 


UAT 
one 


in 
on 


ling recently bought by 
|}midtown New York and 
| Film Row in Los Angeles. 
Early this year UAT assumed 
/eontrol of 18 film houses in Cali- 
|fornia under a court order which 
| Split its joint interests with Na- 
'tional Theatres. Legal move gave 
the circuit controlling reins on 
|four firvst-run theatres in the Los 
| Angeles district and top situations 
in several other west coast cities. 
In addition to houses which’ it 
owns or leases directly, the chain 
| has interests in the Robb & Row- 
jley circuit in Texas, Metropolitan 
|Theatres in New York, United 


extreme under national exhib con- 


iwith Reconstruction Finance Corp. California Theatres in the north- ditions. 


‘officials here last week, little pos- 'ern sector of that state, and houses 
sibility is seen of the RFC revers-|in Chicago, Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
ing long-standing policy to make | Baltimore, Columbus and _ Louis- 
loans to any form of communica-| Ville. 
tions medium. RFC fears inevita- 


Sweeping Changes Seen in M’wkee 
Chicago, April 18. 

Entire system of first-run film 

Schenck was one of the founders distribution and good portion of 





ble political repercussions of loans | of 20th Century, with Darryl F. (Continued on pa 18) 
that might be construed as having) Zanuck and William Goetz. in oe 
“propaganda” possibilities. 1933. Two years later, in the 


Ellis G. Arnall, prez of the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, who led the dele- 
gation to the RFC, said following 
the sessions that “there is nothing 
definite but we are hopeful.” He 
opined that it would take several 
months, at least, to get an answer 
'from the RFC. He said he thought 
some good work had been done in 
any case in acquainting RFC top- 
;pers with the technical workings of 
picture financing, about which 
“they didn’t know beans.” 

Accompanying Arnall to thé ses- 
sion was indie producer Sam Bisch- 


(Continued on page 9) 








‘Figler’s Indie Bids Vs. 
Skouras’ Riverside, N.Y. 


A second bidding _ situation 
/opened up in the New York terri- 
tory last week. Symphony theatre, 
indie operated by Sam Figler, re- 
quested and received the right 
from RKO to bid against the Skou- 
‘ras chain’s Riverside. Both houses 
,are in the upper Broadway area of 
Manhattan. 


Pic that Figler wanted was Sam- | 


uel Goldwyn’s “My Foolish Heart.” 
He didn’t get it. however, having 
been outbid by the Skouras house. 
Both theatres are understood, 


nevertheless, to have made lucra- | 
considerably beyond 


tive offers, 
what they ordinarily would pay. 


Riverside has about 2,000 seats and 


|Symphony about 1,000. 


| Initial bidding in the New York | 


territory was started a _ couple 
‘months ago by Leo Brecher’s Apol- 
lo in Harlem versus RKO’s 125th 
Street. Apollo has won a number 
of pix away from the RKO house. 


—— tye the Fox pe rn NEFC T0 GET GOING 
jhe became chairman of t ard. | 
(Continued on page se) nt | WITHIN 60-90 DAYS 


: National Exhibitors Film Corp. 
oard instructed its officers to go 
‘Goelet-Paal Plan US. ahead with the organization of the 
‘nN: * gy company after a full-day meeting 

Remake of Bike Thief 'at the Hotel Astor, N.Y., yesterday 

BP ei : (Tues.). Group, first formed about 
Effo1 ts fo set financing for 8a year ago to back indie produc- 
American remake of the “Bicycle tion with theatre coin, will get 
Thief” are now being made by off the ground within 60-90 days. 
| Robert Goelet, Jr., and Alexander | Despite some bo dabdrame 
|Paal. Their plan is to shoot the mone of exhibs who have parca 


| film in New York. They claim to _. Re te GR oe 
‘have an okay on the project from | oF caateae tne =~ gg amg 
Vittorio de Sica, who produced the to go ahead Pane 8 nun po Te 


Italian original of “Thief.” Film ; 
is currently playing through the nally hoped to raise as much as 








U. S. and recently won an Acad- $10,000,000. ; 

'emy Oscar as best foreign picture| Exhib attention yesterday turn- 

of 1949. ed to television’s b.o. impact. 
Goelet was co-producer of “Rap- Question was raised whether 


ture.” English-language pic made NEFC could be directed against 
in Italy a couple years ago and the TV threat. 

_about to released by Film Classics Sol Lesser, indie producer who 
|in this country. His father is the also partners with Mike Rosenberg 
multi-millionaire New York real and Sherrill Corwin, Coast circuit 
estate operator who financed “Rap-| ops “briefed the group on indie 
ture.” It is understood, however, production conditions. Si Fabian 
that he will not advance coin for continues as NEFC prez, Samuel 
the “Thief” venture. Pinanski as board chairman and 

Paal is a Hungarian producer Robert Coyne as secretary. 

who recently made “Tale of Five 
Cities” abroad in association with 





Reisman’s European Hop 


Boris Morros. He has another 

project under way now to film the Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign 
life of Vaslav Nijinsky, who died chief, planes for Europe May 1 
last week. He plans to leave for on a_ three-four. week swing 


London in May to huddle with the through the Continent and Eng- 
| dancer’s widow. land. Trip is a routine inspection 
Goelet and Paal aim to consider- of the company’s European offices 
ably revise the story of “Thief” to which Reisman customarily makes 
| fit the American locale, but would several times yearly. 
use the basic element of a laborer RKOer returned in February 
chasing the man who stole the tools from a lengthy trip through Latin 
he needs to make his living. , America. 
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Sunset Boulevard 
Hollywood, April 15. 


Paramount release of Charles Brackett | 
roduction. Stars William Holden, Gloria | 
wanson, Erich von Stroheim; features | 
Nancy Olson, Fred Clark, Lloyd Gough, | 
Jack Webb. Directed by Billy Wilder. | 
Written by Brackett, Wilder and D. M. 
Marshman. Jr.; camera, John F. Seitz;/ 
score, Franz Waxman; editor, Arthur | 
Schmidt. Tradeshown April 12, °50. Run-| 
ning time, 110 MINS. i 
Joe Gillis - eae, ces++ William Holden | 
Norma Desmond .........Gloria Swanson , 
Max Von Mayerling..Erich von Stroheim | 
Betty Schaefer Nancy Olson | 


drak Fred Clark | 
a oi ee bee aes Lloyd Gough 
Artie Green .....-.eeees->: Jack Webb 
Undertaker . Franklyn Farnum | 


Larry Blake | 
...Charles Dayton 
(Cecil B. DeMille 
| Hedda Hopper 
| Buster Keaton 
/Anna @. Nilsson 

H. B. Warner 
Ray Evans 
Jay Livingston 


Ist Finance Man 
2nd Finance Man 


Themselves 


“Sunset Boulevard” is a_ back- 
stage melodrama using a filmland, 
instead of a legit, locale. Because 
it is tied in with a pseudo-expose 
of Hollywood, the peek behind the 
scenes undoubtedly will fascinate 
a considerable slice of the theatre- | 
going public, lured to the ticket 
window by all the drumbeating | 
Paramount calculates to put be-, 
hind it. B.o.-wise, the ballyhoo 
possibilities are strong and returns 
will reflect the selling. 

Producer Charles Brackett and 
director Billy Wilder, along with 
co-scripter D. M. Marshman, Jr., 
have used an iconoclastic approach 
that will help shatter the public’s . 
illusions and which does much to 
erpetuate filmland myths and 
idiosyncrasies. On this count they 
rate a nod for daring, as well as 
credit for an all-around film-mak- 
ing job that, disregarding the un- 
pleasant subject matter, is a stand- 
out. 

The expose of the land of the 
swimming pool opens with a shot 
of a dead man floating in the 
plunge of a Beverly Hills mansion. 
The voice of the dead man then 
narrates the story, going back six 
months to explain why he eventu- 
ally reached such a sorry state. 
He is a young writer with a few 
minor credits and many creditors. 
Fleeing one day from a pair of 
auto re-possessors, he finds refuge 
in what he believes to be an aban- 
doned mansion. The decadent pal- 


ace is not deserted: it is occupied | 


by a former great femme star. 
She takes a fancy to the young 
man, employs him to write a script 
that will return her to past glory. 
The association segues into an af- 
fair, he as a not-too-resisting kep- 
tive and she as a woman as deca- 
dent as her life, trying to seize a 
last whiff of romance. 


Plot moves relentlessly towards 
the climax when the aged star 
shoots down her young paramour 
as he seeks to escape from her 
idiopathic demands. There is 
scant relief from tragedy in any 
of the footage and the futile note 
is driven home when the dead 
writer continues his narration after 
his body has been hauled from the 
pool and tagged for the morgue. 


Brackett, Wilder and Marshman., 
Jr., have made their story ex- 
tremely “trade-y” and the film in- 
dustry family circle will appreci- 
ate the exposure of studio foibles. 
Picture bares with considerable 
sting a lot of half-truths that are 
generally accepted as fact, plus 
adding quite a few glib cracks of 
its own. 

Performances by the entire cast, 
and particularly William Hoiden 
and Gloria Swanson, are excep- 
tionally fine. Holden’s stock with- 
in the industry should mount after 
there has been a general viewing 
of his standout job as the young 
writer, enmeshed with an old wom- 
an. Miss Swanson, returning to 
the screen after a very long ab- 
sence, socks hard with a silent- 


day technique to put over the de- | 


caying star she is called upon to 
ortray. Erich von Stroheim, as 
er butler and original discoverer, 
delivers with excellent restraint. 


Only two other members have | 


a chance at more than a few lines 
but they come over with a wal- 
lop. Nancy Olson, comparative 
newcomer, more than holds her 
own in trouping with the more ex- 
perienced performers. Her work 
as the studio reader who falls for 
Holden is splendid. The other 
performer rating more than a men- 


tion is Cecil B. DeMille. He plays | 


himself with complete assurance 
in one of the few sympathetic 
roles. 

“Sunset Boulevard” 
picture, running 110 minutes, and 
Is supported by topnotch technical 
skills in all departments. 
Seitz’s photography realizes on the 
tragic mood, as does Franz Wax- 
man’s score. The settings, art di- 
rection and other physical factors 
are of high order in fulfilling pro- 
duction and directorial demands. 

Brog. 


is a long’ 


John F. | 


Miniature Reviews 


“Sunset Boulevard” (Par.) 
Backstage melodrama about 
Hollywood. Good b.o. ex- 
ploitation possibilities. 

“A Ticket to Tomahawk” 
(Songs) (Color) (20th). Pleas- 
ant satire with Dan Dailey, 


| Shayne. Directed by Seymour rem ea 


Customs Agent 


Hollywood, April 13. 
Columbia release of Rudolph ©. Flo» 


Features William Eythe, 
with Griff Barnett, 
Jim Backus, Robert 


thow production. 
Marjorie Reynolds, 
Howard St. John, 
> lay. Russell S. Hughes, Malcol 
ieooer Beviens story, Hal Smith: camera, 
Philip ‘Tannura; editor, Aaron Stell. Pry 
viewed April 12, °50: Running ume, 
oy .. William Eythe 





Anne Baxter. Moderate b.o. 
“Customs Agent” (Col). For- 


smugglers. For secondaries. 

“Operation MHaylift” (Lip- 
pert). Strong exploitation 
film of U. S. Air Force Opera- 
tion Haylift.in Nevada. 

“Captive Girl’ (Col). An- 
other Jungle Jim adventure 
with Johnny Weissmuller, for 
juve trade. 

“Harbor of Missing Men” 
(Rep). Neatly paced actioner 
for dualer situations. 

“Mystery at the Burlesque” 


(Musical) (Mono). English- 
made musical mystery. For 
secondary situations. 








A Tieket te Temahawk 
(SONGS-COLOR) 
Hollywood, April 15. 


Twentieth-Fox release of Robert Bas- 
sler production. Stars Dan Dailey, Anne 
Baxter; features Rory Calhoun, Walter 
Brennan, Charles Kemper, 
christ, Arthur Hunnicutt, Will Wright. 
Chief Yowlachie, Victor Sen Yung. Di- 
rected by Richard Sale. Written by Mary 


Loos and Richard Sale; camera (Techni- | 


color), Harry Jackson; music, Cyril Mock- 
ridge; editor, Harmon Jones. Tradeshown 
April 14, ’50. Running time, 90 MINS. 


Johnny Mead ae Dan Dailey 
OR SC SS See Anne Baxter 
Dakota <2 bt ace es 6500 Rory Calhoun 
Terence Sweeney ........ Walter Brennan 
USS Charles Kemper 
Madame Adelaide....... Connie Gilchrist 
i} 7 eee .. Arthur Hunnicutt 
UY baaG 6S o2x% bad.dtas we Will Wright 
i... See Chief Yowlachie 
Leng Time ....ccceeses: Victor Sen Yung 
SS rrr rr ee .. Mauritz Hugo 
2 Raymond Greenleaf 
2 ere re Harry Carter 
Velvet Fingers .......... Harry Seymour 
OE eis Bas ¥ Os 6s cedaes cr wee Robert Adler 
I er nee aes. Ft Lee MacGregor 
Station Master ........... Raymond Bond 
Trancos - . Charlie Stevens 
Crooked Knife ..... 
SEN 3654 FeKen ahd wee eae Marion Marshall 
| AEE ace Joyce MacKenzie 
BMD. is i dicawacenecnacce Marilyn Monroe 
on dle CEE TTT ETE Barbara Smith 
Fargo Teter Tee eT Pee Jack Elam | 
MOD snes cdeeescceess Paul Harvey | 


Lone Eagle .. John War Eagle 





| Crazy . oO eee Shooting Star 
Old Timer ... ..s..Herbert Heywood 
Telegrapher ish easmeee » William Self 
| ie SSA -Guy Wilkerson 
Jet RE Ee re rte ee Oe Edward Clark 
| ere y: Olin Howlin 





“A Ticket to Tomahawk” pro- 
'vides a pleasant 90-minute ride 
| for ducat-buyers and should regis- 


| ter a moderate boxoffice. success. 
It has Dan Dailey and Anne Bax- 
|ter for the marquees, flashy color, 
beautiful outdoor scenery and a 
neat pace to back up its western 
, Satire. 


| Dailey is a loose-footed travel- 
|ing salesman, enjoying existence 
}until he buys a ticket to Zoma-| 
hawk. He’s the only passenger on | 
'a train that is being hauled over 
the mountains by mules so that a 
franchise can be established. The 
| stagecoach operator is out to halt 
the fulfilment at all costs, just as 
_gun-slinging Anne Baxter, grand- 
daughter of a shooting marshal, is 
|determined that the train go 
‘through. Mixed up in it are In- 
|dians, dynamiting, dirty work at 
_ the crossroads and all the other 
| Stock ingredients of the prairie 
| Saga, 

Richard Sale’s direction and his 
| scripting with Mary Loos, how- 
,ever, approach the standard mate- 


(Tial with a light air, ranging from‘ jift, as Air Force emergency op- 


'out-and-out burlesque to clever 
satire, but still finds space for 
|some good action and thriller mo- 
|ments among all the fun-poking. 
| Dialog is zippy, as is the pace, and 
_ there are several topical numbers 
/ spotted to bolster the satire aims. 
These include the title tune by 
Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
‘and “Oh What a Forward Young 
| Man,” used as a campfire song and 
|dance number by Dailey and a 
comely quartet of terpers. 


| Footage is no histrionie strain 
| for the good lineup of players and 
_ they deliver easily and competently 
in projecting the chuckles. Dailey 


man, and Miss Baxter romps 
through her spot as the gal able 
with a six-gun but shy on birds- 
and-bees instruction. Rory Cal- 
houn, principal dirty-worker for 
stage line owner Mauritz Hugo: 
| Walter Brennan, engineer in love 
with the snappiest, most madern 
choo-choo puller turned out in the 
1800°s; Charles Kemper. deputy; 
Will Wright, the cantankerous 
_grandpappy; Chief Yowlachie, Miss 
'Baxter’s personal guard, and Vic- 
tor Sen Yung, Chinese laundry- 
man, are among those who help to 
— the generally pleasant pay- 
off. 


| Robert Bassler’s production 
| Zuidance supplies some fancy out- 
| door scenery that is brightly dis-. 


played by Harry Jackson’s camera, | 


and the other physical apvurte- 
-Mances back up production aims. 
Brog. 


| Lucille Gerrard....... 


| McGraw : 


mula melodrama dealing with | Charies Johnson.....-.- 


Connie Gil- | 


does well by his traveling sales- 


po iy yo Marjorie Reynolds 
"cece... GYif Barnett 

Howard St. John 
. Jim Backus 
Robert Shayne 


Thomas Jacoby 
ff 





x) 4 ik cané wach Gee Denver Pyle 
PREG. , “xGakepavmar anes John Doucette 
POFry ... wcovres occ eseeens Harlan Warde 
Pettygill ....cccsecesesess James Fairfax 
DOMME oon cnsaetassosuge’ Clark Howat 
Miss Kung ...+-eeerere ees Marya Marco | 
Watkins ...cccccecccoees Guy Kingsford 
MOPGGR 2... cer esesinsece William Phillips 





“Customs Agent” is a good title 
for the formula action melodra- 
matics that go on for 71 minutes, 
There’s nothing particularly origi- 
nal, plotwise, but the pace and | 
general action setup slant it as| 
okay for the secondary situations. 

Yarn has a customs agent In 
China going through an elaborate 
scheme to get in with some dope- 
smugglers so he can track down 
crooks who are stealing streptomy- 
cin, cutting it and then peddling 
the drug on the black market. He 
traces his quarry to the states and 
battles it out with them off the 
California coast to wind up the 
tale. 

Producer Rudolph C._Flothow | 
and director Seymour Friedman 
keep the potboiler plot on the 
move and there’s some attempt to | 
sharpen realism by using a docu- 
mentary narration. William Eythe | 
is good in the lead, but Marjorie | 
Reynolds hasn’t much to do as the 
blonde lure of the mob. Griff 
Barnett and Howard St. John head | 
the heavies, while Jim Backus and 
Robert Shayne are among the 
other customs men. 

Philip Tannura’s lensing helps 
out in the general movement, and 
other technical assists are okay. | 


Brog. | 


| 





...Chief Thundercloud | 


Operation Haylift 
Hollywood, April 15. | 


Lippert Pictures a of Joe Sawyer 
roduction. Stars i 
en Ann Rutherford, Jane Nigh; fea- 
tures Joe Sawyer, Richard Travis, Ray- 
mond Hatton, Jimmy Conlin, Tommy Ivo. 
Directed by William Berke. Original | 
screenplay, Dean Reisner, Joe Sawyer; 
camera, Benjamin Kline. Reviewed April 

15, 50. Running time, 7 MINS. 

Bill Masters Bill Williams 
Clara Masters..........--- 
Tom Masters......--+--- 
Pat 


Williams, Tom 


| 


. Tom Brown 
Jane Nigh 


eee eee ee 


x WE accrecevis Joe Sawyer | 
aga — sehee GOwes Richard Travis | 
ee ee ratrre Hatton 
og BS eee Jimmy Conlin 
Roy Masters .....- .. Tommy Ivo 
Ls. Richter ...000 cece Dink Dean 
ee ore Joanna Armstrong 
DEI obs ain't dan 60004964645 M’Liss McClure | 
eT OP ee ce Frank Jaros | 


2nd Pilot .....Capt, H. G. Fisher, USAF 
Crew Chief .M Sgt. Victor Rogers, USAF | 
Radio Operator..Sgt. Wm. Dooms, USAF }; 
Navy Officer Roger Norton, USAF | 


' 

and | 

The United States Air Force 
! 


“Operation Haylift” depicts gra-. 
phically how the cattle and sheep | 


herds were saved by the U. S. Air | 
Force during the blizzards of Jan- | 
uary, 1949, when lack of feed! 
threatened starvation for every 
head of stock in Nevada. Taking | 
this premise, and with cooperation | 
of Air Force, producer Joe Saw-! 
yer, who for years has shone on) 
screen as a heavy, has turned out) 
a picture with forceful meanings, 
_slated for strong response in 
‘double bill situations. 

A human story of two brothers, 
Bill Williams and Tom Brown, is 
interwoven through operation hay- 


eration was dubbed, and film 
‘throughout shows’ evidence of 
showmanship and careful produc- 
tion. Second half naturally is 
more interesting than opening 
half, due to its documentary slant, 
as Air Force comes to rescue of | 
'the desperate ranchers, but the | 
human story of the brothers is so} 
‘well told that high interest at-. 
taches to film as a whole. . | 
_. Air Force lent producers fleet of | 
‘flying boxcars for picture, which 
effectively decorate background. 
Picture was filmed entirely at Ely, 
Nev., center of Air Force operation, 
_so full atmosphere of the scene is. 
caught and picture charged with 
authenticity. 

Williams and Brown both score 
for their respective performances, 
and Ann Rutherford likewise is 
tops in top role. Jane Nigh, with 
‘less to do, also comes through | 
neatly. Others who stand out are 
Sawyer, also in cast, Raymond 
Hatton, Jimmy Tomlin § and 
_Tommy Ivo. Whit. | 

J. L. Warner’s Standoff | 

Washington, April 18. 
| Jack L. Warner, Warner Bros. | 
production veepee, has gifted 6,000 | 
shares of the company’s common) 


Stock to an undisclosed beneficiary. 
| At the same time, Warner:bought | 
another 6,000 shares. 

His holdings remain stationary | 
at 426,500 shares of common owned 


outright and another 21,500 shares | 





| held in trust for him, j 


| Butler; camera, John Mac 


The Storm Within 

“The Storm Within,” French- 
made, which opens at the Fifth 
Avenue Playhouse, N. Y., Sat- 
urday (22), was reviewed in 
Variety from Paris, Jan. 19, 
1949, under its original title, 
“Les Parents Terribles.” 
Adapted and directed by Jean 
Cocteau from his play, “Les 
Parents Terribles,”. pic was 
tabbed by reviewer Buch as 
being “very talky.” Review 
also stated “sinee the dialeg 
is the most important thing, 
pic may run into trouble with 
American audiences.” 

Picture, filled with incestu- 
ous overtones, stars Jean Ma- 
rais and Josette Day. It’s be- 
ing released in the U. S. by 
Discina International. 








Captive Girl 
Hollywood, April 15. 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- | 


duction. Stars Johnny Weissmuller; fea- 
tures Buster Crabbe, Anita Lhoest, Rick 
Vallin. John Dehner, Rusty Wescoatt. 


Directed by William Berke. Screenpiay, | 
Carroll Young; based on the newspaper 
feature, “Jungle Jim’; camera, Ira H 


Morgan; editor, Henry Batista. Previewed 
April 14, 50. Running time, 73 MINS. 
Jungle Jim Johnny Weissmuller 





er eet ree ee Buster Crabbe 
NL. oc 2y 50 ee one 0b Bb 66 kOe Anita Lhoest 
DEER. os cdc veenebiegannsns Rick Valin 
BEBEIMR 6. tocrccveneveceses John Dehner 
Silva iveoseugeeken . Rusty Wescoatt 
es MET TORT TELE Te Nelson Leigh 

Title of “Captive Girl” means 
little to the plot of this latest 


Jungle Jim adventure from Co- 
lumbia but, for the market, it 
serves Okay. Juve trade should 
find Johnny Weissmuller'’s heroics 
satisfactory in a more or less stock 
tale. 

This time Weissmuller, as Jun- 
gle Jim, heads into the jungle 
to find a white leopard goddess 
who runs around with a pet tiger. 
Also hunting the girl is a native 


medicine man, who fears her dis- | 
reveal that he killed | 
many years before.) 


covery will 
her parents 
Jim and the witeh doctor indulge 


in some stereotyped clashes and | 
gal | 


chase the 
Windup 


threats as they 
through the shrubbery. 


sees jungle animals coming to the) 


rescue just when it looks like evil 
will win out. 

Producer Sam Katzman has pro- 
longed the footage way beyond its 
natural course by _ repetitious 
scenes. A sharp pair of shears is 
needed to bring together the good 
action sequences. 

There are two other swimming 
names besides Weissmuller’s in 
the cast. Anita Lhoest, trim blonde 
looker, wears her leopard goddess 
in shapely fashion. 
dives and swims as leader of an 
expedition out to find treasures at 
the bottom of a. sacrificial pool 
and winds up a member of the 
skeleton crew that peoples the 
place. Rick Vallin, native chief, 
and John Dehner, the evil witch 
doctor, are among others supply- 
ing stock performances to the 
stock script by Carroll Young. 

Ira H. Morgan did the lensing, 
and footage is in sepia. Brog. 


Harbor of Missing Men 


Republic release of Sidney Picker pro- 
duction. Features Richar@ Denning, r- 
bara Fuller, Steven Geray, Aline Towne, 
Percy Helton, George Zucco. Directed by 

G. Springsteen. Hg me d John K, 
urnie; music, 
Stanley Wilsom editor, Arthur Roberts. 
Tradeshown N. Y., April 17, ’50. Running 
time, 60 MINS. 
EE «5's DE 6. AA Rae 
OS eae 
Captain Corcoris 
Angelike . 


Barbara Fuller 


Steven Geray 
. Aline Towne 


i**Rummy” Davis........ +... Perey Helton 
- G, Danziger........... George Zucco 
Pee COPGREED ca cccceeecs cies Paul Marion 
ho. EES a ree Ray Teal 
| Johnny ...........++.++. Robert Osterloh 
Mama Corcoris .......... Fernanda Eliscu 
Captain Koretsky.......... Gregory Gay 
CORE neice ccs Pcccecseves Gimmie Kelly 
NN. s'v.63.0040-4.4.0ic bet Barbara Stanley 
SGD 66 cavéecncecue Neyle Morrow 
SRP aa Charles LaTorre 





Held to a tight 60 minutes, 
Harbor of Missing Men” is a 


neatly paced actioner right in the | 


dualer groove. Localed for the 
most part on the high seas, pic, 


with a smuggling motif, generates 


enough excitement: for the average 


filmgoer. 

Fishing boat owner Richard 
Denning, trying to earn a fast 
buck in the smuggling racket, is 
hijacked by two of his accomplices, 
while in possession of son cash 
due his employer for delivery of 
contraband. When Denning faiis 
to show, his boss concludes he 
stole the 
heods on his trail. Meanwhile, 
Denning, holing-up with a Greek 
fishing boat captain and his family, 


falls in love with the captain’s 
daughter and decides to go 
| Straight. 


He finally, proves to his boss 
that he didn’t take the dough and 
in doing so puts the finger on the 
hijackers. Before pic runs out 
his employer and one of hijackers 
are both killed. The other hi- 
jacker is headed for prison and 
Denning is ready to pay for his 
crimes. 

Denning turns in a ‘capable job, 


while Aline Towne is convincing | 





Buster Crabbe | 


money and puts some | 





as the girl. George Zucco 
standard as the boss-man. R. G. 
Springsteen’s. direction keeps 

things going at a good pace, while 

a MacBurnie’s lensing fills the 
ill. 





Mystery at the 
Burlesque 
(MUSICAL—BRITISH) 


Hollywood, April 11. 

| Monogram release of Daniel N. Angel 
‘production. Features Garry Marsh, John 
, Pertwee, Jack Livesey, ot Makehem 
Jimmy Edwards, Diana Decker, Donaid 
| Clive, the Windmill Theatre Company 
of London and staff. Written and dj. 
/ rected by Val Guest; camera, Bert Mason: 
songs, Val Guest; Ronald Bridges and 
Charles Rose, Bill Currie; choreography, 
Jack Billings; editor, Douglas Myers. Pre. 
eevee April 11, ‘50. Running time, 5¢@ 





Detective Inspector...... Garry Marsh 
. |. SRSA rarer John Pertwee 
DEP: WOR TOMAR s cccdiccss Jack Livesey 
Gimpy ........eeeeeeees Elliot Makehem 
Jimmy Terre Tr: a ee Jimmy Edwards 
i. SET eee eee Diana Decker 
Donald Donald Clive 


| The Windmill Theatre Co. and Staff 


} 


| The English-made “Mystery at 
the Burlesque” is a mild little mu- 
sical whodunit for Monogram to 
distribute in the states. Murder 
|angle serves as little more than an 
excuse to bring on five songs and 
production numbers, as performed 
at the small Windmill theatre in 
London. However, despite story 
triteness, it moves along okay and 
the footage is only 58 minutes, 
keying it for lowercase bookings. 

Val Guest did the script, di- 





rected and also contributed two 
songs. Best of his numbers are 
“Tll Settle For You.” Ronald 


Bridges and Charles Rose did two 
tunes, and coming over best is 
| “*Mexico,” nicely staged. 

| Plot sees curtain coming down 
on the last show and a dead man 
in the front row. The London 
| detectives take over, have the 
Windmill east repeat last half of 
the show as bullet is believed te 
have been fired from on stage, 
This setup gets the production 
numbers and tunes into the film, 
and denouement revealing the old 
theatre handyman did the killing, 
to save the romance of one of the 
| girls, is no surprise. 

Cast all run through their parts 


acceptably. Garry Marsh is the 
|detective, with Jon Pertwee his 
{humorous aide. Jack Livesey is 


the theatre operator, and the killer 

iis Elliot Makehem. Jimmy Ed- 
wards, Diana Decker and Donald 
Clive are among those credited 
| with singing and stepping off the 
itunes while the melodrama un- 
folds. 

Daniel N. Angel’s production was 
filmed as much as possible within 
the Windmill, according to a foot- 
note, and setting fits the tale. A 
[little more time on development 
of meller factors would have 
helped. Brog. 


La Beaute De Diable 
(The Beauty of the Devil) 
(FRENCH) 

Paris, March 28. 


Franco-London Film release of Uni- 
| versalia production. Directed by Rene 
Clair. Adapted by Clair and Armand 
| Salacrou from the “Faust” legend. Stars 
| Michel Simon, Gerard Philipe; features 
| Nicole Besnard, Simone Valere, Gino 
| Cervi, Raymond Cordy. Camera, Georse 


Kelber; editor, Robert Biart. At Made- 
| leine, Paris. Running time, 95 MINS. 
DO AR a eee Gerard Philipe 
DEE cass cebescensevs Michel Simone 
PY oh0060a000000< Nicole Besnard 
DD < kis catcsksnetens Simone Valere 
E. 6 chb bnnvs sudeees ... Gino Cervi 

ee ae Raymond Cordy 


Richard Denning | 


Rene Clair has woven a brilliant 
'tragi-comedy from the “Faust” 
‘legend. Logie has been added, 
'and the result is an always inter- 
‘esting study of good, evil, youth 
and age, science and its destruc- 
|tive application culminating in 
the atomic bomb, underlined with 
a comic gusto and vigorous acting 
'by Michel Simon and Gerard 
|Philipe. Pic is a definite art house 
}and sureseater entry with its pro- 
/vocative theme, exciting thesping 
and above average production 
value. Exploitation and word of 
/mouth will enhance the appeal. 
| Michel Simon in a tour-de-force 
| plays the devil to the hilt with the 
'grimacing and stylization neces- 
sary. Gerard Philipe is excellent 
|as the young Faust who is re 
|deemed by love and faith. The 
|supporting cast is capable with 
‘newcomer Nicole Besnard a stand- 
‘out as the gentle, simple Mar- 
‘guerite. Lensing is slick, and the 
| settings opulent. ; 

Clair directs at clever, rhythmic 
/pace, and underlines the ballet- 
itype comedy with subtle irony. 
| Editing is polished, and the music 
|helps underline the theme. Trick 
camera work is flawless, and he!ps 
| maintain the willing suspension 0 
disbelief necessary in the fantasy 
‘and allegory. Its adult interpreta- 
\tion of morals and ethics may )¢ 
questioned by some austere cen- 
sors. Faust redeems his soul only 
‘through the faith of another and 
‘not his own. He gets his you!" 
love, and maintains the fiwis ° 
‘his years of learning. Pic should 
be a strong art house grosser. 
Mosk. 
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~ Govt. to Oppose 


x 


“reformed” and can no longer be 
ment strategy in opposition to the 


Reforms’ Plea 


Washington, April 18. 


Dept. of Justice is lining its sights to blast the argument pre- 
sented by Metro, Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox that the industry has 


called “monopolistic.” Govern- 
chief argument presented by the 


three majors in their appeal papers to the U. S. Supreme Court 
is already prepared, it is understood. D of J’s answer will be that 


the only reason for the present 


reforms is the pressure of the 


anti-trust suit brought by the Government. 
When the high court convenes on the big case, Government 


lawyers will tell the bench that 


“predisposition towards monopoly. 


the companies already show a 
” Unless a relapse is prevented 


by the present strong decree, Government will argue, the majors 
will be back in the same old groove. 


D of J is prepared to concede 


been instituted by the three companies. 


that certain wide reforms have 
Those reforms, including 


shorter clearances, competitive selling and theatre-by-theatre book- 
ings, were made under the pressure of the first decree, the argu- 


ment goes. ) 
changes which would open the in 


Only outright divorcement will win further drastie 


dustry to free competition. 


Same argument was used successfully by the Government when 


the case was heard in the N. Y. 


federal district court. Govern- 


ment has no intention of switching its strategy in view of the fact 


that it has already paid off. 








U's Kettle’ and EL’s ‘Gloves’ Pronto 
Into N.Y. Circuits Sans Bway Bally 


Because the Broadway first-run¢ 
setup is proving a tough nut to 
crack profit-wise, several  distribs 
are experimenting on direct book- 
ing into the two affiliated New 
York circuits without preliminary 
Times Sq. showing on certain pix. | 
Universal kicked off this week on | 
this sort of operation when the 
major preemed its “Ma and Pa 
Kettle Go to Town” in a large 
number of RKO, Century and) 
Skouras houses. Eagle Lion will | 
also duck the mazda belt for “The | 
Golden Gloves.” 

“Gloves” will go directly into 
the Loew's chain as the second 
half of a dualer. Company wants 
to avoid the risk of taking a loss 
on a Broadway showing with its 
attendant ad and exploitation costs. 
U is considering the same sort of 
handling for several more of its 
upcoming films. 

Eight out of 10 pix opening on 
Broadway lose money on the en- 
gagement, according to spokesmen 
for both U and EL. “You’re a piker 
if you spend less than $15,000 on 
a pre-opening campaign,” EL big- 
gie said. “Thereafter, the cost runs 
from $3,000-$4,000 weekly for the’ 
length of the engagement. Only 
a really big picture can pay off on 
that sort of nut.” 

With the possible exception of 
Los Angeles, Broadway situation 
is unique, it is said. All other 
towns have ad rates low enough to 
give the pic a good chance of com- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Picture Biz Running 
Among U.S. Bonds, Palsy 
And N.Y. Fund Drives. 


U.S. Savings Bond Drive, which 
starts May 15, and a $5,000,000, 
fund-raising campaign for the 
United Cerebral Palsy Assns. to be 
carried on May 1-31, are keeping 
film industry toppers hopping in| 
behalf of the projects. Industry’s 
participation in the 1950 Bond, 
Drive gets under way today ( Wed.) 
at a luncheon at the Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. ¥. Host will be Secretary 
of the Treasury John W. Snyder 
and some 50 guests are to include 
chiefs of production, exhibition and 
distribution. 

Meanwhile, Samuel, Pinanski, in- 
dustry’s national chairman for the 
bond drive, this week disclosed ap-| 
pointment of 71 of the nation’s. 
leading exhibs, who will serve as 
regional co-chairmen. Assisting the 
Cerebral Palsy Assn.’s first nation- 
al campaign is Leonard H. Golden- 
son, United Paramount Theatres 
prez, who also heads UCPA. Bob 
Hope is the drive’s national chair- 
man and among others aiding the 
Cause are TOA’s Gael Sullivan 
and National Allied head Trueman 
Rembusch. 

In addition, the 1950 .Greater 
New York Fund Appeal will soon 
Make its annual pitch, accofding to | 

obert W. Dowling, prez of City 
Investing Co., and the Fund's city- | 
wide chairman. Dowling yesterday | 
(Tues. ) revealed the appointment | 
of David W. Brumbaugh, veepee | 
and secretary of Time, Inc., who 
Will head the publishing, entertain- 
ment and professions section of the 
ortheoming Fund Appeal. All 
Monies raised help in the operation | 
of some 423 local voluntary hos-| 
Pitals throughout the city. 








Lipton’s ‘Francis’-Stein 
Hollywood, April 18. 

The campaign Universal’s 

publicity and exploitation de- 

partments built for ‘Francis’ 

is proving a headache for pub- 


ad chief David Lipton. Now 
other producers on the lot 
want a_ similarly extensive 
campaign for their pictures, 
which is an impossibility, of 
course. Lipton observes: 
“We've created our own 


Francis-stein.” 








Rep and Mono Net 
Profits Also Up 


Both Republic and Monogram 


have wrapped up continued gains | 
in distrib profits and evidencing | 


the rally which a number of the 
smaller companies have been stag- 
ing recently. Rep this week aired 
a $485,766 net before taxes for the 
quarter ended Jan. 28 against a 
take of $413,800 for the compara- 
tive period of the preceding year. 
Mono’s six-month net is $150,375 
for the stretch winding up Dec. 31 
against a net loss of $264,892 for 
the comparative '48 period. 

In Mono’s case, the big gain was 
registered despite a sharp drop in 
gross. That figure amounted to 


$4,654,565, considerably off from 
1948's $5,647,503. Upped net in 


‘the face of this dip is attributable 


to the company’s cutback on ex- 
pensive pix which its affiliate, Al- 
lied Artists, was producing. Mono 
slapped a ceiling on per-pic pro- 


| duction costs early last year which 


is now showing up in profit re- 
turns. 

Rep’s returns after taxes come 
to $290,766. There is no compara- 
tive figure for this sum given in 
last year year’s report. Taxes 
amount to some $195,000. 

Rep and Mono are in the same 


| boat with Columbia and Universal 
‘since all four distribs have racked 


up gains in early fiscal 1950 over 
their ’49 returns. In each instance, 
studios have cracked the produc- 
tion nut problem with the results 
showing up in the profit-and-loss 
ledgers. 


Bond Quits Indie Ranks 
To Become UI Producer 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Anson Bond abandoned the in- 
dependent field to sign a long-term 
contract with Universal-Interna- 
tional as producer-writer. His in- 
terests in “East Is East,” which he 
had been readying for indie film- 
ing, were sold to Joseph Bernhard, 
Film Classics chief. 

Anson’s Emerald Productions 
will cease producing but will con- 
tinue as a holding company to col- 
lect profits from two pictures, ‘Not 





j Wanted” and “The Vicious Years.” ,of indie production, 


10,200 


+ 


WB Common 
Gifted by H. A. Warner 


Washington, April 18. 

Stock gifts totaling 10,200 shares 
of Warners $5 par common stock 
were made last month by Harry 
and Albert Warner, according to '| 
the latest Securities and Exchange | 
Commission report of “insider 
transactions” for the period Feb. 
11 to March 10. 

Harry Warner reported six gifts 
of 1,000 shares apiece. However, 
he retained 259,750 shares, plus 
another 16,000 shares in a trusi ac- 
count. Albert Warner gave away 
4,200 shares, but then purchased 








an equal number to maintain his 
‘level of 438,800 shares, plus 21,000 
in a trust account. 
| Samuel Broidy purchased 2,500 | 
shares of Monogram $1 common, | 
giving him 43,299. He owns op-| 
| tions for an additional 2,000 shares. | 
Samuel Wolf added 2,500 shares, 
making his bundle 30,000. Leon 
Goldberg, officer and director of 
Universal Pictures, purchased his 
first 100 shares of the company’s 
($1 par common. Trust funds con- 
|trolled by Jack Cohn added 400 
| shares of Columbia Pictures no par 
common, giving the trust 20,957. | 
Cohn also owns 45,524 shares in his 
own name. 
James R. Grainger, of Republic 
Pictures, reported purchasing 500 
shares of the company’s $1 cumu- 
'lative preferred. He also owns 300. 
shares of the 50c common. SEC 
also listed a 1949 report of Asso- 
ciated Motion Picture Industries, 
which shows it owning 178,842 
shares of Republic common, .and 
49.600 shares of Republic pre- 
| ferred. 
Walter converted 


P. Marshall 


certificates in interest in United 
|Paramount Theatres into five 
ishares of stock, giving him 30 


|shares of the common. Walter W. 
{Gross listed certificates of interest 
'for 100 shares. 

Robert W. Dowling of City In- 
vesting, sold 1,500 shares of his 
firm’s $5 common stock. That left 
him with 16,036, plus 225,458 in 





{holding companies. His holding 
companies also own debentures 
worth $1,900. 

meme aoe 





Reissues No B.0. 

















Continued trom page 3 game 
| 

'Dust"” on the market. Metro 
spokesman contended that if a re- 
issue has the right components, 
it can still do business, explaining 
ithat it’s all a question of timing 
to meet the public taste. For ex- 
jample, he noted Metro’s success 
'two years ago with “Rage in H@av- 


en,” which starred Ingrid Berg- 
man. If any reissue came out now 
‘with Miss Bergman, he said, it 


' would probably do a fast fold. 

! Warners also is cutting down, 
Company’s last two reissues were 
‘turned out in December, 1949— 
“Farewell to Arms” and “Hatchet 
|/Man.” Only two more are slated | 
now, “Destination Tokyo” and 
“God Is My Co-Pilot,” which open 
May 3 at the Broadway Strand. | 
WB decided to put these on the; 
|market to take advantage of the 
|current audience enthusiasm for 
'war pictures, as evidenced by the 
‘top grosses earned by “Battle- 
| ground,” “Sands of Iwo Jima,” ete. 
Paramount sales veepee A. W. 
Schwalberg said Par too has no set 
policy for reissues and has none 
coming up in the immediate fu- 
ture. He said the company would 
release them if any fit in with the 
present schedule. Par released six 
last year. 








RFC Cool 


mums Continued from page 5 ——_ 


loff, who has made application for 


la loan, and a group of attorneys. 


‘ 
| 








Bischoff’s Reasoning 

Hollywood, April 18. 
Sam Bischoff, asked here why, 
/ he should go to Washington to seek 
coin when the RFC demands the 
same bonds and guarantees as lo- 
{eal banks, pointed out that the 
Government allows 10 years or 
more for repayment of loans. 
Banks, he said, want their coin 
‘back in 12 months. 
| That makes it virtually impos- 
|sible for indies to close deals, pro- 
|ducer said, since the money comes 
due long before a picture can pay 
off. He declared he had told the 
‘RFC that since 1947 labor employ- 
|ment in the studios had decreased 
(72%. A great deal of this curtail- 
ment, he said, stemmed from lack 


| shares 


' $607,061 to pick up this stock. 


Revealing 20th-Fox Statement 


~ Accents Minimal Distrib Gain 


> 
* 


| 





Pix Costs Coming Down 

In making his annual report 
to stockholders, Spyros P. 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, chart- 
ed the average film produc- 
tion cost for the past six years. 
Breakdown is regarded as one 
of the most promising features 
of the Skouras statement since 
it shows the studio steadily 
shaving the negative nut on 





its output. Breakdown is as 
follows: 

No. of Average 
Year Releases Cost 
1945 24 $1,389,000 | 
1946 24 1,416,800 | 
1947 18 2,328,600 
1948 21 1,869,700 
1949 24 1,787,700 
1950 (est.) 26-30 1,643,000 








I ranco-Anglo-US. 
3-Way Prod. Setup 


Blocked remittances and playing 
time quotas are no hazards for the 
Tri-Partite Producing group, an in- 
ternational filmmaking organiza- 
tion composed of Cusick Interna- 
tional Films of the U. S., Five} 
Oceans Films of Britain, and Sagitta | 
Films of Paris. Three firms finance 
the group’s ventures, Peter Cusick 
explained in New York last week, 
with no interchange of money, use 
of frozen funds or bank loans. 

Tri-Partite, incidentally, isn’t a 
corporate title but an unofficial 
name used by the cooperating com- 
panies to describe their everall as- 
sociation. Group, which has been | 
in existence about two years, com- 
pleted its first picture four weeks 
ago and present plans call for an 
annual output of three films. 

Initialer is “Pardon My French” 
which stars Merle’ Oberon and 
Paul Henried. Bernard Vorhaus | 
directed from an original screen- 
play by Roland Kibbee. Made as 
a locationer outside Cannes, the 
film had about 18 Britishers in its 
production personnel. These _ in- 
cluded the associate producer, 
cameraman and sound crew all of 
whom were paid in sterling by 
Five Oceans. Dollar expenses were 
assumed by Cusick while the bal-| 
ance: of the disbursements were | 
handled in franes by Sagitta. 

Next on the group’s slate in/| 
“The Long Dark Hall,” a Nunnally | 
Johnson screenplay which Cusick | 
bought from Universal - Interna-| 
tional. Johnson script, which was 
based upon the Edgar Lustgar-' 
ten novel, “One More Unfortu-| 
nate,” is being revised by Michael | 
O'Shaughnessy. Picture ralls in/| 
(Continued on page 18) | 


Col and 20th Continue 
Retiring Pfd. Common 


Washington, April 18. | 

In the course of its drive to re- 
tire cumulative preferred stock, 
Columbia has filed a_ certificate 
with the Securities and Exchanges 
Commission reducing its capital 





structure from $17,992,806 to 
$17,609,306. Col has retired 3,835 
shares of the preferred issue 


which it picked up on the open 
market. Some 71,165 shares of 
preferred remain outstanding as 
well as 1,000,000 shares of com- 
mon. 
Financial report of 20th-Fox dis- | 
closes that the major retired 2,877 | 
of prior preferred and 
9,300 shares of convertible pre- 
ferred during 1949. Company paid 





Par Picking Up More Stock 

Paramount has picked up more 
than 100,000 shares of its own 
common stock in the first four and 
one-half trading days since the 
major announced a drive to buy 
500,000 shares. Par has paid over 
$2,1000,000 for the stock at a price 
of $21 per share. Purchasing be- 
gan Thursday (13) and the $21 of- 
fer stands until May 4 though the 
company reserves the right to 
withdraw it prior to that date. 

Par’s action is aimed at reduc- 
ing its present common stock out- 
standing to about 2,500,000 shares 
thereby trimming iis obligations 


jon dividends. \ 


| United 
; South Africa contributed 46°7 


!company demonstrates, 


Precedent-smashing annual re- 
port of prexy Spyros P. Skouras 
that went the limit to show the 
sources of 20th-Fox’s revenues con- 
firms distribution’s comeback which 
has already been demonstrated by 
reports of Paramount, Metro and 
Republic. At the same time, film- 
ites see a lesson in the fact that 
20th’s net from film sales increased 
only fractionally in 1949 over the 
preceding year, although the gross 
boomed ahead by $8,384,782 to an 
ali-time high. The Skouras analy- 
sis shows, major execs say, that 
distribution is still not getting a 
fair slice of the profits from its 
total business. 

Peculiarly enough, while the the- 


| atre end of 20th’s activities was hit 
| fairly hard, its gross take being off 


5%, the National Theatres’ net held 
up well with earnings of $8,515,718, 
against $8,741,036 in 1948, The 20th 
report, therefore, shows a big climb 
in film rentals, with a fractional 
gain in net and a_ substantial 
drop in theatre revenues with next 
to no dip in net earnings. 

Of the $12,415,146 take by 20th 
in 1949, film sales accounted for 
$3,899,428 and theatre operations 
for $8,515,718. In "48, the respec- 
tive figures were $3,768,229 and 
$8,741,036. Total film rentals came 
to $94,313,808, against $84,248 657 
in the previous year. Theatre re- 
ceipts amounted to $75,204,919, 
compared to $79,147,221 in ’48. 

Foreign Vs. Domestic 

Skouras also weighed foreign re- 
turns against domestic. U.S. and 
Canada receipts from rentals to- 
talled $62,589,282, while the for- 
eign gross take was $31,724,526. 


| These figures compare with 1948's 


of $54,204,500 and $30,044,157. 

In.a further anaylsis of the for- 
eign-scene, Skouras disclosed that 
20th’s losses from devaluation 
amounted to $663,997. Had ex- 
change rates stayed the same, rent- 
als for ’49 from abroad would have 
exceeded $34,000,000, he © said. 
Kingdom, Australia and 
of 
the total take, he added, and 48% 
in 1948. 

Dollar remittances for 20th came 
to $13,000,000 in 1949. In addition, 
expenditure of foreign balances on 
production, story purchases, taxes, 
etc., were equivalent to another 

(Continued on page 18) 





‘EL’s Brandt Favors 


More Drumbeaters In 


The Field; Know B.0. Best 


Plea that exhibs throughout the 
country put pressure on their local 
newspapers for greater support of 
the film industry during the cur- 
rent tough period is voiced by Leon 
Brandt, Eagle Lion's top ad-pub- 
ber. He contends that “the news- 
papers are not giving a fair shake 
to the industry, although we are 
one of their strongest financial sup- 
porters. We need their backing 
today and we shouid get it.” 

Brandt also wants distribs to re- 
appraise the situation so far as 


‘throwing money into “oversize ads 


in newspapers.” Checkup by his 
he said, 
that no greater return boxoffice- 
wise is obtained from heavy spend- 
ing on giant ads. “The millions 
saved could be spent for more use- 
ful purposes—personally, I would 
put it on field exploiteers and trade 
paper ads.” 


Pathe Cuts Its Red Ink To 
5006; $1,441,000 in ’48 


Annual report of Pathe Indus- 
tries, parent company of Eagle 
Lion, which goes to stockholders 





| late this week will show an over- 
lal! loss of something under $500,- 


000, it has been learned. In effect, 
the statement will represent some- 
thing of a recovery for’the com- 
pany since its red-ink entry in 
fiscal 1948 amounted to $1,441,000. 
Report covers the calendar year 
which ended Dec. 31, 1949. 

Company in which Robert R. 
Young, railroad magnate, is con- 
trolling stockholder will also show 
a dwindling gross. However, that 
dip is not attributable to the film 
activities of the company centered 
in EL. Gross for EL will be $2,- 
500,000 better than in ’48. 

Besides EL, Pathe operates a 
film lab, several factories and holds 
a number of real estate parcels. 
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for U-IS B/G PUSH! 




















* In its opening engagement, CIRCLE 
THEATRE, INDIANAPOLIS, it OUT-GROSSED 
“Ma and Pa Kettle” by almost 40%... 


and moved over into Keith’s Theatre for 











. indefinite run! 


*& At the LAFAYETTE THEATRE, BUFFALO, 
it OUT-GROSSED “FRANCIS”! and did 30% 


better than original “Ma and Pa” gross! 


* At the RKO BOSTON, BOSTON, it 
chalked up one of the BIGGEST WEEK- 


ENDS for any U-I picture! 























— tEONARO STERN Directed by CHARLES LAMONT * Produced by LEONARD GOLDSTEIN. \ 
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At $36,000 in 3 Houses, ‘Capetown’ 


226, Baron’ 196, 


-Runs Lag; ‘O'Grady’ Tops 


‘3d Man’ Nice 7456 





Los Angeles, April 18. #-— 


Los Angeles first-runs are hit- 
ting a post-holiday lag, with mod- 
erate grosses being recorded ~q 
most situations. Of the new bills, 
“Daughter of Rosie O'Grady” is) 
most promising, with indications | 
of nearly $36,000 in three sites. |. 
“Cargo to Capetown” is shaping 
up to a thin $22,000 in two houses, | 
while “Baron of Arizona,” in five 
theatres. is taking only an esti- 
mated $19,000. 

Advanced-price run of “Third 
Man.” in a small-seater, is expect- 
ing a nice, but not big, $7,500. 
“Rigoletto” is mild at near $4,000, 
also at a small-seater. The second 
frame of “Cheaper by Dozen” is 
heading for a pleasing $43,000 in 
five sites. “Riding High,” with a 
stage show, is off to $16,500 in two | 
spots, being in second session. 

Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Hollywood, Beverly 
Hills, Hawaii, Forum Music Halls 
(Prin-Cor) (902;. 512;, 834; 1,106; 
2.100: 55-$1)—“Baron of Arizona” 
(Indie) and “Operation Haylift” | 
(Indie). Slow $19,000. Last week, | 
“Johnny Holiday” (UA) and 
“Fighting Stallion’’ (EL), small) 
$15,700. 


Los 


Loyola, 





Chinese, Uptown, 
(FWC) (2,097; 
2.048: 1.719: 1.248; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Cheaper by Dozen” (20th) (2d 
wk). Good $43,000. Last week, 
fine $62,700. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2.756: 1.757: 2.344; 60-$1)— 
“Daughter Rosie O'Grady”, (WB). 
Gocd $36,000. Last week, “‘Stage 
Fright” (WB) (2d wk), nifty $24,- 
300. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404: 1.538; 60-$1)—‘‘Yellow Cab 
Man" (M-G) and “Side Street” 
(M-G) (2d wk-3 days). About $11,- | 
000 for 3 days. Last week, neat | 


Angeles, 
Wilshire 


$31.300. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
890: 2.812; 50-$1)— “Cargo to 
Capetown” (Col) and “Captive | 
Girl’ (Col. Slow $22,000. Last | 


week, “Cinderella” (RKO) (3d wk), | 
$24.100. 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 


—“Riding High” (Par) with Frank | 


| week, 


| “Third 
Strong $17,500. 


Broadway Grosses 








Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $604,000 | 
(Based on 19 theatres.) 
Last Year .. $804,500 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 








Treason Nice 


$14,000 to Pace 


| Fright,” in fairish tempo. ““Mark 


4 Hefty H.0.’s in Cincy; 
- ‘Stage Fright’ Fair 96 


Cincinnati, April 18. 

Four hefty holdovers are 
bunched for front money this 
stanza, duplicating their race in 
the big, Faster heat. They are 
“Cheaper By Dozen,” “Riding 
High,” “Yellow Cab Man’ and 
“Francis.” Top new bill is “Stage 


of Gorilla” and “Story of Molly 
X” are other newcomers, both 
mildies. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) - 
“Riding High” (Par) (2d wk). Fair- 
ish $10,000 after solid $14,000 
preem. 

Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- | 
75)—"‘Cheaper By Dozen” (20th) | 
(2d wk). Swell $10,000 on heels 
of big $15,000 bow. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) 
“Yellow Cab Man” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Hotsy $9,000 trailing tall $14,000 
first round. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)—“Francis” (U) (2d wk). Good 
$9,500 in wake of terrific $14,000 


a 





| kickoff. 


Spotty Frisco 


San Francisco, April 18. 
Warm temperatures have hit | 
grosses hard this week, excepting | 
at the St. Francis and Warfield. | 
Baseball is also reaping the bene- | 
fits from the theatre slack. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)\—‘‘Cinderella” (RKO) (3d wk), 
okay $11,500. Last week, hefty 
$25,000. 
Fox (FWC) 
“Wabash 


(4.651; 60-95) — 
Avenue’ (20th) and/| 
“Harbor of Missing Men” (Rep) | 
(2d wk). Only $11,500. Last week, | 
dull $18,500. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 60-85) | 
— “Yellow Cab Man” (M-G) (2d/ 
wk). Holds to fine $14,500. Last 
sock $26,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— 
“Riding High” (Par) (2d wk), $12.- 
000. Last week, a big $18,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 
Man” (SRO) (2d_ wk). 
Last week, $19.- | 
500. 

Orpheum ‘No. Coast) (2.448; 55- 
85'\—“‘Guilty of Treason” (EL) and 
“Boy from Indiana” (EL), Pleas- | 
ing $14,000. Last week, “Buc- 
caneer Girl’ (U) and “Outside the 
Wall” (U), $13,500. 

United Artists 


| 
(No. Coast) | 


Marlowe, others on stage at L. A., | (1,207; 55-85) -— ‘““Jehnny Holiday” 


Ben Pollack. Pied Pipers at Holly- | 
Dropping to $16,- | 


wood (2d wk). 


500. Last week, below hopes at | 
$28.000. 
United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- | 


dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) 
100; 1.370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60-$1)— | 
“Ma and Pa Kettle Go to Town” 


(U) and ‘Federal Agent at Large” | 


(Rep) (2d wk). Scant $13,000. Last 
weck, offish at $25,000. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 50-95) 
—“Vicious Years” (FC) (2d run) 
with Ted Mack’s “Original Ama- 
teur Hour” on stage. Mild $14,000. 
Last week, “Palooka Meets Hum- 
phrey” (Mono) (2d run) with eight 
acts vaude, $13,700. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)— 
“Rigoletto” (Indie). Near $4,000. 
Last week, “Gay Lady” (EL) (2d 
wk-8 days), $1,600. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1-$1.80) 
—‘Third Man’ (SRO). Nice $7,- 
500. Last week, “Il Trovatore” 
(Indie) (4th wk), $1,600. 

Glebe, Iris, El Rey, Belmont, 
Guild (FWC) (799; 828; 861; 1,532; 
968; 60-$1)—‘Jolson Sings Again” 
(Col) and “‘Beware Blondie” (Col) 
(2d wk). Only $7,500. Last week, 
slow $16,200. 


‘OUTRIDERS’ MODERATE 
136; H.0.s FLOOD K. C. 


Kansas City, April 18. 
Week's lineup is heavy with 
holdovers, only two houses hav- 
ing a change of program. 
riders” at the Midland is only new 





film in a major house, and getting 
Second weeks are} 


moderate play. 


| (370; 
(2,-| 


| 


| $4,500. 


“Out- | 


(UA) (2d wk). Thin $5,000 for 5) 
days. Last week, $8,000. 


Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) | 
85-$1) — “Major Barbara” | 

(Indie) (reissues). $2,700 for 10) 

days, weak. Last week, ‘The 

Guinea Pig’, (Indie) 

days, $3,500. 


f squire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
—‘Buccaneer Girl” ‘(U) and “Out- 
side Wall” (U) (2d wk) (m.o.). Nice 
Last week, “Francis” (U) 
and “Bodyhold” (Col) (7th wk) 
(m.o.) oke $4.500. 

Clay ‘(Roesner) 
“The Titan” (UA). Big $3,600. 
Last week. “Monsieur Vincent” 
| (Indie) $2,200. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
“Sunshine Follows Rain” (Scan- 
'dia). Slow $2,400. Last week, 
|*Woman Trouble” ('ndie) (2d wk), 
thin $2,100. 

Geary (1.550; 60-$1.80) — “Bi- 
eycle Thiet” (Indie) (6th wk). Only 
$6,000. Last week, okay $8,900. 





Minneapolis, April 18. 

“Riding High” is pacing 
field among straight film new- 
comers, the Bing Crosby picture 
hitting on all cylinders. Other- 
wise, 
sixth to play Minneapolis, is get- 
ting boxoffice action. “Nancy 
Goes to Rio” also has attracted 
some favorable attention. 


| 


good on “Cinderella” at the Mis-! fourth loop week for “12 O’Clock 


souri, “Cheaper By the Dozen” in 
three Fox Midwest houses, and 
“Riding High” at the Paramount. 
“Bicyele Thief” at the Kimo 
very good, and probably will stay 
a third week. 


the week, but warmed up nicely 
for the weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 


65) — “Congorilla” (Indie) and 
“Borneo” (Indie). 
$3.000. Last week, “Hit the Ice” 


(EL) and “Letter of Introduction” 
(EL) ‘reissues), same. 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 55-75)— 


(Continued on page 22) 


is | 


Weather was unsea- 
sonably cold first couple days of | 


Thrillers fair! on this one and 


| High,” the third for “Cinderella” 

'and the second for “Cheaper by 

the Dozen” and “Conspirater.” 
Estimates for This Week 


| Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) —_ 
(20th) | 


| “Cheaper by the Dozen” 


(m.o.). Here after big initia? Ra- | 
dio City stanza. Still powerful at 
$8,000. Last week, “12 O’Clock 


Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Un- 


dertow” (U). Very mixed opinions | Last week, “East Side, West Side” | sturdy 


lon the going’s rough. 
Light $4.000. Last week, “Wake 


Island” (Par) and “Se Proudly We | 


Hail” (Par) (veissues), okay $5,000. 


‘“Riding High” (Par), Doing at the 


| “Undertow” 


(2d wk), 4! 


(400; 65-85) —| 


Crosby- Riding High’ $15,000, Mpls.; 
Nancy’ Fair 106, ‘Grass'-Vaude 186 


the RKO vaudeville unit, | 


It’s the | 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
“Mark of Gorilla” (Col) and “Palo- | 
mino” (Col). Mild $4,000. Last | 
week, “Cinderella” (RKO), fourth | 


downtown sesh, pleasing $5,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) —/ 
“Stage Fright” (WB). Fairish $9,- | 
000. Last week, “Nevadan” (Col), 
moderate $9,500. 

Shubert (Mid-States) (2,100; 55- 
75)—“Story of Molly X” (U) and 
(U). So-so $5,000. 
Last week, “Under My _ Skin” 
(20th) (m.o.), slow $3,500. 


L’ville Holding Up; 
‘Dozen’ Tops at $14,000, 
‘3d Man’ Fair $11,000 


Louisville, April 18. 

Satisfactory biz is in prospect 
this week, following a hefty stanza | 
preceding week. While current | 
pace is not expected to come up| 
to last week’s figures, results | 
should be okay. “Cheaper by | 
Dozen,” at the Rialto looks -like 
best in town. “Third Man” at 
Loew’s State is catching some 
b.o. attention, but “Stagefright,”’ | 
at the Mary Anderson, after a) 





brisk teeoff, dropped off after! 
first four days. se 
School holiday and_ visiting 


teachers from out in the state hy-| 
poed biz on first three days of 
current stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; | 
45-65) —"‘Stagefright” (WB). Teed) 
off at brisk pace, but tapered off | 
after Sunday (16). Indicated | 
medium $7,000. Last week “Johnny | 
Holiday” (UA) sturdy $8,500. | 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65) — “Cheaper by Dozen” 
\(20th). Strong enough for single- 
|billing, and plenty of 
lteachers and juves on- vacation | 
building this one to neat $14,000. 
|Last week “Cinderella” (RKO) 





| came through solidly for strong | 


$15,000 and m.o. 
State ‘Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) —| 


“Third Man” (SRO) and “China-| 


/$11,000. Last week, “Yelhbow Cab) 
Man” (M-G) and “Blondie’s Hero” | 
(Col), neat $13,000. | 

Strand (FA) (1,200: 
| ““Red.Shoes” (EL) (2d wk). 





| visitors attending 
| school teachers. Nice $6,000, after 
last week’s fine $7,500. 


boxoffice just what its title says. 
Raves for picture, and Crosby a 
terrific magnet, of course. Good 
$15,000. Last week. “Cheaper by 
the Dozen” (20th), fine $16,500. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 55- 
76)-—"“Blue Grass of Kentucky” 
(Mono) and vaudeville. First-rate 
stage flesh presentation bringing 
‘em in. Good,$18.000. Last week, 
“Cinderella” (RKO), 
in five days after terrifi¢ $28,000 


Holy Week. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70) 
/—“Cinderella” (RKO) (3d wk). 


Continuing to roll. 


Satisfactory $4,000 in five days. 
| State ‘Par) (2,300; 50-70) 


‘too much steam. Light $8.000. 
| (M-G), mild $9,000. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-85) 
“Conspirator” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 


exploitation has, helped this one. 


i week. Will goa third week, 


'the year here. 


visiting | Karas. 


Good $8,000, | lik 
Last week, “Francis” (U) (3d wk), | Fright” at the Warner. which day 
dates with the uptown Am-| 
: 30( r “Third 
3,000 C ‘Nancy Goes to Rio’ (M-G). Very | Man, at the Playhouse, is still go- 
High” (20th) (3d wk), good $5,400. well-liked musical not getting up|ing strong in its 5th week. and 
holds 
at 


‘Woman’ NG 156; 


‘Dozen’ Boff $30,000 in Spotty Philly, 


‘Rupert -Vaude 256 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .. $2,622,000 
Based on 23 cities, 212 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .. $3,132,500 
(Based on 23 cities and 197 
theatres.) 


"4 Man’ No. | For 
Pitt With $20,000, 
Fright’ NSG 1346 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 

“Third Man” at the Penn is the 
big noise this week, with holdover 
of ‘Cheaper By the Dozen” at Mar- 
ris running a close second. Lat- 
ter will probably stick around for 
another stanza. None of the other 
h.o.’s is doing very -well. “Love 
Happy” at Barry and “Wabash 
Avenue” at Fulton both sliding, 
although “Cinderella” continues to 











show strength in m.o. to Warner 
after big 16 days at Stanley. 
“Stage Fright” at Stanley looks 


slim while second session of vaud- 
film (“Mark of Gorilla’) is up a 
little over the first one at Senator. 
Estimates for This Week 

Barry (Skirball) (1,100; 45-80)— 
“Love Happy” (UA) (2d wk). Dip- 
ping sharply. May do $4.000 if 
held for full stanza, which is 
doubtful. 

Fulton (Shea) (1.700: 45-80)— 
“Wabash Avenue” (20th) (2d wk). 


|Got a pretty good weekend. which 


will insure its sticking around for 
the full 7-dav h.o. session. Looks 
like around $8,000 on top of $10,- 


000 last week. 

Harris (Harris) (2.200: 45-80)— 
“Cheaper By Dozen” (20th) (2d 
wk). This one’s proving a real 


mopup, one of the top clicks of 
Should knock out 
$14,000, enough to hold it again. 
Last week underestimated, it did 
sizzling $18,000. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300: 45-80)— 
“Third Man” (UA). Sock of the 
week, and ought to raék up $20.- 
000. Getting good break. too. by 


| simultaneous booking at Sheraton 


Hotel Lounge downtown of Anton 
the zither man. Picture 


will likely stick an extra five days | 


to get house back on a Thursday 
opening. Last week. “Yellow Cab 
Man” (M-G), did $15,000. 

Senator (Astor) (1.750: 50-99)— 
“Mark of Gorilla” (Col) and 
“Grand Ole Opry” vaude.  Hill- 


Looks like close to $12,000. Last 
week, in six days, “Traveling Sales- 
woman” (Col) and vaude not quite 


(WB) (3.800; 


45-65) — | $10.000. 


Pull- | 
|ing neat h.o. sesh, helped by many | “Stage Fright” (WB). 


Stanley 
Not 


|ic sweepstakes doesn’t stand a 


_chance with “Third Man” only few | 
~\ doors away. Doesn't figure to bet- 
week, 
(RKO), 


ter meager $13,500. Last 
second of “Cinderella” 
close to $19.000 in nine days. 
| Warner (WB) (2,000: 
“Cinderella” (RKO) 
Brought here after 


(m. 


$9,000. Last week, 
Slave Girl” (RKO), got $8,000. 


WASH. SLIDES; ‘FRANCIS’ 





' 
Washington, April 418. 


| Holdovers and a general post- 
good $11,000 | holiday slump are pulling down 


current b.o. average along the better-than-average first round? 
main stem. Two newcomers to $5,300. hy 
midtown’ scene shape solid.| New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-65'—| 
| “Francis,” at RKO Keith's, looks| “Wabash Ave. Blues” (20th) (24) 


like town’s leader, and 
| and 


|bassador, is promising. 


i“Cheaper by the Dozen” 
in its 
| Loew’s Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 


second stanza 


Capitol (Loew's) (2.434; 65-$1.20) 


— ‘Samson & Delilah” (Par) 


i (Continued on page 22) 


| 


Last week, only $7,000. 


45-80)— 
: fi-st- 
convention of | class Hitchcock and in melodramat- 


45-80)— | 
0.). | 
16 davs at 
Stanley, Walt Disney hit still has 
a punch left and heading for strong | 
“Tarzan and 


LEADS, NIFTY $18,000 


“Stage 


. ‘ (2d | “Woman 
Radio City ‘Pzar) ‘4,000; 50-70)— | Okay $3,000 etter geod $3.800 first | wk) plus vaude. Noscdived to fair | 


Philadelphia, April 13 
Spring’s first appearance hj. 
year cut into the Sunday take at 
| the first-runs, as customers stayed 
outdoors and afternoon business 
slumped. A heavy list of hojq. 
— also proved no boxoffice xs. 
| set. 
| Best of the newcomers and the 
best thing in town is “Cheaper 
| By the Dozen,” which had a heavy 
‘advance buildup by the Fox thea- 
tre management. “Woman of Pic. 
tinction” is undistinguished at the 
Boyd, and “Singing Guns” is soy, 
at the Stanton. “Cinderella” cop- 
tinues sock at the Trans-Lux. and 
both “The Titan” at the Studio 
and “Bicycle Thief,” at the Prip- 
;cess, held up very well 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99:\—°kjq 
from Texas” (U-I) (2d wk). Down 
to $8,000 after hefty $14,000 break- 
in. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)— 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col). 
Shabby $15,000. Last week, “Nancy 
Goes to Rio,” good $11,000 for 4th 
week. 

Earle (WB) (2.700: 50-99) 
“Great Rupert” (EL) with George 
Shearing, Billie Holiday onstage 
Mild $19,000. Last week. “Free 
for All” (U-I), with Jack Carson 
Janis Paige, Robert Alda onsiage, 
underquoted; nice $25,000. 

Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99 
“Cheaper By Dozen” (20th). Sel) 
ing campaign paving off. Boff $30.- 





000. Last week, “Wabash Avenue 
(20th), fine $20,000 for secon: 
stanza. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.200: 50- 
99)\—"“Yellow Cab Man” ‘(M-G) (2d 
wk). Neat $11,000. Last week 


good $15,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1.000; 50-99 
—‘Once More, My Darling” ‘U-! 
Fair $8,000. Last week. “Black 
Hand” (M-G), $7,500 for 3d week 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99) 
“Stage Fright” (WB) (2d wk). Slim 
$13,000 after $20,000 opener 

Princess (WB) (450: 40-85 
“Bicycle Thief” (Indie). Great 
$6,000. After sock $7,500 for ini- 
tial round. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2.500: 50- 
99)—“‘Riding High” (Par) (2d wk 


Holding to mild $11,000. Last 
week, $16,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— 
“Third Man” (DOS) ‘(2d wk 


Sturdy $20,000 after smash $30- | 


000 kickoff. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-99)— 
“Singing Guns” (Rep). Thin $6. 
500. Last week, “Cargo to Cupe- 
town” (Col), slow $7,000. 

Studio (Goldberg) (400; 50-99'— 
“Titan” (Indie) (2d wk). Plenty 
| profitable $6,000, after terrif $%7.- 
| 500 opener. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 
“Cinderella” ‘RKO) ‘4th = wk’. 
School reopening cut in. but siill 
sock at $13,000. Last week, tops 
$16,000. 





— ~ a eee oranins | a ——_ agree g An + Sewn. | ‘3d Man’ Strong $16,000, : 
air action a e wicket, likely | and perking u ings it. | . 
c y Pp g up n ere a bit | Balto; ‘Fright’ $9,500 


Baltimore, April 18 
Slight improvement is indicaied 


here this week. with most of the} 


their 
late 


downtown entries holding 
own a bit better than of 


Estimates for This Week 


Century ¢Loew’'s-UA) (3,000: 20- 
60)—“‘Third Man” (SRO). Cashing 


in on strong ballyhoo and pointinz } 
to strong $16,000 possibility. Last | 


week, “Yellow Cab Man” ‘\i-G' 
okay $12,300. ; 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: | 


' 20-80) — “Blue Grass Kentuch) 
(EL) plus- Ted Mack’s amateurs 
on stage. Flesh pulling them in 0! 
indicated $14,000. Last weck 
“Father Is a Bachelor” ‘Col! plus 
Three Stooges heading vaude mace 
good combo at $14,600. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460: 20- | 


60)—“Riding High” (Par) ‘2d wk 
Maintaining strong pace to 9.000 
after fine getaway to $12,400 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 
“Quicksand” (UA) (2d wki. 


breezy preem at $11,200. 


Attracting 
Last week. 
‘ Pal } 


, “Stage Fright” (WB). 
/some trade at $9,500. 
“Captain Carey, U.S.A.’ 
| steady $11,300. 

Town (Rappaport) (1.500: 
—‘“Back to Bataan” and 
Sky” (RKO) (revivals). Mild + 
500. Last week, secon¢é & 
of Distinction” ‘¢"" 
added $7,700 to nice initial ses!) © 
$10,800. 


35-69! 


50-99'— | 
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Chi NSG; Samson’ 


Wife -Vaude Slow 356, H.0.’s Spotty 


Chicago, April 18. + 


Biz ‘this week ‘continues spotty. | 
Of the four new products entering | 
the Loop this week, “Samson and | 
Delilah” seems to be doing best 
with a solid $47,000 expected at 
State-Lake’s advanced prices.) 
“Saints and Sinners” is shaping to | 
fast $5.000 in first week at World. | 
“Conspirators” and “Girls School,” | 
doubled at palace, are okay $10.- 
000. “Dear. Wife,” backed by stage 
show headlining Tommy Dix and 
Fdith Fellows, is slow, with $35,- 
000 expected. 

Five houses are in second week 
and, with the exception of Woods 


and Grand, doing sluggish busi- 
ness. At Woods, “Cheaper by the 
Dozen” is holding up smartly with 


fast $25,000. “Francis,” at Grand 
is pulling fine $10,000. But “Yel- 
low Cab Man,” at Roosevelt, is 
slow with $7,000 and “Sundown- 
ers,” paired with “House by the 
River,” at United Artists, drab | 
$7,000. “Woman of Distinction,” 
with Lena Harne on stage, at Ori- | 
ental, is disappointing $35,000 

Unusual situation which has Sel- 
wyn playing “Third Man” day- 
and-date with nabes has dropped 
grosses there in ninth week, with 
pic drawing $4,000. Garrick, with 
yair of reissues, “We've Never 
bean Licked” and “Ladies Coura- 
geous,”’ is droopy $4,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Dear Wife” (Par), with Edith Fel- 
lows and Tommy Dix onstage. 
Looks slow $35,000. Last week, 
*‘Wabash Avenue” (20th), plus Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis in person 
(2d wk). sock $53,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 50-98)— 
“We've Never Been Licked” (U) 
and “Ladies Courageous” (U) (re- 
issues). Sluggish $4,000 in sight. 
Last week, “Great Rupert” (EL) 
and “Kill or Be Killed” (EL), 
$4.000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)-—‘'Fran- 
eis” (U) (2d wk). Fast $10,000 
looming. Last week, $15,000. 

Oriental (Booth) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col), 
with Lena Horne in person (2d 
wk). . Fair $35,000. Last week, 


$43,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 50-98)— 
“The Conspirators” (M-G) and 
“Girls School” (Col). Neat $10,000 
expected. Last week, “Tarzan, and 
Slave Girl’ (RKO) and “Tyrant of 
Sea”’ (Col), $7,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Yellow Cab Man” (M-G) (2d wk). 
$7.000 expected. Last week ,$9,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; 50-98— 
“Third Man” (SRO) (9th wk). Day- 


and-date nabe competition slows 
receipts to $4,000. Last week, 
$8,500. 

State-Lake (D&K) (2,700: 74- 
$1.20) — “Samson and_ Delilah” 
(Par). Advanced tariff boosting 


take to lofty $47,000. Last week. 
“Perfect Strangers” (WB) (2d wk), 
$7.000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
98) “Sundowners” (EL) and 
“House by the River” (Rep) (2d 
wk). So-so $7,000 due. Last week, 
$9,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Cheaper by Dozen” (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding stalwartly with smart $25,- 
000. Last week, $28,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Saints 
and Sinners” (Indie). Fast $5,000 
in view. Last week, “Bicycle 
Thief” (Indie) (8th wk), $5,400. 


‘Baby’ OK $11,000 Indpls.; 
Strangers’ So-So $9,000 


Indianapolis, April 18. 

Grosses have settled down to a 
moderate level here this stanza 
following Easter Week highs. “Cin- 
derella,” on second week at Indi- | 
ana, is close to “And Baby Makes 
Three,” at Loew’s, for top figure. 
“Perfect Stranger,” at Circle, is 
only moderate. Spring broke out 
Sunday to hurt weekend biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

_Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—"“Perfect Strangers” (WB) and 
“Father Makes Good” (indie). 
Modest $9,000. Last week. “Ma, 
Pa Kettle” (U) and “Tarnished” 
(Rep), big $16,000. | 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 
44-65) — “Cinderella” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Very good $10,000 on top 
of smash $18,300 first week. 
‘ Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— 
‘And Baby Makes Three” . (Col) 
and “Tell It to Judge” (Col). Oke 
$11,000. Last week, “Yellow Cab 
Man” (M-G) and “Blondie’s Hero” 
‘Cob, stout $13,000. 

_Lyrie (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 44- 
63'—"Whirlpool” (20th) with Des- 
Us, mentalist act, on stage. Thin 
$3.500. Last week, “Capt. China” 
‘Par) and “Riders of Whistling 
Pines” (Col), fair $6,200. i 





| Didn’t Tell Me” 


Solid $47,000, 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e, 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
plavin;, pertentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetie admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax.e 


Hub Mostly H.0.; 
‘Wabash OK 206, 
‘Outriders’ 186 


Boston, April 18. 

Small pickup in biz around town 
last stanza has resulted in hold- 
overs at most major houses. New- 
comers are “Wabash Avenue” at 
Memorial, which looks about 
strongest. and “Outriders” at 
State and Orpheum, — shaping 
about average. Hypoed opening 
day by p.a. of stars, “Ma & Pa 
Kettle Go to Town” at Boston 
looks oke. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) — 
“Third Man” (SRO). Holding to 
nice $14,000 for 2d week. Nifty 
$16,000 for Ist. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) 
40-95). — “Bievele Thief” 
Winding up nine-week run with 
mild $3,200. $3,800 for 8th. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“Ma & Pa Kettle Go to Town” 
(Ul) and “Fighting Stallion” (in- 
die). Not bad $17,000 in view. 
Last week, “Kid From Texas” (¢U) 
and “Forbidden Jungle” (Indie), 
mild $14,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; :40-85) — 








(780: 
(Indie). 


“Riding High’ (Par) and “Davy 
Crockett” (UA). Fair $5,500 For 
2d stanza. Not bad $7,500 for Ist. 


Mayflower (ATC) (700; 35-85)— 


| “Love Happy” (UA) and “Strange | 


Gamble” (UA). Thin 
2d. Fair $3,000 for Ist. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,500: 40-85) 
—‘Wabash Avenue” (20th). Nice 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Mother 
(20th) and “Fly- 
(FC), drab $15,000. 


$2,200 for 


ing Saucer 


Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 40- 
85) — “Cheaper by Dozen” (20th) 
and “Boy From Indiana” (EL). | 


Solid $22,000 for 2d week. 
week spurted to boff $30,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Outriders” (M-G) and “Military 
Academy” (Indie). Opened 
Set. (15). Should do about $18.- 
000. Last week, “Yellow Cab 
Man” (M-G) and “Great Plane 
Robbery” (UA), Fair $17,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85) 
—‘‘Riding High” (Par) and “Davy 
Crockett” (UA). About $13,000 
for 2d week. Nice $16,000 for Ist. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,700; 35-85) — 
“Love Happy” (UA) and “Strange 
Gamble” (UA). Mild $4,000 for 2d 
week, thin $5,500 for Ist.. 

State (Loew) (3,500: 40-85) — 
“Outriders” (M-G) and “Military 
Academy” (Indie), Unexciting 
$10,000. Last week, “Yellow Cab 
Man” (M-G) and “Great Plane 
Robbery” (UA). Light $11,000. 


‘Wabash’ Flows Easily 
For $16,000 in Denver 


Denver, April 18. 
Biz is generally good this week. 
with “Wabash Avenue” copping 
top money. “Key to City” and 


First 





\ “Riding High” are being held. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Wolfberg: (1,500; 35- 
74)—‘‘Key to City’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


Good $7,500. Last week, fine 
$8,500: 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 35-74) 
|—“Riding High” (Par) (2d wk). 
Big $14,500 and holding. Last 


week big $16,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) 
“Wabash Avenue” (20th) and “Boy 
From Indiana” (EL), day-date with 
Esquire. Good $16,000. Last week. 
“Perfect Strangers’ (WB) and 
“Bomba on Panther Island” 
(Mono), poor $11,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) 
“Wabash Avenue” (20th) and “Boy 
From Indiana” (EL), day-date with 
Denver. Good $3,000, Last week. 
“Perfect Strangers” (WB?! and 

(Continued on page 22) 


fair | 


| “Three 


‘Black Hand’-Cugat 
Snappy 286 in Prov. 


Providence, April 18. 

With Xavier Cugat on _ stage, 
Loew's State is leading the town. 
Also nifty are Majestic’s “Cheaper 
by the Dozen” and Strand’s sec- 

|ond sesh of “Riding High.” 
Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Quicksand” (UA) and “Zamba’”’ 


(EL). Fairish $10,000. Last week. weekend nicked blossoming gros- | holds. 


'**Buecaneer’s Girl” (U) and “Fly- 
'ing Saucer” (FC), good $13,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“Seven Sinners” (reissue) and 
Jack Norton heading stage show. 
Fair $6,500. Last week, “Mule 
Train” (Col) and vaude on stage, 
okay $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Cheaper by the Dozen” (20th) and 
“Tarnished” (Rep). Very active 
for nifty $18,000. Last week, * Wa- 
bash Avenue” (20th) and “Federal 
Agent” (Rep), neat $16,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 


65) “Captain Carey, U.S.A.” 
(Par) and “There’s a Girl in My 
Heart” (EL). Picking up over re- 
cent dates for fair $8,000. Last 
week, “Woman of Distinction” 
(Col) and “Killer Shark’ (Mono), 


so-so $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 65-85) — 
“Black Hand’ (M-G) and Xavier 
Cugat orch on stage. Snappy $28.- | 
000. Last week, “Yellow Cab 
Man” (M-G) and the “Great Plane 
Robbery” (Col), fairly good $18.- 


500 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
— ‘Riding High’ (Par) (2d wk 


opened Monday). First sesh caught | 
swell $15,000. 


St. Loo Slides; 
‘3d Man’ $17,000 


St. Louis, April 18. 

Balmy weather over the week- 
end, first in several weeks, plus 
city series between Cards and 
Browns bopped grosses at the 
mainstemmers. “The Third Man,” 
is the leader with a miid $17,000. 
“Samson and Delilah” is still a 
hefty draw. “Cinderella,” at the 
Shady Oak, a St. Louis Amus. Co. | 
house in Clayton, St. Louis coun- 
ty, is playing day and date with) 
the Ambassador and continuing 
with a third week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) | 





—‘Francis’”’ (U) and “Nevadan” 
(Col) (m.o.). $12,000. Last week, | 
“Cinderella” (RKO) (2d wk), 


$16,000. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘“‘Buc- 
caneer Girl’ (U) and vaude. $15.- 


000. Last week, “The Nevadan” 
(Col) and vaude, $18,000. 
Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 


“Third Man” (EL) ‘Western Pa- 
cific Agent’ (SG). $17,000. Last 
week, “Yellow Cab Man” (M-G) 
ae “Killer Shark” (Mono), $18- 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— | 
“Riding High” (Par) and “Captain | 
China” (Par). $13,000. Last week, | 
“Riding High” (Par) and ‘Military 
Academy” (Col), $18,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Cheaper By the Dozen” (20th) 
and “Boy From Indiana” (EL) 
(h. 0.). $15,000 following $20,000 | 
for first stanza. | 

Shubert (Ind) (1,700; 60-$1)— 
“Samson and Delilah” (Par) th. o.). 
$16,000 after $20,000 for initial 
session. 


‘3 Came Home’ $16,500, 
‘Kettle’ 176 in Buffalo 


Buffalo, April 18. 
Came Home,” teamed, 
“Young Danie! Boone,” is! 
‘among the leaders in town this) 
week, along with “Ma and Pa, 
Kettle.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— , 
“Three Came Home” (20th) and | 
“Young Daniel Boone” (Mono). | 
$16.500. Last week, “Yellow Cab! 
Man” (M-G) and “Silent Dust” 
(Indie), $17,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,000; 40-70) 





with 


—‘Riding High” (Par) (2d wk). 
$5,000 for 4 days. Last week, 
$14.000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 


“Stage Fright” (WB) (2d wk). $4,- 
500 for three days. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Lafayette (Basil’s) (3,000; 40-70) 
— ‘Ma and Pa Kettle Go to Town” 
(UA) and “Tyrant of the Sea” 
(Col). Maybe $17,000. Last week. 
'“Woman of Distinction” (Col) and 
“Mule Train” (Col), nearly $9,000. 

Century (20th Century) (3,000; 
40-70)——"‘Cinderella” (RKO) and 
“Pal, Canine Detective” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Sighting $15,000. Last week. 
over $20,000. 


| (Siritzky) 


| $2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” 


wk). 


Spring Weather Nicks Broadway — 


With A 


ll Holdovers: ‘O'Grady’ 1486 


In 3d, Dozen'-Vaude Dips to $80,000 


New York’s first balmy spring 


ses in the city’s first run filmeries, | 
but biz generally is continuing 
comparatively strong in the post- | 
Easter reaction period. Return of 
the kids to school Monday (17) 
nudged the downward trend and 
the opening of.the baseball sea- 
son yesterday (Tues.) isn’t expected 
to help any. 

With 11 new bills during the 
preceding week to take advantage 
of the holidays, not a single new- 
comer was on tap for this stanza. 
Biggest earners, consequently, are 
two Warner films at the Strand 
and Music Hall. Latter showcase, 
extending its annual Easter pag- 
eant on stage, will hit close to 
$148,000 for the third round of 
“Daughter of Rosie O’Grady,” best 
late-in-run session house has had 
since the New Year’s weekend. 
Strand is sighting a great $47,000) 
for the second round of “Damned 
Don’t Cry,” aided by Peter Lind 
Haves, Mary Healy and the Mi- 
guelito Valdes orch headlining the 
stage bill. 

“Cheaper by the Dozen” took a 
tremendous slide at the Roxy, dip- 
ping from a smash $144,000 during 
Easter week to $80,000 this 
round. Current biz is still con- 
sidered good, with Fran Warren 
and the Harmonicats stage 
boosting the total. Bing Crosby’s 
“Riding High” at the Paramount, 
with Billy Eckstine and Henny 
Youngman headlining the in-per- 
son show, pulled a strong $85,000 
for its first week, slightly below 
expectations nonetheless. 


4 
on 


“Comanche Territory” at the 
Rivoli continues to pace the 
straight filmeries, with nifty $25,- 


000 in sight for the second-round. 
Charles Chaplin reissue, “City 
Lights,’ getting hefty word-of- 
mouth at the Globe, looks like a | 
neat $19,000 for its second round, | 
while “Golden Twenties,” March | 
of Time documentary at the “As- | 
tor, dipped to an okay $11,000 
this round, after a comparatively 
good $15,000 for the previous 
week's opener. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 55- 
$1\—“Scandals of Clochemerle’”’ 
(4th wk). Third frame 
ended Monday (17) down slightly, 
but still fine at $7,700. Previous 
week, big $8,900. Holds. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘Golden Twenties” (RKO) (2d 
wk). March of Time documentary 
paying off, with okay $11.000 in 
sight for second week e@ding Fri- 
day (21), after comparatively good 
$15,000 for the opening round. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20-! 
(EL) (78th | 
wk). Holding its own with good | 
$8,500 after strong $9,500 during 
the Easter holidays week. Con-. 
tinues indefinitely. » 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | 
—‘Reformer and Redhead” (M-G), 
plus Sammy Kaye orch, Nancy 
Walker heading stagebill. (2d wk). 
Oke $50,000 this stanza, after big} 
$57,500 for previous frames. Holds | 
one more, with “Conspirator” 
(M-G) slated to tee off April 27. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Love Happy” (UA) (2d wk). 
Marx . Bros. film booming this | 
house to. best biz in recent weeks, | 
with big $18,000 sighted for sec- | 
ond week ending Friday (21), after | 
fine $26,000 opening week. Con- | 
tinues. } 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) | 
—"City Lights’ (UA) (reissue) (2d | 
wk). Charles Chaplin oldie get- | 
ting good word-of-mouth and looks | 
strong $19,000 for second week 
ending Friday. Previous round, | 
happy $26,000. Holds. | 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-| 
$1.20\—“‘Guilty of Treason” (EL) | 
(2d wk). Opening round ended. 
Sunday night (16) modest $18,000, | 
with current second week shaping | 
about the same. Holds one more, | 
with “House by the River’ (Rep) | 
due in next. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)—_| 
“Great Rupert” (EL) with vaude. | 
Jimmy Durante starrer reaped) 
nice praise from the critics and is 
doing okay $19,000. Last week, | 
“Challenge to Lassie” (M-G) with 
vaude, disappointing at $17,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Riding High” (Par) plus Billy 
Eckstine, Henny Youngman, Pete) 
Rugolo orch onstage (2d wk). First) 
week ended Sunday (16) 


with 
strong $85,000, with second week | 
starting well. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Run for Your Money” (U) (2d 
Sighting fair $6,500 for sec- 


| wk), 


|} run. 


ond round ending Friday (21) and 
Teeoff frame, okay $10,000. 

Radie City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Daugh- 
ter of Rosie O’Grady” (WB), plus 
annual Easter pageant onstage (3d 
wk). Took advantage of balmy 
weekend, with grandiose $148,000 
shaping for third stanza ending to- 


night (Wed.). Previous round, 
socko $164,500. Continues. 

Rialto (Mage) (594: »44-98)—. 
“Without Pity” (Indie) (6th wk) 
| Current round opened today 
(Wed.), after oke $7,000 for pre- 
vious week. Will continue. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 96- 
$1.80)\—“‘Comanche Territory” (U) 
(2d wk). High-budget western get- 


ting audience favor, with nice $25.- 
000 looming for second week end- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.), after great 
$38.000 for opening round. Holds 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“Cheaper By Dozen” (20th) with 
Fran Warren, Harmonicats head- 
ing stageshow (3d wk). Took tre- 
mendous slump over weekend, dip- 
ping to about $80,000 for third 
round ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
after smash $144,000 during Easter 


week. Holds one more, with “Wa- 
‘bash Avenue” (20th) taking over 
next. 


State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Nancy Goes to Rio’ (M-G). Dis- 
appointing but still okay at $18,000 
or near for second week ending to- 
day (Wed.) after fair $27,000 for 
the opener. Holds at least one 
more round. 

Strand (WB) (2,776; 55-$2) 
“Damned Don't Cry” (WB) with 
Peter Lind Hayes, Mary Healy, 
Miguelito Valdes orch onstage. (2d 
Nothing to cry about on this 
with great $47,000 or more 
for second round ending 


one, 
shaping 


/tomorrow (Thurs.), after smash 
| $52,000 opener. Continues. 
Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)—- 
“Fallen Idol’ (SRO) (23d wk) 
Good $6,000 for 22d week ended 
| Monday (17), after Easter crowds 
pressed the previous week’s gross 
to $6,500. olds, with “Winslow 
Boy” (EL) booked to follow. 
Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 


74-$1.50) — “Tight Little Island” 
(U) (17th wk). British - made 
comedy still going strong, with 
nifty $4.800 for week ended Satur- 
day (15), after strong $5,000 for 
previous round. Continues. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“Third Man” (SRO) (11th 
wk). Down to about $23,000 for 
current round ending today 
(Wed.). still good for this late in 
Previous week, — sturdy 
$26.000. 





‘Cinderella’ Big 166, 


‘Came Home’ Ditto, 


‘3d Man’ Hot 186 in Det. 


Detroit, April 18. 

“Cinderella” is heading toward 
the biggest gross in many months 
at the Adams. “Third Man” is 
putting the Madison in the $18- 
000 class, best biz since “Samson 
and Delilah.” At the Fox, ““Cheap- 
er By Dozen” shapes great in sec- 
ond week. “Three Came Home” 
is doing well at the United Art- 
ists. Rest are holdovers, which 
have weakened considerably in 
second turn. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Cheaper By Dozen” (20th) and 
“Western Pacific Agent” (Indie) 


(2d wk). Swell $30,000. Last week, 

better than expected, $37,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 

70-95) — “Capt. Carey” (Par) and 


“Father Is Bachelor’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Fair $16,000. Last week, 
$23,000. 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘Yel- 
low Cab Man” (M-G) (2d wk). OK 
$14.000. Last week, $18,500. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
935)—"‘Three Came Home” (20th) 
and “Blue Grass of Kentucky” 
(Mono). Good $16,000. Last week, 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col?, 
$11,000. " 

Madison (UD) (1,860; 70-95)'— 
“Third Man” (Selznick). Great 
$18,000. Last week, “Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town” (Col) and “Howards 
of Virginia’ (Col)  (reissues’, 


$7,000. ye 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
—‘Cinderella” (RKO). Gigantie 
$16,000 for this house. Last week, 
“Foolish Heart” (RKO) $7,000 in 
second week. a 
“Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)-—“‘Sundowners” (EL) and “Boy 
from Indiana” (EL) (2d wk). Trim 
$3,000. Last week, $10,000. 
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M-G-M’s “SAY IT WITH PICTURES” 
TRADE SHOWS! 


Isn’t it exciting that just when the entire trade is talking about M-G-M’s “ANNIE 
GET YOUR GUN?” your pal Leo tops the industry headlines with more SOCK 
NEWS, the biggest announcement in years! Millions of dollars in BIG, STAR- 





BRIGHT M-G-M pictures are ready for Trade Showing! One right after another — 


“M-G-M’s TERRIFIC TEN” will bring joy to showmen’s hearts! As usual, it is 
M-G-M that comes through with pictures, just when this industry needs that 
M-G-M shot-in-the-arm! These ten pictures are ready, they’ve been previewed and 
they’re great! The Ten Trade Show dates are set! Read all about them next week! 


(Don’t Relax Until We Axe The Movie Tax!) 
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Spanish Niteries, Legits, Films In 
Sharp Hypo With Eye on U.S. Tourist 


; Madrid, April 18. 

. the traditional closi f | 
ni tow places during Holy Week Top U.S. Acts Are Set For 
heatres an =] 
opene Glasgow After London 


opened in Madrid... Of the the-— 
Glasgow, April 11. 


atres, eight ypeorr abe ed 
had before Easter and | 
shows they Dorothy Lamour, Larry Parks 
'and wife Betty Garrett, and Tony | 


which have proved a solid success. | 

In the other 13 there are four new | ' | 

comedies, a new revue, two typical | Martin are American acts expected 

Spanish “zarzuelas” (dance and /|t© Play Empire here, ace Scot | 

r two folkloristic shows | Vaudeviller, this summer. 
Date for Miss Lamour is report- | 


gong show}, : ; } 

( sual attraction for foreign, 

ihe ae edly May 29 week, while Parks 
and wife, in comedy anddance act, | 


tourists who visit Spain in the 
ing) and reprises of four come- | *” 

oe - will move in according to tentative 

date, June 19. 


dies which were last season suc- 
All have seasons at the London , 


resses. 
~ Americans are numerous and y 
officials and hoteliers pay them Palladium. 
“ * 
through with the official exchange Israeli Legit 
of the dollar at 10 pesetas, the 
touristic exchange at 20 pesetas , T . R 


,% 
a 











particular attention, which is un- 
derstandable when one thinks of 
the crisis the country is going 
and the black market exchange at | 
40 pesetas. Spain must be the only 
country on this side of the Iron 


Curtain where the free value of - 
money is four times the official t | Ree, Apel s,| 
one A travelling theatrical group 


|for many years has supported the 


In spite of the crisis, the colorful, 
gay Spanish populace has filled all 
the amusement places for the last 
two weeks and new and old shows 
are doing sock business. 

Of the six new pix which opened 


came to the ancient city of Rome 
for the first time in years, when 
the Ohel theatre of Tel Aviv, di- 
rected by Moishe Halevey, played 

the Quirino theatre for four 
nights with four different produc- 
tions. 


Elliman’s U.S. Junket 


, _ . Dublin, April 18. 
Louis Elliman, managing direc- | 


exhib in Ireland, leaves lafe this | 
month on a U. S. trip, arriving in | 
New York on the Caronia May 1. | 

Elliman is planning a three-| 
month coast-to-coast tour studying | 
theatre and cinema operation, ra-| 
dio and television networks and | 
current production on the Coast. | London, April 18. | 
He also plans to gander latest; Kildine Productions staged Frank | 
Broadway offerings for possible | Sundstrom’s translation of the 
presentation in Ireland. French dramatization - of © Franz 
| Kafka’s book, “The Trial,” at thé 


+> 
+ 


London Sorely Puzzled At 
Sundstrum-Kafka ‘Trial’ 








> ) | Winter Garden Wednesday (12), to 
Austrian Govt. Comes To ja puzzled’ and mildly appreciative | 


|}audience. Story is a nightmarish 
kaleidoscopic” portrayal of a man) 
arrested on an unspecified charge, 
vainly endeavoring to prove his 
innocence. 

Sundstrom is quietly effectiye in 
the leading role, with commenda- 
ble support from a cast of over 40 
state theatres of the country, is| players. Despite the cordial re- 
now trying to help the hard-pressed | ception, it’s unlikely to attract 
private theatres weather the cur-/| other than the intelligentsia, and 
rent financial crisis in Vienna. the press frankly confesses it can- 

Six months ago the government Play closed after five per- 
put a 10-groschen tax (called the | formances. 

Kulturgroschen, or culture penny) | 
on all film tickets, and started 


bitding up a fond with water t Cangor Problem 
On German Pix 


18 


Aid of Private Theatres 
In Vienna With Pix Tax 


Vienna, April 11. 
The Austrian government, which 





gave the theatres an advance to 
help tide them over a few months, 
|}and began working on a long-range 
plan, which was finally completed 
and made public last week. 

More customers will be 
into the theatre, as the plan sees 


Washington, April 
One of the most difficult jobs of 


lured 


last week one is English | Third The four plays were “Geremia,” it. by a one-third price reduction American occupation forces has 
Man”) and five are American, we Shafer " eae “Under the on tickets when any theatre party, | been to teach the German officials 
ni nem Battleground — Walls of Jerusalem ” by Y. Bar| S0cial club, professional or politi- self-censorship of films on a demo- 
oe bg femme » a oer we hemes Joseph: “King: Solomon and the | C2! organization, ete., purchases a cratic basis, in order ©. get ‘the 
ee eS ee | Cation” be O ene 4| block of at least 25 tickets. The | films away from the influence 
and og | at the eg Ome | Sealiana’s “Pie ‘Seapine Goals money lost by the theatre in the of political propaganda, reports 
tinue on the screen an 1@ ma- * s se = 


jority of cinemas present American 
pix. The press is lamenting that 
no Spanish pix were presented 
Easter week when business is sure 
to be good. 

Cabarets and niteries have put 
on new shows and, keeping the 


tourists in view, the accent is on the group to appear here because | 


Spanish dance and song artists. 
The Passapoga has American song- 
stress Mary Meade and her pianist 
Ted Grouja, just in from Paris, 
with the Dandy Bros., tap dancers, 
and two orchestras, the Gea Ladies 
and Pocovi. J. Hay Club, a smart 
nitery, has Danielle Raydel, a 
chantoosey from France. 


IRISH ACTORS EQUITY 
BEEFS ON ABBEY ROW 


Dublin, April 18. 


Refusal of the management of, 
the Abbey Theatre Co. to negotiate 





a contract on artists’ salaries and | or four week stands, according to of approximately four weeks. 


conditions with Irish Actors Equity | 


has now been reported to the Irish | the summer months will include! tations in London and key provin- Film. 


Labor Court by Equity, who are 


seeking a hearing of their griev- | Vian countries, but the deal isn’t | spearheaded by some 40 theatres 


ances before the Court. 

Lord Longford, prexy of Long-' 
ford Productions, has agreed to 
discuss a minimum terms contract | 
with Equity and an agreement is 
scheduled for signing with him in 
the near future. Touring manage- 
ment contracts are also being pre- 
pared. 

Chairman Gearoid O’Lochlain. 
reporting these affairs to the an- 
nual meeting of Equity, added that 
an agreement is pending with the 
British Film Producers Assn. under 
which Irish Equity would have a 
closed shop in Ireland. 

Association re-elected 
O'Dea as prexy. 


Denis 





German Pix Co. in Foreign 
Hypo; ‘Gabriela’ Big 


Frankfurt, April-11. 

Germany’s top film producer, 
Real Film, of Hamburg, scored a 
sock success with the Easter release 
of its latest pic, “Gabri@.” Pic. 
first postwar comeback appearance 
of Zarah Leander, opened simul- 
taneously at 50 theatres all over 
western Germany, representing a 
daily capacity of 170,000. At the 
Same time, pic also preemed in 
Zurich. 
firm is also tops in foreign sales. 
‘Gabriela” is already sold for Nor- 
way, Luxembourg, Belgium and its 
colonies, Sweden, Switzerland, the 
Saar territory and Finland. 

lwo new countries were added 
to their export list over the holiday | 
weekend, Sweden with six pix and 
Portugal with two. Additionally, 
10 more pix were sold for Norway, 
One tor Switzerland and three for | 
the Saar. (Latter three areas had | 
bought Real pix before.) i 


man.” 

Although this is the first time 
for Ohel in Rome, it isn’t the first 
time in Italy. In 1934, on their 
regular tour, Rome was booked 
for the shows, but the Fascist au- 
|thorities stepped in, and forbade 


of their Socialistie views. Curi- 
ously enough, permission was 
given to play in the small towns 
and provinces — only the capital 
was barred. ‘However, absolutely 
_nothing could be used about this 
in the papers in Italy. No adver- 
tisements were taken, and no arti- 
cles were allowed to be printed. 
This is their first trip back to 
; Italy since 1934. In those days. 


| they travelled by boat; now the! 


company of 34 came by air. 

The 1950 tour will take in Rome, 
| Florence, Milan, Turin, 
Lausanne, Geneva and Zurich. in 
Switzerland, and Paris and Lon- 
don. The latter two will be three 


business. It is also possible that 


an engagement for the Scandina- 


set as vet. 


Halevey said that the Yugosla- | 


vian government had sent them a 
special invitation to appear in 
that country and insured the com- 
pany their expenses. 





Pakistan, India Groups 


Meet on Film Deadlock 


Madras, April 11. 
Representatives of Pakistan Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. came to Bom- 


in Italy, | 


price reduction will be recovered | Nathan D. Golden, chief of the mo- 
out of the Kulturgroschen fund, | tion picture-photographic branch 
Theatres to be assisted by the | of the U. S. Commerce Dept. — 
fund are the Theater in der Josef- In a survey of the motion pic- 
stadt. Die Insel, Volkstheater, ture industry in the U. S. zone ot 
Scala (the Communist-sponsored occupation, Golden reports: “The 
theatre), and the two operetta the-, future of this voluntary censor- 
‘atres, the Buergertheater and the | Ship, on a federal basis, is particu- 
Stadttheater. larly uncertain inasmuch as the 


, federal constitution provides that 
The operetta theatres are most cultural questions remain within 


priggell agg wc einygeea ee the province of the individual 
i manages - | Laender.” The new West German 
While the Kulturgroschen fund in eee d is ¢ “ised of 
11950 will amount to 2,000,000 | Censorship board is comprised o 
schillings. the current total indebt- | 15 members, with the chairman 
ps = Sem aie ‘and seven of the honorary mem- 


Peyote asthaesesiantacties ited bers appointed by the industry. Of 
” BS. ithe remaining seven, three have 


. . 'been named by the Ministries of 
‘Stromboli’ Set for Wide |'Education of the West German 


: e ~|states, and one each by the Prot- 
Brit. Release ; 200 Houses estant Church, Roman Catholic 
London, April 11. Church, the Jewish community and 
Without going to the West End, ; youth organizations. 
| “Stromboli” opens a simultaneous| The foreign film distributors. in 
| countrywide release in 200 theatres ; order of their importance, are first 
| starting May 15, covefing a period the group of American companies; 
‘second, British Eagle-Lion, han- 
dling Rank product: third, London 
distributing Korda product: 
and IFA -Internationale Film AlIl- 
lianz. outlet for French films. 
| : : | The average German-made pic- 
a Oe eee ture must gross about 1,500,000 
° ‘marks in order to amortize (the! 
Al Daff Off Again *Deutsch mark is worth about 24¢ 
Al Daff, Universal’s assistant) American!, but very few are doing 
|foreign dept. chief, planed for that well so far. Foreign films are 
London over the weekend.- Daff netting from 500,000 to 1,000,000 
will return within 10 davs. | 
Exec is making the trek to ar- 


DM. As of last July, Bavaria had 
range for bookings of U’s product 


(771 theatres with 387,613 seats in 
operation, greater than the pre- 
over the Odeon and British-Gau- 
mont circuits. Both chains are 


war level, despite the fact that the 
war smashed up nearly all the the- 
!operated by J. Arthur Rank, U’s 
partner in Britain, 





. ‘ 
| There will be concurrent presen-- 


‘cial cities, and the showings will be 





atres in Bavaria. 





British Want Adult Rule 








bay last week to meet Indian — The British Board of Film Cen- 
Motion Picture Assn. execs to L d Sh ,sors is urging its government to 
solve the deadlock over export of | Current ondon ows create a classification of “Adult” 


Indian films into Pakistan and In- | 
dia’s refusal to take Pakistan films. | 


Pakistan delegates insisted that 
India import one Pakistan film for 
every four Indian films exported 
to Pakistan from India. 


of import duty charges. Currently 
India charges four annas per foot 
of Pakistan film imported into In- 
dia. while Pakistan charges only 
half an anna per foot of Indian 
film entering Pakistan from India. 

Pakistan needs Indian _ films 
more than India needs any Pakis- 
tan films. Pakistan delegates also 
suggested that Indian film pro- 
ducers should put out publicity for 
their pictures in the Urdu lan- 
guage, and titles should be regis- 
tered with the Pakistag Govern- 
ment by the Indian Motion Picture 
Assn. in consultation with its coun- 
terpart in Pakistan. 





Armand Perren, wellknown 
Swiss skater, is on his way to 
Australia to open in Melbourne 
with his own ice show, with De- 


vine and King, the Maxwells, Roby | 


Murray and girl chorus. 


Also that 
there should be parity in the level | 


|only to be used on certain motion 
pictures from which all children 
would be barred. 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, April 18. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (150). 


“Beau Strategem,.” Lyric (51) This is to keep children from 
“Black Chiffon.” West’ster (51) pictures with “sadism and_ vio- 
; , * lence.” 


“Bonaventure,” Vaude (19). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (53). 
“Castle Air,” Adelphi (19). 
“Detective Story,” Princess (4). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (25). 
“Fallen Angles,” Ambass. (19). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp (28). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (68). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (64). 
“Home at Seven,” W’ham (6). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (31). 
“Knights Madness,” Vic, Pal. (5). 
“Lady Milslaid,” St. Mart (12). 
“Larger Than Life,” York (10). 
“Latin Qt. 1950,’”’ Casino (5). 
“Man With Umbrella,” D’tch’s (2). 
“Mr. Gillie.’ Garrick (6). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (150). 
“Old Vic Rep.,”” News (27). 

“On Mon. Next,” Comedy (46). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (12). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (28), 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (97). 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (31). 
“Venus Obs’ved.” St. James U3). 
“Wavy Things Go,” Phoenix (7). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (156). 
| “Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (40). 





Mex Sets Pix Trade Pacts 
With France, Argentina 


Washington, April 18 

Mexico, according to Nathan D 
Golden, of Commerce Dept., is 
shaping up film trade agreements 
with France and Argentina. In 
the Argentine deal, which has been 
signed. 30 pictures would be ex- 
changed annually between the two 
countries. The purported deal 
with France would be for the ex- 
change of 15 pictures by the end 
of June of this year 

Under the arrangement. Mexi- 
can producers will be able to get 
frozen earnings out of Argentina 
and France, and those two coun- 
tries would be granted exhibition 
‘permits to. sh« their films in 
Mexico, atter hi. ..4 been off the 


market for some time, j 


US. Technicians Ban, Distribs Quota 
srotcgueemeere ceesstes Qn Agenda at 17th Annual ACT Meet 


London, April 18. 


Limitation by agreement of 
American technicians working in 
British pictures, restoration of dis- 
tribs’ quota and the greater use of 
British equipment, are among the 
15 resolutions slated for considera- 
tion at the 17th annual general 
meeting of the Assn. of Cine & 
Allied Technicians in London next 
weekend. 


A resolution from Denham stu- 
dios advocating an agreement with 
American companies on importa- 
tion of directors has also. been 
amended by the general council, 
who suggest that representations 
should be made to the U. S. majors 
to bring about an agreement simi- 
lar to that in being with the Brit- 
ish Film Producers Assn. covering 
directors and producers. It also 
suggested that negotiations should 
be reopened with American unions 
on the question of a reciprocity 
agreement for other technicians. 

In the annual report it’s pointed 
out that the ACT-BFPA agreement, 
now in its fourth year, continues 
to operate smoothly, and, although 
this allowed for eight producers 
and directors, in neither category 
was the full quota taken up. For 
the current year, BFPA members 
are entitled to bring over seven in 
each group. 

So far as American companies 
are concerned, the report draws 
attention to the fact that, as it had 
not been possible to conclude an 
agreement similar to that made 
with the BFPA, each application is 
considered on its merits, but the 
attitude “of many American com- 
panies is hardening?’ 

With most of the compA&nies, 
says the report, it has been impos- 
sible to make an agreement where- 
by in return for ACT not opposing 
the permits, some additional em- 
ployment is given to British tech- 
nicians, but the general council 
supports the view of feature direc- 
tors and associate producers in op- 
posing any proposal which places 
its members on the payroll, but 
debars them from working. 


On the question of foreign tech- 
nicians, the ACT report refers to 
its reciprocity agreement with the 
French technicians and with their 
proposals to limit the number of 
grades in which British technicians 
could work in France, or as an 
alternative, to insure that French 
technicians should ‘‘double’ ACT 
members working in France 

This boomerang effect of ACT 
policy is regarded as being damag- 
ing to British production, but the 
British union would support iis 
French counterpart in its difficul- 
ties with American producers mak- 
ing films in France, although hop- 
ing that nothing would be done to 
restrict British production. 

The agreement between ACT and 
the Assn. of Motion Picture Art 
Directors of America has been re- 
newed for a second vear, and the 
pact with Screen Publicists Guild 
continues. 


RENTALS SEEN TOO HIGH 
FOR FOREIGN PIX HERE 


Theatre rentals are far too high 
at present in proportion to the re- 
turn from screening foreign films, 
according to Sam Siritzky, of Sirit- 
zky International Pictures who re- 
vealed in New York last week that 
his firm will relinquish its lease on 
the Ambassador, N. Y.. upon its ex- 
piration in September. 

Siritzky asserted, however, that 
his organization will return to ex- 
hibition in the art field when it be- 
comes economically practical to do 
so. Meanwhile, the company will 
concentrate upon its U. S..distri- 
bution of new French pictures. Jo- 
seph Siritzky is currently in France 
looking over fresh product 





Nat Karson to N. Y. For 


London Empire Casting 
London, April 18 


Nat Karson, producer of the 
stage shows at Metro's Empire, 
planes for New York Thursday 


(20) to look over new acts for his 
future Empire presentations, 


While there, he will discuss 
score of a new musical with Leo 
Rebin and David Rose, which he 


intends to produce in the West End 
in the fall and for which he has 
backing. 





JOHN FORD ang MERIAN C. COUPER 


present 


BEN JOHNSON, remembered 
-as Sergeant Tyree in 
“She. Wore a Yellow Ribbon” 


voven BEN JOHNSON + JOANNE DRU + HARRY CAREY, Ja. WARD BOND 


with CHARLES KEMPER e ALAN MOWBRAY «¢ JANE DARWELL 
Written by FRANK NUGENT and PATRICK FORD 


Produced by Argosy Pictures Corporation « Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. 





Wednesday, April 19, 1950 


« 


KEEP PUNCHING...UNTIA THAT MOVIE TAK 1S KILLED! 


es 
D hay irrlawtasnine 
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Million 





$ Dark, 


26th in Recent 


So. Cal. Foldos 


Los Angeles, April 18. 


Million Dollar theatre goes dark | 
today (18}, bringing to 26 the num- 
ber of Southern California houses 
shuttered in the past few months. 
Fold is blamed on run of bad 
product and lack of sufficient name 
talent to keep stage lighted 

House may rekindle later with a 
policy of Spanish films. 

Tumbling grosses in Southern 
Cal. territory has shuttered 26 
houses and forced 12 others to 
switch to Spanish films or week- 
end peclicy. Million Dollar is the 
largest affected, others being so- 
called “fringe” houses that never 
had too secure an existence. Re- 
sult is that many theatres, partic- 
ularly lesser subsequents, are con- 
sidering admission cuts. 

It's expected the territory will 
shortly see fourth and fifth runs 
returning to 25c or less admish 
instead of present 50c-60c usually 
charged, with exhib hoping to 
make up difference in merchandise 
sales. However, ffirst-runs are 
standing firm on price scales, only 
exception being trimming in the 
two Fanchon & Marco-operated 
Paramounts, but cut, plus addition 
of stage bills. has failed to bolster 
biz to hoped-for levels. 


20th Statement 


Continued from page 9 gaa 





























$6.600.000 or $19,800,000 for the 
year. Recovery abroad is evidenced 
by ‘the fact that remittances to- 
talled $15,000,000 and other ex- 
penditures $3,000,000 for a total of 
$18.000,000 in 1948. 

In the past six years, Skouras 
noted, earnings totalled $86,774,- 
544. Dividends paid in this period | 
came to $44,198,782. Working cap- | 
ital rocketed by $45,894,449, from | 
$37,270,532 to $83,164,981, inven- | 
tories alone accounting for $18,- | 
972.966 of the boost. 


New Expenditures 


Some $6,767,000 was expended | 
by 20th during the year for addi- | 
tions to fixed assets. Of this, $5,-| 
283,000 was spent on theatres and | 
$1,484,000 in connection with sales | 
operations. Activities abroad are | 
also buzzing, he pointed out, since | 
theatre sites recently were ac-| 


. 
operations will probably come in 





London, April 18. 





| Par-DuMont 


Continued from page 3 





more Films, which was formed in| 
April, 1949, to handle their 16m 
product. 
Wigmore has become an integral 
part of the parent company. = | 

The new board of Wigmore. 
Films comprises Harry Cohn, Jack | 
now either going profitably or! Cohn, Joseph A. McConville, Jack | 
breaking even and the Paramount-| Segal, Max Thorpe, L. R. Warner, | 
ers feel that DuMont should du-| F. G. Hill and Alexander Victor. | 
plicate. Thorpe, whe is also Columbia's | 

It was in the course of its nego-| British topper, is managing direc- | 


for an o. o. Understood that Par 
is greatly disappointed in last 
year’s showing when the stations 
lost approximately $2,500,000, be- 
ing bailed out by heavy profits 
from set sales. Other networks are 





Col. Absorbs Wigmore 


Columbia Pictures has acquired | 
the entire share capital of Wig-) 


As a result of the deal, | 


ee 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Under the urging of Max Youngstein, Paramount's ad-pub chief 
Par is gradually easing its ban against its stars and players appearing 
on television. Longest step in that direction was taken this week jn 
mapping hoopla for “Sunset Boulevard,’ company’s’ new pic about 
Hollywood. Gloria Swanson, who stars in the film, will be spotted jn 
as many TV shows as possible of the interview or lecturing type. ‘ 

Par, however, wants the right to approve scripts. Henry Wilcoxon. 
supporting player in “Samson and Delilah,” has appeared in a flock of 
TV airers, speaking on the Bible. Other Par players will be grooved 
for video when the stint can be used to bally a film rather than being 
& pure entertainment routine. It all represents a swing from Par’s 
original absolute ban against TV. , 








In an elaborate manual, addressed to exhibs, William J. Heineman. 


tiations to sell the DuMont stock | tor of Wigmore and Hill is secre- | ragle Lion’s distribution chief who is doubling as producer of “The 


that Balaban pressed for the right | 
to convert the “B” into “A” shares. | 
Since the whole board, including } 
Dr. Allen B. DuMont and Com-) 
mander Mortimer Loewi, managing | 
director of the network, owns only | 
64.000 shares, Par felt its voice | 
should be stronger than heretofore. 
Major's “B” stock permits it to 
name three out of eight directors 
besides electing the treasurer, sec- 
retary and ass’t treasurer. DuMont 
and Loewi, however, spotted the 
danger and nixed the request. 

Paramount is more than pleased | 
that it turned down offers -or the | 
stock, including one that would | 
have brought it $12,000,000. Since | 
rejecting these bids, booming mar- | 
ket has sent the value of Par’s' 
shares to $14,000,000. 


| 3-Way Setup 


‘ s én i 
mmm 4CONtinued fr m page 9 eet 











England some time in July with) 
Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer in| 
the top roles and Anthony Bushell | 
directing. * 
Exact starting date of “Hall” de-| 
pends upon when Harrison is avail- 
able. He's to star in the London 
version of “The Cocktail Party” 
which opens in the West End May | 
4. Final pic to go before the cam- 
eras this year is “24 Hours in fhe 
Life of a Woman.” Adapted from 
a story by Stefan Zweig, the yarn 
will be filmed this fall at Monte 
Carlo with Merle Oberon starring 
and Mareel Craven directing. 
Tri-Partite’s production in Brit- 
ain and France, Cusick said, en- 
ables the organization’s films to 
qualify under the British and 
French quotas. Moreover, an ar- 
rangement calls for the British af- 
filiate’s sterling expenditures to be 
reimbursed. by future earnings in 
the British Empire, Sagitta’s in- 
come to be derived from the 
French market. and Cusick’s cut | 


from the dollar area. | 





However, Cusick added, just to| Robert 
make sure where the three firms | Bulls” 


stand the corporate heads usually 


jin cooperation | 
; Pieture Assn. of America. 


tary. Victor remains as general 
manager. / 


Briefs From-the Lots 


Hollywood. 

John* Huston and Sam Spiegel 
abandoned plans for production 
df “Reminiscences of a Cowboy,” 
in which the late Walter Huston 
was to have Starred . . Alexis 
Smith’s first ee job. since 
ankling Warners will be femme 
lead opposite Stephen McNally in 
“Wyoming Mail” at UI .. . Charles 
Drake plays the ramantic lead in 
Ul’s “Harvey,” replacing Alex 
Nichol, who shifted to a role ‘in 
“Tomahawk” on the same lot... 
Bob Hope and 18 paraplegic’-war 
veterans made a one-reeler, “On 
Stage Everybody,” at Paramount 
with the Motion 














George Murphy drew a role in 
Metro’s “Grounds for Marriage,” 
his first this year. . .Richard Thorpe 
rolled “Interruptions, Interrup- 


! tions,” the first episode in Metro’s 


nine-story picture, “Its a 
Country.”...Ann Miller plays a 
comie role in “Watch the Birdie” 
at Metro... Dudley Nichols signed 
to seript “The Big Sky,” first of 
three pictures to be produced by 


Howard Hawks and Edward Lasker | 


for RKO...Douglas Sirk signed 
Rudolph Joseph as associate pro- 
ducer on “The First Legion.”... 
Virginia Herrick gallops as femme 
lead in “Vigilante Outpost” at Re- 
public...Jerome Robbins checked 
in at Paramount to work on “Look, 
Ma, I’m Dancin’,” a Betty Hutton 
starrer. 

Nominations for the board of 


governors of the Academy of Mo- | 


tion Picture Arts and Sciences will 
be announced April 21 ... John 
Stone picked Monte Carlo as a lo- 
cation for his indie film, “Riviera,” 
the first musical to be made by a 
Hollywood producer in a foreign 
country ... Maria Pilar Castilla, 
Mexican moppet, plays a role in 
Rossen’s “The Brave 

John Englund will 


direct “Blazing Sun,” his 13th 


quired in Alexandria, Tel Aviv and get together for routine confabs| Gene Autry starrer at Columbia 


Haifa. 
taken in Jerusalem. Total of thea- 
tre outside U. S. borders will total 
480 houses when these projects are 

completed. | 


While 20th has filed an appeal | 
from the anti-trust decision, “talks | 
are continuing with the Depart-. 
ment of Justice with a view of | 
working out a satisfactory consent | 
decree,” Skouras said. “It is im- | 
possible to forecast the outcome or 
the effect upon the future financial | 
position and operations of the cor- 
poration.” Skouras also touched | 
on the mounting number of exhib 
anti-trust actions. At the end of 
"49, he said, 
were pending and another 18 had 
been disposed of during the year. 


As for television, 20th’s topper 
declared: “Our attitude regarding 


approximately 100) 


| increasingly 


Such a conclave will be held in 
New York the end of the week 


‘after Five Oceans’ prez C. E. W.| 0? Catalina Island . 
Mcintosh and Sagitta topper An-| 


dre Sarrut arrive on the Queen 
Mary Friday (21). 





TV’s Pendulum 


Continued from page 3 





Jan. 1, Par stock was at the 1 
figure and UP at the 21 high. 

In the changed. positions, tele- 
vision is credited for a two-ply 
action. The theatre stock has 
skidded, the street believes, be- 
cause the fears of tele’s effect on 
theatre receipts are regarded as 
important. At the 
same time, Par stock is climbing 


television remains one of alertness, | hecause of the company’s big hold- 


not anxiety. We believe television 
represents a challenge, but, skilled 
as we are in audio-visual entertain- 
ment, we remain confident of our 


ability to make the most of its op- | 


portunities.” In theatre TV with 
exclusive programming, Skouras 
sees a big opportunity for the in- 
dustry. , 














Mayer’s Powwow 


Continued from page 3 











from Florida vacations while Thau 
planed in froin the Coast. 

Mayer, accompanied by Howard 
topper, and the execs’ wives 
head for Miami today (Wed.). 
Production head, who was kudosed 
by both Brand Names Day and 
the Jewish War Veterans while 
in New York, prolonged his 
Gotham stay for the meetings. 

Mayer party will 
Miami for about 10 days. 
then returns to the Coast with the | 
possibility of a stopover, May 6,_ 
at Louisville for the Kentucky. 
Derby. 


remain in 
Group | 


ings in Allen B. DuMont labs, one 
of the bellwethers of the big boom 
_in video stocks. Par is believed 
likely to cash in heavily on its Du- 
Mont holdings, which represent 
29°> of the entire company. 
| Moreover, the fate of the pro- 
duction-distribution companies is 
no longer regarded darkly because 
of the threat of video. There is a 
strong feeling around that the stu- 
dios will ultimately gain from 
video a vast new market for cellu- 
loid product. 

On any other basis, UP’s weak- 
_ness in the current market would 
be a puzzler, The chain, biggest 
in the U. S., recently declared a 
quarterly divvy of 50c per share, 
_and gives every indication of pay- 
| ing $2 yearly. Its cash holdings 
equal the $25,000,000 bank debt. 
On the basis of present prices, the 
stock is valued at $50,000,000, an 
extraordinary low one for the 
gigantic theatre holdings. 

Moreover, -Wall streeters note 
at its present price, UP will be pay- 
ing close to 15%% 
dends, which is far above that of 
the blue-chip stocks. 


Another site will also be about three or four times a year.|.. . Buster Crabbe heads the cast 


of “Pirates of the High Seas,” 
Sam Katzman’s Columbia serial, 
Colleen 
Townsend will star in “Great Dis- 
| covery,” first of the religious pic- 
'tures to be produced by Light of 
the World Films. 


Marlon Brando will star in the 
film version of “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” to be produced by the 
Charles K. Feldman group this 
spring for Warners release, with 
Elia Kazan directing . . . Stephen 
MeNally plays one of the toppers 
in “Wyoming Mail” at UI... Lou 
Costello, recovered from his re- 
cent illness,’ returns to,work late 
this month in “Abbott and Cos- 
tello in the Foreign Legion” at UI. 


REISCH TO AUSTRIA 





The feasibility of American pro- 
duction in Austria will be dis 
cussed with the Austrian govern- 
ment by Walter Reisch, Hollywood 
scenarist. Reisch, who arrived in 
New York from the Coast Sunday 
(16), planes for Austria Friday 
(21). He'll remain there about 
four weeks at the invitation of the 
Austrian government. 

Upon his return, Reisch will dis- 
'cuss the situation with U. S. film- 
ites. The Austrian government has 





Big | 


ON FILMING THERE s2/0i»s 


Jackie Robinson Story,” uses a different kind of pitch to win bookings 
Referring to the fact that his only partners in ‘the film are EL sales- 
men, managers, district managers and office personnel, Heineman savs 
“They like the idea.well enough to put up their hard-earned cash to 
make production possible. I hope you will like this picture: I be- 
lieve that it is going to be a money-maker for everyone.” Film wil! 
open in every National League baseball city in conjunction with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ first appearance in the particular. city. Robinson 
will make personal appearances in each city. 





Associated Film Writers, organization of film scripters in the New 
York area, are inviting producers and distributors of documentary and 
information films throughout the country to submit entries for the 
AFW’s first series of annual awards of outstanding films in those fields. 
Prizes will be handed winners in such categories as documentary films, 
teaching films, scientific films, pix for television, business films. etc. 
Eligible for the 1950 awards are films released in the U. S. between 
May 1, 1949, and May 1, 1950. Purpose in setting up the awards. ac- 
cording to AFW prez Newton Meltzer, is to highlight the writer's fune- 

| tion in filmmaking. 





Pros and cons of “Does the Public Get What It Wants?” will be 
threshed out at a symposium next Tuesday (25) at the Museum of 
Modern Art, N. Y. Scheduled to participate as speakers are Marv 
Pickford, Robert Montgomery, writer Gilbert Seldes, former exhibitor 
Arthur L. Mayer and Janice Loeb, co-producer of the prize-winning 
indie pic, “The Quiet One.’ Moderator will be Dr. Charles Siepmann, 
Professor of Education at New York University and author of “Radio's 
' Second Chance.” Discussion will also be open for rebuttal and ques- 
_ tions from the floor. 


| 











Towne Cross-Licensing Ban 


i Continued from page § jae 

















|subsequent release system in Mil-, by plaintiffs in their monopoly and 
waukee will have to undergo sub-| conspiracy complaint. 
stantial change to comply with; Eight houses are named. The 
terms of the equity decree handed | Modjeska, “Garfield, Uptown and 
down by judge Barnes here Friday | Paradise are Fox houses. The 
(14) in the Towne theatre’s anti-,| Granada is a Warner house. War- 
trust action against the major dis-| ner owned the Oriental and Tower 
tributors and the Fox and Warner up to a year ago, when it sold them 
circuits in Milwaukee. , to the St. Cloud Amus. Co. The 
Judge Barnes signed the pro-. Avalon is and has been independ- 
tposed decree submitted by Towne ¢M.- 
lattorney Thomas C. McConnell! 














| without changing a word, thereby 
| Setting up a system of release simi- 
\lar to that effected by the Jackson 
Park decree in Chicago, and also 
providing for what is, in effect, | 
.immediate divestiture of four Fox | ernment wants the bylaws to sus- 
‘and one Warner de luxe neighbor-| pend both -voting and dividend 
‘hood houses. Judge Barnes stayed rights for stockholders who violate 
decree’s commencement 30 days, that taboo. Moreever, a stockhold- 
however, during which time de-| er must file an affidavit attesting 
fendants must file appeal and post to his ,compliance with the pro- 
bond amounting to nearly $2,000,-, vision before collecting divvies. 
000 if they do decide to appeal., When the RKO consent decree was 
|Decision by Judge Barnes set off first made, only Hughes was re- 
immediate flurry of activity, both| quired to surrender one or the 
here and in Milwaukee. other interest. 

AS soon as the defendants file| Trustee named by the court 
their appeals in Chi circuit court | Would be required to effect com- 
of appeals, they must post the bond | plete separation of the two wings 
of $2,000,000. This bond would | of the company within the shortest 
‘protect judgment of triple dam-| Possible time. He would take over 
‘ages and attorneys fees of nearly | the business and assets of RKO, 
$1,600,000 levied by Judge Barnes 'etaining that personnel which he 


and would protect Towne against | COMSidered essential. In making 
‘any losses incurred by virtue of | ‘his demand, Government charges 


| Some of the decree’s provisions be- | rata gear amg Aan ong the 
ing stayed pending appeal. Judg-| gecree’s divorcement proviso 
herny 5%. we Foe ee Whether the Goverment. wins 
rate of 5%. eae 
; P oe or loses today’s argument it 
Decree is admittedly similar to | jikely that the D. of i. will ae 
_Chicago’s Jackson Park decree. For | after demand strict clauses in film 
first-run system of distribution, it consent decrees to bar anv re- 


any of the defendant quests for delays in divorcement 
houses from showing a first-run ema the pv ol originally 
| film more than two weeks. It elimi-| provided. Understood future de- 
_— clearance, or waiting time, crees. will provide severe penalties 
between the conclusion of a pic's! in joss of control by the manage- 
| first run in a defendant house and | ment if the time element is ne- 
| the apogee ey of the subse-| glected 
quent runs in the nabes. It pro-| RKO will pla i i si 
ue! ; . y up its still losing 
hibits making the admission price distribution pb gag the ma- 
° theatre will charge for a picture | jor puts in a pitch for a three- 
r ae on which the distribu-. year delay. Without the support 
or wi license pic for that thea-| of its theatre circuit, RKO lawyers 
tre. It enjoins the defendants from | wi}] argue, the production-distri- 
playing double features if the in- pution unit will be immediately 


Hughes Sizzler 


Continued from page 3} oe 




















a vear in divi-| 


day (14) 
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tent in so doing is to exhaust avail-| pjun i iderab! 
\its sights on drawing American @>le product and leave nothing for Siseteh & Wall paaeatied te put the 


| companies to Vienna for the simul-|the Towne. It does provide, how- | 
taneous production of films in ever, that if a pic plays only a 
both German and English. Com- Week of first-run, 10 days of clear- 
panies would be able to use up 4uce is permitted in order to book | 
some of their frozen Austrian | Pic into subsequent runs. It further | 
schillings. Interest in developing |€"Joins moveovers when intent is’ 
American production in Austria '© exceed the two-week limit at. 
stems from the successful outcome | ‘he same price 
of the Alexander Korda-David 0. | In subsequent-run situations. it 
Selznick production of “The Third | enjoins showing of a pic in any 
| Man,” which was filmed almost in' defendant house for more than a) 
| its entirety in Vienna. ‘week. It prohibits the preparation, | 
Reisch, who was born in Aus- publishing, adopting, enforcing, or | 
tria, completed an _ eight-month attempting tc enforce anv plan for 
contract with Paramount Fri-'a uniform system of zoning. This | 
latter was the key charge leveled 


stretch is still required to put the 
studio on a profit basis. 

RKO's difficulties with the banks 
that are on the studio’s $8,500,000 
revolving production loan will play 
a part in the arguments. If di- 
vorcement is effected, the major is 
in technical default on the loan 
Moreover, the banks are refusing 
to renew on any other basis. and 
will undoubtedly call in the loan. 
While a $10,000,000 payment which 
the theatre chain must make to 
the studio upon the splitup was 
considered adequate when the plan 
of reorganization was first drafted, 
it is no longer deemed so. 
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Nosed Sean Distribs Mull Turn to Flats 


And DuP’s Costlier Pix 
e ’ Continued from pake 4 <immmemaeeinlNimmmencsioo! 
Stock Hits Em Worst, profit domestically on other films. | the picture before release. 


Big switch of Eastman Kodak | Contention is that the method} Wider sale on flats will be 
and DuPont to acetate (safety) would take out most of the risk | 9p ct ” “rs osbit a giving him 
ff a battle be- from distribution, restoring a good the opportunity demanded for mak- 
| nc aged ype ssanufacturers | part of it to exhibition. ing big money on pix. At the same 

erate Ae Its Appeal to Exhibs j time, it would Qe &. gant step 
,and the five newsreel companies. iisiner indaeds iwould gen- | towards winning complete  ¢«- 
The reels are battling demands by ovtlee po be the method is still an pe is selling a film on a loca! 
EK and DuPont for a changeover uncertainty. However, it would | os a Se be- 
carry the bait for exhibition of giv- | ‘ Ypo to 


VARIETY 
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COMPO Stymied on Johnson 


Continued from page 4 


personal lives of film people. the film rental, and he obviously 

MPIC is made up of guilds, crafts. knows it with or without COMPO, 

More basic, however, is TOA’s 

prenyers end ell eaguents of reluctance to see any other impor- 

Hollywood. tant industry group come into be- 

Since there is this basic dif- jng and jeopardize what TOA feels 
ference in feeling, COMPO chair- is 


its growing stature. It fears | 
man Ned E. Depinet is expected to that a large-scale COMPO will | 
veer away from any attempt to steal part of its thunder. 
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Thus, 

draw up a plan for fighting John- TOAers 
son at the hearings or otherwise. 
First task, in his estimation, is to 
get COMPO actually established— 
and that may be _ troublesome 
enough in itself. 


whatever arguments the 


put in the way of making an impor- | 


tant industry agency of COMPO 
must be weighed -against this 
thinking. 

As for the Johnson hearings, the 


to acetate by July 1 of the current | 


year. The reels contend that pres- 
ent costs of operation bar any big 
boost in costs and that the switch- 


over will mean anywhere from 
$700-$1,000 weekly. added outlay 


ing it a chance of earning big COIN | -egound to the advantage of the 


on the sleepers and heavy-grossers 
generally. It has been the con- 
stant gripe by exhibs that there is 
no incentive to exercise real show- 
manship because of heavy percent- 


local drumbeating is expected to 


industry as a whole. 


q Cool-Off Period 

















Reps of the component groups, industry.case will be carried pri- hea 
constituting every facet of the in- marily by the Motion Picture Assn. for each. ages exacted by distribs when a ' 
dustry, have held two meetings of America with the aid of the It is figured that acetate costs film goes over an average b.o. Continued from page 3 < 
since last August to lay the MPIC. The two organizations are about 65c per reel more than the figure. | . of judgment, he can’t go bevond 
groundwork for the overall public planning vigorous offensive and de- standard nitrate rawstock. For Number of distrib execs view | purpose and intent*of the ad code 
relations The stanza fensive action before the commit-| major companies, that is only a return to flats as the surest way of —and it contains no prohibition 


agency. 
called for Chicago next May 8-9 is 
for the formal organization of 
COMPO. 

By agreement. every action by 
the outfit must be by unanimous 
approval. The resolutions by the 
10 component groups authorizing 
the organization of COMPO in 
May, however. have a number of 
reservations. These may serve to 
still further delay setting it up on 


tee, but will not contribute toward 
publicity by bringing in stars or in 
any other way glamorizing the pro- 
ceedings. 


——————————EE 
Brit. Meetings | 


Continued from page 4 











in Britain. The British are under- 


nominal upping of their expendi- 
tures for prints. The reels, how- 
ever, with two issues weekly and 
thousands of prints for each, con- 
sume many millions of footage 
yearly: Boost for them, therefore, 
is sizeable, 

Difference in cost for the reels, 
however, may plunge a number of 
them into losing operations. Most 
of the outfits are skirting the nar- 


eliminating the vicious habit of 
booking the big pix for the middle 
of the week and slotting low-key 
flats for the profitable weekends. 
This custom is on the increase be- 
eause the exhib cops big profits 
when the turnout is strong regard- 
less of his film offering. During 


the ordinarily-light biz period, he: 


depends on strong films to bring 
out the customers. 


against such copy as was recent 
used by RKO for “Stromboli,” 
which has brought.the whole situa- 
tion currently to attention. 
Beyond refusing a code seal to a 
film for which the advertising was 
objectionable, MPAA would have 
no method of preventing either the 
use of the ad copy or exhibition of 
the picture. While the major cir- 


‘cuits are morally bound not to play 


such a film, there can be no legal 


a fully operating basis with budget. stood seeking to reduce this "OW edge. Hot fight is therefore Broader use of fats is also re- 
financing, permanent chairman and amount by the 30° represented cropping up, with the reels insist- garded as the strongest way of pro- binder on them. Warner Bros., for 
board, ete. by devaluation. It is likely that a | ‘9 that no change in their supply moting longer playing-time for | instance, is currently showing the 
One of the squawks by TOA, compromise may be worked out, 5 put through and the suppliers product. Distribs believe they can | Italian-made “Bicycle Thief” in 
which was the group that put the permitting the Americans broader @@Ually adamant that no facilities foster that practice by whittling | Philadelphia, despite its lack of a 
heaviest reservations in its resolu- uses of their frozen funds. for nitrate will be available after the proportionate per-diem amount | seal. Distributor Joseph Burstyn 
July. charged on a flat basis for every | has refused to make cuts in the 


tion ‘authorizing participation in 
COMPO, was that the 
financing was faulty. 


method of 
Pian, drawn 


While the company prexies some 
months ago set up a five-man com- 
mittee to accompany Johnston to 





Roach’s UNESCO Post 


extra day that a pic is played. 
Two other important savings are 


pic demanded by the Code Admin- 
istration. 
In addition to the legal problem 


up in Washington in December, the negotiations, it is understood being urged to support the move. : : 
calls for 1/10 of 1% contribution ‘there are no present plans for the| William §$. Roach, New York! Obvious one, of course, is a slash ce eg agg ly ate 
equally by distribs and exhibs. gr - film attorney, has been named ; “ki hi . | ann ar AA, many 

jually s group to go to London. Whether y in the ehecking nut which a de indie houses, particularly the 


TOAites later complained that this 
would serve to make public their 


it actually goes will hinge on de- 
velopments when Johnston and 


special counsel in the international 


copyright division of United Na-| 


cline in percentage bookings would 
bring about. Cost currently runs 


|arties, give no consideration what- 


soever to whether or not a film has 


payment for film. Arnall get into the negotiations. tions Educational, Scientific & to many hundreds of thousands of ; eek cakes Wee weed to 
Depinet claims that that is not.Latter two will have a corps of ex-| Cultural Organization. He'll sail dollars for each distrib. Other sav- be provision for a $25,000 fine to 
so. He states the payments to pert advisers, including MPAA in-| for Paris May 2 and make his) ing would come from advertising. nie Nevied hw the SEPA aor Hons 


COMPO will be made in bulk by 
the distribs. They'll coilect the ex- 


ternational division chief John G. 
McCarthy; MPAA’s British rep, 


headquarters there. 
Roach is associated with the law 


With most bookings on a flat basis, 
theatre .man, rather than distrib, 


affiliated house that played a sans- 
esal film, but that had to be elimi- 


hib contribution on each film bill Fayette W. Aliport, and probably offices of Irwin Margulies in New would be the chief point-of-sale ad- nated as a violation of the Sherman 
and add their own, sending the James A. Mulvey. Mulvey, prez of | York and Beverly Hills. In the vertiser since anything above the and Clayton anti-trust acts. Com- 
whole amount to COMPO at the Samuel Goldwyn Productions, is UNESCO post he'll work with flat charge would land in his pocket pliance “now must he completely 


end of each week or month. Thus 
only the distrib with whom the ex- 
hib is doing business will know 


chairman of the eastern distribu- 
tion committee of SIMPP and 
helped negotiate the present pact. 


copyright specialists of other na- 
tions toward establishment of an 
international copyright union. 


solely. Distrib’s only concern 


would be in preliminary national | 


ad insertions and bally to establish 
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in “The Third Man” 


beauty!” 


Valli as she plays oppesite Joseph Cotten 


“Wn a Lux 


Here’s a beauty care that really works! In recent 
Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, 3 out 
* of 4 complexions improved in a short time. 

“I smooth the rich fragrant lather well in,” 
says Valli. “Then I rinse and pat with a 
soft towel to dry. Now skin takes on fresh new 


Try the big new bath size cake, 
too—so fragrant, so luxurious. 
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| down. 


“voluntary.” 

Even much more difficult to ac- 
complish would be the MPAA's 
second aim, the enforced delay in 
release of any pic bearing the taint 
of scandal. Idea would be to make 
the distrib hold up the film until 
all publicity concerning it had died 
Any concerted move to get 


|exhibs to refuse to show the film 


would be conspiracy in restraint 
of trade any legally impossible. 
MPAA, however, has not given up 
the idea and has its general coun- 
sel, Sidney Schreiber, delving into 
the law in hopes of coming up with 
a legal method of enforcing the 
desired delay. 

While the adoption of the two 
regulations MPAA is considering 
would go far to remove the criti- 
cism of the industry recently made 
by Senator Edwin C. Johnson. it is 
said that that is not the immediate 


' purpose. Both measures have been 


| sociation’s board for some 


thought about by the Johnston as- 
time, 
but the need for them has been 
crystallized at the moment as a 
result of the hullabaloo and unfor- 
tunate industrywide publicity 
brought on by the advertising and 
release of “Stromboli.” the Ingrid 
Bergman-Robert Rossellini film. 


‘Kettle’-‘Gloves’ 


Continued from page ? = 

















‘ing out ahead on a campaign. Big 


theatres on the mainstem in N. Y. 
insist on at least a $15,000 outlay, 
it is claimed. 

The high nut on Broadway is 
diverting product to the off-main- 
stem flickeries with smaller budg- 
ets and overhead. These houses, 
however, have such a wide choice 
in quality product that the ordi- 
nary pie stands ne chance of 
preeming in sureseater territory. 

While Broadway situation con- 
tinues tough, booking availability 
on the affiliate circuits has eased 
somewhat. U, for instance, is send- 
ing a British package, “Astonished 
Heart” and “Rugged O’Riordans. 
through the RKO circuit on. the 
short end of the week. Company 
previously was forced to sell 
around the affiliates when neither 
RKO nor Loew’s would accept 
several British pix. 





Pie Celebs at Coast Ozoner Preem 
Los Argeles. 

New drive-in, the Magnolia, 

makes its debut in Arlington thi 


week with Wayne Morris as me. 


i for group of studio thesps. 
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| . . . “ : . es con 4° 
The Gene Autry tours produce as much value in prestige, project completed by us in te n years’ activity in the Seay 
ood will and increased patronage for other Autry enter- relations affairs of America’s favorite singing cowboy, 
Saka as they are successful in themselves. The 1950 tour, Our assistance and cia a “= lable to those con- 
it, 1 stl or engaged in Gene Autry promotions, 

like those which preceded it, is one more interesting templating gag 


For information about what we may do for you, contact 


THE W H ALENS ousuiaists 


B. WHALEN KATHLEEN LAMB WHALEN 
DAVID B. 


?. O. Box 693, Grand Central Station, New York 17 + ~— Butterfield 8-0499 
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Clips from Film Row 


NE |ally in Ned Depinet sales contest. 
W YORK North Central Allied at its an- 
Larry Morris, general man- nyal convention here May 3-4 to 
ager of B. S. Moss Theatres, an- try to devise arbitration plan that 
nounced joe managerial would serve as model for entire 
changes: Conrad Fontaine, man-) industry. 
ager of the Central, Cedarhurst, | 
L. I., now managing the Malverne, | 
Malverne, L. I., following resigna- 
tion of Thomas Di Lorenzo. Mel- 
vin Janove, assistant at Moss’ Cri- 
terion on Broadway, named man- 








Thirty persons, including patrons 
and employes, escaped safely when 
fire, starting in the projection 
booth, gutted the 248-seat Roxy 
theatre at Austin, Minn. 





antral theatre. George University of Minnesota Film| (UA) and 
Redline saree’ assistant man-, Society opened spring series of | (EL), fine $3,000. 

ager at Criterion. foreign film presentations with | Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74) — 
Leonard Satz, head of Century “The Children, Swedish picture. | “Singing Guns” (Rep) and ‘“Har- 
Theatres’ purchasing and main-|_ Ted Bolnick to be honored at bor of Missing Men” (Rep), day- 
tenance department since 1935, | Northwest Variety club’s annual date with Webber. Fair $4.000. 
resigned to become a partner in banquet for past chief barkers,| Last week on reissues. 
Raytone Screen Corp. Latter firm May 4. : : | Vogue (Wolfberg) (600: 60-74)— 
handles theatre accessories and Theatre Associates, biggest _Of | “A fair Blum” (Indie). Okay $2. | 
manufactures theatre sound the non-profit buying and booking | 209. Last week “Stairway to 

screens. combines here, comprising most of | Heaven” (Indie), fair $2.000. 
big .independent circuits, finally Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74) — 
made peace with Paramount after | “Singing Guns” (Rep) and “Har. 
TOLEDO having been at loggerheads with | por of Missing Men” (Rep), day-| 
Nat Turberg, former operator of it since inception. | date with Tabor. Fair $1.700. Last | 


Palaee, and later local city man-| 
ager for Northio Ra ge poco 

m, O., takin ack the house, | 
which Northio , released under Frank Hensler has made Kansas 
the consent decree. City his headquarters in the new 

First unit of a $3,500,000 shop- Metro setup which makes him 
ping center, which will include a salesmanager of the Intermoun- 
theatre. will be under construction tain Division. 
soon. announced Dean Bailey and ver and Salt Lake City are ex- 
Ray A. Murnen, Toledo realtors in| changes in the division. The re 
charge of the financing. Project turn to Kansas City is a homecom- 
is on a 1712-acre tract on Monroe , ing for Hensler, who was manager 
street, and plans were drawn by of the Metro exchange here for a 
the New York firm of Ketchum,!| number of years. He left here 
Gina & Sharp. just after the war to become as- | 

Douglas E. Craft, manager of sistant sales manager of the divi- 
the Capitol Sidney, O., trans- sion with headquarters in Detroit. 
ferred to the Lima State, Lima, O. Illness of Harold Hume, city 
Thurman Hetzler, formerly assist- division booker, resulted in some 
ant manager at Warner’s Ohio, temporary shifts at Fox Midwest. 
Sidney, replaces Craft at Capitol. Roger Ruddick, Isis theatre man- 

A. W. Stanisch resigned as man- | ager, has taken Hume’s desk as 
ager of the Jefferson, Fort Wayne, booker. Harold Guyett, Fairway | 
Ind., to become general manager manager, is handling the— Isis, | 
of Shideler Theatres, which has a where he formerly was assistant | 
house in Dunkirk, two houses in manager. Cecil Wornall, assistant | 
Hartford City, and a drive-in at, manager of the Plaza theatre, is | 


Angola. Robert Coleman, former at the Fairway. Hume underwent | 
city manager 


for the Favorite his second bit of surgery, and is| 
Theatres, Spokane, succeeds Stan-| expected back on duty about) 
isch as manager of the Jefferson, | May 1. : P 
operated by Alliance Theatre| Allied of Kansas-Missouri has 
Corp.~ | set annual convention for May 9- 
a Se | 10, and is oe ge 3 a pat Ae 
jatre equipment skow in conjunc-| 
CINCINNATI tion with the meeting at the Phil- 
Shuttering of several neighbor- lips hotel. Trueman Rembusch, 
hood houses is to be followed by president of National Allied, will 
more closings at stands where biz speak, as will Col. H. A. Cole, 
has skidded. New theatres and Texas Allied leader, according to 
increase of drive-ins are blamed} O. F. Sullivan, K-M president. 
by exhibs ‘for overseating Cincy Other speakers set include Paul 
area and thinning trade distribu-| Ottenstein, on dust control for 
tion. Latest closing was of the drive-in theatres; George Peter- 
Shard, a mid-States property. in| son, Cleveland drive-in designer; 
Lockland. In St. Bernard the An-' and representatives of state high- 
dulas has been idle three months way patrols. 


“for remodeling,’ and the Rose- iointaianiinitiitinds *°*~4 
SAN ANTONIO 


lawn was darkened after a brief 
The Pasadena theatre, Pasadena, 


KANSAS CITY 


reopening for a trial of art policy. 
Both theatres are in the Lou 
Wiethe string, which recently 
opened. the 1,500-seat Valley the-. 


Long circuit, has been closed and 
atre in Roselawn. 


; will be remodeled into a _ store 
building. i 
Paul W. Gay, former manager 


Kansas City, Den- 


| David Rose, 
planes for London Saturday (22) | 


| 406, 2D, TORONTO 


Texas, owned and operated by the | 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 13) 


“Bomba on Panther Island” 
(Mono) poor $1,750. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Cinderella” (RKO), (3d wk). Poor 
$8,000 but net too bad for 3d week. 
Last week big $17,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Woman in Hiding” (U) and “Call 
of the Forest” (Indie). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Johnny Holiday” (UA) 
and “Forbidden Jungle” (EL), big 
$10,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Op- 
eration MHaylift” (Indie) and 
| “Motor Patrol” (Indie). 
| 000. Last week, 





“Johnny Holiday” 


“Forbidden Jungle” 
| $3,000. 


| 


(EL), fine 


"Fort “Johnny Holiday” (UA) and | 





| 


DAVID ROSE’S ANGLO-USS. 
| PRODS. IN BRITAIN 


indie producer, 


to get set on two films which he 
will make in England during the 
summer. While in New York, Rose 


is putting the last touches to con- 
tracts which are expected to tie 
two American stars to one of the 
films and one Yank to the other. 
Rose said he hoped to be able to 
make three films yearly in Britain. 

Producer will spend two weeks 


in England before returning to the 
Coast. 


Good $3.- | 


He will make another and | Cab Man,” 






<a ee oe ee ne ee 
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KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 13) 


“Bicycle Thief” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Strong $2,000. Last week, $2,600, 
good. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—“Outriders” (MG) and “Military 
Academy” (Col). Moderate $13,- 
| 000. Last week, “Yellow Cab Man” 
|(M-G) and “Blondie’s Hero” (Coil), 





| Same, 


| a : ” 
“Forbidden Jungle” | Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 30-55-74) 


| —Cinderella” (RKO) and “Storm 
/Over Wyoming” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Continued parade of parents and 
offspring for hefty $13,000. 
week, great $19,000. 


Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,912; 
55-75) — “Three Came Home” | 
(20th) (2d wk). Satisfactory $9,- | 


000. Last week, pleasant $14,000. 
Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 


45-65)—“‘Riding High” (Par) (2d 
wk). Steady $12,000. May go 
third week. Last week, strong 
$18,000. 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—“Cheaper By Dozen” (20th) (2d 
wk). Following big Easter week, 
heavy $14,000. Likely will hold or 
move to Esquire. Last week, fat 
$20,000. 


‘CINDERELLA’ SOCKO 





Toronto, April 18. 

A smash $52,000 was racked up 
| by “Cinderella” in a 
‘combo of J. Arthur Rank deluxers 
'in Toronto last week, and pic will 
ido a wow $40,000 here for the 
second week. 


On holdovers at other first-runs, | 


big, 


”? 
’ 


| business - is this going for 
“Riding High,’ “Cheaper by the 
| Dozen,” “Third Man,” “Yellow 
the “Kettles” and 


longer stopover in Britain in June | “Tight Little Island.” 


when the cameras start rolling. 
First film scheduled is “Full 


| Circle,” an original script of Philin | : 
MacDonald. Second is an untitled | Sree 


original. 


Rose is huddling with William 
MacMillen, Eagie Lion’s exec vee- 


for the two new pix. EL is han- 
dling “Your Witness,” produced by 
Rose with Robert Montgomery di- 
recting and starring. Pix will be 
made on the Teddington lot, 
Warner Bros. studio, 
“Witness” was recently completed. 


All Rose’s films will be financed 
partially in sterling and the bal- 
ance in dollars. Producer has a 
51% interest in Coronado Produc- 
tions, owner of the pix, with the 
remaining 49° held by British 
bankrollers. 


Wm. Morris Sets Three 








| 


on which | 


Estimates for This Week 

Danforth, Fairlawn, Humber, 
| Odeon (Rank) (1,330; 1,165; 1,201; 
48-$1.15) —- “Cinderella” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Still a smash 
| $40,000 after last week's terrific 
| $52,000. 

Gliendaie, 


| Downtown, Scarboro, 


pee, on possible releasing deals | State (20th) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; 


| 33-57) — “Borderline” and 
“Golden Stallion’ (Rep). Disap- 
pointing $12,000. Last week, ‘Blue 
Grass Kentucky” (Mono) and 
— Dynamite” (Mono), $13,- 
500. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,080; 
1,140; 38-67)—“Third Man” (SRO) 
(2d wk). Still’ big $14,000 after 
last week’s $18,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,357: 46-77) — 
“Tight Little Island” (U) (3d wk). 
Lusty $10,000 after previous ca- 
pacity $12,000. 


(U) 


“Riding High” (Par) (2d wk). Solid 
$17,500 after last week’s smash 
$22,000. 
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Picture Grosses 


Last | 


four-house | 


Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59) —) 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67) —) 


TT. 


‘BUCCANEERS’ OK 76°S 
DENVER H.0.$ HOLD Up 


Seattle, April ig. 
Running a pahety €ven initia] 
week at all three vergreen big. 
seaters, “Captain Carey” at Coli. 





;seum, “Wabash Ave.” at Fifth 
Avenue and “Riding High,” 
| Paramount are in second okay 


|stanza. “Cinderella” is handling 4 
nifty third stanza at the Music 
|Hall and “Francis” is at Blue 
Mouse for a sixth week. Others 
theatres are offering new fare 
Blue Mouse has started an 4)}- 
night policy, similar to its near. 
neighbor, Coliseum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue. Mouse (Hamrick) (800: 59- 
84)—‘Francis” (U) and “Molly Xx” 
(U). (6th wk). Headed for goog 
$5,000. Great $4,700 last week. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877: 59. 
| 84)\—“Captain Carey, USA” (Par) 
and “Tyrant of Sea” (Col) (2d wk). 
Expect okay $6,000 for 6 days. 
Last week, $11,000, big. 
| Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.349: 
59-84)—“Wabash Ave.” (20th) and 
.“Tattooed Stranger” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Indicate nice $6,000 for 6 
| days. Last week, $11,300, swell. 
| Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
|—‘‘4 Days Leave” (FC) and “West- 
'ern Pacific Agt.” (Lippert). Antici- 
pate slow $5,500 for 5 days. L: 
week, 2nd of “East Side, West 
Side” (M-G) and “Variety Hour 
No. 4” in nifty 2nd stanza, $6,600. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 59- 
84)— “Young Man With Horn” 
(WB) and “Variety Hour No. 3”: 
(3d wk). Expect good $3,000 for 
6 days. Dandy $4,200 last week 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
84)—“‘Cinderella” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Anticipating big $8,000 for 6 days, 
then moving to Music Box. Im- 
mense $13,700 last week. 
| Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 
84)— “Buccaneer Girl” (U) and 
“Twilight in Sierras” (Rep). Likely 
(around okay $7,000. Last week, 
|six days of “Perfect Stranger’ 
|(WB) and “Variety Hour No. 5,” 
ine dice, $4,800. 
| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40- 
$1\—“Chain Lightning” (WB) (2d 
run), plus Delta Rhythm Boys, 
| etc., onstage. Expect slow $6,000. 
| Last week, “Captain China” (Par) 
| (2d run) and stage headed by Desi 
| Arnaz. Mild $7,000. 
| Paramount (Evergreen) (3.039: 
| §9-84)—“Riding High’ (Par) and 
| “Dangerous Profession” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Expect exceptionally good 
| $9,000. Last week, good $10,800 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 13) 
| $22,000 at upped prices, after big 
| $40,000 last week. 
| Dupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85) — 
“Tight Little Island’ (U) (4th wk). 


ist 












MINNEAPOLIS 


Two lower loop houses, Grand 
and Crystz1, sensationally advertis- | 
ing sex pictures. 


Still another local neighborhood | 
house, W. R. Frank’s Arion, now) 
having 49-day clearance, seeking | 
28-day availability, the earliest 
here and now had by only six up-| 
town and suburban theatres. 

Dick Tolette, Home circuit book- 


in Refugio, for the Video Inde- 
pendent Theatres, transferred to 
Frederick, Okla., where he _ will 
manage the Romana and Ritz there 
for the circuit, replacing Calvin K. 
Council. 

The North Palestine drive-in 
theatre, Palestine, Texas, pur- 
chased by L. S. Ducote, who has 


;renamed the ozoner the Moon 


Lite. 











er, mourning loss of small son, run; Lester True named manager of 

over by automobile. — , | the three Robb & Rowley circuit 

Local RKO branch sixth nation-| theatres in Waxahachie and a 

drive-in under construction. He 

os was formerly with the circuit at 

New York Theatres Taylor and replaces John Calla- 
CLIFTON WEBB - JEANNE CRAIN 

MYRNA LOY in 


| han, moved by R&R to Oak Cliff. 
“Cheaper by the Dozen” 


ATLANTA 
20th Fox—Color by Technicolor 


Walter Munroe, who came to 
|Atianta as stage manager of The 
Stage, a stock company, named 
On Stage—FRAN WARREN 
and Others 
7th Ave. & 


manager of the Peachtree Art 
— ROX soth st. —— 























theatre, arty picture house. Mun- 
roe succeeds J. D. “Woody” Wood- 
ard. Woodard resigned to become 
ae press rep for Warner 
| Bros, 


| 

















TORONTO 


| Gordon Lightstone, Paramount's 
|Seneral manager in Canada, has 
| been named head of the Canadian 
| Motion Picture Distributors Assn. 
for the fourth successive year. 
Organization’s members also re- 
elected Harvey Harnick, Canadian 
general sales manager, as veepee. 


ALBANY 











RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——— 


Rockefeller Center 


“THE DAUGHTER OF 
ROSIE O'GRADY" 


starring June Haver - Gordon MacRae 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Warner Bros. Picture 





aged’ theatres in St. Augustine, 
Fla., Charlotte, N. C., Falmouth, 
Mass. (summer house), 
|Maine and New Hampshire, is new 
| Manager of Warners’ Madison | 
here. He replaced Herbert Jen- | 





. Plus 
The Musie Hall's Great Easter Stage Show | 
j nings, 





| 


Alfred G. Swett, who had man-)| 


Packages in Six Weeks 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Three package deals have been 
closed by the William Morris office 
in the last six weeks with three 


major studios, Metro, 20th-Fox and 
Paramount. 


First was “Cause for Alarm” at 
Metro, including Loretta Young as 
star, Tom Lewis as producer, Tay 
Garnett as director and Mel Dinelli 
as scripter. Second deal was with 
20th-Fox involving “Half an An- 
gel,” Miss Young as star and Rob- 
ert Riskin as writer. Third was 
“The Goldbergs,” radio-TV show, 
bought by Paramount with Ger- 
trude Berg as star and author, 








Producers Guild Board 


In Initial Meet on Coast 
Hollywood, April 18. 


Meeting for the first time since 
their appointment last week, mem- 





ducers Guild gathered in 20th’s 
| Studio cafe last night (17) to dis- 
|cuss a constitution and _ bylaws. 
|Isaaec Pacht and David Tannen- 
| baum, 
|group, were on hand to assist in 


‘framing the constitution. 


William Perlberg is temporary 
board chairman, with 18 members, 
consisting of Buddy Adler, Charles 
Brackett, Henry Blanke, Pandro 
Berman, Jack Cummings, Sam 
Engel, Bryan Foy, Sidney Franklin, 


and in|/Artthur Freed, Arthur Hornblow, | 


Fred Kohlmar, Edwin Knopf, Louis 
Lighton, Sol Siegel, Robert Sisk, 
Joseph Sistrom, Jerry Wald and 
Sam Zimbalist, | 


“Yellow Cab Man” (M-G) (2d wk), | Steady $4,000 after hefty $5,000 
Big $11,500 after last week’s hefty | last week, in day-and-date with 
$16,000. bar Leaves here, but stays on 
Nortown, University (FP) (959; | at Littie. 
1,556; 38-67)—“Cheaper by Dozen” |, Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) 
(20th) (2d wk). Nifty $11,000 after | “Francis” (U). Tops the town with 
last week’s $14,000. nifty $18,000, well above house 
Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67) —|average. Last week, “Cinderelia 
“Daughter Rosie O’Grady” (WB) |‘RKO) (7th wk), wound up sock 
(2d wk). Okay $10,000 after last |Tun with neat $11,000. ‘ 
week’s $15,000. Little (Lopert) (285; 50-85) 





bers of the temporary executive | 
board of the proposed Screen Pro- | 


engaged as attorneys for )* 


Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 38-67) — 
“Kettles Go to Town” (U) (2d wk). 
Healthy $9,000 after last week’s 
big $12,500. 


Montreal Up; ‘Wabash’ 
' 22G, ‘Ambush’ $16,000 


Montreal, April 18. 
With holdovers in all but two of 
the deluxers, returns are up all 





was yanked after a poor week. 
“Cheaper by Dozen” is still draw- 
ing, with “Love Happy” 
nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Wabash Avenue” (20th). $22,000. 
Last week, “Riding High” (Par) 
poor $10,500. 
Capitol (C.T.) 


$15,000 following a sock opening 
sesh of $21,000. 
Palace (C.T.) 
“Nancy Goes To Rio” (M-G) (2d 
wk). $20,000 after a gay first week 


| of $19,000. 


Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 


ter of West” (UI) (2d wk). $6,000 
after starting with $11,500. 
Princess (C.T.) 
“Ambush” (M-G). $16,000. 
week, “Chain Lightning” (WB), 
$11,000. 


“Love Happy” (UA) and “Prison 





Warden” (UA) (2d wk). $6,000 


_ lafter a smash first of $10,000. 





around. Paramount’s “Riding High” | 


doing | 


(2,412: 34-60) —| 
“Cheaper by Dozen” (20th) (2d wk). | 


(2,625; 34-60) — 


“Buccaneer Girl” (UI) and “Daugh- | 


(2,131; 34-60)— | 
Last | 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— |! 


“Tight Little Island’”’ (U) (4th wk. 
/Good $3,000 after fine $4,000 tor 
Easter week. Settles into Little 
|for long run. 

| Metropolitan (Warner) (1.163; 
| 44-74)—"Riding High” (Par) (m.o.). 
| Hefty $7,000 for small-seater and 
‘second consecutive week. Last 
week, “Tarzan Slave Girl” (RKO), 
disappointing $6,000. 

| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74) — 
'“Cheaper by Dozen” (20th) (2d 
wk). Hot $20,000 for holdover. 
/and best in many weeks. Last 
| week, terrifie $28,000, well above 
hopes. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-90) 
— “Third Man” (SRO) (5th wk. 
| Still (SRO) at night to merry tune 
'of $10,000, after fine $11,000 last 


| week. 

Warner (WB) (2.164; 44-74) — 
“Stage Fright” (WB). Sturdy $16.- 
000. Last week, “Riding High 


|(Par) came through with better 
| than expected $17,000. 

| Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80) — 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). Taper- 
‘ing off, but still good $6,500 after 
| fine $7,500 last week. 





| oe 
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NOW SPECIALIZING 
IN REFRESHMENT 
SERVICE FOR 


RIVE-IN THEATRES/ | 
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Coy Lets NAB Down Easy; Sees Brush 
On Code, Programming, Affiliates 


Chicago, April 18. + 
FCC chairman Wayne Coy, who | 
deviated from convention proce- | 


| 


' 
i 
| 





Station Reps’ Coup sf 


dure by actually getting down to) Chicago, April 18 
AM-vs.-TV brass tacks, adminis- | S lati eae i ce 
alt , mild rebuke to the NAB | speculation was rife weve as | 
tere | to the identity of the two big- 


today (Tues.) for its failure to | 
come to grips with the radio-tele | 
transitional period. 

It was, on the whole, a far more | 
subdued Coy who faced the broad- 
casters this year. In contrast to | 
his general conclusion today that | 


“Ty has not made a significant | | 
impact on AM revenues,” the dele- | 
ones recalled how the FCC chair- | ove- @s | 


man last year had _ practically 
written off AM with his “go TV” 


& o | 
clarion call that had sent the radio | Ch ° Wh { S 
broadcasters into retreat. | L ] é ays 


Acknowledging that he has been 


impressed by the theme of the| 
confab — Responsibility of “he N t N | for S le 
Broadcaster—Coy nonetheless de- e 0 a 

plored the fact the agenda didn’t | 
include such items as (1) open dis- | 
cussion of the problem of network 
affiliates in relation to network 
programming; (2) open discussion 
on the problem of whether the 
broadcasters have an_e effective 
code, what can be done to improve 


league station reps who are 
banding together for their own 
organization. 

They are going after 
clear channel stations. 


the 








a coorenal 
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Chicago, April 18. | 

Meeting of the Mutual board of 
directors, held here in connection 
with the NAB convention, resolved 
itself into a two-hour love-fest. If 


+ 
+ 
| 





| ing” convention, the National Assn. 
|of Broadcasters found itself this) 


| industry 
| Stake. 


| station elements. 


STING 





CALL CHI CONFAR 
‘DOLITTLE' MEET 





ABOUT BCA 


Shouse Denies WLW Exiting NBC, 
Admits Possibly Adding 


CBS Shows 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


Chicago, April 18. 
In the face of what many dele-| 
gates characterized as a “do noth-| 


Hat in Hand 


Chicago, April 18. 

Indicative of the NAB finan- 
cial straits is the report that 
the association was obliged to 
make a loan to meet its last 
administrative payroll. 

A $200,000 deficit rolled up 
by Broadcast Measurement 
Bureau instead of $75,000, as 





week at a critical turning point, | 
with perhaps the fate of the parent | 
organization itself at} 


oe —— 9 —" the broadcasters were original- 
ed : oan , _| ly led to believe, plus the 
dam what the NAM ta dela to nro. | mounting defection of stations 
vide the needed shot in the arm in| *tn8 she organmastion, are 


patterning the “radio of the future” | the major contributory factors. 


to meet the TV competition. | 


Many broadcasters champion a_| 
new organization, one that would ay 
direct its energies solely toward 
solving the problems of the AM} 
broadcasters. Chief supporters of WEF] B 
, boston, 


this move are from the unaffiliated | 
Chicago, April 18. 








While it’s conceded that NAB) 
Prexy Justin Miller might have 
solidified his position with the ap- | 
pointment of William F. Ryan as 
general manager to take over the 
D. C. administrative duties, the 


it “in the light of your responsi- 
bility,” and how to implement it 


|there were any alarms over the 
network’s sphere of operation in 


overall NAB picture is recognized 
as a none-too-healthy one. With 


If the right person comes along 


Chicago, April 18. 
Despite reports circulating at 
the NAB convention here that 
WLW, Cincinnati, was switching 
its affiliation from NBC to CBS 
as a prelude to an all-out affiliate 
raiding drive by Columbia, James 
D. Shouse, board chairman of the 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp. which 
owns the 50 kw station, issued a 
| statement characterizing the WLW 
italks with CBS as “purely an in- 
itellectual exercise.” 
| Essence of Shouse’s statement is 
l that WLW, which also carries some 
| Mutual network shows, has no in- 
| tention of giving up its NBC affili- 
lation, but has been exploring the 
idea of also taking some CBS 
shows. “We have no intention or 
desire to give up an NBC affilia- 
tion,” Shouse concluded. 
Nonetheless, the talk here is 
that CBS board chairman William 
S. Paley has been using the WLW 
parleys as the opening wedge in 
a campaign to lure NBC outlets 
into the Columbia columns. If he 
succeeds in tieing up the influen- 
|tial WLW, even if only for some 
it would be an im- 








CBS stanzas, 
portant victory, reminiscent of last 
year’s unprecedented shift of talent 


with the right price, it’s reported | to the CBS fold. 


the future or the eventual dispo- 
sition of the Don Lee Network, one 


for the public’s and the industry’s 
benefit, and (3) discussion on the 


problems involved in determining |of the major stockholding inter- 
what constitutes the public inter-| ests, which is reportedly up for 


est and how to meet those needs. 


“These are problems which will 
become more and more serious in 


|sale, none of it was apparent on| 
the surface. 


the exception of BAB (Broadcast-| here that CBS is still of a mind to | 
ing Advertising Bureau) and the | 4ispose of WEEI, its owned-and- 
employee-employer relations setup operated station in Boston. In v7 
spearheaded by Richard Doherty, of the handsome profits accruing | 
broadcasters see little value com-|t the station under Harold Fel-| 
ing out of the organization. The |0Ws’ hep managerial aegis, the | 


Ryan appointment, some say may| Tight price” is variously esti- | 


It’s figured that the CBS brass 
has its sights set on more of the 
powerful NBC stations — conceiv- 
ably such operations as WSB, At- 
lanta, WSM, Nashville, and WHO, 
Des Moines. 

CBS’ present Cincy affiliate is 


the transition period through which 
we are passing,” Coy said. 
Actually, Coy’s speech was cal- 





Frank White, Mutual prexy, is- 
|sued a statement following the 
|meeting to the effect that “no of- 
fers for the purchase of the Mu- 
|tual network are being either en- 


| tertained or sought.” 


| Jt was announced that Mutual is 
|making the TV plunge to the ex- 
itent that henceforth the web will 


stave off the threatened CBS-ABC 
withdrawals. If the latter two pull 


| their o.&o0. stations out, it would 


be a heavy financial blow to the 
association. On top of station de- 
fections over the past year (approx- 
imately 75 membership cancella- 
tions), others are reported plan- 
ning a quiet exit. 


mated at between $1,500,000 and WKRC, the 5,000-watt operation 
| $2,000,000. |which Columbia once owned but 
Some time back there were some | sold to. the Taft newspaper inter- 
i CBS discussions anent sale of ests (Cincy Times-Star). Compared 
| WEEI, with the web setting its|to WLW (with its AM and TV ad- 
| sights on WLAW, the 50,000-wat-|juncts), it doesn’t begin to bat in 
iter in Lawrence. Nothing ma-|the same league. 
|terialized. However, some off-the-| An important hurdle to a CBS 





(Continued on page 40) 
make available for telecast to its 


|network advertisers the programs 

ony) 9 'earried by its stockholders’ video 
aint Ca operations (New York, Chi, Wash- 
ington, Boston and Hollywood). 


: : | Detailed plans for the overall TV) 
Chicago, April 18. | service will be announced later, 

Although without official port-| with likelihood that the same tele-| 
folio on the agenda, i. a Hooper | cast service will be extended to | 
showed up at the NAB convention Mutual’s affiliated stations: in the | 
here to do a missionary job in but-| Ty field. 


tonholing the delegates. | The stockholders reelected Frank 

Apparently disturbed over the White as prexy; T. C. Streibert, of 
growing industry impression that’ WOR, as chairman of the board, | 
he’s out to knife the AM boys in} , an, 
whooping up the TV _ inroads, | (Continued on page 40 
Hooper in effect came out to tell) 


‘shift of accent” rating services in U.9. STEEL MAY SPONSOR - 


actuality takes official cognizance | 





nition that the industry needs a| NAB convention here told of the | 
parent organization—good or bad—| recent gestures made to the Co- 
may ward off a stampede. | lumbia top management level by a/ 

While BAB is admittedly one of) 8Toup interested in purchasing 
the major NAB assets (although | WCCO in Minneapolis. In view of 
some take the position that it's| the fact that the latter station is 
time it started to produce over-the-| the juiciest morsel among CBS’ 
counter sales results rather than | 9-&0. operations, the web nixed, 
promises for the future), the finan-| @"y Offers, but left the definite | 
cial drain is something else again. | impression that it would invite the 

The revamped Broadcast Meas- | Tight kind of a bid for WEEI. 
urement Bureau (now BAM—|, Sale of WEEI, of course, would 
Broadcast Audience Measurement) | be predicated on CBS latching on 
is in a similar plight, with general | WLAW, although it isn't likely that | 
industry indifference over the re-| Bill Paley could grab off more than | 
sults of study No. 2 making a third | 45% interest in the station. Fact 
study in the iffy realm. Some doubt | that WLAW would be in a more 
whether broadcasters will support | favorable position to land a tele- 
another financially. Instead of a Vision franchise in the highly- 
$75,000 BAM deficit, the figure is competitive Boston area is seen as 


Only the recog-| record corridor discussion at the|grab of WLW is that the station’s 


extensive primary coverage poses 
overlap problems. It would prob- 
ably entail CBS’ divesting itself of 
present affiliations with the Day- 
ton Herald-News’ WHIO, the Co- 
lumbus Dispatch’s WBNS and pos- 
sibly WHAS, the Louisville Cour- 
ier-Journal operation. 


BMI's ‘Tin Pan’ 
(10th) AnniHoopla 


Chicago, April 18. 
Appropriately enough, this year’s 
NAB convention devoted consider- 





























of AM’s bigness. 

Hooper had hoped to “‘win, place 
or show” on a panel discussion to 
“set the record straight” but ap- 
parently put in his bid too late, for 
all the speech-making niches were 
nota by the time he arrived 
rere, 





Nielsen Sounds Off 
In an extension of the C. E. 
Hooper vs. A. C. Nielsen jockeying 
for top-dog position in the nose- 
counting business, Nielsen went 
(Continued on page 42) 


Two Gotham A.M. Local 


Shows Getting Extensions 


Two morning shows on Gotham 
network key stations are due for 
extensions. CBS last week audi- 
tioned Bill Leonard's “This Is New 
York,” a WCBS feature, for a net- 
Work spot. Airer, which would be 
tagged “In Town Today,” is being 
Considered for across-the-board 
half-hour, with Leonard interview- 
ing two guests, reporting on local 
anecdotes and reviewing a Broad- 
Way show or film. : 

Tex and Jinx MecCrary's daily 





WNBC breakfast series has been | 


Set for an additional 15 minutes 
Cross-the-board, starting May 15, 


an be heard from 8:30-9:30 


backed 


_ the Peck agency. The four- 
year-old show was extended from 


minutes to 45 minutes last Sep- 
*mber, 


Extra quarter hour will be. 
by Teddy's Frozen Seafood, | 


| TOSCANINI-NBC SYMPH 


There’s the possibility that U.S. 
|Steel may sponsor the NBC Sym- 
|'phony Orchestra batoned by Ar- 
turo Toscanini. NBC Board chair- 
man Niles Trammell, exec veepee 
| Charles Denny and Harry C. Kopi, 
| NBC radio sales manager, made 
| the pitch to the steel concern over 
ithe weekend. Web feels that 
chances for the sale are extremely 
good in the light of publicity con- 
/nected with the Toscanini tour, 
‘which starts this week. 

Another™ factor that may have 
bearing on landing the symph sale 
is the article in this month’s For- 
| tune mag which blasted U.S. Steel's 
|public relations. Article called 
'firm’s sponsorship of “Theatre 
/Guild of the Air” the best thing 
it has done to promote goodwill. 
Firm is dropping this show at the 
‘end of the current cycle. If sale 
is made, time slot Will probably be 


; 








AFL Grabs 10 More Fla. 


Stations to Aid Pepper 
Miami, April 18. 
Labor’s League for Political Edu- 
cation has bought 10 additional 
Florida stations for the American 
'Federation of Labor’s Frank Ed- 
wards gab program on Mutual this 
Thursday and Friday (20-21). 
Reason for the expanded station 
lineup on the two days is the 
'League’s support of Sen. Claude 
‘Pepper's (D., Fla.) campaign for 
‘re-election, which will be plugged 
|in the commercials, 


| 


|in association annals as delegates | 
appraised the management meeting | 


said to be close to $200,000. 
Enthusiasm at Low Ebb 


Broadcaster excitement or en- 
thusiasm over this year’s conven- 
tion was perhaps at its lowest ebb 


agenda, A number of broadcasters 
took a look at it while still at home 
and decided not to come. The 


(Continued on page 40) 


Pitt Radio Figure Who 
Quit for Priesthood 
Is Returning to Mike 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 
Local radio figure who a couple 
of years ago decided to give up the 
business to study for the priest- 
hood, has decided to yield his ca- 





< . : /reer as a man of the cloth and re- 
an hour on Sunday from 8:30 p.m. | 


iis Jimmy 
|microphoning as a boy 
| WCAE 


turn to the microphone again. He 
Fitzgerald, who started 
actor on 
more than a dozen years 
ago, and gradually worked himself 
up to an announcer’s berth. 

Just when he was getting firmly 
established as an air personality 
here, Fitzgerald suddenly quit to 
devote himself to the church. Few 
months back, however, he decided 
to leave his studies to return to 
broadcasting. He’s just been added 
to the WWSW staff, replacing Vin- 
cent Joyce, who resigned to join 
the BBDO publicity department in 
New York. More recently, Fitz- 
gerald has been working as an an- 


‘pouncer for a storecasting outfit. 


. 


|a major factor in the CBS-WLAW 
| romance. 


ROBBINS’ DISK GABBER — 
FOR HOWARD JOHNSON 


Still another New York eatery 
is adding microphones to its bill of 
fare. Howard Johnson’s 57th St. 
| branch starts beaming a Monday- 
|through-Saturday disk-and-chatter 
ishow with Fred Robbins tonight. 
| Wed.) from 11 p.m. to midnight, | 
via WINS. 








Stanza is a replace- tonight’s 


able of its hoopla and emphasis on 
the Tin (Pan) 10th anniversary of 
Broadcast Music, Inc. The BMI 
board and prexy Carl Haverlin 
were projected into the dais lime- 
light at all the luncheon-dinner 
shindigs; the NAB-BMI closed 
dinner Monday night (17) was one 
of the gala events of the Chi meet- 
ing, and all the Chi radio stations 
devoted their own half-hour pro- 
grams this week to showcasing 
BMI and its tunes. 

Major’ event, 
(Tues.) 


however, was 
scheduled NAB 


/ment for Earl Wilson’s-airer from annual banquet, in the form of a 


| Monte’s in the Belmont-Plaza hotel, 
‘which switched to WJZ. 

Schoenfeld Electric 
King Television will 
through Products Services Group, 
with Les Persky producing. Res- 
taurant has opened a new room 
for the series, tagged Robbins’. 
Nest. 


Paar Vice Cantor On | 
‘Take It’; Starts June 11 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Jack Paar has been picked as 
Eddie Cantor’s successor on “Take 
It or Leave It,” and takes over the 
quizzer June 11. Program remains 
on NBC. Paar also has radio and 
television deals in the works with 
CBS and NBC. Negotiations with | 
the latter are on basis of year’s) 
guaranteed salary, sustaining or 
sponsored. 
His tele commitment would be | 
for a half-hour comedy show 
kinescoped for CBS in the east. 





tribute to BMI. Scheduled to 
participate were Mickey Rooney, 


and Ajir-| Frankie Lane, Jackie Miles and 
sponsor, | Betty Reilly. Also on the bill were 


‘the Dorothy Dorben line, Dick 
'Buckley, Doran and France. Show 
‘in past years turned over to one of 
the networks, was strictly a BMI 
|production this year, with Al 
Schencken of the Wm. Morris office 
as producer. 

Haverlin and his associates came 
in for a flock of kudos. 


Riddell WXYZ Prez 


Detroit, April 18. 

James G. RiddeH has been 
named president of WXYZ. Inc., it 
was announced last week by Rob- 
ert E. Knitner, ABC president. 

Riddell was appointed general 
manager of WXYZ in 1946 when 
ABC purchased the station from 
the King-Trendle Broadcasting 
Corp. He began his radio career 
20 years ago as office boy for the 





| King-Trendie firm, 
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Cubans 


Battle Vs. U.S. to 


Havana, April 18. 

Cuba and its radio industry may 
ask for international arbitration, 
through the United Nations or 
other world court, of its long- 
standing fight with the U. S. broad- 
casters on channel allocations. 
Threat of such action, if the two 
countries fail to reach an accord, 
is being made because Cubans feel 
they will fare better before an in- 
ternational tribunal than they have 
done in their several confabs with 
the U. S. representatives. 

As things now stand, there are 
three possible solutions to the bit- | 
ter dispute between Cuba and the | 
U. S.: (1) through diplomatic chan- | 
nels the U. S. may force Cuba to 
accept its demands, by threaten- 
ing to cut the sugar quota and im- 
pocins passport restrictions; (2) the 

S. government, realizing the 
fight can give Uncle Sam a diplo- 
matic blackeye, may force a com- 
promise down the U. S. industry’s 
throat; or (3) a full scale free-for- 
all may develop. 

First possibility is thought un- 
likely here because of its reper- 
cussions in Latin America (already 
the Cuban broadcasters have been 
taking the issue to their people). | 
Third outcome is also thought un-| 
likely, because the Cubans feel | 
that with their advantage in over- | 
water transmission they can do 
real damage to the Yanqui stations 
and the latter won’t let this come 
to pass. 

According to the Cubans, when | 
they accepted the North American | 
Regional Broadcasting Agreement 











| 


back in 1937, Cuban radio was in| ¢*t Jones ; 
he gave the following reasons: 


its infancy and the pact was for 
only five years. However, it took | 


four years to get it ratified, which | industry. 


kept NARBA in effect through ’46. | 


Threaten to Take NARBA 


|? 


UN or World Court 








Willard to the Fore 


Chicago, April 18. 

Interesting sidelight in the 
virtual clean sweep of the NAB 
directorate, with 12 new mem- 
bers moving in, is the re- 
emergence of A. D. (Jess) Wil- 
lard into the NAB, this time 
as a member of the board as a 
director-at-large, with lots of 
speculation as to how he'll 
square “off in his future rela- 
tions with prexy Justin Miller. 

At last year’s convention 
Willard was still No. 2 admin- 
istrator in the NAB ranks, al- 
though his exit was already be- 
ing talked up. It wasn’t ex- 
actly a trade secret that Miller 
and Willard couldn’t live to- 
gether in harmony and that 
this was a factor in Willard’s 
determination to scram. Wil- 
lard has since moved into the 
management of WGAC, Augus- 
ta, Ga. 


Stanton Lowdown 





KLZ General Manager 


HUGH B. TERRY 


industry-wide. for his 
radio activities, aggressive Hugh 
Terry keeps sales-conscious KLZ 
right at top in the Rocky Mountain 
region as Denver’s No. 1 Hooper 
Station. 

ae eer eee 


‘Balanced Presentation’ 
A Must on Controversial 
Issites: FCC Slaps WLIB 


Washington, April 18. 
Obligation of a radio station to 
present both sides of controversial 
On FM Flopp ‘questions doesn’t stop at making 
equal time available, FCC ruled 
Washington, April 18. ‘last week in taking a slap at WLIB 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton today |in New York for its three-day cam- 
(18) gave the FCC his analysis of paign last January in behalf of a 


the cause of the FM flop. Under | National Fair Employment Prae- 
questioning by commissioner Ho ~ |tices Commission. Commission em- 


at the color TV hearings | phatically reaffirmed its Mayflower 
'policy on editorializing by broad- 
casters, declaring licensee “has an 
affirmative duty to seek out, aid 
and encourage the broadcast of op- 


Known 

















1. Inadequate promotion by the 


2. Operating conditions laid 


At that time Cuba wanted new al-| down by the FCC, giving undue 
locations, but the U. S. refused on| emphasis to static-free advantage 
the grounds that it had not decided | 4nd over-emphasis to high fidelity. | 
what to do about its own ‘clear| 3. FCC shift from 44-50 MC to | 
channel stations, Cuba 


charges, | 88-108 MC band, confusing manu- | 


posing views on controversial ques- 

tions of public importance.” 
Agency position, set forth in a 

letter to WLIB, same shortly after 





| several members of the U. S. Sen- 


ne 


Annenberg Takes the Rap 


Philadelphia, April 18. 

Herewith is text of a telegram sent to Justin Miller, prez of the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters, by Walter H. Annenberg, prez of 
Triangle Publications, Inc., which owns and operates stations WFII, 
and WFIL-TV, Philadelphia: 

“Articles in the trade press (VARIETY) indicate that Roger Clipp, 
general manager of WFIL, will be under fire at the NAB conven- 
tion because of his announcement that in view of television’s popw- 
larity in Philadelphia, we are cutting our nighttime radio rates, 
This rate change was planned and executed by the owners of WFIL, 
If our recognition of television’s strength is to be attacked by the 
NAB, please advise your members that I accept full responsibility, 
Our general manager merely carried out his instructions. 

“T was shocked and rather dismayed by the radio-industry’s re- 
action to announcement of our rate changes. Radio has grown and 
thrived on its ability to meet changing conditions. I know of no 
station or network that has hesitated to raise its rates -when_in- 
creased coverage could be delivered. Advertising agencies and 
sponsors have accepted these rate boosts as fair and equitable. 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau figures for Philadelphia show that 
daytime listening to the four network stations increased 16.3°5 
between 1946 and 1949 while nighttime listening decreased 3.5°%, 

“A cut in nighttime rates and a raise in daytime rates is de- 
cidedly not out of order, even though WFIL’s position is stronger 
than that of any other Philadelphia station. Suppose that instead 
of being in the broadcasting business today, we had been manu- 
facturing buggy whips 40 years ago? Could we have asked pre- 
mium prices for buggy whips when more and more Philadelphians 
were driving automobiles? Should we have penalized buggy owners 
who had not yet switched and might never be able to switch to 
autos? Or should we have made our buggy whips attractive by 
reducing our prices? If it was unfair to raise nighttime charges in 
radio when the number of listeners was increasing, it is fair to 
reduce charges when the number of nighttime listeners is decreas- 
ing. That is what we have done. 

“We have no right to control what other stations do as regards 
their rates at this time. Similarly, we feel it is not their concern 
if we recognize television’s inroads into nighttime radio in Phila- 
delphia and seek by means of fair price competition to keep and 
increase our nighttime radio business. Other cities and other sta- 
tions may choose to ignore television’s impact. We cannot. WFIL 
depends upon its listeners and its advertisers. We intend to be 
fair to both. If the NAB as a body disagrees with our stand, we 
shall be happy to withdraw our membership.” 





Milier In Denial 
. Chicago, April! 18. 

That Justin Miller and the NAB were taking chances in playing 
around with such controversial ‘Hot Potatoes” as rate issues was 
evidenced from the NAB prexy’s reply to Annenberg, to wit: 

“Thanks for bringing the matter to my attention. Subject was 
not even discussed at the board meeting and*so far I have heard 
no intimation of an attack such as you suggest. I would regard 
any action by NAB as entirely inappropriate and an invasion of 
rights of broadcasters to determine their own methods of doing 
business. If subject is raised at business session I will read your 
telegram to the membership.” 





Finally NARBA was extended for facturers on production of sets. 


three years, but the Cubans stated | 


it would not continue that arrange- | tions on FM receivers. 


ment beyond March, 49. 


5. Previous prohibition by 


4. Difficulty in tuning in sta-| 


When the March, ’49 expiration | American Federation of Musicians | 
date came and there was no new against duplication of live music | 


ate suggested that FCC hearings 
on the news-slanting charges 
‘against G. A. Richards, owner of | 
three 50 kw stations, might be mo- | 
tivated by Richards’ pro-Republi- 





Fresh Personality Facade to NAB 4 


agreement, Cuba granted licenses 
to 23 new stations. The U. S. 
promptly charged Cuba with “fre-| 
quency jumping” and “treaty 
(Continued on page 40) 


Philip Morris Must Find 


Replacement for Tues.; 
Eversharp Hunts Emcee 


Although Ralph Edwards’ Philip | 








ms on FM without paving |Cam attitudes. Sen. Styles Bridges 
ee 0 to musicians. ii a (R., N. H.) recently asked for a 


6. Advent of television. FM “has | Congressional investigation of FCC 
been overrun by enthusiasm” for into possible politics in the probe. 
TV. | Contention of WLIB that it 

Stanton thought the static-free | didn’t have to initiate steps to pre- 
quality of FM would have sold the sent opposing views, because FEPC 
service but this advantage was is in effect in New York and ques- 
never sold to the public. The high | tion is therefore not controversial 
fidelity angle, which was given em-|in area covered by station, didn’t 
phasis, was not so important. ;go with FCC. Establishment of a 

He said that from his own ex- | national FEPC, agency held, consti- 
perience he found there was no | tues “such a controversial question 
point in spending $250 for an ex- of public importance” as to require 
pensive set because the 





Board as 12 New Members Sit In 


Groucho’s Paley Meet 


Groucho Marx and CBS prexy, 


William S. Paley are confabbing 
/on a possible capital gains deal for 
(the comic, now sponsored by 
| DeSoto-Plymouth on the web. 


| Marx is in Gotham for the open- 





high | broadcasters to give listeners “bal- ing of the baseball season. 





, Chicago, April 18. 

| With 12 new members taking 
| their place on the NAB board of 
directors at the windup of this 
week’s annual Chi convention— 
the biggest directorate turnover in 
NAB annals under the new two- 
‘term ceiling—the last of the “old- 
timers” have practically § dis- 
appeared from board representa- 
tion. 


Morris-sponsored “This Is Your) fidelity wasn*%t coming through | anced presentation.” 





Life” show shifts from NBC to | from the transmission. 


CBS May 9, the ciggie company is | 
confronted with the probleme of | 
finding a summer replacement pro- | 
gram for the Tuesday night spot | 
into which “Life” is being slotted. 
That’s because Edwards wants a 
summer vacation, but Philip Mor- 
ris, via Biow agency; is retaining 
the time through the hot months. 

Initially PM was considering 
dropping “Life” and buying Ed- 
wards’ “Truth or Consequences” 
for the switchover to CBS. Whether 
Procter & Gamble intends relin- 
quishing “T or C” is still in an iffy 
status. | 

Also in the doubtful columns is | 
“Take It Or Leave It,” with Ever-| 
sharp, via Biow, still shopping) 
around for a sub for Eddie Cantor, | 
who goes off the show. Eversharp | 
wanted Garry Moore, but CBS, to! 
whom he’s under contract, said no 
dice. Sub emcee will go in for the | 





A cheap 
table model set gave practically 
as good service. 

“It’s a very disappointing story,” 
he femarked. 


‘Pacific’s Tabbert Due 
For All-Out CBS Buildup 


Bill Tabbert, in one of the top 
feature roles in the current Broad- 
way 
slated for an all-out buildup by 
CBS, which sees the singer as a hot 
commercial _ possibility. “Main 
Street Music Hall,’ half-hour 
show featuring Tabbert, which re- 
cently had a three-week trial run, 
has consequently been re-scheduled 
and is slated to resume April 30 in 
the 2:30 to 3.p.m. slot. 

A CBS house package with the 
Alfredo Antonini orch backing 





click, . “South Pacific,” is, 


Very fact that WLIB devoted “a 
relatively large number of pro- 
grams” over three-day period, Com- 
mission said, “indicates an aware- 
ness of its importance and raises 
the assumption that at least one of 
the purposes of the broadcasts was 
to influence public opinion.” 

Agency told WLIB its handling 
be the campaign “has not been in 
accord” with FCC’s Mayflower 
dicta and requested information on 
future policies of the station, 








Tlona Massey East On 
¢ . b] ee 
Espionage’ Audition 
Tlona Massey was flown in from 
the Coast to N. Y. by NBC over the 
| past weekend to audition a new ad- 


| venture series, called “Espionage,” 
slated for a late-spring and sum- 


13 weeks to which Eversharp is; Tabbert, “Music Hall” is to be) mer showcasing. 


still committed. After that it’s | 
| na likely that the show will | 
ade, 


Special Southwest Web | 
For ‘Louisiana Hayride’ | 
San Antonio, April 18. 

“Louisiana Hayride,” originating 
in the studios of KWKH, Shreve- 
port, is being heard over a special 
web of 23 southwest stations from 
8 to 8:30 p.m. each Saturday night. 
Horace Logan, program director of 
KWKH, is emcee. - 
Texas outlets included in the 
web are KFDM, Beaumont; WACO, 
Waco; KORA, Byran; KNOW, Aus- 
tin; KABC, San Antonio; KEYS, 
Corpus Christi; KRIO, McAllen; 
KRBC, Abilene; KGKL, San An- 





aired three Sunday afternoons 
each month during the spring and 
summer. “You Are There,” CBS 
documentary drama, will hold 
down the fourth week’s spot. 


| Harry Junkin is writer-producer 
‘of the series. Program will be 
‘done live from New York, with 

Miss Massey permanently berthing 
| east. 


NBC's Two-Coast 


NBC has inaugurated a_ two- 


coast audition system in connection | 


with two complete units, one in 
Hollywood and the other in New 
York, preparing the same shows 
and the better of the two auditions 
getting the nod for on-the-air pre- 
sentation. 


| was initially put into practice with 

the web’s science-fiction series, 
with production crews botff in N.Y. 
and L.A. disking their own ideas 
;as to how the program should 
shape up. In that instance the 
Manhattan’ version, “Dimension 
X,”’ won out. 

“Tugboat Annie” is next on the 
double-audition agenda. 
Garde will head up the N. Y. ver- 
sion and a film name is being lined 


Audition System 


with newly-developed programs, | 


The double-audition technique | 


Betty | 


In contrast to the Paul Morencys, 
John Gillins, Dick Shaftos, Walter 
Damms and the others who have 
been identified with radio’s grow- 
ing pains over the past quarter- 
century and helped shape the 
medium into full-blown maturity, 
, the incoming board gives the NAB 
a whole new personality facade. 

General consensus. is _ that, 
despite the loss of the Shaftos, 
Hugh Terrys, Clair McCulloughs, 
Ken Browns, Harry Bitners and 
others who exited this year, the 


(Continued on page 42) 


FCC Orders G. A. Richards 
Hearings to Be Resumed; 
Date Set for May 15 in L.A. 


Los Angeles, April 18. 
Federal Communications Com- 
'mission ordered a resumption of 
the hearings in the G. A. Richards 
case on May 15, in Los Angeles. 
This decree overrules that of 
'Fred Johnson, chief examiner, 
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NBC ‘On Location’ 


NBC has gone “on location” in introducing a new approach to 
what shapes up as a radio-counterpart of the Richard deRochemont 
“March of Time” pix documentary technique. An NBC recording 
unit has actually hit the road in connection with the web's pro- 
jected series entitled “Wanted,” detailing real-life cases of crim- 
inals on the lam from John Doe warrants. 

The entire episodes will be unfolded through the taped stories of 
actual persons involved in the cases, each taking up where the 
other left off in a chronological sequence of the crime events. 

Initial show was taped in a mining town in Pennsyivania. San 





elo; KBST, Big Springs; KCRS, 
idland; KWFT, Wichita Falls, 
and KLYN, Amarillo, 


Francisco will be the locale of another in preparation. Alan Hynd 


is writing the series and unearthing the cases. Walter McGraw is 
producing, 


up for the Coast platter. The bet- who had postponed the rest of the 
ter of the two goés on the air.| hearing until Sept. 6. Case in- 
“Man From Tucson,” NBC’s pro-| volves Richards’ application for 4 


jected cowboy show, gets a similar 
treatment. 








The General Foods deal for Sat- 
urday afternoon networking of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers games, which 
was finalized last week, pours an 
approximate $150,000 into the CBS 
coffers. 

GF is buying about 70 stations 
for a total of 12 Saturday bailcasts. 





GF Dodgers Buy Will Add - 
$150,000 to CBS Coffers 


renewal of his broadcasting license 
for Station KMPC, 


When the hearings are renewed 
it is likely that Benedict Cottone, 
general counsel for FCC, will be 
in personal charge. It was Cottone 
who insisted on the earlier date, 
declaring that a delay until Sep- 


terest. Technically, FCC concluded 
its case against Richards before the 
postponement, but is understood 
to have additional witnesses ready 


over. Hugh Fulton will be on the 
job as Richards’ chief of counsel. 








tember would be against public in- * 


to testify before the defense takes ~ 
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NAB’S PUBLIC RELATIONS PUSH 





1,000 Delegates & a Doll 


Chicago, April 18. 


The NAB convention got an unexpected dose of showmanship, 
thanks to the “lobbying” tactics of Gordon P. Brown, of WSAY, 


Rochester, N. Y. 


Brown, on hand to stir up some enthusiasm among the. 1,000 
delegates for the Sheppard bill (H.R. 7310) calling for a revision 
of the Communications Act, found himself getting the NAB brush 
when ‘he tried to distribute copies of the bill and lapel buttons 


with H.R. 7310 inscription. 


NAB execs told Brown bluntly he 


couldn’t lobby in the lobby and the Stevens hotel management also 


intervened on behalf of NAB. 


Brown went out and rounded up the prettiest blonde he could 
find in Chi, rigged her up in an eye-fetching costume and she did 
a three-day lobby job buttonholing delegates and calling attention 
to last week’s VARIETY story on the Sheppard bill 

3rown claims the NAB and hotel management were off base in 


refusing him permission to balls 


public place. 


the bill, claiming a lobby is a 


Bill would change the Communications Act of 1934 so that the 


FCC 


can regulate the nets directly; 
shows to be rebroadcast on stations other 


amend FCC rules to permit 


than those of the orig- 


inating web, and make it a penal offense for a network to coerce 


a advertising agency. 








Ryan Choice as NAB's Gen. Manager: 


April 18. 
of the NAB 


Chicago, 

By unanimous vote 
beard of directors here, William 
B. Ryan, general manager of KFI 
and KFI-TV, Los Angeles, was 
named as general manager of the 
broadcasting association as second 
in command under prexy Justin 
Miller. A number of other names 
had been tossed into the hopper 
for consideration by the special 
committee delegated by Miller to 
find a g.m., but after all had been 
sifted it was Ryan who was con. 


sidered the ideal choice for the 
$25,000 a year post. He'll serve 
for three years. 

With the naming of Ryan, it’s 


anticipated that the gangup of op- 
position against the NAB, notably 
among the networks, 
down. Firstly, Ryan is considered 


a sound broadcaster who can bring | 


years of knowhow into the opera- 
tion 
of the affiliates, in view of KFI’s 
NBC affiliation, and those of the 
independents, since KFI-TV for a 
year and a half has been un- 
affiliated. 


Fact that Miller has been spend- | 
ing the major portion of his time | 


circuiting the country, leaving the 
D. C. operation, with its vital Gov- 
ernment interplay functions go by 
the boards, was one of the con- 
tributing factors towards the net- 


(Continuéd on page 42) 


NAB Board Ys. 
Hoover Report 


Chicago, April 18. 
The NAB board of directors in 
pre-convention session here put 





itself on record as vigorously op- | 
posing the Hoover Commission re- | 
port which would transfer the pow- | 


ers of the FCC commissioners to 

the chairman of the group. 
Under Plan 11 of the Hoover 

Commission report for Govern- 


ment reorganization, administrative | 


functions would fall to the Presi- 
dent, who would delegate his power 
to the chairman. 

Chief gripe of the broadcasters 
lies in the feeling that the FCC 
chairman would appoint counsel, 
rie reo and other functionaries 

thout recourse to the. opinion 
ond thinking of the other Com- 
missioners, placing too much power 
in the hands of one man. 


Det.’s Ad Femme Choice 


Detroit, April 18. 
Edythe Fern Melrose, known to 
WXYZ and WXYZ- TV, Detroit, fol- 
lowers as the Lady of Charm, has 
been nominated for the Advertis- 
ing Woman of the Year award by 


the Women’s Advertising Club of | 
Detroit. 





The award will be made at a | 


APA convention in Detroit this | 
spri ing. Miss Melrose conducts five | 
55-minute cooking and homemak- | 
ne radio shows a week and three 
0-minute television shows a week. 





+ 


will simmer | 


He understands the problems | 


| Bob 








| Sphere of influence in the 


Seen Cooling Off Network Hostility 





Colgate Retaining Time; 


‘North’ Is Set for Return 


in the list of 


Colgate is another 
CBS sponsors retaining their 
over the summer, 
ment program going 
and Mrs. North.” 

Coigate, 
tery 
despite circulated reports that it’s 
fading permanently. 


NBC Lines Up 


Big Summer 


time 
with a replace- 
in for “Mr, 


however, 


Sub Roster 


With all the topflight NBC per- 
sonality shows going off for the 
s@omer, the network has some big 
program guns aimed at the AM 
dialers over the June-July-August | 
replacement period. Fading off for 
the hot months are Fibber & Molly, | 
Hope, Great Gildersleeve, 
Dennis Day, Jimmy Durante, Ralph | 
Edwards and Phil Harris-Alice | 


Faye. While “Mr. District Attor- | 


ney” goes through the summer, 
producer Ed Byron is taping the) 
programs in advance. 


Going in for summer duty will 
be a flock of new shows, currently 
in stages of preparation, and 
cluding Ilona Massey’s ‘“Espion- 
age,”” Douglas’ Fairbanks, Jr.'s 
“Silent Men,” “The Truitts,” a sit- 
uation comedy; “Night Beat,” Joel 
McCrea’s “Texas Rangers,” “Man 
From Tucson,” a cowboy series; 
“Tugboat Annie,” “The Doctor,” a 
medico series, and a new Jack Lait 


| dramatization of his real life vig- 
| nettes. 


says the mys- | 
series will return in the fall, | 


ing a new-found respect for 


|among the nation’s business lead- 


jing in Phoenix a couple 
‘| back. 


| leading 


in- | 


15, ECONOMISTS 


Chicago, April 18 
Strictly on the hush-hush, the 
| National Assn. of Broadcasters, it’s 


on a public relations campaign 
paralleling in scope, yet even more 
ambitious in design, the drive re- 
cently inaugurated by the pix in- 
dustry to solidify its hold on the 





; American public. 


The campaign, representing a 
|new phase of activity for the par- 
| ent industry organization, was nut 


| projected into the agenda of the 
|NAB convention here, 
first 
{templated around the 
| May, 
|the 

| pants will have been fully lined up. 


the 
con- 


with 
official announcement 

by which time it’s expected 
“blue ribbon” panel of partici- 


The NAB drive, designed to give 
the broadcasting industry a new 
Ameri- 
can economy, particularly in an 
era when the whole future of ra- 
dio is at stake, encompasses the 


| participation of about 25 of the na- 
|tion’s top business economists who 
hand with the} 


will work hand in 
NAB as a Business Advisory Com- 
mittee in helping the broadcasting 
industry cope with the increasing 
problems that arise. Most of the 
committee members, representing 
many of America’s leading busi- 
ness’ leaders. have already agreed 
to serve on the committee 


Sparkplug Doherty 


The move toward solidifying ra- 


|dio’s position in the present econ- 


and by the same token invit- 
ralio 


omy, 


ers, actually had its inception at 
the NAB board of directors meet- 
months 
It was initiated by Richard 
Doherty, 
Relations Division 
recognized as one 
economists 
regime as a Boston U. professor. 

Without fanfare and strictly on 
a exploratory level, the NAB board 
gave Doherty the okay to sound 
out the leading business econo- 
mists of the nation. Doherty has 
since been carrying the ball ‘single 
| handed and as of today has brought 
into the committee fold top fig- 
ures in the business world. Ac-, 
'tual identity of the participants is 
| being withheld pending completion 
of the committee. 


and 


When the committee is finally | 


set up, it’s planned to bring mem- 
_bers together under NAB auspices 
|on a twice-a-year basis for and ex- 


ichange of ideas to determine how 
radio and television can best tie! 


in with the American -economy 
pattern. As such it marks the first 
time that the NAB has gone out- 
side the industry to corral the 
sound thinking of the nation’s 
business braintrusters. 

Public relations-wise, it’s con- 
ceded that the setting up of such 
a Business Advisory Committee 
will give the radio industry per- 


| haps its greatest shot in the arm. 
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| 
| been learned, is about to embark | 


middle of! 


head of the NAB’s Labor 
himself 
ef the nation’s 
in his former 


FCC Okays Schiff 1556 KYA Sale; 


Pix Co. Buy 


Into Tele Involved 





‘Garroway A.M. Square-Off | 


Vs. Godfrey Is Going Off 


Chicago, April 18. 

NBC's Dave Garroway’s morn- 
ing square-off against Arthur God- 
frey’s CBS spread was shortlived, 
as the Chi-originated web show exits 
April 24, being replaced by Camp- 
bell Soup’s “Double or Nothing,” 
which moves into the 9:30-10 a.m. 
slot cross-the-board. 

Garroway had filled the spot on 
the network since April 3. 


Ed Kobak Sparks 
Otherwise Pale 


Indie Day Sesh 


By FARRELL DAVISSON 


Chicago, April 18. 
Edgar Kobak,  newly- elected 
NAB board member, sparked the 
NAB “Independents Day” session 
Sunday (16), devoted to unaffiliat- 





ed stations, with a straight-from- 
the-shoulder luncheon speech ex- 
amining the problems of the _ in- 
dustry and its trade association. 


The former Mutual prexy, scedérning 
defeatism’ in the face 
challenge, told the 220 representa- 
iives of indie stations to go back 
home with big selling ideas and 
warned against being st tiie 
into rate reductions. 

The session set aside for the un- 
affiliated stations produced little of | 
the expected fireworks. Except for 
Kobak’s comments, the “rate reduc- 
tion issue was skirted aS was any 
criticism of NAB’s service to the 
indies. Without an articulate 
spokesman to give voice to the 
problems and dissatisfactions that 
may have existed below the sur- 
face, the “Indie Day” panels failed 
to bring them out. 

Only formal criticism of NAB 
came from Kobak, who said he 


wasn’t too excited about the con- | 
the | 


vention program. He held 
(Continued on page 42) 


BOCK STAYS WITH NBC 
IN NEW PUB. REL. POST 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Hal Bock is remaining with NBC. 
in the newly-created post of di- 
rector of public relations for west- 
ern divisions. Charles Denny prof- 





| Mrs. 


of video's | 


Washington, April 18. 

Mrs. Dorothy Schiff, publisher 
of the New York Post, has finally 
got rid of her San Francisco radio 
station. Sale of KYA for $155,000 
| Plus to J. Elroy McCaw and John 
| Keating was approved last week by 
the FCC. 

Property was originalky 
a package deal under which War- 
ner Bros. agreed to purchase 
KLAC and KLAC-TV in Los An- 
geles. However, transfer was held 
up so long by the FCC because of 
ithe question of eligibility of anti- 
trust violators to enter the video 
ifield, that Warners withdrew the 
|}assignment application. 
| While the transaction was wait- 
| ing on FCC action, Warners ad- 
| vanced funds to Mrs. Schiff to com- 
|}plete construction of KLAC-TV. 
| Schiff, in appealing for an 
| okay of the deal, had told the Com- 
| mission the necessity to return the 
funds would impose a great hard- 
ship on her. 

Justice Dept. has advised the 
FCC that anti-trust violations are 
“highly relevant” in passing on 
eligibility of applicants for radio 
or television stations. However, 
the agency thought it would be im- 
possible to formulate a general 
policy which would cover all situa- 
tions. 

Department’s position was con- 
'tained in a memorandum filed with 
the Commission last week in con- 
nection with oral arguments next 
Monday (24) on adoption of a uni- 

(Continued on page 40) 


Time Lag Asked 
On Nag Beasts 


April 18. 
Howard McGrath 
Commerce Come 
mittee yesterday (17) a brief arti- 
ficial time lag in broadcasting 
horse race gambling information is 
needed to prevent its illegitimate 
use. 

Testifying on a bill to prohibit 
transmission of certain gambling 
information in interstate commerce, 
McGrath said that only the gam- 
bling interests, or those who stand 
to gain from use of radio for game 
bling, will be hurt by the iegisla- 
tion. 

Lest anyone raise the cry of cen- 
sorship of radio or television, he 
asserted, ‘“‘may I hasten to point out 
that since 1934 Congress has flatly 
prohibited, not merely delayed for 
an hour, the radio broadcasting of 
information concerning lotteries, 
which is a form of gambling with 
some wider commercial implica- 


part of 





Washington, 
Atty. Gen. J. 
told the Senate 





ferred the post on his recent visit | tions than horse racing.’ 


but Bock wanted time to mull the | 


plan. He’s now resting at Palm | 
Springs. 

New assignment would be chiefly | 
concerned with talent service as a/| 


liaison between the network and. 
|stars, and their agencies. 














—————————EEE=— 


CBS 15 Out of 20 on Nielsens as NBC Climbs 


(March 12-8— Extra Week) 


——Current Rating 





|Current Previous Homes Homes Points 
Rank Rank Program (000) % Change 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre (CBS)........004-+ eee eeeeee 9.467 . 24.1 +0.4 
2 4 Jack Benny (CEB) ci cee cQeccccossevecoces 9,310 23.7 +5.1 
3 3 Amos ’n’ Andy (CBS) ... qb Sodas seeeves 8,406 21.4 +2.8 
e 2 Godfrey's Talent Scouts (CBS). eee eeereeenees 8,092 20.6 +0.9 
5 11 Edgar Bergen (CBS) ..........eeeeeeeeeeeeces 7,463 19.0 + 3.0 
6 13 Fibber & Molly (NBC) ......ccsceeeereeeccces 7.306 18.6 +3.3 
7 6 Walter Winchell (ABC) ....... en ee 6,992 17.8 +0.2 
8 7 My Friend Irma (CBS) PTC re ee ee CORA eT 6 953 17.7 +0.1 
y 12 You Bet Your Life (CBS)...... ee bees bate ain 6.835 17.4 + 1.7 
10 2° Red Skelton (CBS) .......... ea Gae eho bes 6,796 17.3 4+-3.9 
11 5 Mystery Theatre (CBS) .....ceeeeeereeeereces 6,796 17.3 —1.1 
12 16 Bing Crosby Show (CBS) ...cseeeeeerereesens 6,678 17.0 +3 
13 7 Bob Hope (NBC) ...w.. ccc cece errr eerecrres 6,246 15.9 | 2 
14 24 Fanny Brice (NBC) .......cecseeeereerereeeee 6,089 15.5 4 . 
15 39 Our Miss Brooks (CBS) ......+e.eeeeeeeerrere 5,971 15.2 + 3 
16 26 Dennis Day (NBC) .. eee ore Terr te? TT . 5,853 14.9 -+ . 
17 id Gene Autrey Show (CBS) pedibedbenhe weeses P 5,814 14.8 oe 
18 9 Mr. Keen (CBS) ..... ip Reked Reena hobs ees . 5,774 14.7 — 
19 44 “Hallmark Playhouse (CBS) Se ey errr 5,696 14.5 + . 
20 46 ‘ Horace Heidt Show (CBS) ...cccsceseceeeeeess 5,617 14.3 +-2. 


| the use of or 


| interstate or foreign commerce 


Theory of the bill, he said, is “to 
declare unlawful and to prohibit 
the leasing, furnish- 
ing or maintenance of any commu- 
| nication facilities for the trans- 
mission of gambling information in 
ve 

Insofar as the operation of broad- 
casting stations is concerned, he 
explained, the FCC would be em- 
powered to adopt such regulations 
as would be necessary to insure 
compliance. ‘Penalty for violation 
would be revocation of license. 

He emphasized that the bill is 
| designed, first, to assist the states 
|in enforcing their laws pertaining 
to ‘gambling; and, second, to aid 
in suppression of organized gam- 
| bling activities. 


Hub Record B’cast 


Boston, April 18. 

What is believed to be a record 
for consecutive participation on 
}one program was set last week, 
when the Kussell Furriers chalked 
up the 7,000th broadcast on the 
Caroline Cabot Shopping Service 
| show on WEEI, Hub’s CBS outlet. 
| Relying entirely on the radio ad- 
| vertising medium biz has been so 
| substantial that sponsors presented 
| Miss Cabot with a three-skin mar- 
‘tin stole and a contract doubling 
| participation. 
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Thank you, Bob Hope... 








€ 


‘,.. has done for television what ‘The Great Train Robbery’ did some 
47 years ago for the movie industry.” 


Robert Sylvester, N. Y. Daily News 


Hope and the NBC Network drew the biggest audience in the history of 
television for a one-time show—the “Star Spangled Revue”, sponsored by 


Frigidaire on Easter Sunday afternoon... 


“What the viewer saw was the true Hope of the old ‘Roberta’ and Palace 
days .. . Here was the polished clown in the tradition. His impishness 
had the light touch, and his gags were sent across the footlights with the 
deftest of deliveries. To the audience at home he communicated that price- 
less feeling that they, too, were conspirators in the make-believe, while 
to his supporting company he conveyed that esprit and cohesion which 


is the trade-mark of the born showman.” 


Jack Gould, N. Y. Times 


.+»@ record number of viewers per set (5.5)... an average Hooperating 
of 49.4...an 88% share of audience... 


“He holds out new ‘hope’ for television. He is telegenic, humorous, and 
his magnetic personality warms up your living room as if he were there 
personally.” 

Nick Kenny, N. Y. Daily Mirror 
“‘To a man, all those viewing this hour and a half musical comedy-variety 
show granted that this was not only Bob Hope at his best but television 


at its finest.” 
Sid White, Radio Daily 


',.. with more than 10,000,000 viewers enjoying Hope and other great stars 


like Bea Lillie, Dinah Shore, Hal LeRoy, Doug Fairbanks Jr. and Maurice 


Rocco in another brilliant Max Liebman production. 


“Tow was Bob Hope? The answer is ‘great’, Telegenic, easy-going and 


_ graceful, his personality, somewhat subdued yesterday, is suited to TV better 


than radio. From now on, Hope is certain to be a big factor in television.” 


Ben Gross, N. Y. Daily News 
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OE DI MAGGIO SHOW 
ith Jack Barry, emcee; Tom 
Meany, Tommy Henfich, Ever- 
ett Sioane, Leon Janney, others 
reducers: Barry, Dan Enright 
riter: Mike Oppenheimer 
$0 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
“Joe DiMaggio Show,” which has 
shifted from CBS to NBC and from 
a morning to an evening stanza, 
has undergone a change in empha- 
sis from a juve listener's approach 
to appealing to both kid and older) 
audiences. Sports quiz segment, | 
previously staged between boys) 
and girls, is now a competition be- | 
tween youngsters and adults, and— 
subjects covered are now slanted 





more toward a mature baseball | 
fan. é 
Series is a grab-bag that in- 
eludes quiz, drama, sports com- 
mentary and interview elements 
that should please a variety of 
tastes. DiMaggio, on premiere 
program (15), opened with an- 


swers to queries sent in by dialers, 
in which period he forecast that 
the Yankees and Boston will top 
the American League this year and 
the Dodgers and St. Louis take 
National League Honors. 

The Yankee outfielder bats sur- 
prisingly well at the mike, han- 
dling the questions easily and with 
savvy, and has an_ ingratiating 
sense of humor. He commented, 
for instance, that radio has its ad- 
vantages over basball because a 
“broadcast is never cancelled due 
to snow.” He's abetted aptly by 
Jack Barry, whose _ participation 
has been whittled down owing to 
the fact that this taped program 1s 
aired simultaneously with Barry’s 
“Life Begins at 80” on NBC-TV. 

Dramatic portion was given over 
to some incidents in Tommy Hen- 
rich’s work for the Yanks last sea- 
son. However, it was a bit too 
heavy on narration and could have 
included some more colorful and 

ointed anecdota about Henrich. 
DiMaggio handled the interview 
well, also bringing on Collier’s 
sports editor, Tom Meany. All in 
all this diamond potpourri had 
plenty of the national game's fla- 
vor, interestingly presented. And 
Joltin’ Joe’s signoff, a plea for 
teamwork and fair play among all 
ratial and religious groups as ex- 
emplified by the sports world, was 
effectively done. Bril. 


WOMEN IN MEDICINE 
With Katherine Hepburn, narrator; 
Roger de Koven, Bryna Raeburn, 


Norma Chambers, Phil Foster, 
Esther Sondergaard, Adelaide 
Klein 


15 Mins.; Sat. (15), 12:15 p.m. 
Writer: Martin Seifert 
Director: Frank Papp 
NBC, from New York 

“Women in Medicine,” a 
minute dramatic show which NB 


15- 


aired Saturday (15), was an inter- | Sometimes noticeable. Show opens) 


esting illustration of the distaff | 
sidé’s rise in the American medi- | 


cal field. Program was fortunate 


the 


tendency 


EARL WILSON’S COLUMN OF 
THE AIR 

With Hal Tunis, announcer; guests 

Producer: Joe Horenstein 

Director: Joe Gottlieb 

30 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Sat., 9:30 


p. m. 

TELE-KING CORP. 
WIZ, New York 
(Leland K. Howe) 

Earl Wilson, New York Post 
syndicated columnist, has consid- 
erably improved his new WJZ 
stanza over the stint he did for 
the same sponsor on WINS. Like 
the previous series, this one orig- 
inates from Monte’s im the Bel- 
mont-Plaza hotel, N. Y., but it has 


aaaanaaananananeannaae) 
7 
. 
, 
a 


Radio Followups 


ee eS ee ee 


Jack Eigen’s third anniversary 
celebration Sunday night at the 
| Copacabana, N. Y., over WMGM, 
-again fetched a benefit-type turn- 
‘out for the event. Milton Berle 
'topped and saved the evening with 
a yeoman job as inaugural emcee 
as he called Henny Youngman, 
Jack Carter, his mother, Tommy 
Trinder, Johnnie Johnston, Dick 
Himber, Toni Asden, Fran War- 
ren, Dolly Dawn, Eileen Barton, 
Jack E. Leonard, Frank Sinatra 


_+2o-eas 











been cut from one hour to 30 min- 
utes, is being aired less frequent- | 
ly (three times weekly instead of | 
cross-the-board) and has the ad-| 
vantage of being on tape instead | 
of live. Additionally, Wilson has | 
dropped all records and is confin- 
ing himself to straight chatter and 
interviews. On the preem Mon- | 
day (17) he had a quartet of top- 
flight guests—Fred Allen, Faye | 
Emerson and Ed and Pegeen Fitz- | 
gerald, who provided some listen- 
able air copy. 

Allen. with whom Wilson tete- 
a-teted for an amusing 15 minutes, | 
was at his caustic best. “TV isn’t | 
ready for me,” he quipped; “be- | 
cause I look good on kinescopes.” 
Wilson reprised some of the now- 
unemploved NBC comic’s best 
mots on HoHywood producers, | 
network veepees and Jack Benny, | 
with Allen sallying that Milton | 
Berle can’t take bows any longer, 
because his money-belt is up to 


his neck. 
The  Fitzgeralds chitchatted, | 
mostly about their 10 dogs and 


38 cats and amusing typographical | 
errors, and Miss Emerson gave a 
late communique on the battle of 
plunging TV necklines. Wil- 
son was more sure of himself than 
he was on the WINS kickoff and 
had some well-scripted material. 
However, there was a detracting 
to coyness in the: over- 
working of the word “shucks.” tag- 
ging announcer Hal Tunis ‘Hand- 
some Hal,” repeatedly calling Miss 
Emerson ‘‘Faysie,” and referring 
several times to the program as 
“a half hour of half wit.” Bril. 


GUEST BOOK , 
With Betty Parry, Fred Daiger, | 
Guests 


130 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:15 p.m. 


Participating 
WXKW, Albany 

Women’s program has recently 
been expanded to a half-hour with 


‘the addition of Fred Daiger and 


several sponsors. It’s moderately 


| listenable, the level depending up- 
'on the guest and the story he or 


she tells. Evidence of padding is 


with a brief news roundup by 
Daiger, station special events di- 
rector. A transcribed musical se- 


iquitted himself reasonably 


(who headlines at the main Copa 
room), Horace McMahon and others 
to the mike. It was bright albeit on 
overly familiar groundcloth. Isn't 
it about time Berle checked his 
money-belt joke routine? None | 
the less without him it might have | 
been a different story. Incident- 
ally, Mama Berle is no slouch as 
an authentic trouper in her own 
right, and even brother Frank 
Berle got into the act and ac- 
well. 
As a tribute to Eigen it was all 
right but he might have been 
spared those sticky encomiums as 
“the friend of show business,” etc. | 
Fact is that the Copa is a popular 





saloon which is an automatic 
crossroads for visiting showfolk, | 
along with the visiting firemen 


and the local yokels, and Eigen’s 
plugging of certain chirpers’ disks 
is strictly coincidental. After all 
he is a disk jockey; it says here. 





Question of radio’s handling of 
Negro news and hiring of Negro 
personnel was raised on N. Y. 
WMCA’s “Something Ought to be 
Done” Sunday (16). Issue was pre- 
sented by actress Fredi Washing- | 
ton and was then discussed by 
Miss Washington, S. W. Garlington 
(managing editor of the Amster- 
dam News and a commentator on 
WEVD and radio wrtter Ed Bouey, 
with Dr. J. Raymond Walsh mod- 
erating. Miss Washington said she 
was angered and disturbed by ra- 
dio’s handling of Negro news and 


| cited, for example, its failure to 
| report the death of a Negro scien- 


tist, Charles Drew. She _ also 
charged that radio generally por- 
trays Negroes in “stereotypes,” 


| saying that she had turned down 


a role on the Jack Benny program 
for that reason. 


Garlington and Bouey generally 
upheld her indictment of radio, 
but the former said that the blame 
can be attributed in part to the 
fact that the public doesn’t protest 
enough against the stereotypes or 
give adequate support to those 
Negro programs already on the air. 
He added that radio gives the Ne- 
gro as much or more of a break 
than other entertainment media. 
|Bouey argued that broadcasters, 
| because they are licensed by the 
| FCC to operate in the public in- 


in having Katharine Hepburn as lection and reading from the mail| terest, have the responsibility to 


natrator, to overcome a routine bag by Betty Parry follows. Then /report Negro news fairly and hire 


acript. 

Transcribed stanza was built | 
around the career of Dr. Elizabeth | 
Blackwell, the _ nation’s first. 
woman doctor. Her perseverance 
in following her chosen profession | 
was adequately portrayed by 
small cast. | 

However, the short time allotted | 
this documentary evidently was | 
too much of a hurdle for the 
writer and players to give Dr. 
Blackwell full justice. Fact that 
she was the founder of the N. Y. 
Infirmary for Women and Chil-| 
dren conveniently tied in with the | 
institution's current fund-raising 
drive. Gilb. 


| 


NEWS THAT’S DIFFERENT 
With Jim Healey 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 Noon 
Participating 
WOKO, Albany 

“Different” part of this program | 
is the commentary, an art which 
Jim Healey has long and almost 





comes the interview. Another e.t. 
number, chatter and a “thought for 
the day” round out the block. 
Plugs intersperse it. 

Mrs. Parry held an interesting 
exchange on shoplifting and picture 
producing with Betty Cameron, U-I 


drumbeater here to tocsin for “I | 
Was a Shoplifter.” F. Charles Ad- | 


ler, veteran Saratoga Springs 
symphony conductor, prefaced his 
comments abeut libraries and 
books——notably the new Spa pub- 
lic library—with a tiein to an ob- 
servation on children’s reading 
habits. 

Mrs. Parry is the antithesis of 
the brassy, positive woman’s pro- 
gram conductor; she is soft spoken 
and genteel, at times to the point 
of over-sweetness. Daiger’s deep 
voice sharply contrasts. The blend- 
ing isn’t yet perfect. Jaco. 


THE FAIRY PRINCESS 
With Merry and Bill Reynolds 


qualified personnel of all minori-_ 
ties. He declared that at the net- 
| works -and stations in N. Y., only 
CBS has a Negro in an administra- 
| tive capacity and only CBS and 
WMCA have Negro clerical staff- | 
| ers. 





KANSAS CITY SPEAKS 
_ With Scott Douglas; Wayne Gil-. 
| bert, announcer | 
| Producer: Douglas 

|15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 5 p.m. 

| ALBRITTEN MOTORS 
| KCKN, Kansas City 
| (Midwestern Recording Co.) | 
| Idea of this one is a visit by 
‘radio to interesting, newsworthy 
| spots throughout the metropolitan | 
|}area. Series is tape-recorded on) 
|location with Scott Douglas han-. 
| dling the mike and conducting in- | 
|terviews, and Wayne Gilbert han- | 
| dling commercials for Albritten, | 


Chrysler-Plymouth dealer. | 
| Variety of locales includes a visit 


| 
| 


singly practiced on the air here- 15 Mins., Tues. and Thurs.; 4:45 to the zoo, another to the airport. 


» abouts. It hit a fine daytime mark 
ya his remarks (13) on Governor 


ewey's Princeton speech urging 


cy. On several recent noonhour 
broadcasts—Heailey also presents a 
six p.m. news show—he adopted a. 
light tone or filled in from rough 
notes, but the commentary on the 
need for bi-partisanship in facing 
the Russian threat was solidly 
written and persuasively delivered. 
Healey handles the first portion 
of staight news competently. One- 
time Albany newspaperman and 
first a commentator over WGY 15 
years ago, Healey possesses a good 
voice and sound radio technique. 
He does tend to over-meticulous- 
ness in pronouncing certain words | 
and to speak dogmatically on 0c- | 
ecasion. Lyle Bosley’s reading of. 
eommercial for several sponsors | 
rings sure and true on one of the) 
better Jocal news originations. 


Jaco. |; 





the restoration of an “effective bi- | 
ae pel in our foreign pol-| 


p. m. 
Sustaining 
WSTC, Stamford, Conn. 
| Aimed at the kiddie dialers, 


week-day programs offered the 
juves during the late afternoon 
hours. This 
doesn’t revolve around any super- 
man, hot-shot detectives or scien- 
| tific wizards, but sticks to the old- 
fashioned method of feeding fairy 
tales to children. And judging by 
show caught, the stories are sim- 
ple and make sense. 

| Merry Reynolds charms with her 
narrating, while Bill Reynolds 
gives a capable assist. Yarn re- 
lated on program heard dealt with 
a turtle who felt his shell was put- 
ting a damper on his activities, be- 
cause it kept him from hustling 
around like the other animals. Be- 
sides the story, show teed off with 
a kiddie recording of “Three Lit- 
tle Kittens” by Gene Kelly, 


“The Fairy Princess” varies con- | 
siderably from the usual run of 


twice-weekly airer | 


;control tower, and others to the! 
| ballistics division of the police de- | 
|partment, backstage at an “Ice 
/Capades” rehearsal and headquar- | 
ters of the fire department, to’ 
name a few. Points of both civic, 
'and commercial interest are in- 
'cluded in the schedule. | 
Basically, idea of searching out | 
| points of interest around town has | 
/considerable merit, and turns up| 
|some unusual broadcast material. | 
|In its first week, show had some | 
| rough spots here and there, some- | 
, what depending on ability and per- 
|sonality of individuals who show 
up at the mike. Douglas probably 
has a little work to do here in or- 
ganizing each program, and tying 
up some loose ends here and there 
in lacing each program together 
while it’s being taped. 

As an opening entry by the 
young recording agency and as 
something out of the ordinary for 
the motor car sponsor, series is off 
ite a good start. Quin. 








| “actualities,” 
with addicts, 


(on how addiction begins : 
| mind, on how cure is administered, 
|and from UN scientists on 


SHOQTING GALLERY 
With Gary Cooper 
Producer-director: Gerald Kean 
Writer: Jeff Sparks 
30 Mins.; Sun. (9), 1 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 

Third in NBC’s series of docu- 
mentaries on the United Nations, 
“Shooting Gallery” dealt with the 
narcotics trade and how the in- 
ternational body is trying to con- 
trol it. Taken against the back- 
ground of wrangling in the UN, 
which gets the big headlines, the 
story of cooperation against dope 
smuggling made a heartening sub- 
ject. The broadcast brought home 
the idea that national control of 
the deadly drugs is impossible 
without international control. 

Stanza was built around taped 
involving interviews 
peddlers, psychia- 
scientists, federal 
agents, etc. There was convinc- 
ing material in the candid talks 
with patients at a U. S. narcotics 


trists, UN 


_hospital, including a former crimi- 


nal lawyer who took the weed to 
help his argumentation, a_ teen- 
ager who started on opium to get 
a thrill, and a woman who was 
snared via the pain-killer route. 
Testimony of the psychiatrists 
in the 


how 
chemistry is used to detect the 
country of a drug’s origin. all made 
factual but interesting listening. 
Gary Cooper linked the various 
recordings with sincere, forthright 
narration. Overall a commendable 


| effort, “Gallery” was a bit spotty 


in some taped interviews that 
could have been more. effective. 
It was a fault that could have 
been rectified by spending more 
time on location in the hospital. 
Bril. 


WELCOME BACK, BASEBALL 
With Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, 
Dorothy Lamour, Ralph Kiner, 
Jud Conlan Rhythmaires, John 
Scott Trotter orch 
Writers-producers: 
Murdo MacKenzie 
30 Mins.; Sat. (15), 10 p.m. 
GENERAL MILLS 
CES, from Hollywood 
(Knox Recves) 
General Mills, which is turning 
this one-time kudo to the national 
pastime into an annual event, once 


Bill Morrow, 


again latched onto the budding 
baseball fever with a topnotch 
| show. Although this session 


didn’t quite equal the dazzling lay- 
out offered during last year’s 60- 
minute session, it was a fast, 
funny airer with Bob Hope and 
Bing Crosby batting at a near-per- 
fect percentage. (Crosby's over- 
seas trip necessitated taping the 
show in advance but there was no 
loss in the process). 

It was virtually a straight 
comedy session, with little relation 
to the opening of the baseball 
season. Hope and Crosby ex- 
changed the usual cracks about 
each other’s baseball holdings but, 


| in the main, the repartee centered 


around the traditional rivalry be- 
tween the two comics. This point 


_was further accented by Dorothy 


Lamour’s intervention as.the gal 
from the Paramount 
series. 


Ralph Kiner, Pittsburgh Pirate | 
outfielder, was the sole practicing | 


baseball personality on the show, 
but the script turned him into a 
comedy spieler. For a slugger, he 
handled his lines adeptly, 
though it remained for Crosby and 
Hope to carry this show via their 


| Zagging, duetting, ad libbing and 


general horseplay. Jud Conlon’s 
vocal group and John ‘Trotter's 
orch backed up Crosby, Hope and 
Lamour in ace style. 


Plugs for Wheaties were edged 


in neatly without slowing down 
the proceedings. Herm. 





THE SYMPHONETTE 

With Mishel Piastro and orch: 
Frank Knight, announcer 

Producer: Alan Cartoun 

30 Mins., Sun., 4:30 p.m. 

LONGINES-WITTNAUER 

CBS, from New York 


It’s a pleasure to have Mishel 
Piastro and his Symphonette back 


on the air again, filling the Sab- | 


bath afternoon with their~ choice 
selection of semi-classics, so 
smoothly performed. Selections 
and performance match the seri- 
ous yet relaxed quality of the day, 
for a half-hour of grateful listen- 


Opening program Sunday (16) 
had tuneful numbers of a con- 
servative pattern, such as Grieg’s 
Solveig’s Song,” a Waldteufel 
barcarolle and a Serenade for 
Orchestra. Violinist Joseph Fuchs 
was soloist in “October.” String 
section sounded lush and sensuous, 
and up to previous seasons’ par. 
Longines - Wittnauer commer- 
and in keeping with the program. 
cials were brief and well-styled, 
Bron, 


“Road” | 


al- | 


HOSTESS HOUSE 

With June Davis; Hal Lansing, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: Morrison Wood 

Writer: Katherine Avery 

15 Mins.; Mon,-thru-Fri., 12:15 p.m. 

BORDEN CO. 

WGN. Chicago 


June Davis does an adequate 
job on this 15-minute chatter strip, 
and material aimed at femme au- 
dience was well rounded if not 
unusual on show heard (11). Talk 
session stresses homemakers’ role 
as mothers with kiddie hints, spe- 
cial menus and household sugges- 
tions, 

Hal Lansing fitted in nicely 
with interspersed comments and 
might well be worked in more 
frequently to give show a “father” 
angle. Show’s big problem with 
a_ five-times-weekly schedule is 
finding sufficiently bright materia! 





for consistent interest. There 
were no commercials as such on 
this segment as sponsor didn’t 


pick up tab until following Mon- 
day (17), after two-week test run. 
Dave. 


MID-AMERICA SINGS 
With Ken Heady 
Producer: Heady 
Writer: Barbara Draper 
30 Mins., Sun., 1 p.m. 
Sustaining 

KCMO, Kansas City 

Series of 13 broadcasts of glee 
clubs and singing organizations in 
the KCMO listening area is a re- 
peat of the sch dule which origi- 
nated last year. Through the series, 
station turns up a creditable outlay 
of vocal music, and of a kind not 
much heard on radio hereabouts, 
and at the same time stirs up in- 
terest in a promotional way. 

Programs are remotes, with Ken 
Heady trekking each week to a 
university or college in the nearby 
territory, and featuring the vocal 
group of the college. The special 
events nature of the series permits 
informal handling, and this is well 
in Heady’s line. 

Scope of the series can be seen 
from the list of the schools partici- 
pating, U. of Kansas City: Baker 

| U., Baldwin, Kan.; National Col- 
lege for Christian Workers, Kansas 


City; St. Teresa College. K. C.; 
U. of Missouri, Columbia; St. 
Mary's College, Xavier, Kans.; 


Park College, Parkville, Mo.: Cen- 
tral College, Fayette, Mo.; Ottawa 
U., Ottawa, Kans., and Missouri 
Valley College, Marshall, Mo. 

Series involves a bit of prestige 
building for both the station and 
the colleges, and has developed 
something of a following both in 
the city and the territory. If it’s 
continued, series could become a 
noteworthy musical program in the 
area each spring. Participating 
schools go all out, each pointing 
for its single shot, and resultant 
listening is tuneful choral work. 
Also is a spot for showcasing some 
of younger soloists available. 


Quin. 


| JUNIOR CELEBRITIES AT 

| LITTLE CLUB 

| With Jack Barry, others 
Producers: Barry, Dan Enright 
| Director: Enright 

30 Mins.; Sun.,. 12 noon 


Sustaining 

| WOR, N. Y. ’ 

| Jack Barry and Dan Enright. 
packagers of “Juvenile Jury,” 


have come up with another unique 
idea involving the talents of the 
small fry. ‘Junior Celebrities,” as 
the title implies, has Barry cir- 
cling the Sunday brunch tables at 
the Little Club, N. Y. eatery, inter- 
viewing the children of celebs. 
Their parents, of course, are also 


'on hand to exchange some chitchat 
/with the emcee. That Synday at 


| noon slotting is a good time for 
|the show and it should attract a 
sizeable listening audience among 


/ both moppets and their elders. 


Even though Barry might have a 
chance to get acquainted with the 
|kids before show time, his work 
is still cut out for him. One of 
|the pint-sized interviewees on the 
show caught (16), for example, ap- 
|parently got mike-fright and re- 
'fused to yield to Barry’s cajolings 
‘to open up on the important topics 
|of the day. Others of the kids 
| were too precocious, which marred 
| the show’s inherent warmth. When 
‘such things happened, Barry 
| wisely moved away from the kids 
‘to their parents in order to keep 
the show perking. 

Already experienced in dealing 
with .kids, Barry demonstrated a 
neat faculty for drawing them 
into conversation and _ wisely 
pitched his questions in accord- 
ance with their respective ages. 
Show preemed as a sustainer but 
broke at the midway point for 4 
lengthy spot commercial. 





Stal. 
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Wednesday, April 19, 1950 


VARIETY 





Haks fe My 


May I take this means of expressing my 
gratitude to Beatrice Lillie, Doug Fairbanks Jr., 
Dinah Shore, Hal LeRoy, Maurice Roceo and 
the entire ‘‘Star Spangled Revue” cast for their 


magnificent performance on Easter Sunday. 


For the success of my debut on television, I am also 
indebted to the expert production of Max Liebman, 

his directors and his technicians. A deep bow, too, 

to my writers and to all the other members of the staff 


for their contribution to the ‘‘Star Spangled Revue”. 


To the people who made it possible for me to 
entertain ‘‘the largest audience for a one-time show 
in the history of television”— Foote, Cone & Belding, 
Frigidaire and the NBC Television Network— 


a grateful handshake for a show I'll never forget. 


Thanks for the memory, 
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SDG Will Demand Screen Credit 
For Newly-Jomed KTTY Directors 


4Kpril 138 ° 


Hollywood 

KTTV’s seven staff 
have joined the Screen 
Guild of America and wil 
first television men to 
an SDG contract Meggers have 
drawn up tentative demands and 
have presented these demands to 
the screen Guild. SDG will meet 
with KTTV management shortly 
to negotiate a contract 

KTTV staffers are asking for re- 
nd working condi- 


chrectors 
Directors 
1 be the 


vWamped wages 2 

tions along with a few specific re- 
quests—one being screen credit on 
shows. Wages set up in the initial 
request approximate those being 
asked by the Radio and Television 
Guild fo! KECA-TV directors. 


Scale is minimum for full 
director and $95 for an assistant. 

Staffers said that, though all di- 
rectors are behind the SDG move, 
those presently holding R&TVG 
cards will not relinquish them. 
Meggers pointed out that in this 
field a director may change Ssta- 
tions overnight and find himself a 
staffer under the Radio Guild ju- 
risdiction. 
will be retained in both Guilds. 

Under the new bylaws of the 
Screen Directors Guild of Ameri- 
ca, television directors joining the 
Guild are listed only as affiliate 
members and may not direct a mo- 
tion picture or a film made exclu- 
sively for television. TV directors 
may become full members only if 
they are given a film assignment 
and then must pay full SDG initia- 
tion fee and dues. Current initia- 
tion fee and dues for TV directors 
is $10, plus $1 monthly. 


Chi to Push For 


$130 





work under | 


Because of this, cards | 


Stark-Layton Productions, 





MARTIN, LEWIS TO FILM 





AUDITIONER ON COAST 


Chicago, April 18. 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
are filming a half-hour tele show 
next week on the Coast for a look- 
see by New York NBC top brass. | 
Comedians worked with writers | 
‘Charlie Isaacs and Harold Good- | 
man last week, when they were} 
appearing at the Chicago theatre, 
to prepare a script which will be 
the format show, with guest stars. 
Dick Stabile will conduct and be 
a permanent cast~«member. 

Program, which already has sev- 
eral sponsor bites, according to the 
team, will not bow before the fall 
season. 


Gimbel’s Follows — 


Macy's Into Tele 


Gimbel’s, N. Y. department store, 
follows its rival, Macy’s, into the 
television sponsorship picture, 
starting May 2, via half of a new 
hour-long daytime series preeming | 
as part of the move into daytime 
programming by WNBT, NBC’s| 
N. Y. video flagship. Macy’s last 
week bought a twice-weekly half- 
hour stanza, titled “It Pays to Be 
Thrifty,” on its own TV station, 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 

WNBT show, to be packaged by 
hasn’t 
It’s to feature Ann 





yet been titled. 


| Pringle, N. Y. Herald Tribune col- 


; umnist, and Carl Caruso, as emcee, 


3 New Licenses 


Chicago, April 18. 

Chicago's city fathers’ demands 
for three additional tele station li- 
censes will be presented to FCC 
at an early date. The City Council 
recently passed a resolution ask- 
ing the agency to grant TV licenses 
for the remaining three Chi chan- 
nels as yet unassigned. 

“Failure of the FCC to license 
Chicago’s full quota of seven sta- 
tions is unfair to the TV industry 
here and to the public,” the reso- 
lution charges. In debating the 
council demand, aldermen made 
much of the fact that Chi has 
been granted only four 
while New York and Los Angeles 
each have seven. 

Two AM stations, WIND and 
WJJD, CBS and Zenith Radio 
Corp., have filed tele construction 
permits which are being held up 
by “freeze.”’ A CP application filed 
by Warner Bros. has been with- 
drawn. 


CBS AS SUBSCRIBER TO 
NIELSEN RATING INDEX 


CBS, which had never subscribed 
to C. E. Hooper's television net- 
work rating service, this week 
signed as a regular subscriber to 
the Nielsen National TV Rating In- 
dex. Although the Nielsen service 
is the successor to Hooper's TV 
network ratings as a result of Niel- 
sen’s recent buy of the Hooper 
services, CBS believes it will give 
a more representative picture of 
the AM-TV inter-relationship than 
did Hooper. Web is paying the 
standard $1,000 per month sub- 
scription fee. 

CBS consistently nixed the 
Hooper service for network TV on 
the basis that it emphasized video 
more than was actually the case, 
through its method of depending 
only on homes with telephones for 
its ratings. Nielsen, as he has done 
with radio, is combining both 
homes with and without phones for 
his ratings. 
ported he plans eventually to shift 
to his Audimeter gadget for TV 
ratings, which is expected to fur- 
nish the truest picture yet of TV’s 
place in the broadcasting picture. 








115,000 for St. Loo Area 


St. Louis, April 18. 
Total of 115,000 television re- 
ceivers have been installed in the 
KSD-TV area of Missouri as of 
April 1. 


licenses | 


giving shopping hints to the house- | 
wife audience. Gimbel’s will take | 
the first half of the program, to be | 
aired Monday through Friday from 
noon to 1 p. m., with the second 
half to be sold to participating 
sponsors. 

Addition of the new show will 


‘force a change in the previously | 
| 


announced WNBT daytime sched- | 
Lineup will now start at 9:30 
with a 15-minute stanza 
probably featuring Dick Dudley. 
Josephine McCarthy show takes 
over from 9:45 to 10, to be followed 
by Kathi Norris’ “TV Shopper” un- | 
til 11. (First half of the latter | 
show has been sold to Saks-34th | 
Street, another N. Y. department 
‘store, with participating sponsors 
also buying into the second half.) 
| “Date in Manhattan,” originating 
|via remote pickup from the Tav-| 
| ern-on-the-Green eatery in Man- 
| hattan’s Central Park, will be aired 
from 11 until noon. Test kinescope 
| of “Date” was lensed last week 
| with reportedly good results. It’s to 
| be produced by Dick Doan, of Mar- 
with Ed 


ule. 
o  m,, 


itine Stone Associates, 


| indie, 


Comes Twilight 
Know how to burn a mem- 
ber of the Authors’ Guild 
Council? Quote somebody as 
saying that television spells 
out “the twilight of the printed 





word.” 

All kinds of writers look 
askance at TV, the latest be- 
ing juvenile writers who won- 
der when the kiddies will have 
time to read if preoccupation 
with the parlor set continues. 








Steele's Bicycle 
Stint on WPIX 


Ted Steele will become the most- 
worked performer by far in radio 
and television when his new across- 
the-board daytirfie show tees off 
May 1 on the N. Y. Daily News' 
WPIX. With his Monday through 
Friday radio show on WMCA, N. Y. 
and his emcee chores on! 
DuMont’s Tuesday night “Caval- 
cade of Stars,” the addition of the 
WPIX three-hour program six days 
a week will bring Steele’s total 
weekly time on the air to 32 hours 
and 45 minutes. CBS’ “Arthur 
Godfrey, by comparison, now does | 
nine hours and 15 minutes per) 
week. | 

In addition to emceeing the new 
daytime strip, Steele will play va- 


rious musical instruments, sing, 
spin records, interview visiting 
celebs and conduct a_ telephone 


shopping service for viewers. Cast 
will include a musical trio, girls’ 
quartet, sports reporter and ‘“pri- 
vate secretary” for Steele. Pro- 
gram is to have various depart- 
ments, but they’ll be set up so that 
they can be switched around from 
day to day. Steele plans to have 
his barber in for a weekly haircut 
while he’s on camera and, because 
of his daily race for time, may also 
eat his lunch while performing. 

WPIX plans to make the show 
available exclusively to participat- 
ing sponsors. Show will be aired 
each afternoon when the N. Y 
Giagts, whose home schedule the 
station is carrying this year, are 
playing on the road or in a night 
game. Steele presently has a 15- 
minute late afternoon show on 
WCBS-TV, which he will leave 
April 28 in order to launch the 
WPIX offering May 1. 


Chi Appliance Co. Sets 
Precedent, Using TV To 


Show Wares to Dealers 


Chicago, April 18. 

A new use for video was be- 
lieved to have been found here last 
week, which may revolutionize | 
sales training methods and make 
serious inroads in the commercial 
film industry. A local household 
appliances distributor, Simpson | 
Co. bought four half-hour periods | 
on WBKB’s afternoon schedule to 





| Herlihy as emcee and Lee Sulli- | demonstrate the 1950 line of Norge 


|van, formerly in the Broadway 
| production of “Brigadoon,” as fea- 
| tured vocalist. Carl Jampel is 
| writing. Then the Gimbel’s show 
| follows from noon until 1 p. m., 
_with a 15-minute news show closing 
‘the daytime run. 


Work to Close East-West 
Gap to Begin Next Year 


Washington, April 18. 

Prospects that work will begin 
next year to close up the big gap 
in an east-west video network were 
disclosed in testimony last week 
before the FCC. During hearings 
on a proposal to require the Bell 
System to connect its facilities with 
| Western Union, Frank Cowan, 
| American Telephone & Telegraph 
| Co. engineer, said it has been re- 


| cided under the 1951 program be- 








appliances via TV directly to its 
300 dealers in the Chi area. 
Besides having the advantages 
of novelty and spontaneity, the 
series was considerably less ex- 
pensive than a demonstration film 
of similar scope. Time charges 
for the package came to about | 
$1,000, with the only other expense | 
being the cost of moving appli- 
ances used’on the show to WBKB’s 
studio and supporting promotion. | 
“Talent” used on the show, pro- 
duced by Jack E. Ricard, Simpson | 
sales promotion manager, was from 
the company’s sales staff. 
Faced with the expense and dif- | 
ficulty of getting dealers to attend | 
a central sales meeting (and as all | 
the dealers also handle tele sets), | 
the company hit upon the idea of | 
beaming the series to the sales! 
people at the various retail outlets. | 
What outside audience the seg- | 
ments captured was so much vel- 





\ing formulated, to extend radio 
|relay facilities now being con- 
| Structed between Chicago and 
| Omaha, so as to link Omaha and 
| San Francisco. 

In addition, Cowan testified, it is 


In addition, it’s re-| planned to add Miami to the net- 


| work. 

| coaxial cable will be extended 
| Southward from Memphis to link 
| Birmingham to Atlanta. A second 
'cable will extend from Charlotte 
| te Jacksonville. 

Plans for 1951 provide for radio 
| relay links between New York ard 
| Syracuse, via Binghamton. A fur- 
ther link between New York and 
Chicago will be put in, and an- 
other channel southward from De- 


During 1951, he said, the! 


vet. 


| Dealers were alerted by a card 


|and wire campaign the week be-| 
| fore, with reply cards sent out to | 
|check the response. 
| placed paid listing in 


interested. 





CHI LATE SHOW PACTED 


Columbus, O., April 18. 
, Another indication of the grow- 
ing acceptability of late evening 
video programming was the pact- 


| Prospect 


Company | 
the Chi audition next month of a new airer. 
\dailies, TV logs describing © the “Tale of a Tune,” in which stories 
shows as a training series, inviting | behind various pop tunes will be 
housewives to watch if they were narrated by the people on whose 


| Leonard Holten will 





ing last week of Jimmy Leeper’s 
WTVN disk show, 11 p. m. to 12 





troit to Toledo, 


midnight five times weekly, 


Engineers Must Be 


TV Highlights 4th Annual Confab 


Showmen as Well: 





“Hands of Destiny,” 


April 28. DuMont is selling the 
show on a co-op basis to affiliate 
stations throughout the country. 
Larry Menkin and Charles Speer, 
co-scripters on the program, turned 


out their 52d original script this 
week, which is believed to estab- 
lish a record for TV “Destiny,” 


a DuMont house package, is direct- 


ed by Frank Bunetta. 


‘Studio One Snags 
T-Bond Kickoff 


Washington, April 18. 

Treasury has run into a snar! in 
its proposed all-net TV kickoff for 
the Independence Loan, new bond 
drive, May 15, it was learned here 
this week. Trouble stems from re- 
luctance of CBS to wash out its 
lucrative “Studio One,” despite the 
fact that the web’s ace Hooperater, 
Arthur Godfrey, is definitely inked 
to emcee the one-hour, all-star 
show, with NBC committed to the 
cause. 

David Levy, loaned by Young 
and Rubicam to head video activi- 
ties for the drive, huddled here 
Friday (14) with Sec. of Treasury 
John Snyder, War Savings chief 
Vernon Clark, Elihu E. Harris, ad- 
vertising head of the bond division, 
and Nathan Colwell, radio chief, as 





well as other government officials. | 


Also here from Hollywood for the 
confab was Cornwell Jackson, of 
the J. Walter Thompson office, who 
is rounding up talent for the radio 
kickoff show. Spokesmen for the 
Treasury made no effort to hide 
their disappointment at not being 
able to report CBS participation to 
the Treasury boss. 

Frank Stanton, CBS prexy, in to 


| attend the Women’s National Press 


Club dinner for the President and 
Mrs. Truman, and to testify before 
the FCC, indicated his company 
had not definitely nixed the Treas- 
ury request. He told Variety he 
intends to “look into the matter” 
on his return to New York. 
Meantime, Levy still has his 
fingers crossed, and plans to tackle 
Westinghouse, sponsor of Studio 


One, directly, in the hope that they | 
will kick in as a public service. | 


of Godfrey competing 
with a top CBS show on a rival net 
is looked upon with askance in 
radio circles here. 

The Godfrey bond show shapes 
as a glorified ‘Talent Scouts” 
viewer, with top Government and 


| public brass acting as ‘‘scouts” for 
| top show biz talent: 
date on the “scout” roster are FCC | 


Lined up to 


Commissioner Frigda Herinock, U. 
of P. prexy Harold Stassen. chief 


of Naval operations Admiral For- | 


rest Sherman. The p.a. of an FCC 
commissioner should be balm to 
the Godfrey vanity, in view of the 
recent word spanking handed the 


comic by chairman Wayne Coy. 


Archie Bleyer and his orch will 
give their all for the cause, with 
Vie Mizzi scripting the show. 
ent, though not yet lined up, is not 
considered a problem, since show 
biz has always fallen in line at 
Government's request. 


Tale Behind Tune Series 
Due for Kine Try by NBC 


NBC-TV_ will 





cut a kinescope 


lives the number has had an effect. 
Richard Berger will produce, 
script and 
George Hale direct. Music will be 
arranged and conducted by Ray 
Sinatra, former composer-conduc- 
tor for Metro, Universal and sev- 
eral radio shows. 

Sinatra is currently musical di- 
rector for Evelyn Knight at the 


i Plaza hotel, N. Y, 


‘CHEVVY BUYS ‘DESTINY’, | 
~ MENKIN, SPEER RECORD. 


DuMont's | 
|low-budgeted but high-rated mel- | of speeches given at the five pane} 
ler series, got its first sponsor this | 
week when the Chevrolet Dealers | 
pacted to bankroll it over WABD, | 
the web’s N. Y. flagship, starting | 


Tal- | 


Chicago, April 19. 

Technical and financial problems 
of television occupied the limelight 
t the fourth annual ! Broadcast 
Engineering Conference held ast 
week to tee off the NAB’s 21h 
_annual conventi®. Major portion 
sessions of the conclave, as well as 
most questions from the figor 
centered on video rather than AM) 


An indication of things to come 
was given in a speech made at the 
first luncheon § session. Thursday 
(13) by Raymond F. Guy, prexy of 
Institute of Radio Engineers. Tal, 
recounted the history of broaa- 
casting, but Guy’s discussion of the 
industry after 1946 dealt mainly 
with TV. AM is still a sturdy in- 
dustry, he said, emphasizing he had 
no doubts it would remain so. “But 
the «great growth and _ brilliant 
future of broadcasting will be in 
television in the years ahead.” he 
said. 

Some speculation was. caused by 
the switch in subjects by G. Emer- 
son Markham of NAB'’s tele depart- 
ment. Ostensibly because the 
subject was expected to be covered 
in the management sessions, Mar- 
kam changed the subject of his 
speech from “Television Possibili- 
ties” to a discussion of the medium 
as it relates to engineers. He told 
the engineers the stations have 
been too tolerant of slipshod per- 
formance because the medium was 
young, but the excuse of inex- 
perience cannot long prevail. 

Markham urged the technica} 
men to take pride in the finished 


(Continued on page 41) 


WGN-TV Grabs 
606 Cubs Rights 


Chicago, April 18 
WGN-TV copped exclusive rights 
to telecast the Chicago White Sox 
day games, leaving WBKB and 
WENR TV, who had been dicker- 
ing for the rights, out in the cold 


again. This is the third consecu- 
tive year that the station has 
garnered the_ exclusive rights. 


Sales staff has made a strong pitch 
for the Peter Fox Brewery to pick 
up the tab for half the games for 
Meister Brau beer, and Fohrman 
Motors for the other half. Both 
prospective sponsors have picked 
up the tab for the Cubs’ TV rights 
over WGN-TV, which is being 
shared by WBKB. Tribune station 
| paid approximately $60,000 for the 
exclusive. Fox bought the deal. 
Last week Fohrman Motors 
picked up half of the WGN-TV 
_Cubs games, pairing with Peter 
' Hand to share the 77-game sched- 
ule, with a total sponsorship 
amounting to about $55,000. 
WBKB, sharing the Cub’s rights 
“with WGN-TV, inked Chi Chrysler 
dealers and Atlas Brewing Co. 
earlier in the year for its half. 


POTTER, COAST JOCKEY, 
PREPS KTSL STRIP SHOW 


Hollywood, April 18 

Peter Potter has inked a five- 
‘year contract with the Don Lee 
tele station, KTSL, for a strip 
‘show from 11 to 12 each night. 
| Potter will do a record plus per- 
sonality layout replete with con- 
tests and assorted gimmicks. Pre- 
gram gets underway May 15. 


Potter said he will work on & 
| Straight percentage of sponsor coin 
‘and further related that he will 
|“hand pick” the concerns putting 
coin in his pocket. Potter will re- 
‘tain his daily radio platter show 
over KFWB. 








Mack Trucks is considering 4 
one-shot educational stanza on 
| WJZ-TV, N. Y., which may be aired 
_in other markets via kinescope re- 
cording. Show would be a docu- 
'mentary on the school in Diesel 
‘engine maintenance which the 
company is running, to promete 
| use of Diesel busses and trucks. 
| Deal is being wrapped up by 
|Marshall Disken, TV director of 
Erwin Wasey agency, and Pau! 
| Mowrey of ABC-TV. 


| Mack Educational 
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Cross-the- Border Video Circuit 


Launched by U. 


Hollywood, April 18. 


First international television cir- | 


cuit on record, embracing every 


phase of production and televising, | 


will be set up this week by a syn- 
dicate headed by Emilio Azcarraga, 
president of Mexico City’s Chu- 
rubusco Studios, theatre circuit op- 
erator and chairman of the Mexi- 
can government radio commission. 
He is president of the new firm, 
Pan - American Television Corp. 
Frank Fouce, who owns the Mayan, 
Mason and other Spanish houses 
here, is veepee. Others in the pool 
are showmen in Cuba, Brazil and 
Argentina. Herbert Silverberg is 
handling legal details in connec- 
tion with filing of corporation 
papers in Sacramento. 
Programming will tee off with 
KEW-TV, Mexico City’s first tele- 


station, now operating § experi- 
mentally, in September. U. S. sub- 
sidiary, which will have offices 


here and in N. Y., will act mostly 
as a buying~agency for programs 
Operations format also calls for 
the manufacture of TV _ sets in 
Mexieo City. Fouce, who will head 
the ‘company’s procurement de- 
partment, has already ordered 
transmitters for various members 
ef. the: pool from eastern equip- 
ment outfits, prior to opening of 
their own factory. 

in addition to purchasing U. S. 
tele-pix, which will be dubbed in 
Spanish, company will produce its 
own films for 
XEW-TV will tee off with three 
hours of programming daily, all 
sustaining. Indications are it will 
be on 40 hours a week by the mid- 
die of next year, Fouce said, with 
kinescoped U. S. shows in addition 
to domestic talent. 

“It was too much of a load for 
any one country to handle,” Fouce 
stated, “so radio and theatre men 
from each country got together to 
underwrite it.” 
has already lined up 1,500 hours 
of film programs from here and 
that his group is “looking forward 
to showing their kinnies in the 
UU. &.” 

Group is also banking on over- 
seas yen for Latin TV shows. It 
was reported that Azcarraga will 
go to London this summer to hud- 
die with J. Arthur Rank about that 
angle. 


Faye Emerson May 
Go Back to CBS 


Fave Emerson Show, 15-minute 
weekly chit-chat stanza starring the 
film-legit actress, was reported this 
week to be angling for a return to 
the CBS-TV web, even though it 
shifted from there to NBC video 
only last week. 

Arnold Bakeries, which bank- 
rolis the show through Benton & 
Bowles, switched from CBS to NBC 
in order to take advantage of NBC's 
topheavy Saturday night pull via 
its “Saturday Night Revue.” Miss 
Emerson teed off her new series 
last week (15) in the 10:30 to 10:45 
p. m. Saturday slot, immediately 
following the “Revue.” Since the 
latter show is scheduled to begin 
iis summer hiatus May 20, how- 
ever, that would leave Miss Emer- 
son practically alone Saturday 
nights on NBC, 





Show thus may return to CBS. 


Starting June 25, where it would 
be aired Sunday nights at 9, to fill 
15 minutes of the hour being va- 
cated during the summer by the 
Fred Waring Show, and where it 
would follow Ed Sullivan's ‘Toast 
of the Town.” Miss Emerson’s 
Sianza_ is packaged by Hardie 
Frieberg Productions. 





Cooper Gets Kaye 

Sammy Kaye has signed with 
the Frank Cooper agency for radio 
and tele representation. General 
Artist Corp. will rep the maestro 
in other fields. 

Deal was made last week upon 
*Xpiration of his contract with GAC 
in radio and video, 


TV at Churubusco. | 


He added that he} 


S. 
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{ 
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Pan-Am Groups 


Top 10 for N.Y. 


(Pulse Ratingss April 1-7) 
(Evening Shows) 





Texaco Star Theatre 60.1 
The Goldbergs 46.8 
Toast of the Town 42.8 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts. 41.8 
Studio One 39.2 
Saturday Night Revue. 36.1 
Philco Playhouse 33.6 
Godfrey & His F riends. 33.0 
Lights Out 31.6 
Suspense 31.0 








CBS KTTV Exit 
Moves Upas Web 
Plans Studio Buy 


Hollywood, April 18. 

KTTV will exercise its option for 
the purchase of the Nassour studios 
within six months, it was disclosed 
over the weekend. Station, owned 
by CBS, (49°) and the L. A. Times 
(51%), took a longterm lease on 
two Nassour sound stages and of- 
fices last month and will move its 
entire operation into the studios 
by May 15. Reason for the move 
will be three-fold. 

Times-Mirror Co. will buy 
the CBS interest in KTTV, 


out 
Inc., 


other outlet for itself here. Orig- 
inal contract between the Times 
and CBS set up the terms for pur- 


chase of KTTV by either factor at | 


'the initial investment plus a per- 
centage of the coin rolled into the 
station following the original deal, 
which was inked on April 28, ’48. 
Contract 
corporation. Buying out price at 
this time has not been revealed, 
but the Times will definitely buy 
and retain the entire corporation 
when CBS moves out. 

Present plans for the filming of 
live shows on KTTV and tailored 
film packages will necessitate the 
station's taking over all four sound 
stages at’ Nassour. This coincides 
with the station’s plan for its 
financing, exhibition and distribu- 
tion firm. With only two stages, 
KTTV will not have enough room 
_to present its regularly scheduled 
live shows and also do filming pres- 
ently being considered, Station 
plans to film a series which the 
new firm will distribute to a pro- 
posed nationwide group of video 
station exhibitors. 

Another factor being reckoned 
with by the Times is that of ju- 
risdictional union trouble. The 
1ATSE considers all men working 
.in production at Nassour studios 
under its jurisdiction. However, 
'KTTV recently signed contracts 
with the IBEW following a National 
Labor Relations Board election, in 
which staffers indicated they pre- 
ferred the IB. Before submitting to 
any jurisdictional strife between the 
two unions, the Times will buy Nas- 
sour, Which means there will be no 
1A men on the lot. As it stands 
there is a mixture because of mo- 
tion pictures being megged on the 
Nassour lot along with the tele- 
vision activities. 


BBC ‘Cafe Continental’ 
Due for 8-City Showing 


“Cafe Continental,” vidpic series 
made in London with top European 
talent and based on the BBC pro- 
gram, is making its debut this week 
under sponsorship of Conmar zip- 
pers. Number of other manutfac- 
turers of clothing and luggage are 
participating. 

Show will be scheduled in eight 
‘cities on stations of three webs, 
, NBC- TV. CBS-TV and ABC-TV. 
| Kickoff in Gotham is 
(Thurs.) on WNBT at 10:30-10:45 , 
p. m. Agency is William Wein- 


, traub. 





& 


;made if CBS color 


, tering 


'erations largely to distribution, 
when the network purchases an- | 


called for a $1,000,000 | 


| has told it, 


‘programming venture. 


tomorrow , 
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READY TO BUILD TINT SETS 





BUT ONLY I WITH CBS Deal for Garden Sports Seen 


OUTSIDE CAPITAL 


Washington, April 18. 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton told 
‘the FCC yesterday (17) his com- 
pany 


000,000 corporation, financed by | 
| outside capital, to distribute and | 
possibly manufacture color televi- 


sion receivers if the Columbia sys- | 


tem is authorized. 


Testifying under cross examina- | 


tion at Commission color hearings, 
Stanton said he preferred to use 
such a device to assure that color 
sets for 
on the market rather than have the 
FCC compel manufacturers to pro- 
duce the quipment. 
tified last week that it could not 
give assurance such sets would be 
is authorized. 
that CBS is 
opposed to 
the radio manufacturing 
business but was prepared to 
launch such a company if major 
producers won’t go along with an 
FCC decision favoring Columbia. 
However, he said; “I don’t think 
compulsion will be necessary. I 
can’t conceive of large manufac- 
turers losing their markets to com- 
petitors or a slarge new corpora- 
tion.” 

The new corporation, Stanton in- 
dicated, would be financed by the 
sale of 10,000,000 shares of stock 
at $5 per share and licensed under 
CBS patents. The company might 
contract with other 
to make its sets, confining its op- 
or 


Stanton declared 
“philosophically” 


might make the sets itself. 


It was understood that the com- 
pany, if formed, would be geared 
te produce or 
“Columbia” sets a year. 


CBS color was shaken 
after last week’s testimony during 
which RCA and Philco executives 
indicated a “boycott” against pro- 


| ducing receivers for the Columbia 


system, 

In reply to questions by 
counsel Harry Plotkin, who asked 
whether the Commission should 
believe what the Radio Mfrs. Assn. 
he said: ‘People tend 
to resist change, but once you cross 


that line and come out with your 
you'll find a scampering | 


decision, 
on the part of the manufacturers 
to sell merchandise.” 
Earlier, under 
RCA counsel John T. Cahill, a 
(Continued on page 40) 


NBC's Sat. Night 





Fully Sponsored 


Snowcrop Marketers, a subdivi- 
sion of Clinton Foods, has picked 
up the tab on the 10 p.m.-10:30 
segment of NBC's Saturday night 
parlay. “Your Show of Shows.” 
With Speidel picking up sponsor- 
ship of the Jack Carter section of 
the program, starting May 6, the 
entire 2'2-hour show is now com- 
pletely sponsored. 

With sponsorship rates reduced 
to $6.000 per half-hour for the Car- 
ter show and $7,500 for the N. Y. 
end. NBC figures that it will have 
gotten back up to $300,000 of its 
investment in its Saturday night 
Chain fig- 
ures that by the time the New 
York originated show goes off the 
air May 20, venture will have cost 
only about $250,000, which is satis- 
factory to them, since they figure 
on a hit show in the fall. 

Sponsor lineup in three weeks 
will comprise Speide!. from 8-9 
p.m.: Magnavox for the half-hour 
starting at 9 p.m., three spots 
bought by RCA. United Fruit and 


Swifts. during the next half-hour, 
and Clinton Foods for the final 
segment. 


John Dodge, of the NBC sales 
staff, who handled the Magnavox 
‘and Speide! sales, alsa landed the 
jSnowcrop contract. 


” 


is prepared to form a $50,- | 


the CBS system are put | 


RCA had tes- | 


ene | 


manufacturers | 


distribute 2,000,000 | 
Stanton | 
| told the Commission his confidence | 
| that manufacturers would produce 
isets for 


FCC | 


{ 
questioning by 


Thrust at NBC's Sat. Night Ratings 





CBS Stays Outside 


18. 
testi- 
FCC, Frank 


Washington, April 
Elaborating on _ his 
mony before the 
Stanton, CBS _ prexy, told 
VARIETY today (18) CBS itself 
would not invest in the corpo- 
ration it would form to dis- 
tribute or produce receivers 
for Columbia color. CBS, he 
said, will license the company 
to manufacture or contract 
with other manufacturers to 
produce sets under its patents. 

It’s understood that several 
Wall Street houses are ready 
to underwrite the $50,000,000 
stock issue under which the 
corporation would be financed. 
Stanton told the Commission 
CBS does not want to get into 
the radio manufacturing busi- 
ness. 


No Summer Open 
House at CBS-TV 


For Packagers 


CBS-TV, while it will admittedly 
have its hands full in lining up 
| summer replacements for the spon- 
| sored shows taking a hiatus, will 
still not throw the doors wide open 
‘to indie producers and their pack- 








| ages. 

Web execs declared this week 
they will be glad to work with out- 
side producers but only if they can 

| retain full rights to all programs. 
| They emphasized they don’t want 
merely to showcase the indies’ pro- 
| gram ideas, pointing out that too 
often in the past an outside pro- 


|ducer would offer his show on a 
| one- shot trial basis and then, if it 
| received favorable audience recep- 
| tion, sell it to the highest bidder. 
| In that way, the CBS execs said, 
ithe indies save themselves the ex- 
| pense of the usual kinescope audi- 
| tion. 


ments are still question marks, ac- 
cording to web program toppers, 
with the picture only gradually 
| rounding into shape. So far, 
' has decided to retain ‘ 
Town” on a sustaining basis during 
the eight weeks that the Lincoln- 


| 
| - CBS-TV’s 
| 
} 
| 


Majority of the summer replace- | 


deal for exclusive 
| video rights to a series of 26 Sat- 
urday night events at Madison Sq. 
Garden, N. Y., next fall and winter 
is seen aS a move by the web to 
fight off the top-heavy competition 
of NBC-TV’s “Saturday Night Re- 
vue.”” CBS shelled out a reported 
$100,000 for rights to the Garden 
events and is now pitching them 
ito potential bankrollers, hoping to 
| find one that will take all 26 nights 
in a package deal. 

NBC’s “Revue” has taken most 
of the Saturday night play away 
from competing networks and has 
already forced the Ed Wynn show 
on CBS to switch from Saturday to 
Tuesday nights. While the latter 
web concedes the lure of “Revue” 
| for the musicomedy fans, it is con- 
vinced there is a potentially large 
audience available for such top 
sports shows on Saturday nights as 
the Garden stages. Garden deal is 
thus part of CBS’ overall move to 
make its Saturday night program- 
ming as different as possible from 
“Revue,” with the web already 
having scheduled an _ hour-long 
drama series to take over the 9 to 
10 slot that night. 

CBS plans to start the 
pickups each week at 10° p.m. 
While the starting time will make 
it possible to pick up the finals of 
whatever event is being staged and 
will also permit for the full hour 
dramatic show preceding, that 
time is also viewed as a competi- 
tive move against NBC. “Revue” 
runs from 8 to 10:30 and, by com- 
ing in with the Garden show half- 
an-hour before ‘‘Revue”’ signs off, 
CBS hopes to cut into its rival’s 
ratings. NBC, incidentally. ma- 
neuvered the same type of rivalry 
by slotting its Robert Montgomery 
series Monday nights at 9:30-10:30, 
which cuts into the first half-hour 
of CBS’ “Studio One,” aired from 
10 to 11. 

List of events to which CBS has 
acquired rights’ includes  prac- 
tically all the Garden sports except 
professional hockey, which is 
played on Sundays and will prob- 
ably again be televised next sea- 
son by the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPix. CBS will have access to 
the rodeo, horse show, the top 
track meets and all college basket- 





Garden 


ball, including the National Invi- 
|tation Tournament and the Na- 
tional Collegiate Athletic Assn. 
finals. 





Sullivan, Lewis 


‘On Staff’ at CBS 


CBS | 
‘Toast of the | 


Mercury Dealers lay off. with guest | 


‘emcees probably subbing for Ed 
Sullivan while the latter vacations. 
“Beat the Clock.” quiz show now 
alternating with the Ken Murray 
stanza Saturdays from 8 to 9 p.m., 
will go every week starting July 1, 
when the Murray hiatus begins. In 
addition, “Starlight Theatre,” 
series of half-hour dramatic shows 
now aired Sunday nights as a sus- 
tainer, will probably move into the 
Monday night at 8 slot to fill in fer 
“Silver Theatre’ while the latter, 
bankrolled by Intcrnational Silver, 
takes its vacation. 





CBS Angling Sponsors 
For Bert Lahr, Ben Blue 


CBS-TV last week lensed final 
kinescope auditions of two half- 
hour shows, one starring Bert Lahr 
and the other Ben Blue. Both pro- 
frams received favorable reaction 
from the CBS execs but the web 
has decided not to put either on the 
air until a sponsor is signed. 
Thev're being pitched to potential 
bankrollers and agencies via the 
kineseopes. 

Each series !s to have a mu- 
sicomedy format. with a story line. 
Lahr show will be aired live from 
'N. Y.. while the Blue stanza is to 
originate on the Coast and be kin- 
nied for tronsmission over the in- 
, terconnected stations. 


CBS has signed a deal with Fd 
Sullivan and Marlo Lewis where- 
by both go “on staff” in the web’s 
video department. As salaried 
producers in the web's creative 
programming department. they'll 


have office space at CBS’ N. Y. 
headquarters. Sullivan will con- 
tinue his syndicated N.Y. Daily 
News column, while Lewis has 
quit the Blaine Thompson ad 
agency, where he was veepee. 
Pacting of Sullivan and Lewis 


has no bearing on the CBS Sunday 
night “Toast of the Town.” which 
Sullivan emcees and with which 
Lewis has been identified as pro- 
ducer. 

CBS figures that 
and in developing TV 
erties for the web, 
and Lewis, working either as a 
team or individually, will be an im- 
portant adjunct to the video pro- 
gramming setup Move is in- 
spired, too, by the web’s desire to 


as idea men 
variety prop- 
both Sullivan 


put greater accent on comedy- 
variety programming in view of 
the already-heavy emphasis on 
dramatic shows, though Sullivan- 


Lewis combo won't be confined te 
the variety format. 


WXYZ-TV GETS FILMS 
Detroit, April 18. 
WXYZ-TV has signed a contract 
with Masterpiece Productions, Inc., 
for motion picture features*to be 
ishown between May 1 and Aug. 1. 
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Your answers to the U. S. Census Takers will show America to be bigger. than ever — 


with more spendable income per family. 


Your answers will show that there are 40,700,000 radio families (95% of all U. 8. 
families) —an increase since 1940 of more than 12,000,000 — and that they own 


86,000,000 sets, nearly double the 1940 count. 


Radio’s own Census—the Broadcast Measurement Bureau — goes a step further and 
counts ears. It measures how much the people in these homes are listening and to which 

of the nation’s 2,000 stations. This Census (B.M.B. Report No. 2) was started some months 
ago and preliminary findings have just been released. Here’s the one most important 


fact of that Report: 


More people listen to NBC stations than to those of any other 


network. Specifically : 


The combined total weekly audience listening to the stations of the 
NBC Network is 35,430,000 families (daytime) and 37,750,000 
(nighttime). That’s more than 3,000,000 higher than the second 
narwork during the day; and over 4,870,000 higher at night. 


What th is means to an advertiser —It you are a manufacturer of products 





or services, you will be interested in these facts: (1) America is a bigger, richer, 
more rewarding market place for you than ever before, and (2) to sell this market you 
can use no advertising medium more powerful than NBC; because NBC is | 


Bigger, Busier, More Economical... 


Bigger — The stations of the NBC Network (according to B.M.B.) have the largest 





combined weekly audience in all America—larger than any other network, or than 


any other advertising medium. 


Busier —NBC is selling more products and services for advertisers, day and night — 





and in 1949, advertisers invested more money in NBC than in any other network. 


More Economical —~NBC today costs considerably less per 1,000 homes reached 





than it did 10 years ago—and NBC today reaches more people at lower cost than any 


other national advertising medium, including the other networks. 


Today, more than ever, to sell America you need 


America’s No. 1 Advertising Medium 


A service of Radio Coi poi ation of America 
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BUCK ROGERS 
With Kem Dibbs, Lou. Prentis, 

Harry Kingston, Harry Sothern, 

others . 
Producer-director: Babette Henry 
Writer: Gene Wyckoff 
Sets: Al Heshong 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 

PETER PAUL CANDY 
ABC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Maxon? 

In line with the revitalized 
emphasis on science fiction shows, 
ABC-TV has come up with a nat- 
ural in “Buck Rogers.” Already 
an established name via the comic 
strip, “Rogers” will certainly ap- 
peal to the kids and should also 
get a hefty adult rating from the 
interplanetary adventure’ fans 
Judging from the cliff-hanger as- 
pects of the preem (15) the show 
will approximate the Republic and 
Monogram film serials of this type. 
which is, after all, all that it’s in- 
tended for. 

Success of such a show will de- 
pend on the scripting and writer 
Gene Wyckoff showed sufficient 
initiative on the opener to indicate 
he'll be ab’e to turn out the 
“amazing” stories in stride. Ap- 
parently with the N. Y. water 
shortage in mind, although he 
never referred to it, Wyckoff spun 
his tale about a couple of “tiger- 
men” from the planet, Mercury, 
who came up with a horrendous 
scheme to drain all the water off 
the earth to gain control of the: 
universe. Only trouble with the 
script, probably because of videos 
still-limited facilities, was that it 
was played entirely on interior 
sets. Lack of ‘exteriors cramped 
the space mood it should have had. 

With some clever sets designed 
by Al Heshong for background, 
producer-director Babette Henry 
took good adnvantage of the cam- 
eras’ mobility to further the pseu- 
do-scientific gadgets. Cast, garbed 
in what might be the fashion of the 
25th century, played the story well. 
Kem Dibbs made for a handsome, 
derring-doish ftogers and Lou 
Prentis was ah attractive Wilma 
Harry Kingston, as Rogers’ crony, 
and Harry Sothern, as their inven- 
tor friend, overdid the histrionics 
slightly. Commercials, plugging 
the Peter Paul Mounds candy bar, 
lacked selling impact but filled the 
purpose of bridging the story se- 
quences. Stal. 


FOLLOW THE FUN 
With Jim Ameche, Ginny Seott, 

Jack Pritchard and Korny 

Klowns, guests 
Producer: Clayton Bergman 
Director: John Alexander 
30 Mins.: Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
SUPREME MOTORS 
WBKB, Chicago 

(Lawrence ) 

This half-hour variety remote 
from the sponsor’s garage comes 
off fairly well, despite the handi- 
eaps of an awkward location. On 
preem (12), lighting, lensing and 
audio were below WBKB'’s studio 
standards, but a lively-paced seg- 
ment partly overcame these limita- 
tions. 

Stint opened with Jim Ameche, 
emcee, and Dave Pritchard and his 
Korny Klowns rolling into camera 
range in one of the sponsor’s cars, 
device used to bring on following 
acts: After a warmup number by 
the Klowns, four-piece band, Gin- 
ny Scott sold “Knew You Were 
Coming.” Patti Ross guested with 
a contortionist routine for mild 
appeal and comic Paul Gilbert 


closed the show with an overlong, 


gagged version of “Short'’nin’ 
Bread.” 

Ameche had a tendency to over- 
sell on the commercials, which 
were read off-range while the cam- 
era scanned the cars being plugged. 
An attempt was made to satirize 
other auto shows by having Pritch- 
ard act as official “grill patter” 
and “tire kicker” during commer- 
cials. Dave. 


a 





f.LKALI IKE 
With Al Robinson, Beverly Fite, 
Slim Jackson Quartet 
Producer: Barry Wood 
Director: Hal Gerson 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7:45 p. m,. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York 
“Alkali Ike” is a puppet show 
with a western background. On 
the initial program via CBS~-TV 
Monday (17). “Ike” proved to be 
a cute dummy under the expert 
guidance of ventriloquist Al Rob- 
inson. Story line has the marion- 
ette absorbing the three R’s from 
teacher-songstress Beverly Fite. 
Occasionally, the . banter 
tween “Ike” and Robinson was a 
bit draggy. However. a format 
that peppered the show with songs 
and music of the Slim Jackson 
quartet helped perk up interest. 
Both Miss Fite and Robinson 
were okay in the vocal depart- 
ment. Sets provided the proper 
atmosphere and on the basis of 
‘the preem, “Alkali Ike’’ should 
‘have no:trouble im developing a 
wide moppet audience. Gilb. 


dies it like ‘a veteran. 


KUDA BUX 

With Janet Tyler; Rex Marshall, 

/ announcer 

Producer: Roger Bowman 

Director: Franklin Dyson 

15 Mins.: Sat., 6:30 p.m. 

MASON’S CANDY 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
(Lindstrom, Leach & Co.) 


HAZEL SCOTT 

With Gloria Louis 

Director: Barry Shear 

Writer: Virginia Lee 

15 Mins.; Fri., 7:45 p.m. 

SITROUX TISSUES 

DUMONT, from New York 

(Franklin Bruck) 

Hazel Scott a a —_ —_ 

show in this modest package. Al- i } 

ote a lone singer at the, key- gained a rep on TV with his “a 

board can be dull, and is already called X-ray vision, tricks, Kuda 

a video commonplace, Miss Scott’s| Bux is doing a straight magico 

personality and pianologing make | show in this new series via CBS- 

this an appealing stanza. She cues' TV. On the show caught (15), he 

in her numbers with personalized | performed such feats as making a 

intros and puts over her songs dove disappear, drawing half-dol- 

with a pleasant, husky voicé. On lars out of the heads of his studio 

the show caught Friday (14), she | audience, etc. Then, to top it off, 


An Indian fakir who has already 


} 





Ruby Keeler, Phil Baker m TV Debuts 


Ruby Keeler made her teleyision bow Saturday night on the 
Ken Murray (CBS) show, and the following evening Phil Baker 
debuted on TV with a revival of his Beetle & Bottle act. Both were 
sentimental if not signal success. 
it was her first professional work in 11 years, during which time 
she has reared five children, including Al, Jr., 1442 (he’s an adopted 


For the former Mrs. Al Jolson 


boy, but not so announced), and latterly she has been identified 


’ genuine respect for one of show 


with a dancing school in Los Angeles’ San Fernando Valley. 
Murray made much of the sentimental occasion. 


He evidenced 
biz’s tiptop terpers who still taps 


a fancy tootsie, looks good in face and figure, and whose cavalcade 
_of yesteryear Warner Bros. filmusicals (“42d Street,” “Flirtation 


Walk,” “Gold Diggers,” etc.) gives her an impressive bibliography 





licked with warblings of “S’Won- he brought the X-ray eyes into 
erful” and “Til Remember | use, leaping with his feet bare 
April,” while her instrumentals, | onto a knife-studded board while 
“Buckle Down, Winsocki” and a_ fully blindfolded. | 
swing version of Brahms’ “Hun- Show is well produced, with the 
garian Dance No. 5,” were well. cameras coming in for closeups to | 
handled. However, latter piece in demonstrate that the hand can be 
spots revealed less of the preci- quicker, too, than the lenses. Ma- 
sion the artist usually puts into. gician, garbed in full Indian re- 
her music. galia, heightened the mystic as- 
Most engaging element in the} pects with his authentic accent. 
airer is the Scott personality, Janet Tyler, as _ his _ assistant. | 
which is dignified, yet relaxed, looked pretty enough but seemed 
and versatile enough to switch ill-at-ease before the cameras, 
from a reverent spiritual (accom- while announcer Rex Marshall 
panying herself on the organ) to handled both the commercials and | 
a sultry torch tune. Lighting is introductions to the tricks with | 
used effectively, closing down at his accustomed facility. 
times to a small spot which can should have little trouble in at- 
give the singer's face an exotic tracting whatever viewers are 
quality to point up a torrid mood. home at 6:30 Saturday evenings. 
Setting is a modern room off a Stal. 
penthouse terrace, yo —— 
a vivid opening and closing,as the _ ’ : 
camera pans across the skyline. THE GOLDEN GAME 
Good commercial device is having With Russ Brown, others 
billboard light up with the Writer-producer: Phillips H. Lord 
“Sitroux—Stronger—Softer” mes- Director: Gene Starbecker 
sage. Plugs are nicely delivered rood ae Sun., 6:30 p.m. 
ny Claste taeda. ril. Sustaining 
y Gloria Loui B WJZ-TV_N. Y. 
DOG SHOW {| Slotted in opposition to WNBT’s 
With George Michael, Guests “Say It With Acting,” this half- 
15 Mins.;: Sat. 5:45 p.m » kanes Seaae eee nen a Xeke 
CROW.RITE DOG FOOD hour stanza has two strikes against 
WRGB-TV. Schenectady it to begin with. Both programs 
It’s fitting that the first dog follow a charade format with the 
program on video here should be W NBI show taking the lead as su- 
handled by George Michael, who | Pe'iot entertainment. In attempt- 
pioneered in radio with a dog /28 to create a homey atmosphere, 
show over WGY, and who has The Golden Game” becomes a 
continued to present a canine fea- /ittie too sacearine for comfort. 
ture on WROW. Michael’s tele- Program has a group of non- 
vision debut was slightly shaky, as professionals, all of varying na- 
was the program itself, but both | tionalities and religions, spending 
will hit a more even keel as ex- a Sunday afternoon together in 
perience is gained in production the home of a friend. As a means 
and presentation. The material is of entertaining themselves, they | 
there. ,form teams and act out, in panto- | 
Format is to offer an expert mime, stories and proverbs from 
showing a dog and to have the the Bible. 
animal judged by a studio group, religious and racial understanding 
after the breeder discusses the is evident, but program impresses | 
fine points and arbiters sketch its as being overly contrived. In addi- 
breed history. Otto Dube, of Al-| tion, on show caught Sunday (16), 
bany. who has appeared on Mi- the charades offered failed to stim- 
chael’s radio programs, brought a ulate interest. 
10-month-old Boston terrier for At the end of each pantomime, 
opener. Three members — two the performer relates the Biblical 


girls and a boy—from the Nott story relative to the sketch worked 
Terrace High School Junior Ken-'| out. Only pro on broadcast is 


nel Club of Schenectady comprised Russ Brown. who acts as host. A 
the panel. Michael emceed and pitch for the games to be picked 
plugged. Jaco. up by church and club groups was 
also made on program caught. 


j 
| 
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ADAM HOUSE . 

With Anne Sheldon; John Corbett, 
announcer 

Producer: Bernie Ross 

15 Mins.; Wed. and Fri., 3:45 p.m. 

J. N. ADAM & CO. 

WBEN-TYV, Buffalo 

(Bowman and Block) 

This housewife show, 

preemed Friday (14), is carried | 

alone by Anne Sheldon, who han- tioneer 


WHAT AM I BID? 

With Mr. & Mrs. Si Lakin, Bill 
Pepper, Mary Curnutt 

Producer: John Haldi 

45 Mins.: Thurs., 9:45 p.m. 

WALKER’S CLOTHING STORE 

which WBNS-TV, Columbus, O. 


selling intriguing and 


Show 4 


Using a well-known local auc- | far 


Slanted sometimes valuable antiques to a| rial and punchy way of selling it. 
strictly to the housewife, it’s a studio audience, and giving the Best bit is an impression of 


Murray went overboard on “this 


indeed. An unusual offering in camera-view, Benrus watch pre- 
sentation to “the No. 1 career mother,” highlighted that. stint. 


is the greatest thrill, and I mean 


” it.” and while it may puzzle some to whom Dixie Dunbar means 


more than Ruby Keeler in the 


hoofing class, it was sufficiently 


authenticated to stand up. He frankly mentioned Jolson and his 


“best wishes” for her success, to 


which she made suitable acknow!- 


edgment. Miss Keeler, of pert face, is a looker who can stand any 
TV or other camera angles, and that goes ditto for her gams. In- 
cidentally, among the other vets on Murray’s show, apart from 
Jack Multhall's now “grand old man” type of commercial spieling, 


was Gloria Swanson, who did a 


Cancer Fund pitch, and also one 


for her upcoming “Sunset Boulevard” (Par pic). 
Phil Baker journeyed to Philly for the Lincoln-Mercury CBS (Fd 


Sullivan) salute to Connie Mack 


for his TV debut. Baker, too. is 


one of those personable vets who can stand the camera angles well 


although apparently fluffing one 


or two gags, but that was negli- 


gible compared to the end result. Arthur Treacher was an excel- 


lent “Bottle” and Stubby Kaye did the offstage, audience-heckling 


Beetle.” 


For a letdown vocal chore Baker brought on the rotund 


Kaye for “Sitting On Top of the World” and a pseudo-Jolson im- 


pression. 


Baker evidences he has it for TV even though he need- 


lesslv handicapped himself by digging a routine out of the trunk 


instead of readying something special for the occasion. 


Abel. 
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The Saturday (15) stanza of 
CBS-TV's “Ken Murray Show” had 
the distinction of showcasing Ruby 


Keeler’s comeback (see box here- | 
In addition to the former | 
session also| 
guest-spotlighted Gloria Swanson | 
and Chester Morris, with impres- | 


with). 
stage-pic tap Star, 


sionist Eart Nichols further bol- 
stering a generally entertaining 
and well-paced 60 minutes. 

Intro for Miss Keeler was liter- 


ally a production, probably one of | 


the longest and biggest buildups 
any guest star has yet had on TV. 


Starting with Darla Hood and the} 


Enchanters doing Gershwin’s 
“Liza,” which Miss Keeler intro- 


The attempt to further "duced in Ziegfeld’s “Show Girl,” 


and running through a vocal and 
terp production number that in- 
clude practically every Keeler 


itune from her string of -Warner 


films, buildup covered more min- 
utes than Miss Keeler's stint it- 
self. 


Miss Swanson, on briefly for 
the dressingroom interlude mid- 
way in the show, had little to do 
other than gracefully recieve com- 
pliments from Murray on her 
“Sunset Boulevard” screen come- 
back, and put in a pitch for the 
cancer fund. 

Morris’ contribution was a typi- 
cal grim-lipped delineation in a 
one-acter with A. H. Van Buren. 
followed by some casual magic 
tricks with Murray. Actor han- 
died himself equally well in the 
sketch’s dramatics and the follow- 
| ing lighter interlude. 

Nichols is a loose-jointed 
mimic with some effective mate- 


combination of household hints, pitch to four items of merchandise | femme bobbysoxer watching Frank- 


fashions and demonstrations of to the television audience, which 
new toys, kitchen utensils and bids by phone, “What Am I Bid’ 
other items from the bankrolling is as good as any of the selling 
department store. chant shows on the screen. Si 

Miss Sheldon speaks with au- Lakin is a tall, fast-talking gent 


ie Laine in a theatre, a bit remind- 
ful of Gil Lamb’s routine of a 
teenage swing fiend, but containing 
enough sock touches of its own. 
For the rest, the Murray-Os- 


thority on the subject of children who knows all the auctioneer’s| wald (Tony Labriola) patter ran 


and household matters. 
acting experience, and current holding. Members of the station 
stint on another show doing com- staff scout around for antiques to 
mercials for Westinghouse, give put on the block and any person 
her a relaxed, engaging manner can submit any reasonable article 
oe the ee. ae is a for auction to the studio audience. 
good commercial job for afternoon Two i 
consumption. Back set could be De Rigs aged re te 
improved, a sets of four items of mer- 
PRO Be CRT chandise for the TV viewers. Last 
can ine eae week, for instance, the cameras 
hid ore a Ce k showed an antique clock, a picnic 
15 Mine « Mos B15 basket full of small garden tools, 
os UB ALABAM 25 PP. mM. a record player and a portable TV 
WGN.TV ell set. A blackboard behind these 
‘La ga Stein) , items showed the current bid on 
., {bawrence Stem ‘each one. The winners were an- 
This quarter-hour program rests nounced immediately following the 
almost entirely on_ the shoulders ¢jose of bidding, which station au- 
of vocalist Judy Talbot and the thorities sav. was spirited 
load is a bit too heavy. Thrush ah Mina ‘ 
hits mildly. with singing chores but __ Bill Pepper ably handles the 
does a weak job with gabbing commercials for Walker's, which 
duties between songs. On show | !ately has been including a mer- 


be- seen (3) she sang four numbers in- “chandise angle tied strictly to TV. 


cluding a medley of old favorites | Mrs. Lakin stays pretty well in the 
and a duet with guest Joe Sterling Packground but assists in corral- 
which didn’t come off too well. ing the items for auction, while 
Lenser did a good job eatching Miss Curnutt handles the chalk at 
attractive set and costume of Miss. the blackboard. 
Talbot. Middle film commercial The show has a lot of local in- 
plugging nitery sponsor's food terest and communicates the fever 
dishes was of such poor quality as | that usually. accompanies an auc- 
to have a negative effect. A solo tion. Stacked up against a net 
by piano accompanist might ease! show like “Auction-Aire,” for in- 
some of singer’s load and hetter stance. it looks more of the genu- 
, balance the session. Dave. ine article. Dean, 


Her past tricks and his selling is attention-| its customary corny course, Jack 


Mulhall’s Budwieser commercials 
got over easily and the production 


numbers had smoothness and pol- 


ish. 





The NBC Saturday night parlay 
seems to gain momentum. with 
every successive show. The great- 
est improvement in  Saturday’s 
/(1) display was displayed from 
‘the Chicago end, while the New 
York originated program main- 
| tained its usual high standard. 

The Chi show hit its fastest pace 
to date mainly because of Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis. Zanies 
made their comedics pay off for 
the greatest jackpot ever registered 
on this show. They indicate that 
|'they can be tremendous in this 
medium and in their own NBC 
show. They did the old standby 
bit with excellent assistance from 
Jack Carter, and registered strong- 
ly in some of their nitery chatter. 
’ Vivian Blaine also made an im- 
ress, both visually and songwise. 

er initial appearance in a low- 
‘cut gown constituted a gasper. 
There was considerable apprehen- 
sion when she hopped around en- 
ergetically and: took low bows. 
Vocally she registered neatly also. 
|The Vanderbilt Boys and Estelle 
Sloan contributed nicely toward 
, this well-balanced parlay, Regular, 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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Don Richards, hit it will with a 
| rendition of. “Glory Road.” 

| The New York originated sec- 
tion of the show took on an ap- 
pearance of greater prosperity 
with Magnavox bankrolling the 
first 30 minutes. The commercials 
didn’t impede the quality of the 
program. Pace was good despite a 
| trio of sales-spiels. Sid Caesar 
didn’t measure up to his usual 
| Stanzas in his opening bit, but lat- 
ter developments brought the show 
back to its usual high level. Rudy 
Vallee made a verbose emcee, but 
managed to dispense’ entertain- 
/ment in the process. He contrib- 
juted to the comedy with a sax 
| session with Caesar and Imogene 
|Coca. He also did the expected 
| Maine Stein Song and told a few 
| gags. He showed up better on this 
| show than he did on his more re- 
|cent teevee dates. 

| One of the more charming bits 
of this divertissement was the bal- 
let duet by Don Liberto and Nancy 
Crompton, a tasty song and terp 
bit. Marguerite Piazza reached a 
(high point with the “One Fine 
| Day” aria from “Madam Butterfly.” 
| The Szonys registered in another 
| ballet session and the Billy Wil- 
| liams uartet recital came off well. 
| Miss Coca made the most of her 
‘comedy moments on the stanza. 


| 
| Ed Sullivan took his “Toast of 
ithe Town” show to Philadelphia 
| for Sunday’s exhibit televised from 

Walnut Street theatre to pay tri- 

bute to Connie Mack. manager of 
‘the Philadetphia Athletics for 
| more than a half-century. In this 


| tribute to this major leaguer, Sul- 


a | livan took down a minor league 


| show which didn’t live up to the 
| promise of the occasion. 

| There were a couple of good 
| acts such as Juanita Hall who per- 
|formed her “Bali Ha’i” with her 
j}usual fine feeling, and newcom- 
|ers, The Merry Mutes, who have 
|a fine set of pantomime antics to 
recorded music. This team looms 
| aS promising fodder for the vaude- 
| nitery circuit. 

| Phil Baker auditioned the po- 
i tential of the w.k. “Beetie and 
|Bottle”’ act. for many years a 
| mainstay of radio (see box here- 
| with). 

| Moppet Gene Jimai opened the 
| show-with an excellent bit of har- 
monica playing. He gave a hep 
version of a Mozart number. He 
didn’t lose a note even though 

Sullivan carréed him bodily to an- 
‘other part of the stage. Shiela 
Bond didn’t come off as well as 
she did on her previous appear- 
ance on this show. Both the cam- 
| ore work and her choice of terp 
didn’t show her to advantage. Jan 
| August, aided by his wife, gave a 
|twin piano recital for good effect 
and Jose Duval did a bit of pro- 
duction singing which didn't reach 
the maximum effect. 

Between variety items, Sullivan 
sandwiched in various presenta- 
tions which slowed up the show 
considerably. 





Perry Como has developed 2 
nice easy. style with his Sunday 
night stint opposite the potent Fd 
Sullivan show, bridging his song* 
‘with a semblance of stability such 


\ (Continued on page 42) - 
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Tele Hopes to Avoid AM Mistakes 
As Educ Medium Via Crosley Tests 


Cincinnati, April 18. + 


First of four telecasts by the 


Crosley Broadcasting Corp., to| 
determine how television can best | 
be used as a teaching aid, was | 
presented last week and viewed | 
by classes in 14 Greater Cincinnati | 
high-schools. Reports of enthusi-; had her own discussion program | 
astie response from teachers and! on NBC television Sunday after- | 
/noons, is scheduled to participate | 
(on CBS-TV’s “People’s Platform” 
| May 12 in a discussion on “What 
| Does Loyalty to the U. S. Mean?” 
Web is seeking a top spokesman to 
represent the apposite viewpoint to 


students encouraged James D. 
Shouse and other Crosley execs on 
prospects of a positive answer to 
the question of where television 
and education fit together. 

Initial test program was of a 
tour of WLW-T studio facilities by 
a boy and girl student Their 
what-makes-it-tick questions were 
answered by staffers in various de- 
partments. It was for 30 minutes 
and preceded the station’s regular 
10:30 a.m. starting time. 

Shouse said teachers reported 
that they were impressed with the 
close attention paid the telecast 
by students, also that many of 
them foresaw the greatest implica- 
tions of the medium as a supple- 
mentary aid. The instructors 
pointed out that it was a realistic 
substitution for field trips, achiev- 
ing the same sense of immediacy 
without difficulties of transporta- 
tion of large groups from schools 
to distant locales. 

Some teachers told of being im- 
pressed by a Hfe-like quality found 
in TV which was missing in other 
visual aids. One principal sum- 
marized the _ feeling: ‘Human 
touches, the little mistakes that 
might be cut out of a film, give the 
sense of being there yourself.” 

After the “look learning’ test 
programs are completed and eval- 
uation reports are returned, final 
conclusions as to which method is 
most adaptable for TV and of most ! 
value to the teacher and student 
will be formulated. “From them,” 
Shouse said, “we hope to avoid 
many of the mistakes attributed to 
radio in its early years as an edu- 
cational medium.” 











Mrs. FDR’s ‘Loyalty’ View, 
Music Debate Due on CBS 


Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, who has 


Robert A. Taft. 

Up for discussion on the May 5 
Stanza of “Platform,” incidentally, 
is the subject of classical] vs. popu- 


producer - songwriter 


is moderated by 
| Charles Collingwood. 


ABC Summer Sked 


Stresses Names 


ABC’s summer hiatus plans will | 





personalities. 
interview-human 


Kiernan will 
Wednesdays | 
8:30, thereby giving the latter 
an evening showcase to pay off on 
his daytime success. 


into a panel 


will take a hiatus, the web’s plans 
However, if the long- 
hair show goes off for the summer, 
the airer now fed to ABC’s Pacific 
“Rex Maupin 
would be picked up. 


and Central 
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Sleeper in Ala. Station 
Deal Guarantees 106 


In Event of Competition 


Washington, April 18. 

A contract guaranteeing the pur- 
chaser of a radio station $10,000 
in the event AM competition came | 
to the service area within three 
years, was revealed today as the | 
background to a U. S. Court of Ap- | 


| peals case here to prevent a day- | 


time outlet (WFMH) in Cullman, | 


| Ala., from getting an FCC license. | 


Action was brought by the 250) 


| watt fulltime WKUL in Cullman, | 


which came into its present owner- 


{ship under a contract forfeiting | 


$10,000 of the $65.000 sale price if 
a secord station established itself 
within the three-year period. 

Approval! of transfer by the FCC 
a year ago of the no-competition 
contract was apparently inadvert- 
ent, inasmuch as such deals, it is 
understood, may be cause for re- 
vocation proceedings 

The “sleeper” provision in the 
transfer contract was disclosed in 
a reply filed by WFMH through its 
counsel, John Clagett, of Clagett & 
Schilz, to a petition by WKUL eall- 
ing on FCC to stay the operation 
of WFMH until the court. has de- 
cided the case. WKUL claims 
Cullman (population 7,000) cannot 
support two stations and that the 
public would be the loser if | 
WFMH is given a license. The 
Commission refused to set aside 
the WFMH authorization several 
weeks ago in an opinion stating 
that the public interest “strongly 
favors competition” in radio even 
if one station drives another out of 
business. The daytimer is now on 
the air with program tests but has 
not yet been issued its license. 

Contract by which WKUL was 
sold about a year ago by the late 
Judge H. H. Kinney and D. T. Kin- 
ney to Hudson and Alexander Mil- 
lar stipulated that “if another AM 
radio station should be operated in 
Cullman County, Ala., such opera- 
tion would adversely and seriously 
affect the earning power and ¢a- 
pacity and the actual and intrinsic 


_value of the service station WKUL 


would be capable of rendering to 


ithe public.” 


Therefore, the sellers stipulated 





Expanded Web 


Rogers to Start TV Talent 
Series; AM Off for Summer 


Buddy Rogers will start a video 





talent series for ABC-TV next! 


month. Stanza, which will get an 
evening half hour, still undecided, 
will run six weeks. 

Rogers’ “Pick a Date,” heard on 
ABC radio cross-the-board after- 
noons, will bow for a summer 
hiatus after the June 16 broadcast. 
Show’s return is not yet set. the 
web having until Aug. 5 to pick up 
its option. 


Sarnelf-Folsom 


Chicago TV Fete 


Chicago, April 18. 


When RCA prexy Frank M. Fol-! 


som squires David Sarnoff here 
next week, there will be a top 
echelon turnout at the Chicago 
Club for the company board chair- 
man. The occasion is the dedica- 
tion of a permanent television ex- 
hibit which General Sarnoff will 
present to the Museum of Science 
& Industry ‘Rosenwald Museum) 
here on Monday _§ (24). The 
event will be capped by a gala 
cocktailery at the CC the following 
day (Tuesday), at which 500 of the 
top-drawer industrialists, scientists, 
civie workers, officials, show busi- 
ness reps, et al. will be repre- 
sented. 

Folsom is “a Chicago man” in 
that he was formerly merchandis- 
ing executive for Goldblatt Bros. 
department store and later execu- 


| tive veepee of Montgomery Ward 


before Gen. Sarnoff called him into 
the RCA fold. 





NBC Eyes 1950-51 TV Sellout Via 


, Top-Talent Shows 


+ NBC television, eying its pros- 
|pects for next fall and winter, is 
| predicting a major move from red 
| to black ink for 1950-51. While the 
web execs don’t think they'll be 
_able to turn the profit corner that 
‘soon, they are confident that their 
expanded live network, a number 
'of promising house packages built 
around top-name talent and the 
sponsors who have recently inked 
for time will enable them to sell 
out completely, thereby pushing 
NBC to that elusive profit-making 
operation. 

Already lining up shows for 
Fred Allen, Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis, Fibber McGee and Molly 
(Jim and Marion Jordan) and other 
standout performers, the web is 
loading its TV guns to forestall 
any talent raids such as those with 
which CBS took the play away in 
radio during the last two years 
For that reason, the web’s creative 
programming department is work- 
ing overtime to build programs to 
which NBC can retain complete 
control. 

Present plans call for NBC te 
continue its policy of spotting at 
least one top-rated show each 
night, around which the Hooper 
and Nielsen figures can be built 
Thus, Sunday will have its “Phile« 
Playhouse,” Monday its Robert 
Montgomery series, Tuesday Mil- 
ton Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre,” 
etc. Because of the anticipated 
surge of bankrollers, the wek 
hopes to be able to dictate to the 
advertisers the quality of pregrams 
they present and so find room for 
the new shows now building 

Ted Mills, producer of “Garro- 
way at Large,” flew in from Chi- 
cago last wek to huddle with Allen 
on that comedian’s entry into TV 
on a full-scale basis next fall. Al- 
len reportedly was impressed with 
the production imagination shown 
by Mills on the Garroway stanza 
and requested his services. Mar- 
tin and Lewis started a string of 
guest appearances on various NBC™ 
video shows last Saturday night 
(15) via the Jack Carter opus from 
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Arleth Haeberle Gobbles 
Up the Air Time in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, April 18. 
Arleth Haeberle, who ventured 


inte television with some trepida- | 
tion, has become the town's most- | 


aired feminine telecaster. 
A veteran of radio, she moved 
the half-hour show to WTCN-TV 


some time back and soon sponsors | ! 
took another half hour and 15- will emcee a special 30-minute pro- 
gram which will highlight the dedi- 
cation exercises. Show will be car- 
iried from here to 
Show will feature Sharkey and his | 
Dixieland Kings, Papa Celestin and 


minute sectors, giving her an hour 
and a quarter on the air five days 
a week. 


Series starts at 3 p.m. with inter- | 
view show, continues with cooking | - . . seat te 
show at 3:15 p.m., and winds up his original Tuxedo jazz band, the month trip through France, Switz- 


“studios of WDSU will be dedicated | 
with a public 
ceremony. Completion of station's 
center climaxes a 


‘next Monday 
new broadcast 


in November, 
The new studio structure contains 
four AM studios occupying 7,000 
square feet of space and a video 
studio of 6,500 square feet of work- 


which began 


Harry Wismer, ABC sportscaster, 


ABC network. 


number program, discontinued the — 
12-day-old broadcast Saturday 
night (15) at the request of city 
officials, who questioned the legal- 
ity of the show. The announcer 
broadcasts 10 times daily a social 
security number and if the listen- 
er’s own social security tag tallied, 
he was given $100. Since the pro- 
gram was inaugurated April 3, 
only one person had claimed a 
prize. 

Station manager Jack Weldon 
stated that the program would be 
pulled although the station's at-. 
torneys said that it was not illegal. 





Ted Hudes and Bert Lind re- 
turned this week from a _ three- 


with around-the-town session at |Tulane-Newcomb a capella choir of | eriand, Italy and Portugal, collect- | 


3:45 to 4:15 p.m. Other sponsors | 50 voices, the WDSU concert orch 
and other artists. 


are reported interested. 


ing material for a package series | 


eight years ago with its transmit- 
ter on Mt. Mitchell, highest peak 
east of the Mississippi and the 
highest FM transmitter site in the 
country. 

lis studios were in Winston- 
Salem, until slightly more than a 
year ago when they were moved 
to Charlotte. The studios will 
close May 1. 





Ohio FM’er Out 
Springfield, O., April 18. 
WJEM-FM went off the air per- 
manently Thursday (13), marking 
the first FM’er in the Central Ohio 
area to call its quits. It was op- 


erated in conjunction with WJEL, , 


AM 500-watter, and had been func- 


‘tioning three years. 


Dr. D. J. Parsons, owner, offered 
no explanation for folding the sta- 


sof travel shows. tion. 


Will Tape ‘World’ Series 


Leon Levine, CBS public affairs 
chief, left for Europe over the 
weekend on a combined business- 
vacation trip. He’s slated to super- 
vise taping of shows in both Paris 
and Rome, in association with CBS 
correspondents in those cities, fox 
the web’s current “You and the 
World” series, hoping to get inte 
the shows the spirit of the twe 
cities during Holy Year. 

Upon his return, Levine will 
finalize plans for the 600th time 
for “People’s Platform” on radio 
He has scheduled for the event # 
discussion on “How Strong Are 
U. S. Defenses,” and hopes to get 
some of the top military and politi- 
cal analysts in the country to par- 
, ticipate. 
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We tried, all right, but that’s the best we could do—this time. 
Sometimes we get 10 out of 10—sometimes maybe it’s only 8... that’s 
the way it goes. (And the way it’s been going right through 1950 — 


which, being this year, is the only year most people are interested in.) 


BUT THE AUDIENCE DOESN'T COMPLAIN... in fact, CBS programs 
have the largest average audiences in all radio— 32% higher 


nighttime, 29% higher daytime —than the second-place network. 


AND THE STATIONS LIKE IT ALL RIGHT... because CBS stations 


% more than 


are listened to more than those of any other network — 27 
the second-place network — and CBS is the on/y network to show 


a listening increase over 1949. 


AND THE ADVERTISERS DON’T MIND... because they re investing 
more on CBS in 1950 than they did in 1949 —and they re investing 


more on CBS in 1950 than they are on any other network. 


This is The Columbia Broadcasting System in 1950 


...where more of the people listen most of the time 
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Hollywood Influence 


Continued from page 1 








marked first the test of MCA’s con- The 44 Yankee games will be tele-| haye bought time on seven more | 


tract. 


Other arenas have been consid- | 


ering testing pact but have backed 
down at the last minute. Pasadena 
Arena and KLAC-TV were offering 
wrestling at $2,700 weekly but 
backed down when MCA shook its 
finger. Charles Glet, veepee of 
Don Lee television, said last night 
he will have cameras in the Sta- 
dium every Monday night for 15 
weeks (until contract winds) if 
Legion will consent. 

Operators, spokesmaned by Mor- 
rie Cohan, Pasadena arena boss, 
claim they and the wresilers are li- 
censed by the State Athietic Com- 
mission. yroaners, according to 
Gehan, cannot refuse to wrestie In 
any licensed arena. Furthermore. 
wrestlers are now anxious to per- 
form before the video icns because 
they are going to be paid from $50 
to $100 for the appearance where- 
as, previous to the wrestling “ban.” 
they were not reimbursed for their 
TV stints. Promoters are also 
pointing out that MCA’s refusal to 
allow groaners to go before the 
cameras more than twice weekly 
now means the agency is keeping 
them from earning a living. 





Big 10 Bars ‘Live’ Telecasts 

Chicago, April 18. 
The Big 10 athletic conference 
Sunday (16) in an unprecedented 
decision outlawed the telecasting 
of its members’ football games for 
1950. Although members of the 
conference, six of which televised 
contests last year, reported that the 
video sessions did not affect at-| 
tendance, the majority felt that 
this year would show a marked de- 
cline. Decision is not an outright 
ban, for instant viewing, 


except 
and stations will be allowed to 
earry film versions after 6 p.m. 


Sunday. Action also doesn’t affect 
Notre Dame, which had already 
sold its rights for the 1950 season. 


One of the major factors affect- 
laxg the decision was the report 
from the Pacific Coast conference 
that telecasts had cut into gate 
receipts last year from 19% to 
20%. Another factor was the pres- 
sure from small colleges and high 
schools in the same video area, 
which reported that Big 10 contest 
showings has cut into the smaller 
schools’ take greatly. Otterbein, 
small school in Ohio, reported that 
the televising of Ohio State games 
had dropped attendance from 2,000 
to 3,000 per game to a low of 172. 
Similar cases were reported by 
other colleges and universities. 


‘son and have apportioned the day | 


| 


‘PACIFICN’WEST FOAMER | 
PACTS STRONG AIR BREW 


Seattle, April 18. | 





Columbia Brewefies of Tacoma 


vised when the Dodgers are aWay.| stations in the Pacific Northwest 
ee F for their piano and patter team, 
Philly TV Dodging Nite BB. | Rave & oDare ‘cteude ies and | 
Philadelphia, April 18. | Ben Harkins), in one of the biggest | 
Television stations here will duck | single pieces of radio booking here | 
the night baseball games this sea- for some time. 
Raye & O’Dare are now on KJR- 
games among themselves. All three | phere three times a week, and 
stations are cooperating to handle | garted on KREM, Spokane; | 
the Shibe Park games and, as in| KWWB, Walla Walla; KIMA, Ya- | 
past years, the camera crews Of ,ima, and KGA, Portland, Monday | 
WPTZ will make the game pickups | (17), Schedule calls for five times | 
for all three stations. |a week on KREM, three times on | 
George Walsh has been named | the others. 
TV commentator for the Athletics| Beginning April 24 a three- | 
games (American League) and Bill times-a-week run begins on KPQ, | 
Campbell will make the calls for Wenatchee, and KPKW, Pasco, and 
the Phillies (National League). | on KING, Seattle, Saturday (22). 





| 








With the season starting this week, How J. Ryan and Son is the 
no station as yet is scheduled to agency handling. | 
take a night ball game, because | 
of network and other commit- | | 
ments. All three video pacer H ) eye | 
here, however, said it was possible ar | ail 
that certain night games might be e S$ eS 
telecast should programming sched- | 
ules permit. | 
For the second consecutive year, | nl ‘= pree 
the Atlantic Refining Co. and P. |} 
Ballantine and Sons have contract- | ney 4 
ed for the sponsorship of big| Jack O’Brian, who formerly cov- | 
league telecasts here. The spon- ered the entertainment field for the 
sorship will be on an alternating Associated Press and for the past 
basis. N. W. Ayer handled the ac-| year has been a feature writer for 
count. ; the N. Y. Journal-American, is be- 
| ing moved into radio-TV. It marks 
s ithe first time in ‘ere a 
e decade—-since the late ‘“Dinty” 
KDKA Reconsiders; To | Doyle left the J-A aggre Bret 
that the Hearst daily is taking of- 
Carry Locally an Orch | ficial editorial recognition of AM- 


|TV with columnar fare. 


;and TV scripts 


| Seltzer. 
*months airing locally, ABC thinks well enough of Bill Tusher in Holly- 


Heard on Full Network 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 
KDKA thought better at the 
final minute last week about not 
carrying the NBC pickup of Abbey 
Albert’s band from the Terrace 
Room of the William Penn hotel 


‘here, and scheduled it along with 


the rest of the web. Unusual sit- 
uation would have had an orch 
playing right on the scene and 
going out over the entire network, 
but being passed up by the key 
station at the point of origin. 


thermore, the broadcast was an-| 


nounced by a KDKA staffer, Phil 
Cross, and worked by station en- 
gineers. 


Fur- | 


| put the major accent on video, re- 
portedly came on orders from Wil- 
liam Randolph Hearst, Sr. Latter 
jumped aboard the TV editorial 
bandwagon about a year ago when 


Switchover of O’Brian, who will | 


he started opening up the columns | 


of his Baltimore, Chicago and Bos- 
ton dailies (and Sunday editions) 
to TV’s advances, and also lend- 
leased Nick Kenny, of the N. Y. 
Daily Mirror, to help inaugurate a 
radio-TV column in the Los An- 
geles Herald-Express. 


| 





NBC Pacts ‘Pix Musicals’ 


| from Friday the show lost half its audience... 





tee 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Jean Cook, assistant to producers on CBS’ “Young Love,” took Sat. 
urday (15) off to marry Charles Winfield, Prudentiai Ins. rep on the 
Coast....Owen Jordan to play lead on “Big Story” tonight (Wed.)._.. 
ABC program veep Charles (Bud) Barry back from month’s vacation 
in Arizona....Jack Sterling spoke at N. Y. Food Merchants Assn. 
Monday (16)....Hank Sylvern set as musical director for “Adventures 
in History” series being wrapped up by the State Dept.....Bilil Tab- 
bert’s “Main Street Music Hall” off CBS until May 7, when it switches 
to a new Sunday time, 2:30 p.m.....E. C. Bradley has won his veepee 
stripes at Biow and will continue on the Procter & Gamble account... . 
Red Barber to buckle down to his book, “The Catbird Seat,” for 
Doubleday when he finishes his N. Y. Journal-American columnizing 
next month....Fran Carlon, “Big Town” (NBC) star, performed three 
days last weekend in Equity Library Theatre's production of “Lucky 
Sam McCarver”....Tom Collins new to “The Romance of Helen Trent” 
....Earl George added to “Lorenzo Jones”....Al Hodge into “Just 
Plain Bill”....Phil Clarke new “Front Page Farreli” player. 

Alan Stevenson to play lead on Mutual’s “John Steele, Adventurer” 
Sunday....Elmore Jones, WNEW purchasing agent, father of a five- 
pound boy....Kate Smith to guest on Jee Franklin’s “Record Shop” 
(WJZ) tomorrow (Thurs.). Singer and Bing Crosby won popularity poll 
Franklin conducted....Sidney Reznick has a dramatic package, “They 
Came Back,” making the agency rounds....Milton Berle’s daughter 
Vicki and Dorothy and Dick Kollmar’s son Dicky to guest on WOR'’s 
“Junior Celebrities” Sunday (23)....Ralph Paul has had his 1,000th 
honeymoon on WOR’s “Second Honeymoon” .-...Lyon Weir wrote and 
produced “The World Stood Still,” memorial broadcast on WNYC last 
week....Wells Church, CBS news editor, back Monday (17) from three- 
week piscatorial holiday in Florida. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Irving Brecher is in New York to spread his new “samples” before 
the NBC programmers. He left here with a dossier bulging with radio 
...Radio’s gain is the angler’s loss. Jack Johnstone, 
who “between shows” developed a fish hook that hooked ’em for keeps, 
won’t have much time to market his invention. Out of the blue, in one 
week, came two directing assignments—the Dick Powell crime show 
for NBC and Rexall, and “Hollywood Star Playhouse” for Bromo- 
He’s also a panelist on a television charader....After four 
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wood to give him the full chain....Jim Andrews of Maxon around his 
old haunts but keeping an ear to radio and an eye to tele for the com- 
pany’s clients....Nat Wolff pancaked Lloyd Nolan at NBC in a melo 
called “Major North”....Dorothy Dietz, who worked many of the big 
shows, around again after a long siege with a busted gam... .Ted 
Steele and Charlie Herbert are the leading candidates for Diana Bour- 
bon’s job at Ward Wheelock. She's retiring as the agency’s radio 
director to hobnob with the Pasadena coupon-clippers. 

Jill Oppenheim was written into the “One Man's Family” script for 
the fourth time so Carlton Morse must have her in mind as a perma- 
nent....Ken Dolan is packaging a flat-footer with detectives all over 
the country supplying their most exciting cases....Medico ordered 
Frank Graham to slow down, so he turned in his notice on “Jeff Regan, 
Investigator” and the job went to Paul Dubov....NBC flew Jim Flem- 
ing to Hollywood for interviews on “Voices and Events’... ..Sunday is 
not “Favorite Husband's” favorite airing time—not yet. On the move 
Lowell Thomas vaca- 
tioning at Coronado down the coast....Norman Brokenshire’s commer- 
cials for Bromo-Seltzer will be cut in from New York on the “Holly- 


Apparently NBC did some fast | Shorts aS Disk Jockey | 


liaison work with its Pittsburgh out- wood Star Playhouse” series from Hollywood. James Stewart and Brod 
let, upon discovering that KDKA 


° | Crawford have been set for the first two broadcasts....Kraft has ex- 
didn’t intend to carry Albert's first Shows Hypo for Video tended “Gildersleeve” two weeks until June 14, after which Hal Peary 
quarter-hour nor the subsequent) In line with the current empha- | will play several hotel and club dates. 
twice-weekly shots network had sis on daytime and late evening | 
set for him for the duration of his | television programming, NBC this | IN CHICAGO — = 
engagement at Terrace Room. Re-| week took its first step towards the| George Biggers, WLS “National Barn Dance” director, is making 


sult was that the local station; development of disk jockey shows plans for first International Square Dance festival in Chi Stadium Oct. 
quickly came through with an okay | for video. Web pacted for a series 28, sponsored jointly by Prairie Farmer-WLS and Chi Park district... . 


wa WNHC-TV. 


Conference, in abandoning tele, | on all of the Albert shows the web 
is dropping proposals for sponsor- ‘will pick up from the downtown 
ship amounting to about $500,000. | ;o9m. NBC’s Pittsburgh outlet had 
One for a game of the week previously turned them down be- 
amounted to $100,000 for nine cause it carries an enormously pop- 
game rights, and another $125,000 | yiar disk jockey show, 
was offered for another series; this | widniters Club from midnight to 
in addition to the various rights /1 a.m. every morning, and Albert’s 
for the individual schools sale. | network time is 12:30 to 12:45 a.m. 


However, KDKA decided on sec- 





of 100 individual films, titled “Pic 
| Musicals,” 
three-and-a-half minutes 
| which it is leasing 


| shows. 


'by Rudin-TV, Inc. They are simi- 


George Rudnick, Ruthrauff & Ryan, moves from Chi to Cincinnati 


and running two to office as account exec....Hal Tate, back in circulation after a long ill- 

_ each, ness, sold his “Who's 
to affiliate sta- Chi ham radio operators, Joseph Caldwell and David Chapman, 
C )- tions in package form for their | Clinton, Ia., its 
Bill Brant’s possible shaping into visual jockey | ice storm which closed downtown's only radio station, KROS, for 


) P : | several hours....Frank McGivern, WCFL promotion chief, is on three 
Films were lensed in Britain and weeks’ vacation. 


; are being distributed in the U. S. | 


Talking” show to KYW, Philadelphia....Two 
gave 
only contact with outside world last week during the 


Bob Hyland, assistant sales manager at KXOK, St. Louis, for past 
five years, joins WBBM sales staff....Art Selby, NBC staff photog- 


Nix Attempt to Scuttle Big ond thought that the dance music lar in format to the series of | rapher, here this week snapping Chi shows and personalities... .Cele- 
_“Soundies” recently purchased for | bration of WLS’ 26th anniversary was aired on “National Barn Dance” 


of Albert would fit into a platter- 


League Games at Hartford 
Hartford, April 18. 


| 


spinning session easily enough, | TV by Official Films and slated for | Saturday (15). 
| and so as a result is cutting the two | ride on WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, | 1940....WGN also saluted BMI’s 10th anniversary with half-hour 


Show featured top-hit BMI folk songs published since 


Attempts of the Hartford Chiefs, 15-minute sessions each week into and WCBS-TV, N. Y., this summer. | record show of BMI tunes last week....New additions to Chi NBC staff 

| While the “Soundies,” turned out are Robert Norton and Robert Turnwall, building maintenance, and 
| John Stapleton, mail and messenger service... .Roy McLaughlin, WENR 
and used by James Roosevelt and | manager, battling flu bug last week.... WBBM-CBS will again furnish 
Sam Coslow in their coin machines | stations remaining on Standard Time with one-hour delayed service 


socal Eastern League affiliate, to Brant’s program. 
scuttle the TV’ing of major league | 


Same has ‘been | balked, Onis PREP SECOND SERIES 

games local team can control are 

conic tn 'ganes paved by tie | OF SAGEBRUSH TELEPIX 
Ron einuth al Genihs sec- 


loca! club at home. Conflicts are | 
skedded on only five days. J ia 

Protest had been made by Char- | ond series of television films in 
ley Blossfield, president of the June, under tag of “Ghost Towns 
Chiefs, about the televising of °f the West.” Producer will make 
home games of the Brooklyn Dodg- | 13 shorts of 15 minutes, with star 
ers and the New York Yankees by Still to be set. Plan is to wind up 

Blossfield said that ¢tire series during month of 

“the baseball laws give us terri- JUne- 
torial rights in both these fields Ormond already 
for 50 miles from Hartford in all 
directions.” 


However, an interpretation of 
these baseball laws was given to 
Blossfield on Friday by Louis Car- 
roll, general counsel for the Na- 
tional League. Following the in- 
terpretation by Carroll, Blossfield 
said that he would seek to prevent 
the New Haven station from tele-| 
vising baseball on the five days of | 
conflict. 


Baseball sked as set for TV over | 
WNHC-TV calls for the day games 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers and 44 of 
the Stadium games of the New! 
York Yankees. The Dodgers get 





is embarked 


,of Famous Outlaws.” This stars 
| Lash LaRue, who also stars in a 
series of theatrical westerns Or- 
‘mond puts out. He has aiready 
completed six of the first series, 
with seven more to be finished dur- 
ing the next 30 days. ~Ormond 
projects 52 in this series, all of 
| 15-minute length, 








Cleveland Climbing 
Cleveland, April 18. 
This area’s total television set 
number has climbed over the 200,- 
000 mark. 
March sales of 23,795 sent the 
overall figure climbing to 200,269, 


originally by Mills Novelty Co. 


centrated mostly on pop tunes, the 


| 
| “Musicals” include both classical 


/and popular numbers, which have | tion of Bernard Miller. 


| been given full production back- 
| grounds. 

Since they were filmed in Eng- 
land, the NBC pictures are not sub- 
, ject to the American Federation of 

Musicians’ ban on the use of music 
on TV film. Web is working out a 
| special pricing arrangement for 
_the group for the benefit of its 


upon his first series, titled “Tales | affiliates, through which the sta- | 


' tions will get a discount on repeat 
| uses. 


Twin City’s WDGY to Air 
Big League Ball 1st Time 


Minneapolis, April 18. 
For the first time a Twin City 








day,” play by play, in competition 
, with the broadcasts and television 


| American Assn. contests. 


| Each day the American League. 
Mondays | 


“game of the day,” 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


| tele package productions. 


; witl will 
|of ‘the Minneapolis and St. Paul | 


precedence over the Yankees in the 
telecasts. 


Thus if the Dodgers and | 


with the expectation that April’s | through Saturdays, will go on the 
baseball season opening will see | air by remote control, with Twin 


/my Mack, Grace Delier, 


Yankees both are at home, the the current month reach a new 
Dodgers’ games will be telecast. | all-time high in sales, 


during the early war years, con- | Via special lines when daylight saving time goes into effect April 30 


....Ed Fitz is new radio and TV director at W. E. Long agency. 

Art Lenich is new station manager of WMOR, following resigna- 
Joe Rossiter and Jay Trompeter are FM’er's 
new program directors. Fran Goldstein, chief engineer, and Walter 
Childress, assistant engineer, are retaining posts.... Billy Leach, bari- 
tone, begins his fifth year at WBBM....ABC’s Central Division pro- 
motion department under direction of Dean Linger has nine program 
entries in annual Chi Federated Advertising Clubs radio advertising 


VIDEO SMELLS SWEET TO 
ROSE GROWING OUTETT 


Jackson & Perkins, one of the 
largest rose growers in the coun- 
_try, is expanding its television ac- 
tivities, through the Huber Hoge 
' agency. Outfit, which found that 
First of series will be “Bowery | its higher-priced offerings were 





‘Bowery Music Hall’ Series 
Set as WOR-TV Sustainer 


With vaude outlets becoming 
fewer and fewer, Jack Linder 
agency, which had been booking 
indie vaude stands, is veering to 





radio station, WDGY, will broad-| Musie Hall,” which Linder is set-| not sold effectively via AM, reports 
cast big league baseball games, the | ting for a sustainer ride on WOR-| that TV is pulling as well as print- 
American League “game of the! TV on a 13-week deal, with possi-|ed media, dollar for dollar, and 


ble sponsor being lined up. Format | will probably use network video 
be a yesteryear harkback. during the next rese season, which 


Cast will include Martha King,/ will start in August and run 
_Jack Waller, Merry Larks, Burton through November. 
and Janet, Gwen Omeonk, Harra Nursery company has used 


and Andrews, Rosalie Alter, Tom-| WNBT, N. Y., on Sunday mornings 
Frank | and evenings, with its own garden 
Small and a six-gal line. Leo Sands show, and is skedding it for the 


| City Federal Savings & Loan spon-| will script the series, with Linder rest of the month in evening spots 


soring, 


idirecting and producing. 


{on WCBS-TV and WNBT. 
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Appointment of Dick Pack as program director of WNEW, N. Y., 
vice Ted Cott, who takes over as manager of WNBC and WNBT, N. Y., 
tomorrow (20), points up a movement of publicity men into program- 
ming posts. At CBS Irving Mansfield, Jerry Danzig and Lester Gott- 
lieb are ex-flacks, latter two also hailing from WOR where Pack was 
publicity director from 1941-47. Pack, who has been in local radio for 
18 years, will continue the basic music-and-news formula which WNEW 
general manager Bernice Judis has used for the past 16 years. Within 
that pattern, which has made WNEW the country’s top-grossing indie, 
he will explore new programming perspectives. 

In addition to handling publicity chores, Pack had been special events 
director of WNEW. He is an instructor at New York U.’s radio work- 
shop and has written books on radio and television. 





Recent move of “The Falcon” from MBS to NBC involved plenty of 
legal wrangling and finally required the whodunit’s packager, Bernard 
Schubert, to give a check (for a reported $20,000) to Mutual. During 
its 13-week run for Anahist (a seasonal bankroller) on Mutual, the low- 
cost stanza got a hefty 9.2 Hooper. When NBC put in a bid for “Fal- 
eon,” Schubert advised MBS he was moving the package since, accord- 
ing to his interpretation of the contract, the web’s 28-day option to re- 
seli the show had expired. MBS, however, regarded the option as good 
for 60 days and the legal debate was on. 

Matter was finally settled when Schubert proposed a cash settlement. 
which Mutual accepted. 

WMG\M, N. Y., has published the third of its manuals on “Care and 
Protection of Dodger Fans’’—this one for the femme rooter. Tome 
advises gals to wear loose clothing, dispense with constricting corsets 
and dangerous hatpins. Purpose of the manual is to make attending a 
game or enjoying it via AM or TV a safer proposition. 





Associated Program Service has launched a series of program mer- 
chandising aids for its subscribers. Plan provides (1) “Show Sellers,” 
12-page presentations to help salesmen; (2) “Show Promoter,” a port- 
folio of mats, photos, releases and ad layouts for each stanza; and (3) 
“Program Manual,” a monthly publication in three sections to give 
outlets useful material on programs, merchanding and promotion- 
publicity. 


Catholic Conference 


Key personnel from radio and 
television will be among the prin- 
cipal speakers during the one-day 
conference of the Catholic Broad- 
casters Assn. Saturday, April 29, at 
Catholic U., Washington. 

The morning session will feature 
a woikshop on television under the 
direction of Robert Cochrane, pro- 
gram director of WMAR-TV, Bal- 
timore. 
rector of public affairs and educa- 
tion for CBS, will be the main 





Midwest Juve Choir To 
yet Full Web Airing 
Lansing, Mich., April 18. 

A midwest tradition, Lansing’s 

Juvenile Choir, composed of 300 

children of Oldsmobile and Fisher 

Body employees, will be heard 

Sunday (23) over WXYZ, Detroit, 

and the ABC network, in the first 

broadcast of a new series. Sub- 
sequent broadcasts in the series, 
sponsored by General Motors, will 
be heard only on WJIM, Lansing. 

A varied program of music, from 
classic to modern, will be per- 
formed on the first and succeeding | speaker of a panel on problems of 
broadcasts. Members of the choir religious broadcasting, scheduled 
range in age from eight to 15 years. | for the midafternoon. 


Dr. George Carruthers, di- | 


M-G-M Radio Attractions~ will 
spend $500,000 on its second 26- 
iweek cycle of eight programs, 


| Bertram Lebhar, Jr., head of the | 


| transcription outfit and director of 
| WMGM, N., Y., announced this 
|week. First cycle, now being aired 
‘on more than 200 stations in the 
U. S. and Canada, also 
$500,000. 

The eight airers—‘MGM The- 
atre of the Ajr,” “Hollywood, 
U.S.A.,” “Good News from Holly- 
wood,” “At Home with Lionel ‘Bar- 
rymore,” “Crime Does Not Pay,” 
“Story of Dr. Kildare,” ‘Adven- 
tures of Maisie” and “Hardy Fam- 
ily’—originally were designed for 
WMG\M, subsidiary of Loew’s, Inc.., 
but then were offered for local 
sponsorship by other outlets. Music 
Corp. of America is handling the 
sales. Lebhar said that Radio At- 
tractions is planned to add more 
of Metro’s stars and properties, as 
well as other shows to the series. 


Coast White Collarites 


Seeking Mediation In 
Impasse With CBS Web 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Appointment of a state or fed- 
eral mediator is being sought by 
Local 174, Office Employees Inter- 
national Union, as a result of 
reaching an impasse in negotia- 
tions with CBS. 

Union announced that after ne- 
gotiations continued at various 
times since the first of the year, 
an impasse was reached when the 
network refused to discuss wage 
proposals until after working con- 
ditions had been agreed upon. Pact 
talks cover 100-plus employees at 
CBS here, and union is driving for 
Wage increases varying between $5 
and $8 a week to bring scales up to 





figures comparable to other pay | 


rates for white collarites. 





Wichita Falls, Tex.—Eddie Ed- 
wards, for more than 20 years as- 
sociated with KMBC, Kansas City, 
resigned April 1, and is now with 
|KWFT, Wichita Falls, Tex. 


cost | 


{educational programs for use 


States to Carry Cardinal Games 


St. Louis, April 18. 





CBS’ AM-TV Audiences 


To Get Derby, Preakness: 


i 


CBS radio and television audi- | 
ences will get both the Kentucky | 
Derby and Preakness next month. | 
Web will air the Derby from) 
Churchill Downs on its AM chain 
May 6. but because of the lack of 
TV cable facilities to Louisville, 
will be forced to show the race on 
film to video fans the fellowing 
night, where a 15-minute show will 
be aired at 10:30 p.m. Derby is to 
be televised locally in Louisville 
by WAVE-TV. 

Preakness, to be run at the 
Laurel track near Baltimore, is 
scheduled for May 20 and will be 
given a simulcast ride by CBS. 
Clem McCarthy will call both races, 
with Gillette Safety Razor spon- 
soring through the Maxon agency. 
Belmont Stakes, third event in rac- 
ing’s annual Triple Crown, is to 
be aired on both radio and TV this 
vear by NBC, 





Toledo School FM’er Set 
To Air Plays Evenings 
Toledo, April 18. 
First regularly scheduled eve- 
ning program to be broadcast by 
the Toledo Board of Education’s 
station, WTDS-FM, wilb be heard 
each Friday at 7 p. m., beginning | 
April 21, when the school station | 
will air a series of full-length re-| 
corded versions of great plays | 
through a special arrangement with 
the British Broadcasting Corp. 
Primarily, the station broadcasts | 
in 
Toledo schools, and provides a me- | 
dium for training of students in| 
radio writing and _ production. 
Hitherto, the station was on the 
air on schooldays and only during 
school hours. 


nals, 
‘hookup originating at WIL here, 


The largest baseball web in the 
U. S. (75 stations in 10 Mississippi 
Valley states) has been lined up by 
Ruthrauff & Ryan for the broad- 
easting of the play-by-play of all 
Cardinal games during the current 
season. Number of stations carry- 
ing baseball represents an increase 
of 15 over last year. 

Fred Saigh, prexy of the Cardi- 
who announced the huge 


also stated that all games will be 


i“live” broadcast, with Harry Caray 
}and Charles “Gabby” Street doing 


the mike work. Caray calls the 
play-by-play stuff and Street the 
analysis. The gabbers will travek 
with the team throughout the sea- 
son. 

Last vear, except for the tail end 
of the season, when the Cardinals 
were making a desperate fight to 
capture the 1949 flag, the out-of- 
town contests were aired via West- 
ern Union ticker service. Saigh 
also said that because KSD, owned 
and operated by the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch, is the only TV station 
here, games of the Cardinals will 
be televised only at such times as 
the station’s commercial commit- 
ments permit. 

Because’ the 


chances of the 


} 
|Browns being among the contend- 


ers for the American League pen- 
nant this season are hone too 
bright, the management of the club 
has not yet announced its radio and 
television plans, 





Iowa Station Gutted 
By Fire; 50-75G Loss 
Des Moines, April 18. 

Station KICD, Spencer, la., was 
gutted by fire early Easter morning 
with estimated damage of between 
$50,000 and $75,000, covered by 
about $55,000 insurance. Origin of 
the fire isn’t known. 

Station went back on the air at 
6 a.m, (10), after a 250-watt trans- 
mitter made by the Collins Radi¢ 
Co., at Cedar Rapids, was rushed 
to Spencer Sunday (9). 
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WDSU (AM-TV-FM) celebrates the opening of its new administr 
ABC Network station and hear “DIXIE JAMBAKE", a half hour of star-studded, Southern surprises—9:30 to 10 P.M. (EST)—April 24th. 


ative and studio facilities on Monday, April 24th. Dial your favorite 


[For New York—WJZ—10:30 to 11 P.M. (EST)] 
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form policy covering violators of 
federal laws other than the Com- 
munications Act. Previously, briefs 
on the question had been submit- 
ted by Paramount, Fox, Warners, 
Loew’s, Schine Theatres Chain, 
Westinghouse radio stations, Yan 
kee Network, and NAB. 


Situation facing the Commission 
in granting radio licenses, the de- 
partment said, “is entirely differ- 
ent from that which characterizes 
most industries, even regulated 
ones, in which there are usually no 
technological or similar barriers to 
as many entering the field as may 
choose. In such circumstances, the 
traditional philosophy of our free 
enterprise system is that any per- 
son should be free to enter the 
field of his choosing. 

“In the radio field, in which onlyj 
a limited number of licenses can 
be granted, it is essential that the 
Commission exercise great care to 
assure that they be awarded to 
those who will make the best use 
of them in the public interest.” 


Pix Violators in Mind? 


Department’s memo does not spe- 
cifically mention motion picture 
violators, but may have had in 
mind the question of picture com- 
panies owning video stations, as in- 
dicated in the following: 

“The possession of a license to 
operate a broadcasting statiom car- 
ries with it greayt economic power, 
a power that may be capable of be- 
ing used to the detriment of given 
members of our economic society 
if the operator is so inclined. The 
operator of a radio station may 
not only be in a position to com- 

ete unfairly against other vehicles 
for advertising, but to prefer cer- 
tain businesses to the disadvan- 
tages of their competitors by dis- 
criminatory advertising practices, 
to use their radio facilities to ad- 
vance their own competitive posi- 
tion in fields unrelated to commu- 
nications, and in various other 
ways so to act as to frustrate and 
obstruct the objectives of the Com- 
munications Act.” 


Department said the Commission 
“should draw no distinction be- 


Okays Schiff 


Continued from page 25 








| inate So 


tween criminal and civil actions as 
such. While the bringing of a 
criminal case may sometimes indi- 
cate a more flagrant and wilfull dis- 
regard of the anti-trust laws than 
does the filing of a civil complaint, 
so many factors enter into deter- 
mination of the type of action to be 
brought, fhat whether the suit was 
civil or criminal has little rela- 
tionship to the question whether 
the defendant’s actions were in de- 
liberate disregard of the anti-trust 
laws or whether his violation was 
flagrant or persistent.” 














~ Cubans Threaten 
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breaking.” Cubans retort. how- 
ever, that the pact had already 
ended and was no longer binding, 
and that they had not increased 
the number of stations between 
‘87 and °49, while U. S. stations 
mushroomed from 700 to 2,000. 

At Montreal last fall, after 
months of negotiation, an agree- 
ment. (Document 189) was reached 
between the two countries, but the 
U. S. industry refused to accept 
the deal worked out by the govern- 
ment reps, the Cubans claim. Con- 
sequently, another meeting be- 
tween the two countries was held 
in Havana in February. This time 
representatives of the U. S. indus- 
try were tougher. But moderate 
elements of the Cuban group, rep- 
ping the older networks and sta- 
tions, got the Cuban delegation to 
buy the deal. 

The U. S. then drew up the tech- | 
nical specifications, but what an- 
gers the Cubans is that these “are 
practically like our death war- 
rant.” Even the moderates are up 
in arms at what they term a “dou- 
ble standard in which we have to} 
do everything to protect the U. S. 


and they give us no protection at | part owner of WTWA, Thompson, | 


an.” 
What the Cubans want is the) 


right to beam on five or six of the} 
i U. S.’s clear channels, using direc- 


tional antenna to protect the Yank 
outlets. They claim that such op- 
SS 
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He had it recorded 
We'll tell you where... 





You will sleep easily, too, once you've 
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ular Editing and Recording Problem. 





Had a show 
To put on the air 


He had it recorded : 
We know not where 
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| eration would not interfere with 
| American radio and add that the 
U. &. has a “dog in the manger” 
attitude. “While the U. S. hasn’t 
| boasted any of its clear channel 


lusing them fully,” the Cubans 
| gripe, “they won't let anyone else 
i}in on them.” 


Inside Television 


Bob Hope’s television debut via NBC Easter Sunday (9) drew a 49.4 
stations beyond 50 kw and isn’t) fooperating in the web’s four owned-and-operated market areas. If 


} 


the show, which was one of a series of five holiday one-shots to star 
The Americans, of | the comedian this year, were to be ranked with the regularly-scheduled 


‘course, counter that the Cuban de-| video shows, it would be in second place, behind only Milton Berle’s 


mands would hurt’ their 50 kw 
broadcasters and that in authoriz- 
ing 23 new outlets the Latinos are 
‘already disrupting the U. S. broad- 
casting picture, particularly in the 
southern states. 














Coy Lets 
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culated to make the radio boys 
happy. They took comfort in his 
statistics, all of which pointed to 
his conclusion that video has yet 
to make a significant dent in AM 
revenues They rejoiced in his 
comment that TV in reality ap- 
pears to be attracting new sources 
of revenue, either from increased 
ad expenditures or from 
previously spent in other media. 
Coy said his figures “show that 
TV is still largely supported by its 
parent, AM, but they also shew 
that TV is beginning to grow up— 
and is starting to look hopefully 
toward the day when .it will be in- 


dependent of the old man. In fact, | 
| protection.” 


it is already starting to show off, 
starting to smoke, to stay out late 
and even use naughty words.” 


NAB: Nothing About 


Continued from page 23 Saaeeu 





























| agenda, for one thing, wasn’t con- 
| sidered 


particularly significant 
since it showed little of the “bread- 
and butter’ hard-facts-of-life dis- 
cussicn on tap. 

Edgar Kobak, the former Mutual 


|prexy and now a member of the 


incoming NAB board of directors 
representing small stations (he’s 


Ga.), provided one of the “zingy” 
elements when, at Sunday’s (16) 


[rebuked the convention master- 
| minders, albeit mildly, for skirting 
| anything suggesting controversy. 
| (See separate story.) It remained 
| for Kobak to exhort the broadcast- 
/ers to sell radio “big’”’ rather than 
| “short” (an issue many felt should 
have gotten top billing on the con- 


ally got the go-by). Kobak pleaded 
with the broadcasters not to be 
stampeded by rate pressure blocks, 
arguing that it’s still the cheapest 
advertising buy of all media. 
“Rates, if anything,” said Kobak, 
“have been too low. Don’t be 
priced downward so that you can 
go out of business.” 


MBS Love-Fest 


Continued from page 28 


|and Thomas F. O'Neil, of Yankee 
Network, Boston, as vice chairman. 

Other officers of Mutual re- 
elected were A. N. Hult, veepee in 
charge of sales; William H. Fine- 
shriber, Jr., veepee in charge of 
programs; A. A. Schechter, v.p. in 
charge of ‘news, special events and 
publicity; Robert Schmid, veepee 
in charge of advertising, research 
and promotion; E. M. Johnson, v.p. 
in charge of station relations and 
engineering; James E. Wallen, 
treasurer, controller and _ asst. 
secretary; and Elbert M. Antrin, as 
secretary. 


Other Mutual directors reelected 
were J. R. Poppele, WOR, New 
York; Linus Travers, Yankee Net- 
work; Benedict Gimbel, Jr., WIP, 
Philadelphia; Frank Schreiber, 
Chicago; Lewis Allen Weiss and 
Willet H. Brown, of Don Lee, 
Hollywood; J. E. Campeau, CKLW, 
Detroit, and H. K. Carpenter, 
WHK, Cleveland. 




















Fort Worth Gets ‘Parade’ 


Of Varied Native Dances 


Fort Worth, April 18. 
“Dance Parade,” featuring Mary 
Parker, former Broadway and Hol- 
lywood actress, has made its debut 
here on WBAP-TV and will be 
heard for a half hour each Friday. 
Format of program is built around 
the native dancers of all coun- 
tries and the complete cast is cos- 
tumed according to the country be- 
ing featured. Staff orchestra pro- 
| Vides the musical background. 
| Telecast is sponsored by Strom- 
_berg-Carlson and Gibson Electrie, 
j through Rogers-Leche-Wickman. 





money | 
| difficult to understand “why AM 


Independents Day observance, he} 


vention agenda, whereas it virtu- | 


| “Texaco Star Theatre.” 


| 
j 


Most recent network Hoopers showed Berle 
|tops with 65.4 and Arthur Godfrey (CBS-TV) second with 48.2. Total 


'competition to the Hope program, which was aired from 5:30 to 7 p.m, 


' pulled a cOmbined rating of 6.6. 
| On the basis of a special rating, 


based on 1,800 Hooper calls to TV 


homes in N. Y., Chicago, Cleveland and Washington, Hope’s show had 
a 44.5 for the first half-hour; 50.5 from 6 to 6:30, and 53.3 from 6:30 to 


7, for the average 49.4. Program 


also showed a standout sets-in-use 


figure of 88.2 average for the hour-and-a-half and a 56% set-in-use 


total. Also of interest is the fact 
of five viewers per set, as compa 
per set. 


that the show recorded an average 
red to the standard of about four 





National Assn. of Radio Station Representatives has written Howard 


J. Morgens, ad veepee of Procter & 
attempt to get a three-year freeze 
vidpix. 
Radio Executives Club, in which h 
rates and circulation climbed. St 


NARSR letter was apropos Morgens’ recent 


Gamble, protesting the soap outfits 
on TV time rates for its “Beulah” 
speech at the 
e foresaw lowered AM rates as TV 
ation rep organization said it was 
rates must be adjusted in certain 


instances to audience changes, while at the same time you ask that 


TV rates be held to a low bracket t 
adjusted for changes in audience. 


” 


hat prevents their being adequately 
Citing the telecasters’ accumula- 


tion of red ink, NARSR topper Tom Flanagan said, “I hope ABC will 


show you ‘the telegrams and letter 


*s they are receiving from stations 


in protest against this attempt of a preferential and discriminatory 


three-year freeze as against an 


industry 26-weeks custom of rate 


There are ground tremers indicating a possibility of a flareup be- 
tween the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) and 
the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) over 


KTTV, Hollywood. 
over the production staff at KTTV 
the National Labor 
Studios is liable to be grounds for t 


Relations Boar 


Though the IB has certification of jurisdiction 


following a recent election held by 
d, the station’s move into Nassour 
he questioning of that certification. 


Production men working in the studio are members of the IA. Because 
of this, union feels that KTTV’s move to a motion picture studio should 


bring its production personnel into 


| 


the IA jurisdiction. 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX is continuing with its surge of new sponsors 
this month, having signed 24 advertisers during the first two weeks of 


April. 


If the present rate continues, WPIX will exceed its peak record 


established in March, when it inked 47 advertisers, double the total for 


March the preceding year. 


New bankrollers include Winston TV Stores, for “Batter Up,” half 


| also film oldies three times weekly; 


| 
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CBS Ready 


Continued from page 3! game! 





| board member, Stanton admitted 
that CBS favored 525 line defini- 
tion for black and white video in 
1941. He added, however, that 
| geometric resolution of 525 lines 
over 405 line color is not appreci- 
ated by the eye. 


Stanton said the $4,200,000 


| which CBS had spent up to 1947 


to develop color will be “a drop 


in the bucket” compared with the 
| increased earnings color would 
make possible in television. 


Under further questioning, he 
said that advertisers have shown 


interest in sponsoring color pro- 
grams but that CBS was prepared 
to put color programs on the net- 
_ work. There’s plenty of evidence, 
ihe said, that color would mean 
|more set sales, increased advertis- 
| ing impact and more profitable sta- 
tion operations. He said it will 
cost the broadcaster little more to 
use color under the CBS system. 








San Antonio—Bud Whaley, for- 
mer announcer and disk jockey 
for KMAC, has forsaken radio for 
TV and has joined the staff of 


‘hour telephone quiz game preceding all home games of the N. Y. 
Giants; Red Cross Shoes, for “Sunday Night All-Star Theatre,” 
of feature film oldies; Shop-By-Television, for “Night Owl Theatre,” 


series 


Hudson Dealers for Saturday night 


boxing, and Sunset Appliance Stores for Tuesday night wrestling. 
Other sponsors are for spot commercials. 





> 


TELEVISION 


KAY KYSER—NBC-TV 
"Silver Dollar" 


on RCA VICTOR 





$150. FOR 1 MINUTE 
TV FILM COMMERCIAL 


TV ADVERTISING 


FILM FOR LOW 
BUDGET ACCOUNTS 


FILMACK 








KEYL as announcer and m.c. 





1333 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 











AGAIN T0 


MAY 8 (WK.) COVEN 





THIRD TIME IN TWO YEARS 


| VIC HYDE 


“Honorary Mayor of Niles, Michigan" 
MAY 1 (WK.) MANCHESTER, HIPPODROME 


MAY 22 (WK.) CHISWICK, EMPIRE 
MAY 29 (3 Weeks) 


LONDON, PALLADIUM 


Management: HARRY FOSTER AGENCY, London 


ENGLAND! 


TRY, HIPPODROME 
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Tele Chatter 





New York 


Nat B. Eisenberg “has joined 
staff of Weiss & Geller to direct 
“Clubhouse Quiz” following Dod- 
ger games on WOR-TV.... An- 
thony Azzato upped to director of 





| of Shows” Saturda y (29), 


He 
guested several weeks ago. 








Chicago 

Howard Reilly and Walter Gross, 
iTV directors of J. Walter Thomp- 
/son’s New York and Detroit of- 


film programs for WPIX and Ber-)fices respectively, in town last 


nard Covit, 
added to the indie’s sales staff. . 
Charles J. Cresswell 
controller for NBC-TV, 


Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co... . 
WJZ-TV has started a new series, 
“The Home Gardener,” with Phil 


Alampi. Goldfarb Seed Stores, 


Jackson & Perkins Co. 
field, Williams, Ine. will sponsor. 


Arnold Horwitt to aid Mel Dia- 


mond in scripting CBS-TV’s 
“Joey Faye Frolics.” . . Morey 


Amsterdam starts his second year 


on DuMont’s “Silver Swan Cafe” 
tomorrow (Thurs.). . .. Some of 
the major video webs are bidding 
for Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr,’s 
travelog films. He’s also being 
sought for a weekly travel stanza 
on the Coast. . .. Ed Fitzgerald, 
of the WJZ breakfast team, get- 
ting offers to play dramatic parts 
following his second appearance 
on CBS-TV’s “Mama” in the role 
of Mr. Kelso. Jose Ferrer 
planes in from the Coast Sunday 
(23) for a repeat guestar per- 
formance on NBC's “Your Show 


























In 1925 the first motion pic- 

ture film was successfully 

transmitted by a television 
signal, 


* 
Blair-TV Inc. was the first 
exclusive representative of 
television stations. The first 
company to recognize and 
act on the television sta- 
tions’ real need for hard 
hitting, single minded, ex- 
clusive representation, 


~a 








ex-MBS, has been 


and Gar- 


| TV, 


television. Dunne will continue 
‘|with his “Love and Kisses” pro- 
gram and also be _ slotted in 


| week muiling Ford fall tele plans 
| with Chi exees ... New supervis- 


Meee] ing director at WTMJ-TV, Milwau- 
appointed | kee, is Colby Lewis, up from di- 
leaving Tecting staff... Effective Monday 


(17) WENR-TV started its Monday- 
|thru-Friday programming 15 min- 
utes earlier at 6 p.m.... } vorman 
Ross, who made an _ unheralded 
debut before WNBQ cameras last 
|month, now has a regular twice- 
, weekly quarter-hour stint. Lyn 
|King is directing the series ... 
| Elliott Paint & Varnish Co. has 
| appointed Olian Advertising Co. to 
|handle its billings, with plans to 
use video in new campaign 

| Pat Flanagan, WENR-TV sports- 


dancing and cabaret acts ... Jill 
Balcon, daughter of Ealing studios’ 
chief, Sir Michael Balcon, and 
Marius Goring topped the cast of 
“Promise of Tomorrow” specially 
written for TV by producer 
Michael Barry which was aired last 
Sunday (16) and will be repeated 
tomorrow (26). Cast included two 
TV newcomers, Jane Cotton and 
Richard Bebb, as well as Alan 
Wheatley, John Laurie, Jack Allen 
and Mollie Weir ... Jack Carring- 
ton will be commentator for the 
finals of the “Daily Mirror” na- 
tional table tennis tournament 
from the Albert Hall next Tuesday 
. .. Sir Paul Dukes will give an- 


en 















other display of Yoga Saturday 
and will also be on the air May 20 | 
and June 3. | 





'BRECHER’S HUDDLE WITH 


NBC BRASS ON ‘RILEY’: 





t 


| Riley” next season. Coincidentally, 


Irving Brecher is in Gotham for | 
talks with NBC brass on radio and | 
television plans for “The Life of 


William Bendix (who stars in the 
AM version) is in New York for 





|easter, to address Chi Kiwanis 
| Club tomorrow (20) . . . Bill Bala- 
ban, WBKB’s remote director back 
from Coast vacation, is directing | 
“Follow the Fun”... Motorola, | 
Inc., has put a new 14-inch rec-| 
tangular tube tele set on market. | 

Dr. Ralph Bunche interviewed | 
|last week by Clifton Utley on his 
“NBC Newsroom” .. . Robert H. 
Moody, general manager of WHIO- 
’, Dayton, announces the ap- 
|pointment of Geo. P. Hollingbery 
Co. as station rep... June Dunne 
is Sterling (Red) Quinlan’s new 
secretary at WBKB ... Kukla, of 
NBC’s, “Kukla, Fran and Ollie,” 
becomes a full-fledged member of 
Chi Actor’s Club Friday (21)... 
Grover J. Allen, formerly stage 
manager of ABC-TV’s Chi tele de- 
partment, moves up to a director 
slot WBKB $sstarts’ Friday 
night harness racing telecasts from 
Maywood Park, May 15... Don 
Ruhman is new program assistant 
at WENR-TV ... Harold A. Smith, 
WNBQ promotion manager, gets 
credit for a new promotion stunt 
plugging station’s sports telecast, 
“Today's Ball Game.” During first 
Sunday home games of Soxs and 
Cubs, a plane tewing a 250-foot 
banner plugging the show will fly 
above the parks . . . Linn Burton 
will emcee WBKB’s “What’s the 
Score?” 15-minute remote from 
Wrigley Field preceding Cubs 
telecast . . . Trustees of Majestic 
Radio and TV Corp., filed $6,054.- 
939 damage suit against Fairchild 
Engine and Airplane Co., claiming 
delivery of defective cabinets had 
sped Majestic toward bankruptcy. 


Hollywood 


J. N. Ceazan company will pick 
up the tab on “‘Mysteries of China- 
town,” starting April 25. Show 
airs over KECA-TV ... David 
Fred and Thomas Milana will hit 
the road for TeeVee Films to set | 
up distribution for firm’s pro-| 
grams ...KTTV has been given 
franchise for handling “Miss LA” 
for — America pageant... 
John McGuire has been added to 
the cast of “The Adventures of 
Otis Beagle” being kinnied at 
KNBH April 19... Sees Candy 
has inked a 13-week contract for 
KTLA’s “Yer Ole Buddy.” Show, 
emceed by Bud Stefan, goes for 
$375 for 15 minutes . .. KTTV has 
leased 21 film serials and 48 car- 
toons for beaming over the station. 

Bob Moon and Ray Erlenborn 
have been set to assist Peter 








Potter on his KTSL television pro- 
gram, starting May 15...KTLA’s 
“Cowboy Thrills” tab will be 
picked up by Winckler and Smith 
Citrus products, starting April 29 
. - . Steve Dunne has been inked | 
to a five-year pact by Don Lee 


KTSL’s forthcoming “Ace Mace, 
Private Eye.” ... Al Buffington’s 
“Quiz of Two, Cities’ bows off 
KLAC-TV and KFMB, San Diego, 
after 10 weeks ... “You Be the 
Jury” is back on the air—this time 
over KFI-TV and sponsored by 





Wong's Frozen Food . Elbert 
NTG program. 


London 

First edition of the TV chili- 
dren’s newsreel next Sunday (23) 
will also mark the inauguration of 
the service from the newly-ac- 
quired Lime Grove studios, Shep- 
herds Bush. Donald Smith is pro- 
ducer and Mary Malcolm and 
Stephen Grenfel the commenta- 
tors . .. New TV series written 
by Ted Kavanagh and Carey Ed- 
wards, with Michael Mills as pro- 
ducer, will be launched next Mon- 
day (24) under the title “Such Is 
Life,” with Bobby Howes starring. 
Series is described as a _ light- 











hearted documentary with singing, 


Walker is set to produce KTSL’s | 








a couple of guest shots. 

He was skedded for an appear- 
ance on NBC-TV’s “Texaco Star | 
Theatre” last night (Tues.) and 
will be on the Perry Como show on 
the web Sunday (23). | 











Engineers 


La Continued from page 30 

















show and not merely in equipment | 
performance, saying tele is show 
business and the engineer “is up to 
his neck in it.” 

AM’s Competition 

TV’s impact was further under- 
scored by Richard P. Doherty, di- 
rector of NAB’s department of em- 
ployee-employer relations. He told | 
engineers they must constantly 
study their labor costs because of | 
the keen competition radio stations | 
are facing today. 

The final Saturday session, bring- 
ing together FCC and industry rep- 
resentatives, failed to produce the 
expected fireworks as panel chair- 
man Stuart Bailey, of Jansky and 
Bailey, Washington, ruled out dis- 
cussions of the “freeze” and color 
TV. With these phases of the video 
problem ruled out, discussions 
from the floor centered on FM. 
John H. DeWitt, WSM, Nashville, 
asked point blank for industry and 
FCC opinion on the probable life 
of FM. Panel members ducked the 
question. Transit radio and store- 
casting were suggested as possible | 
money-makers for FM’ers, but it | 
was brought ou that FCC rulings 
on the legality of this type of trans- 
mission may come too late to save 
many hard-pressed FM stations. 

Justin Miller, NAB prexy, de 
livered a. brief address of welcome 
to the 300 engineers attending 
Jack Poppele, WOR chief engineer 
and member of the NAB engineer- 
ing executive committee, presided 
at the Thursday a.m. session. Neal 
McNaughten, director of the NAB 
engineering department, chaired 
the Thursday luncheon meeting. 
Afternoon panel was headed by 
Oscar C. Hirsch, KFVS, Cape Gir- 
ardeau, Mo. John H. DeWitt, WSM, 
Nashville, presided over Friday 
a.m. panel, with A. James Ebel, 
WMBD, Peoria, chairing the lunch- 
eon session. Afternoon panel was 
headed by K. W. Pyle, KFBI, 
Wichita. 

















NBC Eyes | 


Continued from page 35 





performers for TV programs to be 
lensed on film for next season. 
Web also is planning at least one 
big musical stanza, to be produced 
by Danny Dare, former film pro- 
ducer who joined the NBC staff 
several weeks ago. 

NBC's live network, at present 
comprising 25 stations, will be) 
boosted to 41 by the time the new 
season starts through extension of 
the coaxial cable to new cities. 
Many of the stations in these cities 
are affiliated with NBC’s primary 
radio affiliates, which will give the 
web first call on them. That in 
itself, the web believes, will give 
it an advantage over CBS and! 
other competing networks. 

Web execs point to the way they | 





|have recaptured the lead in the| 
| Hooper race recently as an indica- | 
ition of how they will fare next) 


year. Where CBS consistently out- 
numbered NBC in the top 10 shows 
during the fall and early winter, 
the latter web has reversed the | 
trend during the last several 
months by placing a majority i 
programs in the charmed circle, 
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1 RADIO AND TELEVISION 
ACTING 


By EDWIN DUERR. The only practical, professional guide 
in the field—a study cf dramatic technique and principles, 
as well as the work of the director, producer, script writer. 

Coming May 4th, $6.50 


RADIO DRAMA ACTING AND 
PRODUCTION: A Handbook Revised Edition 


By WALTER K. KINGSON and ROME COWGILL, 
Scripts, theory of radio acting, direction, and helpful exer- 
cises. Suggestions for setting up workshops, handling audi- 
tions, editing scripts. $3.00 


THE RADIO ANNOUNCER’S 
HANDBOOK 


By BEN GRAF HENNEKE. The qualifications, skills, duties, 
procedures, and careers of radio announcers. A unique fea- 
ture organizes material on ad libs in systematic fashion. $5.50 


RADIO DRAMA IN ACTION 


Edited by ERIK BARNOUW. Magnificent assortment of 25 
radio plays covering a wide range—by well-known authors 
Norman Corwin, Orson Welles, Pearl Buck, etc. $3.00 


WE STAND UNITED and Other Radio Scripts 


By STEPHEN VINCENT BENET. A complete collection 
of Benét’s outstanding scripts—some in poetry, some in prose, 
all classics of their kind. $2.50 


THEATRE GUILD ON THE AIR 


Edited by H. WILLIAM FITELSON. Twelve of the Theatre 
Guild’s most famous plays as they were broadcast—with a 
discussion of the problems of adaptation. “A must for any 
writer.” —Variety. $4.00 


FUNDAMENTALS OF WRITING 
FOR RADIO — 


By ROME COWGILL. Instruction for the beginner, a re- 
fresher for the profesional on all forms of writing dramatic 
and non-dramatic programs. $3.50 


RADIO AND TELEVISION 
WRITING, Revised 


By MAX WYLIE. “Top authorities . . . have contributed 
good, solid advice and examples ... All one has to do after 
reading this book is to sit down and write scripts.”—Joe 
Laurie, ]r., Variety. $6.50 


TEACHING THROUGH RADIO 


By WILLIAM B. LEVENSON. All the important aspects of 
educational broadcasting—the preparation and utilization 
of the program, the measurement of its results. $3.50 


10 RADIO’S CONQUEST OF SPACE 


By DONALD MeNICOL. The history of radio from its be- 
ginnings to its present as a service to all mankind. $4.00 


11 BROADCASTING MUSIC 


By ERNEST LaPRADE. The complete story of how music is 
broadcast—network organization, program a talent 
selection, composing and arranging—written by a Peabody 
Award winner. $2.50 


At all bookstores, or mail the coupon below 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
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that “executive desk’ routine 
past weekend. With Morey 
; as nonsense foil and 
Block’s eonvincing com- 
ereiel, using the Little Organiza- 
a Cambridge, Mass., research 
—the show came off handily. 
is the type programming 

encourages dial-twirlers to 
im on what’s on the opposite 
@hémnel, no matter how potent the 
baste appeal in that particular slot. 


wi 





Felevision probably never moved 
as fast as it did on the opening 
Is Known,” who- 


@cene of “End 


q: it presented on NBC-TV’s 
TER iteo Playhouse” Sunday night 
(16). A man was pushed out of 
window and the thud of his body 
fttimg the pavement was heard a 
astion of a second before he 
anded. With the exception of the 
gingle technical miscue, however, 
the show was standout in all de- 
artments—acting, writing, pro- 
guotion and especially use of the 
Jashback technique. Through 
eare pre-planning of the cameras, 
roducer Fred Coe and director 
elbert Mann were able to have 
their lead characters appear in 
sueeessive scenes spaced five years 
or so apart. 


Joseph Liss’ adaptation of the 
Geoffrey Halliday Hall story was 
exeetient. Intrieate yarn planted 
the elues neatly and all the strings 
were carefully tied together be- 
fore the final curtain. Kent Smith, 
featured in the current Broadway 

roduction of “Wisteria Trees,” | 
opped the fine cast as the rich | 
manufacturer trying to discover | 
why the apparent suicide chose his 

artment for the leap to death. | 

arren Stevens, shown only in 
flashback, gave a good reading to 
he dead man’s part and Adelaide 
Kets a- video veteran, scored as | 

is philosophical aunt. Cara Wil- 
liams, as the heavy of the piece, 
and Anna Minot, in a lesser role, 
were also good. 





J. Carroll Naish, soon to appear 
in a TV version of his “Life with 


1 GAG WRITER 
WANTED 


Prominent Greeting Card Company, 
in Mid-West, needs versatile humor 
specialist to assist Humor Editor. 
Must have legit professional tech- 
nique end keen commercial per- 
spective. Some Greeting Card 
experience helpful, but not essen- 
tial. Trial-period arrangement for 
working at home on definite ossign- 
ments, before accepting resident 
position. Good spot for hep writer 
with ideas. Address reply to Box 
162, Variety, 612 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 11, Iil., giving personal 
data, and enclosing samples of ma- 
terial. Salary discussed after ma- 








terial is submitted. 











FOR SALE 
BELGRADE LAKES, MAINE 


On beautiful Great Pond, 40-mile lake, se- 
cluded private island, abuts mainland, Fully 


equipped large 7-room summer lodge, guest 
bungalow, boat house, motor hoat—eiectricity, 
L ‘telephone. Shopping, summer theatre about 


a mile. Serlously interested person can se- 
~ure bargain. May rent. LLOYD A. KAYSER, 
342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
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Luigi” radio character, sneak-pre- 
viewed the role in a poignantly 
‘entertaining skit on DuMont's 
“Cavalcade of Stars” Saturday 
‘night (15). As an Italo-American 
menial trying to impersonate his 
‘boss in’ order to convince an 
orphange chief that he should be 
allowed to adopt a baby, Naish 
turned in some socko thesping, 


ably abetted by Jerry Lester, 
‘emcee of “Cavalcade,” as_ his 
‘buddy. Roles carboned the Italian 


stereotype but, so does “Luigi.’ 
and the skit was well-enough 
enacted to remove that curse 
Show otherwise was up to par, 
with Lester doing an okay job in 
his more familiar character as the 
comic-emcee. Producer Milton 
Douglas has achieved the know- 
how of building production num- 
bers around each act, which helps 
\in the overall selling as, for ex- 
ample, having Lester impersonate 
a beachwalker to lead into a nifty 
terp routine by Kurt Jons and his 
Dancers. Kyle MacDonnell im- 
pressed with her rendition of “It 
Isn't Fair’ and also in a comedy 
skit with Lester and ventro Clif- 
ford Guest added some new lines 


to his standard repertoire for a. 


good payoff. Sonny Howard gave 
out with some telling impressions 
of current crooners that were 
much better than the single tune 
he tried to sing straight. Leo 
Diamond scored with his _ har- 
monica virtuosity and also with his 
“one-man band” impression of the 
Spike Jones crew. 

Something might be done to 
space better those participating 
commercials on the_ show. It 
seemed they ganged up at one or 
two spots during the hour. 





Lately the big stories on NBC- 
TV’s “Big Story’ seem to be 
mainly murder yarns. On Friday 
(14), the stanza was devoted to the 
“want ad murder case” which re- 


| porter Walthall Littlepage of the 
'San Antonio Light cracked. 


The 
newsman found out the identity of 
a brutally battered woman by 

| working on the theory that she had 


| been lured to the scene by some- | 


,one who had answered her situa- 
tion-wanted ad. Next he trapped 
the killer by planting an idea 
which drew the murderer into the 
open. It was a rather tenuous 
plot, but scripter Arnold Perl got 
|in a few dramatic scenes, notably 
| one between the victim’s child and 
the reporter, when the kid learned 
|of her mother’s gruesome death. 
_Vinton Hayworth made a con- 
| vincing reporter on the crime beat. 
| Background shots, lensed in San 
| Antonio and integrated into with 
| the studio sequences, lent realism. 


| 

ABC-TV’s “Paul Whiteman Re- 
| vue” built a pleasing broadcast 
| Sunday (16) around the Arabian 
|Nights theme, borrowing heavily 
'\from Rimsky-Korsakov’s ‘‘Sche- 
|herazade.” Stanza had Whiteman 
|in the role of sultan (a natural for 
_the part) with Nancy Marquand 
‘as the narrating Scheherazade. 
Production treated. the musical 
classic tongue-in-cheek, with Pa- 
trice Munsel and Earl Wrightson 
switching from Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
lyrical numbers to the equally lyri- 
cal “You and the Night and the 
Music.” Also integrated were 
dances by Hindu terpers Sujata 
and Asoka and a whirling dervish 
routine by Lou Wills, Jr., togged 
out in pantaloons. James Mc- 
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SEVEN LEADERS 


-KDKA - KYW: 


WBZ: WBZ 


WOWO - KEX 
A - WBZ-TV 





WESTIN 


RADIO STATIONS 


IN SIX LEADING MARKETS 


RY 3 


Pittsburgh © Philadelphia * Fort Wayne 
Portland, Ore. ¢ Boston 


Springfield, Mass. 





| Naughton’s sets had an Oriental | 


‘lushness and _ intricateness, and 
achieved the illusion of spacious- 


ness and magnificence in the large. 


ABC-TV centre. 





“What’s My Line?” resumed for 
CBS-TV last week, this time under 
sponsorship (Stopette, deodorant). 
The panel-moderstor quizzer was 
an entertaining half-hour (9-9:30, 
Wed.), The resuming panel cem- 
prised columnist Dorothy Kilgal- 
len, comedy writer Hal Block, poet 
'Louis Untermeyer and femcee-ac- 
tress Arlene Francis. John Daly 
/was the moderator in this twice- 


monthly comedy show, with Elsa} 


Maxwell the “mystery” guest star. 
Show, which has the panel try to 
guess occupations of unknown let- 
terwriters requesting participation 
in the show, has a familiar format 
in that the panel is given 10 ques- 
tions in which to guess the partici- 
pant’s occupation. The latter, who 
confronts the guessers, can thus 
win $50 if the panel fluffs. The 
group, paced by Block's witticisms, 
was unusually hot, failing to lose 
to any of the contestants. For the 
uestar, of course, the panel is 
lindfolded, and Miss Maxwell re- 
sorted to various gimmicks with 
which to deceive the guessers. 


ee 


Fresh Personality 


Centinued from page 44 


























'turnover is healthy for the indus- 

try, inviting “new thinking” a6 
radio moves into the transitional 
era of new patterns. 

For the most part, it’s generally 
agreed that the new board re- 
placements, which include, among 
others, Ed Kobak, the ex-Mutual 
prexy who becomes a director-at- 
large representing small stations 
(WTWA, Thomson, Ga.}, are uni- 
| formally good; that they are broad- 
casters with an appreciation of 
shifting trends and patterns within 
| the industry. 


The incoming 
| directors include: 


District Two, William B. Fay, 
| WHAM, Rochester, N. Y., succeed- 
ing Michael R. Hanna, of WHCU, 
Ithaca. 

District Four, Harold Essex, 
WSJS, Winston-Salem, succeeding 
Campbell Arnoux, of WTAR, Nor- 
folk. 

District Six, Harold Wheelahan, 
|of WSMS, New Orleans, succeed- 
ing H. W. Slavick, of WMC, Mem- 
| phis. 
| District Eight, George J. Hig- 
| gins, of WISH, Indianapolis, suc- 
|ceeding Harry Bitner, of WFBM, 
| Indianapolis. 
| District 12, Jack Todd, of KAKE, 
| Wichita succeeding Robert D. 
Enoch, Yklahoma City. 

District i4, William C. Grove, of 
KFBS, Cheyenne, succeeding Hugh 
Terry, of KLZ, Denver. 


Directors-at-large: 


and outgoing 


Augusta, Ga., and John Esau, of 
KTUL, Tulsa, representing me- 
dium stations, succeeding Kenyon 
Brown, of KWFT, Wichita Falls, 
and G. Richard Shafto, of WIS, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 


Patt McDonald, of WHHM, Mem- 
phis, and Ed Kobak, of WTWA, 
Thomson, Ga., representing small 
stations, succeeding Merrill Lind- 
| say, of WSOY, Decatur, and Claire 
| R. McCullough, of WGAL, Lan- 


| caster, Pa. 


| _. Ben’ Strouse, 








of WWDC-FM, 


| Washington, representing FM sta- 
tions, succeeding Everett L. Dil- 
lard, of KOZY, Kansas City, Mo. 





Hooper 


A. D. (Jess) Willard, of KGAC, 


Kobak Sparks 


L——} Continued from page 25 





schedule failed to provide enough 
fighting meetings to bring about 
an exchange of ideas on program- 
ming and selling. As he pointed 
‘out, the Sunday indie s@ssion was 
'designed to that end. Unfortunate- 
‘ly, due to the usual convention de- 
lays, panels ran overtime and were 
weakly chaired so there was hardly 
‘any give-and-take between panel 
‘and members on the floor. 

| Kobak urged the main offices of 
NAB be moved to New York, point- 
ing out that Manhattan is a major 
radio and TV centre. With a branch 
office for legislative matters in 
Washington, he said the organiza- 
tion could provide better service if 
headquartered at the focal point 
of industry’s activities. 

Rather than a wholesale rate re- 
duction, Kobak suggested a restudy 
of discount structures. He also 
warned that unless the industry 
faces up to the problem of self- 
regulation in the matter of good 
taste in programming, “some am- 
bitious group in D.C.” will take 
over the job. 


Mitchell’s Pitch 


Strongest presentation during 
panel sessions was given by Mau- 
rice Mitchell, BAB director, obvi- 
ously put out by public. service 
pitches made earlier on the same 
panel by Ed Gruskin, ECA chief 
radio officer and Alfred Puhan, 
Voice of America. Mitchell remind- 
ed indie men that one of the points 
of contention last year had been 
|NAB’s failure to do something 
about gratis airing of government 
programs. After cracking at the 
presence of government men on 
the panel and their request for co- 
operation, he disclosed that NAB 
had been successful in its fight to 
allow Army and Navy recruiting 
|air pitches to be put on a paid time 
| basis. By agreement with officials 
“We Hail,” 30-minute recruiting 
transcription can now be sold -by 
— for spot commercials, he 
said. 


| Arnold Hartley, WOV, N. Y..| 
i\veepee and program manager, 
chaired the afternoon _ session, 


which discussed how to develop | 
program resources. | 


land sell new 
Pierre Crenesse, director of the 
(North American Service of the 
French Broadcasting System, de- 
|scribed the International Goodwill 
| Network and told of increasing ac- 
ceptance of IGN by American 
broadcasters during the past year. 
Carl Haverlin, BMI prexy, outlined 
|services offered by BMI to indie 
stations which may be used for new 
programming ideas and 
| program managers to the BMI Li- 
brary Clinic skedded for June 19- 
20 in New York. 


WBNS Splits Promotion 


Columbus, O., April 18. 
In a shift emphasizing both 'AM 
and TV, Jerome R. (Tad) Reeves, 
director of program promotion for 
WBNS and WBNS-TV, was named 
| Saturday (15) to the same post for 
WBNS-TV only, and his assistant, 





Barbara Haddox, was-appointed to | 
post of the 


the program promotion 
AM < station. 


Reeves had headed up promotion | 


for WBNS since 1934. Miss Had- 


dox, former society editor of the | 


|Ohio State Journal, has been a 


member of the station staff for four | 


years. 








invited | 


UNITED NATIONS PITCH 
FOR COMM’L SPONSORS 


Chicago, April 18. 

United Nations this week made 
a pitch before the NAB for com. 
‘mercial sponsorship of its programs 
via the open end tag. However, 
UN spokeswoman Dorothy Lewis 
limited the local tie-ins to institu- 
tional type of eopy_ with no direct 
selling and no middle commercials, 
and the right to check copy from 
time to time. 


Programs, which have been ecar- 





'ried over 1,500 stations, will be 
lavailable for advertisers as of 
May 1. 


| In the ease of network sponsor- 


| Ship, UN will arrange for approval 
| for each program or series. 














Ryan Choice 


Continued from page 25 








| works’ increasing opposition to the 
| NAB operation, with CBS and ABC 
| both threatening to pull out. 


| With Ryan now in a position to 
take over many of these adminis- 
trative duties, best guess here as 
the NAB- convention was drawing 
|to a close was that all the webs 
| would continue to go along. 

| Top web echelon, notably CBS, 
was conspicuous by its absence— 
a brushoff that was not unantici- 
pated. However, the repeated 
| threats to bow out of NAB alto- 
| gether was seen here as strategy 
aimed at bringing certain issues to 
the fore. 

With Ryan moving in as general 
manager, he automatically bowed 
out as a director-at-large, a post to 
which he had just been desig- 
nated. His KFI exit is seen paving 
the way for Leonard Reinsch to 
| move into the Coast spot. Laiter 
|now heads up the radio-TV opera- 
| tions for the Cox newspaper in- 
| terests, but it’s known that Reinsch 


has been anxious to make a switch. 


{ 
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$150. FOR 1 MINUTE 
TV FILM COMMERCIAL 


TV ADVERTISING 


FILM FOR LOW 
BUDGET ACCOUNTS 


FILMACK 


1333 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 
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FOR RENT 


|] East 80’s off Park Avenue, charming 
furnished duplex apartment; 5 rooms, 
3 baths, wood burning fireplace, ex- 
clusive garden; $400 per month. 
CRUIKSHANK COMPANY 
80 Broadway. DI. 4-0100 
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oft-the-record with some revelatory 
remarks before a group of radio- 
television researchers at a meeting 
in New York last week. 


to his feelings, sounded off at the 
session, pointing out that his deal 
for the takeover of the Hooper or- 
ganization’s national AM-TV ,rat- 
ing services also included buying 
the Hooper goodwill. In the face 
of that, Nielsen inferred that 
Hooper hasn’t been living up to his 
end of the bargain, in view of the 
current Hooper “shift of accent” 
campaign designed to impress on 
potential customers that Nielsen’s 
been left holding the bag. 
Nielsen leveled -with the 
search group on the intricacies of 
the deal, revealing for the first 
time that there was no $600,000 
cash settlement involved, but ra- 


Hooper annually over a 10-year 
period, with Hooper also function- 
ing on a consulting basis. 





Nielsen, not one for giving vent. 


re- | 


ther the payment of $39,000 to. 


52 Great Half-hour Shows 


cal Comedies, i.e., THE STU 


Write for Auditi 









SUMMER ADVERTISERS 
DESERVE WINTER TYPE SHOWS 


for example 


“THE MUSICAL COMEDY THEATRE” 


music from the World's Best Light Operettas and Musi- 


CHOCOLATE SOLDIER, etc, etc. 
Featured Vocalists, Full Concert Orchestra. 


CHARLES MICHELSON INC. 
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transcribed. A galaxy of 


DENT PRINCE, FLORADORA, 
Mixed Glee-Club Choir, 


on Sample Today 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





San Antonio — Guy Savage, of KXOL, Forth Worth, 33%, and 


sports director for KXYZ, owned 
and operated here by the Sham- 
rock 


dio and seven years on TV. 


Oklahoma City — Joe Meyers, 
formerly traffic manager for 
WKY, has been appointed to the 


national sales staff for station. | 
been | 


Clara Louise Pruess has 
named the new manager of traf- 
fic for the Oklahoma City station. 


Dallas—R. W. Baxter, prez of the 
Rio Grande National Bank here, 
has assumed duties as a member 
of the Dallas Radio Commission 
which has supervision of the city- 
owned WRR. Baxter was appoint- 
ed by the City Council to fill the 
unexpired term of C. R. McHenry 
who died recently. 





Syracuse, N. Y.—Ed Murphy, 
formerly of WGN and WGN-TV, 
Chicago Trib station, has returned 
to WSYR as early morning “time- 
keeper” and also to take a key po- 
sition on the staff of WSYR-TV. 





Louisville — New staff additions 
to WKYW, Radio Kentucky, are 
Harry Lockhart from KTHS, Hot 
Springs, Ark.; Bernie Herman, 
WSUA, Bloomington, Ind., and 
George Stratton, from KXLJ, Hel- 
ena, Mont. 


Cleveland—WGAR begins to re- 
lenish its staff after several mem- 
vers left for other posts. Julius 

Glass, who left the station eight 





turns as promotion manager. 
succeeds Ted Boynton who 


| sented 
| house. 


moved to station’s sales staff. Jack | 


Dooley, formerly at U. of Iowa, 
joined station’s news department. 





Oyster Bay, N. ¥. — WKBS has | 
upped Marvin Smith to chief an-| 
nouncer and educational director | 
and Allan Martin to traffic and | 
continuity director. Robert Troner, 
ex-WHTN, Huntington, W. Va., has 
been added as staff announcer and | 
Natalie Murphy, former music di- 
rector at WVNJ, Newark, has 
joined the indie as special pro- 
gramming director. 





Texarkana, Tex.—Robert Beiloh, 
former account executive for 
KCMC here, has been named com- 
— manager for KTFS, also 

ere. 


Marshall, Tex.—The FCC has 
granted assignment of control of 
the Marshall Broadcasting Co. li- 





censee of KMHT here, to the Fort | 


Worth Broadcasting Co. New 
owners include John M. Skinner, 


| man of District 10 of the Assn. of 
| Women Broadcasters 


readcasting Co., has com-| 
pleted 24 years in Southwest ra- 250 watts on 1450 kilocycles. 


| 


inates here in the studios of KFJZ 


| Russ N. Lamb, gene 





\ ral manager | 
of KXOL, 1.67°%. 


KMHT operates full time with 





Fort Worth—The “ABC Round- 
up,” with Zack Hurt, which orig- | 


and is fed to the Texas State Net- 
work, has added an additional | 
two outlets, KBST, Big Springs, 


/and KTRN, Wichita Falls, making 


| (16). A presentation of the Catho- | 


prez, with 98° interest; John R. | 
Croose, veepee and chief engineer | 











RUSH JERMON 


Presents 





His Imaginary Protege 


BETTY LOU 


Opening May 10 
COUNTY THEATRE 
Suffern, New York 


Management: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


Attorneys 
EDWARD &. COLTON 
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a total of 14 outlets carrying. 





Rosenberg, Tex.—KFRD, owned 
and operated by the Ford Bend 
County Broadcasting Co., has been 
granted fulltime operation by the 
FCC. Outlet has been operating 
daytime hours on 980 kilocycles 
with 5,000 watts. 





St. Louis— Brice Barrington, 
KXOK news director, led all 
candidates in an election for a 
post on the Board of Education of 
Illinois School District 54, com- 
prising East Carondelet and North 





Dupo, Ill. He will serve three 
years. 
St. Louis—John H. White has 


been upped to head the Transit 
Radio sales department of KXOK- | 
FM. He has been with the sta- | 
tion since 1948. 





St. Louis—Non Hille, gabber at 
KXOK, has been picked for lead 
role in “January Thaw,” to be pre- 
in the Community Play- 
Hille, a yet of 14 years 
of radio, also emcees the station’s 


years ago for post with WHBC, re- | “Luncheon at the Forest Park,” a 


He | 
has | 


five-days-a-week program, 





Omaha—W. J. Newens, manager 
of KOIL, Omaha, announced ap- 
pointment of Arden Swisher as 
sales manager. Swisher has been 
with WNAX, Sioux City, and pre- 
viously was sales manager of 
WOL, Washington, D. C. 





Omaha—Doris M. Murphy, con- 


|tinuity director of KMA, Shenan- 


doah, fa., 
director 
Omaha, 


and 
of 
has 


women’s program | 
KMA and KMTV, | 
been elected chair- | 


(Iowa - Ne- 


braska-Missouri). She 


City, Mo. 








that 


and 


succeeds | 


Anne Hayes of KCMO, Kansas wpz-TV used last year, and should 


Albany — The 10th anniversary | 
of broadcasting Mass from St. Jo-| 


seph’s Church, Troy, over WABY, 
Albany, was celebrated Sunday 


‘Two Chi Set Producers 


lie Radio Guild of the Albany Di- | 
ocese, program has Frank Myers | 


as narrator. First narrator 


and now news editor of WTRY. 





| 
} 


San Antonio— Bob _ Holleron, | 
formerly on the staff of KTSA as 


| sports director, has replaced Tom- 


| Goodwin, 


my Reynolds as play-by-play base- 
ball announcer on KCOR. Larry 
also a former KTSA 
staffer, has joined the KCOR staff 
in sales and continuity, 





Buffalo—Upper echelon changes 
were announced at WBEN Friday 
(14). C. Robert Thompson, former- 
ly station manager, becomes gen- 
eral manager of WBEN, Inc. This 
includes AM, FM and TV opera- 
tions. Frank W. Kelly is now 
manager of WBEN-AM. He was'! 
assistant station manager in charge 
of sales. 





Schenectady—Merl Galusha has 
been appointed supervisor of farm 
broadcasting for WGY and WRGB 
in Schenectady, succeeding Bill 
Givens, now director of promotion 
at the General Electric Co. radio 
and television stations. Galusha 
was a teacher of vocational agri- 
culture at the Cambridge, N. Y., 
Central school before joining 
/WGY-WRGB. 


No. Adams, Mass. — William E. 
Gordon, 27, has been promoted 
from sports director to manager 
of WNAW, North Adams, Mass. 
Gordon, a graduate of Princeton 
and a Navy veteran, joined the sta- 
tion last November. 





Richmond—James D. Clark, Jr., 
has been appointed sales manager 
of WRVA., Richmond. Clark joined 


Was | 
| John Givney, then a Troy official 


‘planned is a new plant to double 


| owned by Howard Radio Co. 


keep pace with mounting demands 
'for receivers, 
| Admiral 


| Muntz TV, Inc., will seek its first 


, plant 


the staff of WRVA in 1939 as part- | 


time announcer while attending 
the U. of Richmond. 





Seattle — Scandinavian Airlines 
System is launching a. 38-week 
campaign on the Midnight Sun 
Broadcasting Co. stations, KFAR 
in Fairbanks and KENI in Anchor- 
age, Alaska. One-minute live spot 

, announcements will be used to ad- 
'vertise airline’s service from New 


|York to the Scandinavian coun- | 


‘tries. Agency is Wendell P, Col- 
‘ton Co,, New York, | _ 


“eee 


N.Y. Viewers Lean to Chi 
End of ‘Sat. Nite Revue’ 


Chicago, April 18. 
More New York viewers are 
watching the Chi-portion of NBC’s | 
“Saturday Night Revue” than the | 











_Gotham end of the spread, accord- | 


ing to the March Videodex report. 


| Jack Carter’s first hour from here | 
drew a 34.2 rating with the New) 


York audience, while the Manhat- | 
tan segment scaled off to 25.1. New | 
York ratings averaged 28.7 for the | 
full 10 quarter-hour periods, with | 
Chi audiences rated 32.4. 

The March report also showed 
the stint drew stronger over 
the four o.&o0.’s, which carried the 
the full 90 minutes, than on the 
six affiliates which picked up only 
an hour portion. Network average 
for the 10 outlets was 28.4, with 
0.&0.’s averaging 32.6. Average 
for the affiliates was 19.4, or 9.0 
less than full net. 


Hub Ballcasts 
Like Last Year 


° 





Boston, April 18. 
regarding televising 
broadcasting of home games 
of Hub’s big-league baseball teams 
will follow the same pattern as 
last vear; that is, with WBZ-TV and 
WNAC-TV _ splitting the video 
chores and WHDH handling the 
broadcasting. Tabs will be picked 
up by Chevrolet Dealers Assn. of 
Greater Boston on _ video, with 
broadcasting sponsorship split be- 
tween the Narragansett Brewing | 
Co., Atlantic Refining Co. and the | 
Boston Herald Traveler. 


Announcing chores will be han- | 


Situation 


| dled by the same sportcasters as | 


last year, Jim Britt, Tom Hussey 
and Bump Hadley splitting 
video time, with Leo Eagan giving 
Britt and Hussey an assist on the | 
AM band assignment. 

While there was some criticism | 
on WNAC-TV’s coverage last sea- 
son, the station has recently in- 
stalled the Zoomar lens, which 


result in Hub fans getting slick, 
coverage. 
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To Expand Operations | 
Due to Heavy Demand 


Chicago, April 18. | 

Two major television set pro- | 
ducers here announced plans last | 
week for expanded operations to 


Ross D. Siragusa, 
Corp. prexy, said the} 
company hopes to turn out 1,000; 
000 sets next year, although not all 
the various expansion projects will 
be completed before the year’s end. 


public financing with the offering 
of 400,000 shares of common stock | 
next month to enlarge its produc- | 
tion rate. c 

Admiral, whose net income for 
the quarter ending March 31 was 
171° higher than the same period 
last year, is currently manufactur- 
ing 80,000 sets a month. With 
completion of addition to its main 
here next fall, production 
wil! be stepped up to 110,000 
monthly. Building recently pur- 
chased in Bloomington, IIL, will 
add* 100,000 sets a year. Also 





output of the company’s Canadian | 
subsidiary in Toronto. 

Muntz announced the purchase 
of the building now housing its 
Chi operation, which formerly was 
Price 
for the four-story building was 
$250,000. 


Grauer Stays on WNBT 
Show; Two Weeks’ Kines | 


Ben Grauer, who had _ been 
slated to bow out of his WNBT, 
N. Y... show because of other com- 
mitments, will continue the series. | 
Sponsor, Doubleday, will use kine-| 
scope recordings of shows Jon 
Gnagy is doing on the Coast for 
two weeks, starting Tuesday (25), 
after which Grauer will pick up | 








again. 
Until the Gnagy kines were 
lskedded, it was set for Arlene 


| Francis to replace Grauer. 


| 


No Increase in Production Costs 


Seen Resulting From Use of Color 


Added production costs of televi- 
sion shows resulting from color 
TV will be practically negligible. 
That's the opinion of the top set 


designers and production execs of | 


the major networks, following 
promises of both CBS and NBC 


that they’ll be ready to program | 


color shows as soon as the FCC 
adopts the tint systems they indi- 
vidually are proposing. 
CBS veepee Adrian 
who has spearheaded 
color fight at the FCC 
predicted any cost increase with 
color would be “insignificant.” He 
said the elaborateness of the par- 


Murphy. 
his web’s 
hearings, 


ticular program would be the 
main cost determining factor, 
pointing out that if producers 


wanted to put on a more elaborate 


' show because they could use color, 


then the costs would necessarily be 
greater. But, he noted,.TV would 
not necessarily have to follow the 
lead of the major film studios, 
who usually lens big spectacle pic- 
tures.in color because they know 
that color means more _ boxoffice 
and so they'll be able to recoup 
their .costs. 

Taking that lead, however, Mur- 
phy pointed out, TV broadcasters 
might get similar results to those 
obtained by color films. If a more 
elaborate show is staged via color, 
it will pay off with bigger Hooper- 
atings, which would be comparable 
to the film industry’s boxoffice. It 
might also be argued, Murphy 


said, that the initial use of color 
could reduce. production § costs. 
Basic impact of color, he explained, 
could be enough to attract viewers 
to even a low-budgeted show. He 
added, however, that this would 
be the case only until the com- 
petitive factor set in, when the 
networks would be programming 
of their shows in 


‘the majority 
tints. 

Set designérs pointed out that 
they’re doing considerable color 
work now, particularly in vaudco 
and other shows which play to a 
studio audience. Some changes 
would have to be made, however, 


in the choice of colors for non- 
audience shows, such as the dra- 
matic programs. Designers now 


choose colors for such programs on 
the basis of the gray scales, mean-™ 
ing they might use something like 
orange drapes covered with a 
green figured pattern for the best 
results on black-and-write TV. 
With color, they would have to 
choose tints that harmonize. 

Only cost increase, consequently, 
would result from the _ greater 
time and effort expended in find- 
ing the right materials. Web pro- 
duction spokesman pointed out, 
moreover, that even with color, it 
will be impossible-to spend more 
time in set-building than is now 
spent for black-and-white sets. He 
also noted that most designers 
have a basic color training, so will 
know in advance the correct color 
combinations. 
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WWJ, Detroit's First Radio Station, 
proudly acknowledges receipt of the coveted 
Alfred [. du Pont Award for 1949 







“ #. recognition and appreciation of 
outstanding public sevvice in encouraging 
promoting and developing Cmerican Ideals 
the nation and to the community it serves 


Radia Station D OK 


Detroit, Michigan 


has been presented a 


Radio Station Qward 
One Shougand Dallars 


for the year 


. by 
The Committee of CQwards 
Clfred Fdu Pont 


Radio Awards Foundation 


evoted service ta 





Advertisers can assure themselves 


impressive results from sales messages 


on WWJ, whose prestige and 


community acceptance lends im- 


measurable value to any campaign. 
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Coast TV Band Remotes on Upbeat 
As Radio and Nitery Work Slackens 


Hollywood, April 18. + 


In ease you've been wondering 
whatever happened to radio’s band 
remotes, television has the answe! 


Local television is currently beam- | 


ing 12 band programs weekly, fea- 
turing 14 orchestras. In addition 
to this, there are five layouts being 
offered around town, two of which 
appear to be just about set to roll 

Paramount’s KTLA took the in- 
itiative in presenting musica lay- 
outs, and still heads the pack, fea- 
turing five orchestra shows weekly. 
Four of the station’s programs are 
remote telecasts. Spade Cooley 1s 
telensed from the Santa Monica 
ballroom for a solid hour each Sat- 
urday nignt. Cooley utilizes his 
entire crew in a variety layout. 

Harry Owens and his Royal Ha- 
waiians air from the Aragon every 
week over the same station. Owens 
goes on Fridays, also for 60 min- 
utes. Both Cooley and Owens are 
commercial programs. In addition, 
Paramount station rolls with two 
orchs also playing the Aragon each 
Sunday. Currently engaged at the 
terpalace are Jack Fina and Turk 
Murphy. crews. 

KECA-TV is beaming two orch 
shows each week, one a studio pro- 


gram and the other a remote. Stu- 
dio show features Russ Morgan’s 
orchestra with variety talent. Sec- 


ond band program from KECA-TV 
is a weekly remote from the Tria- 


non ballroom featuring Ike Car- 
penter’s orch. As in other ball- 
room telecasts, the medium is 


proving a bonanza to the musicians 
Carpenter sidemen formerly got 
scale, $19, for the ballroom date, 
but since KECA-TV started mak- 
ing one-hour video pickups, men 
get $40 each. Difference now is 
that they get TV work scale, plus 
rehearsal, in addition to straight 
ballroom scale. 

Hollywood’s largest dancery, the 
Palladium ballroom, also has tee- 
vee cameras in once weekly to pick 
up whichever band is currently 
dishing out dansapation for cus- 
tomers. Ballroom is handling line 
charges and talent fees, while sta- 
tion, in this case KTTV, puts up 
coin for production and donates its 
time. Station gets the show, per- 
palace gets the publicity. Cur- 
rently beamed from the Palladium 
is Freddy Martin, who opened last 
Tuesday (14). 

KFI-TV will be the first local 
station to take its cameras to Cata- 
Mina this summer to pick up band 
playing at the Casino there. Sta- 


tion will do a Sunday Yemote fea- 


turing Dave Cavanaugh orch plus 
the Mit Herth Trio. 


the island. Also doing a_ studio 
show locally is Tex Williams, who 
is beamed over KNBH each week. 
Williams’ layout features his orch 
plus a gathering of guest talent. 

In addition to these, Music Corp. 
of America has under 
presentations for three of its bands: 
Alvino Rey, Carman Cavallaro and | 
Tommy Dorsey. 

Musicians Local 47 
racked up a scant $123,000 for its 
members from television, though 
that figure represents a gain of | 
close to 200% over the previous 
year. Estimates are that this year 
it will hit $600,000, which means 
television will do a great deal ta 
bring musicians out of the coin 
«Slump brought about by lack of 
nitery bookings locally. 


S) SAMMY KAYE IN 256 
K.C. AUTO CRASH SUIT. 


Kansas City, Apr il 18. 





Suit seeking $25,000 in damages | 
from orch leader Sammy Kaye was | 


filed in U. 
April 13. 


S. district court hére 


car and a chartered bus, in which | 
members of the Kaye orch were! 
collided 
on the Intercity viaduct. 

Interstate Transit Lines, Omaha, 
operator of the chartered bus, was 
named as co-defendant with Kaye. | 
While members of the Kaye crew 
were tossed about a bit in the col- | 
lision, they went on to play their 
one-nighter at the Pla-Mor ball-| 


room here that night without in- * 


cident. 

McCoy contends he suffered a 
double fractured pelvis, severe 
concussion and lacerations. 


Both gioups | 
have v-en inked for the scason on | 
its wing | 


last year | 


George Keith McCoy, | 
26, seeks the damages for injuries | 
allegedly suffered when his motor | 





Shep Fields to Open 


Tour of One-Niters | 


Shep Fields hits the one-night 
trail again the beginning of May, 
following a month’s layoff. Orch 
also has two weeks scheduled at the 
Peabody hotel, Memphis, starting 
June 12, 


at the Shalimar, Fort Walton, 





to be followed by a month | 
Fla., 


and a stand at a thus far unnamed | 


club in Baton Rouge, La. 

Fields crew 
music for the first 
Heart Fund Ball May 6 at New 
York U. All major colleges are par- 
ticipating in the affair, which may 
become an annual event, depend- 
ing upon the success of the upcom- 
ing one, 





Band Review 








a 


VING MERLIN ORCH (10) 

With Doris Pines, Daphne Hell- 
man, Libby Fisher, Maxine John- 
son 


Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 





Another casualty of the Federal 
entertainment tax, the regular floor 
shows in the Terrace Room have 
been dropped in favor of an all- 
femme string ensemble as a dining 
background. -Since business had 
slipped badly in this spot over the 
past year, with various types of lay- 
out unable to overcome the b.o. 
anemia, the absence of the 20% ex- 
tra bite on customer tabs might 
turn the trick. 

In addition, 
semble makes an attractive band- 
Stand asset. Femme crew, which 
is set up on a neatly redecorated 
stand behind an artificial formal 
garden in place of the former danc- 
ing area, comprises a group of 
standout instrumentalists, also 
obviously selected for their looks. 

The music is in a light and: semi- 
classical vein with occas pop and 
rhumba tunes used as a change of 
pace. Aggregation of five violif¥, 
harp, viola, cello, bass and piano 
|has a longhair disposition, but the 
arrangements are smartly designed 
‘in snappy tempos for an overall 
middlebrow impact. Tasteful reper- 
tory is dominated by such com- 








will also make the | 
Intercollegiate | 


the Ving Merlin en-| 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending April 8) 
* London, April 11. 


Music, Music.......--- Leeds 
Jealous Heart ....New World 
Dear Hearts ........ Morris 
You Were Coming.. Chappell 
Chattanoogie Boy..Pic Music 


Down in the Gien, . Wright 
Bunch of Coconuts ‘Box & Cox 
Can-Can Polka ..... Connelly 
Harry Lime Theme Chappell 


Garden of Weeds. Box & Cox 
a a eee Connelly 
Song In Our Heart. 20th-Cent. 
Second 12 
My Foolish Heart . .. Sun 
My Thanks To You. . Noel Gay 
Is It True About Dixie. . Wood 
Hop Scotch Polka Leeds 
Cleaf Blue Sky ... Dreyer 
I'll String Along .. Feldman 
C’est Si Bon... Maurice 
I Said My Pajamas... .Leeds 


When World Forgotten Carolin 
Clopin Clopant Imperia 
Why Is It Cinephonic 
Pin Striped Pants Pic Music 








H’WOOD BUSSE DANCE 
DATE INCLUDES TV PAY 


Hollywood, April 18. 

New wrinkle has been added to 
band bookings when Gordon “Pop” 
Saderup, operator of Aragon ball- 
room, inked Henry Busse for six 
weeks, starting July 21, at flat $3,- 
250 weekly, figure including week- 
ly telecast from ballroom over 
KTLA. 

Heretofore bands 
booked at straight 
and paid extra for telecast. Scale 
for one-hour TV show, plus one 
hour rehearsal, runs to about $750 
for full size band. 


were always 
ballroom fee 


Herbert, 


posers as Friml, 
Strauss, etc. 
Merlin attempts some variety by 
bringing the quartet of fiddlers up 
front on occasion and spotlighting 
solos by the various members of 
the ensemble, notably Doris Pines, 
pianist, and Daphne Hellman, harp- 
ist, who is doubling at Le Ruban 
Bleu, N. Y. Merlin, in tails and 


Liszt, 


i white tie. conducts in flashy style, 


also handling solo violin chores 
along with Esther Glazer and Mona 
Reisman. Libby Fisher, on bass, 
and Maxine Johnson, viela, also 
step out for occasional solo bits. 

Costuming of the gals, while 
fluffily pretty, could be consider- 
ably improved by accenting their 
considérable collective sex appeal. 

Herm. 














Perry Como: “Let’s Go To, 
Church Next Sunday Morning’- 
“If You Were Only Mine” (Victor). 
| Launched by Margaret Whiting 
‘and Jimmy Wakely for Capitol, 
“Church” looks like a smash item | 
‘and the other labels are starting | 
Ito get out their sides fast. Victor | 
| makes a big production of this | 
| number via a churehly choir ac- | 
'companiment to Como’s smooth 
‘vocal. While more pretentious 
than Capitol’s cut, Como’s per- 
formance has- a big commercial 
| potential. In Columbia's pew, 
Jerry Wayne and the Waynedrops 
give a similarly dressed-up ver- 
sion with organ background. Vic- 
tor flipover is a good ballad that 
Como works with his usual b.o. 


style. Mitchell Ayres’ orch assists. 
Arthur Godfrey: “C'n I Canoe 
You Up the River’-“Scattered 
Toys” (Columbia). “Canoe” is 
cute novelty that Godfrey could 
push far. A clever lyric done on 


a light bounce with a simple uke 
strum, it’s a solid jock and juke 
side. Godfrey handles it with his 
casual, unstrained attack that 
neatly fits the number's mood. Re- 
verse is a sentimental ditty by 
Nick and Charles Kenny for which 
Godfrey does a lot. Archie Bleyer’s 
orch accomps. 

Danny Scholl: “Opem 
chute’-“Our Love Story” (Na- 
tional). Scholl's first side for Na- 
tional, ‘‘Parachute” is an impres- 
sively dramatic number with a 
gripping lyric and driving tempo. 


Para- 


Scholl rides it with a walloping 
vocal against a _  production-type 


background replete with zooming 
airplane sound effects. Those eff- 
fects could have been more subtly 
| suggested but this item has a ter- 
-rific punch nonetheless. It figures 
to stir up some excitement. “Our 
Love Story” is a fair ballad 
handled conventionally by Scholl. 
D. Terry’s orch backs up both 
sides with a special job on “Para- 
chute.” 


Tony Martin: “I Don't 
the Sun Don't Shine’”’-' ‘Valencia’ . 
Thrill Is Gone” (Victor). Two 
solid disks by Martin each com- 
| bining a standard with a current 
pop. Both are slated to hit the 
good pace maintained by the flock 
of Martin’s recent disks for Victor. 
“Valencia” and “The Thrill Is 
Gone” two oldies, get fine treat- 
ments which might start them 
spinning again. “Sun Don’t Shine” 
is heading upwards and this cut 
will undoubtedly help. In a ‘simi- 
lar vein, “Spring” also has good 
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ern!) Best Sellers on al Machines .We*.t or 35 


1. IF I KNEW YOU WERE COMING (5) (Robert). Poor Gleoreia (ints andcsd: et : 
| 
3 2. THIRD MAN THEME (3) (Chappell)...... Bt eA pat Ane oa Lae ee > 4 
3. MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC (12) (Cromwell)............0.0000. | padie Miller i 
4. IT ISN’T FAIR (4) (Words-Music)....................00000 Sammy Kaye .........-. Victor 
5. CHATTANOOGIE SHOESHINE BOY (10) (Acuff-Rose)...... one mo adel ee 
6. SENTIMENTAL ME (2) (Knickerbocker)........... rat KAD ped Pil Al Peas ahi 
{ Merman-Bolger ......... Decca 
z : Fe DEARIE (6) Ce. “ch Se cavdaceuad Coecescceoes eeveces ) Stafford- MacRae........ Capitol 
$ 8. ENJOY YOURSELF (6) (Morris)............... picushes ) se. seep SEER Pt 
> PE bal ce aceaks Columbia 
: 9. MY FOOLISH HEART (1) (Santly-Joy).............cc0c000. | Dilly Reketine iatankued MG. M 
a6 6S. Be ee ke i 
| 
|} 10. QUICKSILVER (1) (Morris) .................. { Crosby-Andrews aeces 
t Q R (1) (Morris) <1... 0... cesses eseeeeeeeeeees ).Doris Day........... Columbia 
tit 
.: Second Group 
| > 
|* DADDY'S LITTLE GIRL (Beacon) ...... dad nlakielciasdi eagi ae? a Site eee eeees Detes 
ah hs 6 ae we ee wctor 
| ere Wee Se GE ob iy ss cece eweee TET TTT TT TTT Tees Johnny Desmond........ M-G-M 4 
I SAID MY PAJAMAS (12) (Leeds). . oc ciescccccccccccccccccccs Martin-Warren . Victor 
(2 RAG MOP (11 (Hill & Range) } Ames Bros. Coral t 
de eee ee eS kT eRe OES SHES ROPE SISTER A EMRE ) Ralph Flanagan ey Tyr Tee Victor 
CANDY AND CAKE (Oxford) .......... niet hated he kee arch | Mindy Carson ........ Victor 
ee aa | Arthur Godfrey....... Columbia 
THERE’S NO TOMORROW (18) (Paxton).................02---. Tony Martin ......... .. Victor 
MAN AROUND THE HOUSE (Morris)... ..............cccecceee Dinah Shore.......... Columbia 
SITTING BY THE WINDOW (Shapiro-B)....................... j Vic Damone.......... Mercury 
U Billy Eckstine.......... M-G-M 
PETER COTTONTAIL (Hill-Ramge) ¢.....ccccccccccccccvcceccs Gene Autry ...... Columbia 
| sod 
BIBBIDI BOBBIDI BOO (Disney) ........ earpanilees RE | oH Bet A alumba 
og, SS ee eae olumord 
CRY OF THE WILD GOOSE (5) (American).................... ) Frankie Laine. . Mercury 
| Tennessee Ernie. aad cara Capitol 
0 ee | Bin ae Settee enna haere 
WSC OO SHC OES Os ower 
3 OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (Leeds)... ............ ccc ccccccece . Jubilaires ..... bontotecs Capitol 
GODS WERE ANGRY WITH ME (Century).................... . Whiting-Wakely ........ Capitol 
seg A ie ye, tec -. Teresa Brewer.......... London 
f [Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the we 10.3 Pa 
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Jocks, Jukes. and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Care If; 








possibilities, Henri Rene’s orch 
gives solid support on the four- 
| some, 


| Kay Starr: “Napoleon’s Retreat”. 
“Someday Sweetheart” (Capitol). 
Miss Starr is one of the top femme 
vocal stylists in the business and 
she gives a consistently saleable 
‘twist to her platters. She's in 
standout form on these sides with 
Lou Busche’s orch dishing out 
fine rhythmic support. ‘“Napo- 
leon’s Retreat” is a queer title but 
it’s a cute number that Miss Starr 
bounces into something  worth- 
while for jocks and jukes. Reverse 
is a change-of-pace torch item that 
has an equally solid potential. 

Ames Bros.: “Marianna’”’-“Dormi 
Dormi” (Coral). Ames Bros. have 
a good chance with this material 
“Marianna” is an Italian folk-type 
number that is treated with a 
crisp beat by the quartet. It’s a 
colorful side that could be accented 
commercially in the national seg- 
ment from which it stems. Bottom 
deck is a_ slower-paced lullaby 
given a warm harmonic rendition 
with Roy Ross’ orch furnishing a 
street-organ framework. 

Red Foley: ‘‘Birmingham 
Bounce” ~-“Choc’late Ice Cream 
Cone” (Decca). “Birminghan 
Bounce” has a boogie-woogie rhy 
thm that’s been around for a long 
time in a small corner of the trade. 


But like dixie; the boogie beat 
might come back fast and big. 
This number could launch the 


eight-to-the-bar renaissance on 
Red Foley’s shirttails. It’s a stand- 
ard boogie-bounce side with a cute 
lyric that’ll help. Chuck Merrill's 
cut for M-G-M is equally solid in 
a hotter jazz vein, backed by a 
good rhythm blues’ number, 
“They'll Do It Every Time.” Dec- 
ca’s flipover has Foley on _ that 
juve-type novelty, “Choc’late Ice 
Cream Cone,” which he interprets 
in straight hillbilly style. 

Sammy Kaye: “Roses’-“Tiddlev 
Winkie Woo” (Victor). ‘Roses’ 
has a big chance of cracking the 
hit lists. It’s a tasteful number 
with a sweet lyric and simple beat 
in a commercially modified west- 
ern style. It could go far under 
the auspices of either Kaye or 
Snooky Lanson who has cut it for 
London. Kaye's treatment is 
neatly orchestrated with the 
Kaydets smoothly harmonizing the 
vocal chores. Reverse is a fair 
tune vocalled by Laura Leslie. 

Johnny Long: “Calico Bail’-“In 
the Evening By the Moonlight” 
(King). Long has a good folk num- 
ber in “Calico Ball,” and the cute 
lyric has a chance to. break 
through the specialized market for 
this type of item. Janet Brace and 
a glee club give it a bright vocal. 
In a_ straight pop vein, “Moon- 
light” is solidly sold by the Long 
outfit. 


Platter Pointers 


Beatrice Kay dishes up socko 
versions of “Old Piano Roll Blues” 
_and “Why Do They Always Say 

No?” for Columbia . Victor has 
‘packaged an album ‘of standards 
‘tastefully performed by keyboard 
.artist Andre Previn . Two fine 
sides by Joyce Indig in “Wish Me 
Luck” and “I'll Never Be Free” 
(London) for jocks and jukes .. . 
Sarah Vaughan and Billy Eckstine 
‘neatly duet “You’re All I Need” 
(M-G-M) ... Good cut of “A Good 
| Time Was ‘Had By All” by Louis 
Prima (Mercury)... Tex Beneke 
slices a smooth swing item in 
“Java Junction” (Victor) . . . Pair 
of Mother’s Day numbers, “Good- 
‘night Mother” and “My Mom” for 
the holiday trade by Eddy Howard 
|(Mercury) ... Al Hibbler and Duke 
_Ellington’s orch have a solid com- 
'mercial disk in “The World Is 
Waiting for the Sunrise” and 
“Joog, Joog” (Columbia) . . . May- 
be Connie Haines’ “Teasin’" for 
Coral will catch on... On the 
same label, Lennie Herman does a 
fine vocal on a novelty, ““Chooga- 
Choo,” backed by his quintet . 
Guy Lombardo has a cute side in 
“The Answer She Is ‘Yes’ No’” 
(Decea) . Golden Gate Quartet's 
new set for Columbia includes sev- 
/eral top sides for jocks . Jack 
Rivers does a tune on Coral, “That 
Lucky Old Red-Nosed Mule.” 
which is far from a triple parlay 
(of “Lucky Old Sun,” “Rudolph, 
|The Red-Nosed Reindeer” and 
“Mule Train” from which its title 
istems . Lots of good dixieland 
‘coming through, including Phil 
|Napoleon’s sides for Columbia, 
‘Eileen Barton’s “Dixieland Ball” 
| for National, and Pete Daily’s “Old 
'MeGlook” for Capitol . . . Ralph 
| Flanagan's orch has sliced a good 
iversion of Sousa’s “Stars an 
| Stripes Forever” (Victor) . . Caro- 
lina Cotton’s vocal of “Betcha I 


ee is good for plenty of spins 
-M) 
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26-Week Guarantee for Local 802-ers 


As AFM, B way Theatres Reach Accord 


Winding up a three-year row+¢ 


which resulted in -a virtual black- 
out of traveling bands on Broad- 
wav, Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians reached a 
complete settlement with Main 
Stem theatre operators over last 
weekend. Under terms of the two- 
vear agreement, retroactive to last 
September, Local 802 is lifting al! 
bans against out-of-town orchs in 
return for a guarantee of 26 weeks 
playing time for New York mu- 
sicians.. Local 802 also agreed on 
x $60,000 settlement of its $240,000 
back-pay claim against the Broad- 
way presentation houses. 

Band managers and agencies are 
acclaiming the new -pact as an 
zxdded shot-in-the-arm for the slow- 
lv reviving band biz. Restoration 
of Broadway, the country’s highest 


paying spot, as a showcase for 
leading orchs is regarded as a 
major economic advance for the 


trade. Without those occasional 
Broadway bookings, several large 
traveling bands have been finding 
it tough to meet their regular pay- 
rolls. In addition, it’s felt that ap- 
pearances of many such large out- 
fits will help their disk sales in the 
New York area. 

Tough conditions for the band 
biz on a country-wide scale over 
the past few years is seen as the 
main reason for the intervention 
of top national AFM leaders in the 
New York negotiations. It’s un- 
derstood that AFM prexy James C. 
Petrillo was anxious to end the dis- 
pute in order to help the revival 
of live music in theatres. A Local 
802 spokesman said that ‘under 
existing conditions, the agreement 
with the Broadway theatres was a 
good ore for us.” 


WAKELY RETURNING TO 
MUSIC PUBLISHING 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Jimmy Wakely, Capitol record- 
ing artist, is reentering the music 
publishing business here through 
the formation of the Winchester 
Music Corp. New outfit supplants 
Wakely’s former companies, in- 
cluding Fairway Music, which was 
sold to Fred Striker, and Mono- 
Music, whose catalog was acquired 
by Lou Levy. 

Capitol will act as selling agent 





for Winchester through the disk- 
ery’s publishing setups. Initial 
songs to be published include 


“Let's Go To Church Next Sunday 
Morning” and “Mr. Easter Bunny,” 
both of which Wakely has cut for 
Capitol. 





Nacio Brown ‘Licensed’ 
To Write Hopalong Tune 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Bill Boyd (‘Hopalong Cassidy’) 
brought the practice of ‘name 
licensing” into the music business 
Jast week with both guns blazing. 

On one hand he filed a suit pre- 
venting marketing of a ditty and 
on the other he announced that vet 
tunesmith Nacio Herb Brown is the 
only songwriter who can turn out 
2 number involving the Hoppy 
character. Boyd's suit was leveled 
against Al Piantadosi, who cleffed 
“Vil Tell Hoppy on You.” Action 
alleges tune infringes on the Hop- 
Py character, complete merchan- 
dising rights to which are owned 
by Boyd. Suit was filed in L. A. 
fuperior court. 

Boyd learned several months ago 
that many established tunesmiths 
were concocting tunes based on 
the character and promptly noti- 
fied publishers around the country 
that he held the sole licensing 
tights. Subsequently, he passed 
out word that he was running an 
unofficial contest and would ftran- 
chise only one tunesmith. Brown 
obviously won. 

_Meantime, Piantadosi published 
his number, cueing the beef be- 
tween himself and Boyd. When 
Piantadosi persisted in his right to 
Publication, Boyd went to court. 





SIG'S SUDS TIEUP 


Signature Records has made a 
Promotional tieup with Narragan- 
sett Beer by which the latter's 
salesmen will distribute 5,000 


| lished 





Those Tough-to-Spell 
Boys Wow in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 

| Battle of music last Wednesday 
night (12) at West View Park be- 
tween two of the top polka band- 
leaders, Frankie. Yankovic and 
Frank Wojnarowski, broke all-time 
attendance record at big amuse- 
ment center, drawing more than 
2,200 paid admissions into the ball- 
room. The attraction outdrew even 
Vaugnn Monroe, who had pre- 
viously set a new attendance mark 
at West View. 

Both Yankovic and Wojnarowski 
have previously been big draws 
here on their own but together 
they went far above all expecta- 
tions. Park officials were particu- 
larly impressed because West View 
season hasn't been launched. yet 
and weather was cold and snowy. 
Plans have already been made to 
bring them back again when out- 
door sessions get under way. 


M-G-M Mapping 
Limited Release 


Of 45 RPM Disks 


M-G-M Records, the latest disk- 
ery to swing into 45 rpm produc- 
tion, is mapping an initial limited 
release of the slow-speed platters 


for the end of this month. Com- 
pany’s first offerings on 45. will 
include the Betty Hutton-Howard 
Keel soundtrack album from the 





Metro pic, “Annie Get Your Gun,” | 


and a single cut by Sarah Vaughan 
and Billy Eckstine. “Annie” has al- 


ready been released on 78 and 33) 
Eckstine- | 


rpm disks, while the 
Vaughan 45 platter will be pressed 
simultaneously with the 78's. 

Company has indicated it will 
not follow RCA Victor’s pattern 
of accenting the new speed for its 
full pop catalog. Instead. M-G-M 
is eyeing the 45 rpm disks for 
special current disks and selected 
reissues. Among future 45 rpm re- 
leases will be additional scores 
taken from future musical pix 
turned out by the parent film com- 
pany, Metro. 

M-G-M is pricing its 45 rpm disks 
at the competitive 79c. level estab- 
by Victor and Capito! for 
their similar slow-Speed platters. 
Company followed a similar proce- 
dure in pricing its 33 platters in 
step with Columbia Records’ price 
structure. 


PUSH ‘RODGERS WEEK’ 
AS 25TH ANNI BOW 


Williamson Music. publisher of 
the Rodgers-Hammerstein catalog, 
is pushing to have the week of 
May 14 observed as ‘Richard 
Rodgers Week,’ to mark the 25th 
showbiz anniversary of the com- 
poser. “Garrick Gaieties,”’ Theatre 
Guild revue with the first Rodgers 
Broadway score, preemed May 17, 
1925. to critical acclaim that es- 
tablished Rodgers and his lyricist, 
the late Lorenz Hart. 

Following Hart’s death in 1943, 
after a string of smash Broadway 
musical and pie scores, Rodgers 
teamed with Oscar Hammerstein 
II in a writing-producing collabo- 
ration that has resulted in such 
shows as “Oklahoma'” and “South 
Pacific.” 








MCA’s Chi Replacement? 


Chicago, April 18. 

Musie Corp. of America is re- 
portedly eyeing a replacement for 
Joe Kayser, Sr., its midwest cock- 
tail unit booker, who will retire 
soon, it was learned here last week. 

MCA denies that Kayser is leav- 
ing or that it is seeking someone 
to take over, but two band reps of 
other agencies are said to have 
been approached. 





copies of Ray Bloch’s new disk, | 


“Hi, Neighbor,” to New England 
taverns. 

The tune is Narragansett’s local 
anthem, 


Miiton R. Rackmil, Decca prexy. 
leaves for the Coast today (Wed.) 
to 0.0. the company’s western di- 

, Vision. 


Lerner, Warren Team 


For Pinza Film Score 
Hollywood, April 18. 

Metro’s teaming Harry Warren 

and Alan Jay Lerner for the first 

time to whip up an original musi- 

cal score for “Mr. Imperium,” 


which will be Ezio Pinza’s film- 
debut vehicle. It’s Lerner’s first as- 
signment at Metro. 


Don Hartman and Edwin H.. 
Knopf are screenplaying from 
Knopf’s original story. Hartman 


will direct. 


1306 Net for Cap 
In 50s Ist Qtr. 


Hollywood, April 18 

Reflecting the general upbeat in 
the disk industry, Capitol Records 
garnered a net profit of approxi- 
mately $130,000 during the first 
quarter of this year, according to 
Capitol prexy Glenn E. Wallichs 
First-quarter earnings for “1950 
compared to the $40,000 racked up 
in the similar period last year. 

Streamlining of Capitol’s opera- 
tions over the past year enabled 
the company to make over a 300°; 
profit gain on sales estimated by 
Wallichs at $3.325,000. Latter fig- 
ure represents, however, only a 
$200,000 increase over sales during 
the initial 1949 quarter. 

Wallichs, who is slated to leave 
shortly for a tour of European 
companies affiliated with Capitol, 
announced the election of the fol- 
lowing directors of the company: 





George G. “Buddy” DeSylva. 
Charles E. Driver, Homer Grotty, 
Jonathan B. Lovelace, Johnny 
Mercer, Donald Royce and Wal- 
lichs. 


Commenting on the company’s 
first - quarter earnings, Wallichs 
said that “.. . the uncertainty in 
the minds of consumers over the 
relative merits of the old and new 
types of records is being cleared 
away. Our improved sales reflect 
to a considerable degree our ef- 
foris to make it clear that each 
type of record—the conventional 
78 rpm, the new 45 rpm and the 
long-playing 33 rpm—has its place 
in the field of recorded entertain- 
ment.” Capitol was the first disk- 
ery to go into three-speed produc- 
tion. 


RCA Ties in Big Bally 
With Tosci Tour Of 
20 1-Nite Concerts 


the most extensive RCA- 
Victor promotion for a longhair 
artist in 15 years, Arturo Tosca- 
nini launched his first cross-coun- 
try tour of the U. S. with the NBC 
Symphony orchestra this week in 
a series of 20 one-niter concerts 
that'll wind up May 27 in Philadel- 





In 


phia. Current junket across the 
nation is the second made by the 
83-year old maestro. since he 
brought the La Seala orch of 
Milan to the U. S. in 1920. 
Paralleling the tour made by 


Leopold Stokowski and the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra in 1935 for the 
Red Seal division, RCA is report- 
edly shelling out approximately 
$200,000 to underwrite the Tos- 
canini swing. That expenditure, 
involving heavy ad-promotional 
activity for the maestro’s new 
platter releases, will be over and 
beyond the yeceipts garnered by) 
the 20 concerts at a $12 top. 

Victor is using the Toscanini 
concerts as a major springboard 
for putting over its catalog of new 
longhair pressings, including a 
series of six new albums and five 
re-releases being distributed in di- 
rect conjunction with the tour. A 
major portion of the new Tosca- 
nini works are being made avail- 
able in all three speeds. 

Toscanini’s sendoff Monday (17) 
at the Pennsylvania Station was 
attended by the top RCA brass, 
including Frank M. Folsom, prexy; 
General David Sarnoff, chairman 
of the board, and John F. Royal, 
NBC vice-prexy. Toscanini played 
his initial concert Monday nignt 
in Baltimore. 


Weeks in Mass. Race 


Boston, April 18. 
Ranny Weeks, Hub bandleader, 
has formally announced his candt- 
dacy for Secretary of State in the 
fall state elections. 
His father was formerly mayor 
,of neighboring Everett. . 





ASCAP ‘Loyalty’ No Longer Factor: 
Payoff Plan Based on 5-Year Spread 





Can’t Go Wrong With 
This Tin Pan Parlay 


New twist in pep musie is parlay- | 
ing the titles of three recent hits} 
into one tag for a new number. | 
Song is humorously dubbed “That | 
Lucky Old Red-Nosed Mule,” and | 
stemmed more from a gag than any | 
straight desire to write something 
of the sort. Idea was dreamed up 
by Al Brackman, Pickwick Music 
general manager, who wrote the 
ditty with Sid Tepper and Roy 
Brodsky Brackman is using the 
name of Martin Talbot on the 
credits 

Mills Music, with which Brack- 
man was associated when he, Tep- 
per and Brosky did their collab- 
bing. is publishing the number. 
First disk out on it is a Jack Rivers 
platter for Coral Records. 


Ahlert Reelection 
Still Center Of 
ASCAP Conflict 





+ Open defections to BMI ranks 


are conceded in ASCAP eircies, 


_and even now it’s no great secret 
‘that ‘quite a few Society ‘song- 


smiths have been writing tunes for 
BMI under noms-de-plume. Since 


International Business Machines, 
instead of “classification” com- 
mitteess, will now be the determin- 
ing and the only factors in com- 
puting ASCAP payoffs, the aver- 
age writers no longer feel beholden 
to so-called “loyalty.” If the 
writer grosses performances—and 
since 60° of the payoffs will be 
computed on the number of per- 
formances—it’s am open-and-shut 
mathematical calculation. Here- 
tofore there was the question of 
“loyalty,” and that figured always 
in appraising the extent of the 
classification uppage. 

By the time the annual ASCAP 
meeting comes around. next 
Tuesday (25), it is figured that a 
plan for writer payoff will be 
worked out. As it shapes up now 
it will follow the pattern of aver- 
aging up the degree of perform- 
ance, along with availability. and 
seniority, for the five years be- 
tween 1945 and 1949. Next year’s 
calculations wilk start at 1946 
through 1950, the vear after, from 
1947-1951. ete. 

Thus, writers can never be 
bumped more than one classifica- 
tion at a time, nor elevated more 


Special board meeting of the than one degree at a time. If the 

; ASCAP old guard—the so-called 

American Society of Composers, “country club set’ — finds itself 
Authors and Publishers directorate demoted, it will always be one 


Monday (17) produced nothing 
concrete in the current controversy 
surrounding the possible reelection 
of Fred E. Ahlert as ASCAP pres- 


ident when his second term ex- 
pires April 30. 
Discussions of the combined 


writer-publisher directors Monday 


centered mainly around a review 
of the final draft of the bylaw 
amendments required under the 


recent consent decree. These revi- 
sions are to be unveiled for the 
general Society membership at the 


annual business confab and dinner 


at the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., next 
Tuesday (25), following which 
they will be voted on by mailed 


ballot. Two-thirds approval of the 
entire membership is necessary for 
acceptance of the changes, and this 
majority is expected to be achieved 
easily. 


Ahlert dissension revolves around | 


an ASCAP rule which says that no 
president can sueceed himself in 
office more than once. This ruling 
can be rescinded by the board at 
its monthly meeting on April 27. 
at which time the prexy election 
is to be held. Publisher members 
of the board are in favor of con- 
tinuing Ahlert in office for a third 
term, several of them going so far 
as to state flatly that the rule will 
be rescinded and Ahlert reelected. 


degree less per annum, never any- 
thing radical. Ditto the moves up- 
wards. And if a slipping song- 
smith suddenly comes back, sav 
in 1952 or 1953 with a widely per- 
formed song or two, that in turn 
will bolster the averages upwards, 
in the same degree. 


ASCAP’S $2,500,000 
FOR ’50 1ST QUARTER 


Gross income for the American 
Society of Composers. Authors and 
Publishers for the first quarter of 
1950 was considerably in excess of 
$2,500,000, representing a take that 
betters any quarter for the past 
year and a half. 

Income from television was close 
to $250,000, indicating a healthy 
million-dollar minimum take from 
the new field for the entire present 
vear. ASCAP executives feel that 
this constantly increasing revenue 
source, coupled with the Society's 
new-found right, under the consent 
decree, to license film producers di- 
rectly, will more than compensate 
for the income lost to them when 
the Leibel!l court decision ruled out 
collection of the theatre seat tax. 


Publishers Hear Kaye 








Writers, however, are opposed to 
that happening on the basis that U Uk Sh H 
it would be a “misuse of power” rge € as eet ypo 
that would invite Department of First meeting of the board of 
Justice ire under the consent de- yyci¢ publishers’ Protective Assn. 
verter In order to offer their Own in a couple of months was bigh- 
choices of candidate for the post, lighted last week by the appear- 
writer members of the -board got ance of bandleader Sammy Kaye 
together last week at the home 


of Oscar Hammerstein II and came 
up with six volunteers for the job 
among their 12-man_ directorate. 
Six are Edgar Leslie, George W. 
Meyer, John Tasker Howard, Paul 
Cunningham, Stanley Adams and 
A. Walter Kramer. 


GOODMAN TAKES OFF 
FOR EUROPE; T.D. PREPS 


Benny Goodman and his sextet 





took off from Idlewild airport, 
N. Y.. Monday (17) for their six- 
week concert tour of Europe. a 


trek which marks Goodman's first 
extended appearance on the Con- 
tinent. Group is set to play key 
cities in Denmark, Sweden, Bel- 
gium, Switzerland, Italy and 
France. Goodman's previous Euro- 
pean. appearances, in 1949. were 
limited to England and France. 
Latest band to announce an in- 
vasion of European concert halls 


is Tommy Dorsey. Plans haven't 
been set as vet, beyond the fact 
that it will be a 10-week jaunt, 


beginning in September. 

In addition to Benny Goodman's 
just-starting continental 
Duke Ellington is set for a string 
of European dates next month. 


junket, 


with a proposal to help the stag- 
gering sheet music business via a 
ukelele hvpo. Believing that the 
current re-emergence of the uke as 
an amateur musical instrument can 
carry along with it increased sheet 
sales. Kave informally proposed & 
non-profit cooperative setup where- 
by several uke tunes be written 
and published, with the pop mu- 
sic industry getting behind them 
with a strong exploitation push 

MPPA members reacted favor- 
ab!lv to Kave’s overall desire to 
further sheet sales via concentra- 
tion on an easy-to-play home in- 
strument, but felt that individual 
publisher action rather than anv 
industry-wide campaign would be 
more feasible. It was also pointed 
out to the batoneer that pubs are 
bringing out Hawaiian and general 
uke folios in increasing numbers, 
in order to cash in on the upsurge 
of ukelele buving. 

Highlighting the uke to bolster 
sheet sales is not a new idea with 
Kaye, but it was only at last week's 
MPPA board meet that he brought 
it to general publisher attention. 
Last fall the leader first spoke to 
Walter G. Douglas. MPPA board 
chairman, about his idea, which 
had evolved from his noticing the 
growing sales of ukes throughout 
, the country. 
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POPULAR | 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


TOMMY DORSEY 
Comin’ Thru the Rye 


I Hadn't Anyone Till You 
20-3757—( 47-3757) 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


CLAUDE THORNHILL 
Raindrop Serenade 
Yes My Love 
DICK LEIBERT 
At the Roller Derby 
The Bowling Song 


JUANITA HALL 
Love Can Hurt You 
Shangri-La 

THE HONEYDREAMERS 
Rain 
Sweetheart Semicolon 





Say 20-3758—( 47-3758) 


20-3759—i 47-3759) 
-20-3760-— 47-3760) 


20-3761—(47-3761) 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


RALPH FLANAGAN 
Stars and Stripes Forever 
Giannina Mia 20-3762-—( 47-3762) 
PERRY COMO 
Let's Go to Church (Next Sunday 
Morning) 
If You Were Only Mine 
20-3763—‘ 47-3763) 





POP SPECIALTY 











JOE BIVIANO 
Can-Can Girl 


Vino, Vino 25-1157—: 51-0069) 





COUNTRY 











SLIM WHITMAN AND DOLORES WATSON 
Let's Go to Church (Next Sunday 
Morning) 
SLIM WHITMAN 


There's a Rainbow in Ev'ry Teardrop 
21-0313—' 48-0313) 





SACRED 














JOHNNIE AND JACK 
Jesus Hits Like the Atom Bomb 
Too Much Sinning 21-0314—‘ 48-0314) 








BLUES 








GENE GILBEAUX 
Gold Ain't Everything 
Up the Hill With “Jeep” ‘ 
22-0070—+ 50-0070) 


"45 r.p.m. catalog numbers. 


The stars who make the hils 
are on 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 








NOTE: All records in this panel are listed alphabetically by song title. 


€} Beyond the Sunset 


Three Suns—Rosalie Allen and Elton Britt 


€> Candy and Cake 


Mindy Carson 


€} Dearie 


Fran Warren and Lisa Kirk 


Q I Said My Pajamas 


Tony Martin and Fran Warren. 


€> It Isn’t Fair 


Sammy Kaye 


€} Little Angel With the Dirt 


Eddy Arnold 


© Music, Music, Music 
Freddy Martin 


0 Peter Cottontail 


Fran Allison 
Roy Rogers 


© Quicksilver 


Elton Britt & Rosalie Allen 


€} There’s No Tomorrow 


Tony Martin 


Qe Walking Blues 


Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 


$ Wanderin’ 


Sammy Kaye 


Vil 





Count Every Star 
Hugo Winterhalter 
20-3697—'47-3221)* 


(Number twenty. Most Plaved by Disk Jock- 
eys, The Billboard, April 15.) 


Roses 
Sammy Kaye... .20-3754—(47-3754)* 


“The Rose fever gets down to essentials 
here with just plain ‘Roses’—a fetchingly 
constructed ballad throbber. The smooth, 
ingratiating Kaye treatment should spell 
a roomful of nickels for this one.’ 

—The Billboard Possibilities, April 15. 


Spaghetti Rag 
Frankie Carle .. .20-3719—‘47-3719)* 


‘Number ten, The Retailers Pick: Number 
four, The Operators Pick, Billboard, April 
15). 


© 


' 
. . indicates records which, 
according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
current stocks begin to approach the 


“sold-out” stage. 

designates that record is 
one ot RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven” — among the leading 


numbers on the trade paper best sell- 
ing retail Obviousiy, sure 


things! 


’ 
sales charts. 


20-3599—(47-3105)* 


20-368 1—(47-3204)* 


20-3680—(47-3204)* 


20-3613—(47-3119)* 


26-3609-—(47-3115)* 


21-0300—( 48-0300)" 





20-3693—(47-3217)* 


20-3727—(47-3727)* 
21-0173—(48-0207)* 


20-0157—(48-0168)* 


20-3582—(47-3078)* 


SO SOSOd © 


22-0042—(50-0026)* 


20-3680—(47-3203)* 


. indicates records which 
than 
acceptance 


have enjoyed better 


average initial consumer 





and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
ing the ton-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 
consistent with demand. 


Stars Are the Windows of Heaven 
Fran Allison 20-3727-—(47-3727)* 


(Number seven, The Retailers Pick, Bill- 


board, April 15). 


Darn It, Baby, That's Love 
Tony Martin-Fran Warren 
20-3710—(47-3243)* 


(Number six. The Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
April 15). 


TIPS 


“Over and Over,” by Vaughn Monroe— 
Big Disk Jockey plays on this tune 
coming up; “Let’s Go to Church,” by 
Perry Como—Initial Coast to Coast re- 
action presages big Como hit, “Hoop- 
Dee-Doo” by Perry Como and “Chinese 
Mule Train,” by Spike Jones, getting 
tremendous coin op play. 


VICTOR Records « - 
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. wk. wk. Title and Publisher _ _izidSisi@!Aia!a!ia re; ‘gm O's S 
l ] “Knew You Were Coming” (Rob.) re Ree. = 5 me. Foe, l a. eae f oe l oh 4 2k: 2 _ 104 
5 ©  “Migdlc, Wits, Masia” (Creme ee ee ne eee 
3 3 “Dearie” (Laurel) ? rae. Tt Ee ot Se ee ae Pe ee 
45 “My Foolish Heart” (Santly-Joy). 4 3 1 7 2 3 ak a BR Re 
3. 4  “Chattanoogie Boy” (Acuff-Rose) 9 4 10 3 1... 3 .- 8 3 6 S582 
6 7 “Daddy’s Little Girl” (Beacon)...._ 5 9 .- 8 5 2 _ Re SE 
7A 8 “It Isn’t Fair” (Words-Music).... 8 6 8 2 5 6 5 10 38 
7B 9 “I Said My Pajamas” (Leeds)... -- 5 9 6 8 6 .- Ce ee ae 
8 11 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell). 6 8 10 OR ee 
9A 11 “Dear Hearts & People” (Morris)... .. 4 pe bs Me ag Whe 5, 17 
"9B 10 “Candy and Cake” (Oxford)...... .. -. 6 .. 10 9 .. @ ..' 9 9 .. 17 
id 6 “Peter Cottontail” (Hill-Range).. -- -. ----- - -- 5 1 16 
il 13 “Enjoy Yourself” | Morris). ee. 7 .. ae SS. a << way 14 
12... “Bewitched” (Chappell) JEM, Ber Ges 11 
; i314 “Sentimental Me” (Knick’bock’r). 7 10 9 10 8 











Robin Hood Dell To 
Resume Family Tix: 
Philadelphia, April 18. 
Robin Hood Dell will resume the 
sale of family season-admission 
. books, which was discontinued last 
year following the disastrous sea- 


MPPA Okays Entry Of 
Valando, Michaels Cos. 


Two new publisher members 
were admitted into the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Assn. at last 


week's board meeting, the first the 


organization has held in some son of 1948, when the Philly out- 

weeks. door concert series folded before 
Newcomers are Tommy Valan- the end of the season. 

* do’s Valando Music and the re- This year’s books, containing 30 

cently formed Michaels Music. tickets of admission to the un- 

Valando’s parent firm, Laurel Mu- reserved section, sell for $15.60 








sic, has been an MPPA member each, including tax, representing a 
for some time. 20% saving on the single admis- 
sion price. Books may be used by 
any number of _ persons. Two 


tickets per person are required for 
entrance to any of the 12 Master 
Series concerts, which feature 
name soloist. 
the six symphony concerts is one 
ticket per person. The Dell sea- 
son opens June 19 and _ runs 
through Jely 27. 

Announcement that the Robin 
Hood Dell orch had been signed 


WILHELMINA 


From 20th Century-Fox's 
“WABASH AVENUE” 
recorded by 


.... Capitol 
seis Mercury 
5 ccoesesssc Ol 


JAN GARBER 

EDDY HOWARD 

DANNY KAYE 
mee, «KAY KYSER . 

BENNY LEE 

ART LUND 

FREDDY MARTIN 


night at the Dell’s 21st anniversary 


RCA Victor 


Admission to any of” 


Joe Csida Denies RCA 
Publisher Brushoff 


Editor, VARIETY: 

In re your story, “Man Music 
Publishers Complain at RCA 
Brushoff; Csida Explains,” it is an 
old RCA Victor policy to be cour- 
teous to one and all. Hence, I 
must restate our operational pro- 
cedure with respect to the selec- 
tion of tunes to be recorded. 

We have four of the ablest men 
in the music-record business on the 
artist and repertoire staff at RC 
Victor. Charlie Grean, Henri Rene, 
Hugo Winterhalter and Dewey 
Bergman have each had an approx- 
imately equal number of publishers 
assigned to them. These men spend 
a total of several hundred hours a 
week listening to songs brought in 
by publishers, large and small. 

The publishers are quoted as 
complaining about the noncommit- 
tal attitude of the aforementioned 
ja & r men. They pare non- 
|committal when they don’t like a 
|song. They simply tell the pub- 


‘by Victor Records was made last lishers no dice, and are fully au-| considering whether giving pub- 


thorized to do so. When they do 


in the Bellevue-Stratford like a song they tell a publisher | is: 
age le B. Elliott. vp. in charge they will let him know. The four | turned down which later became 


‘RH’ Logging System 

| 

| Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. 
‘ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For erample, a commercial vocal in all three 
‘territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings of 
commercial shows. The first group éonsists of the top 30 songs. 


Week of April 7 to April 13, 1950 


First Group 
Songs : Publishers 
A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes—i“Cinderella”...... Disney 
Bewitched ve a ates sg Nite a ho ae Oe es ee ea é' Chappell 
eRe OR Oh, het Ge ail oo 4.08 ah OED 6 0% eee el CR DR, 8 Oxford 
Se GER KMNN 5. 5 ah cuih cin aerate Slo oe alba Sas Gees oO eens 6 arb aie. Leeds 


Acuff-Rose 
Beacon 


Chattanoogie Shoe Shine Boy 
Daddy’s Little Girl 


Dearie ; ee er ere Laurel 
Did Anyone Ever Tell You Mrs. Murphy ............. Johnstone-M 
Enjoy Yourself beke ane esis 446 Morris 
Girl That I Marry—?*“Annie Get Your Gun”............ Berlin 
God's Country : a Me EE Ares goer Robbins 
If I Knew You Were Coming I'd’ve Baked a Cake........... Robert 
I Gotta Have My Baby Back fe Peer 
I’m Gonna Paper All My Walls With Your Love Letters Goday 
I Said My Pajamas Pe tee , Leeds 
It Isn’t Fair Oe Tees Words & Music 
It's So Nice To Have a Man Around the House.... , aN eas Morris 
|Music, Music, Music : é ES ELIS EP AST ee Cromwell 
My Foolish Heart—*‘*My Foolish Heart” ...... Santiy 
eG CUO ER mk kee neh ee dees aha e Seas steed Shapiro 
 SiUUEOEE i. ce bea ticea ete th one Mets open Sweat ac Hill & Range 
ne IS 2a tt, @ Good biqa ace ss oe ve Kea aselaa we Be Hill & Range 
Rain SS ee ee Oe ae fee ee rere Miller 
0)” SRS err ee ro Pare eee Knickerbocker 
Sete ee eee WIRROW osc bk kd cee wn hea Shapiro-B 
tay Wits Ce PAO T OOM 2. pi ds be kis he Feed o's CL Oat 5 Morris 
UNBRING CORG—<-T MIGINE PRINTED” wc ck cece be cece keccen Burke-VH 
sere Seem Pneme—t LNG BION” ol tee ek ek. Chappell 
Wilhelmina—*“Wabash Avenue” .........c.ccceeecvvuces Feist 


With My Eyes Wide Open I’m Dreaming 


Crawford 


e 


Second Group 


Ask Me No Questions ie ee, eee Witmark 
Bibbidi-Bobbidi- Boo—?* Cinderella” ey i gat, re Disney 
Big Movie Show In the Sky—**Texas, Li’l Darlin’” ....... Chappell 
But Me, I Love You 5 ides benechi oh Speck atela R Aa bee: @2.8 Campbell 
Copper Canyon—T"Copper Canyon”... esis ccccs aces scetcees Famous 
ee SE = 5c Ee coast. Sok 0449 eer CAPE ES Co SRT we ms Harms 
ey I er ae ee Morris 
ee ES. ae. \ suwle wh alee 64k ee on we a 6 0a ad Advanced 
| Don’t Do Something To Someone Else _...............000.., Fisher 
Have I Told You Lately That I Love You?................. Duchess 
1 Can Dream, Can't I ... RSE ER Ren a Sere ee Chappell 
5 geet Gee EE TRG sees BPS DG ick aiccpiwcenicbacestsis Famous 
| Johnson Rag Ee Me ee, eee OE Se © ee Miller 
en es SOE... 65 a web ca SS coeaeg ee eae ee uekaae cee ss Leeds 
ie ee ee’ MENU EOP. cas sa xane O44 Ce kv CR ESD Oka ee eet Drever 
Ce a aa AE kd en 5 RE OR Ee ea Lombardo 
a Smee Be BV O=~ 7 COOTOIIM © 8.5c is cnc 6 cwcee cvccetowens Disney 
mace See) PU PLO nk ka sb edb bab 0000460 ER Burke-VH 
There’s No Tomorrow et avks tebe) bss ee Paxton 
Yow es. Fronmaerrul—T"Paia 1. Fit: ck ce iwkin ke Oi check Cs Paramount 





+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 











of “misses” on potential hit songs, 
but I think an equitable basis for 


ON THE 
SUNNY SIDE 


‘lishers every honest consideration 
How many tunes havé we 


| big hits as a result of recordings 


LEO FEIST, INC 











= 


NEW NOVELTY HIT #644046444-44 
SWEEPING ACROSS THE NATION + 


| FOUND : 
MY MAMA 


Records Released 


YOU’RE IN LOVE 
WITH EVERYONE 


(But the One Who's in Love With You) ? 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. ; 


1619 Broadway, New York 19 








of RCA-Victor consumer products. ™en and myself get together as 
Victor’s snagging of the Dell Often as we can, usually twice a 


orchestra makes for a switch, since Week, occasionally once a week, to | 


the Dell’s Philly outdoor summer 8° Over the songs each of the four 
symphony has virtually the same Men has picked up since our last 
lineup of musicians as the Phila- Session. [I then make the final de- 


delphia orchestra, which records Cisions on the songs. Occasionally | 
‘for Columbia’s long-hair depart- W® ask to be permitted to hold on) 


ment. to a song for further consideration 

The Dell orchestra was previous- °Y@" though we find it impossible 
ly under the Columbia banner, but '® record it at the moment, and oc- 
the contract lapsed last year. In- C@Sionally in such cases we wind 
siders were crediting the deal to,UP Not doing the song at all, any- 


Manie Sacks, who had a hand in| W@Y. for any one of a hundred rea- | 


the original jump of the Philly | S0ns inherent in the nature of the 
orch from Victor to the Columbia "ecord business itself. 
label. Sacks and Fredric R. Mann, Being roughly human I think 
Dell president, are close friend. we are entitled to our fair share 
More than 800 attended the din- | 
ner, at which Margaret Truman was 
guest of honor. Miss Truman sings 
at the Dell June 27. 








-on other labels? 
RCA Victor is fully cognizant of 
,the importance of publishers to the 
-success of its recording activities. 
We certainly could not get along 
without them, and we do try to give 
them all the time possible. This 
goes for myself as well as for the 
entire a & r staff. If we cannot 
take their phone calis on occasion, 
or are unable to see them person- 
ally it is purely because we are 
momentarily tied up with some 
other detail of our operation. 
Thanks for the opportunity to 
state RCA’s side a little more ex- 
plicitly. Joe Csida. 





JOE. 
BUSHKIN 


OPENS AT THE 


BLUE NOTE 


CHICAGO 


APRIL 21° 


Ernie Anderson 
Jim McCarthy 





Joe Glaser 





Have you heard | LOVE A PIANO, Joe's LP Atlantic Record? 
Half an hour of candlelight piano music by The Bushkin Tria, 





Inside Orchestras—Music 


Part of Leeds Music’s promotion of its “The Old Piano Roll Blues” 


Roll was made by Lawrence Cook, using the same arrangement he 
waxed for Abbey Records. Cook platter was the one that started cur- 
| rent interest in the number. 





fore listing the eight waxings now available on the song, announces it 
/as “the first long playing piano roll.” Following some nonsensical 
| mathematical equations which arrive at the conclusion that the roll’s 
speed is ‘4 m.p.h.,” letter continues: 


| “Here is new exciting adventure in recorded . music. The first L.P. | 
We predict it will-replace the Edison Cylinder Record (160 | 


piano roll. 
rpm). We urge you to play this version of ‘Old Piano Roll Blues’ on 
your p-i-a-n-o-l-a. If you do not have this amazing musical instrument, 


jad p-i-a-n-o-l-a, we suggest you spin it on your oldfashioned turn- 
Lables. 





Columbia is moving to cash in on Tony Martin’s recent disk success 
by releasing two prewar sides, “Moon of Manakoora” and “I Hadn't 
Anyone But You,” with Ray Noble backstopping. Martin etched for 
Columbia and Decca before entering the Navy during the war but didn’t 
hit any disk sales peaks until he began to wax for Mercury after the 
war. Victor grabbed him when his Mercury deal lapsed and he has 
since become the Little Dog’s No. 1 male vocalist. 





has an actual piano roll going out to all disk jockeys, reviewers, ete. | 


Accompanying the roll is a tongue-in-cheek Leeds letter which, be- | 


OF THE 
STREET 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 























it's Music By 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ON THE BEACH 
WITH YOU 


|| (Words & Music, Inc.) 
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TWO NEW SONGS ¢%+4++4¢¢4+44 
THE GIRL ON THE COVER 
_ OF 


MADEMOISELLE 
Seallie 
TOO LONG 


For Professional Copies 
Write te 


Victoria Music Co. 


SOY Fifth Avenue New York 17 
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| 


_at the Swing Club, Frisco, May 11 
|... MCA set Frank DeVol for the 


On the Upbeat 


Hollywood 


Jack Fina band treks to Chicago | 


May §& to open a summer-long en- 


gagement at the Edgewater Beach | 


hotel at $2,500 per frame... 


George Shearing’s combo moves in- | 


to the Oasis, southside nitery, for 
two weeks starting July 21 
Benny Carter opens a two-weeker 


Tau Epsilon Phi benefit for Duarte 
Sanatarium at Casino Gardens 
May 5. 





Chicago 

Mercury Records signed TV 
singer Roberta Quinlan for four 
sides with options . .. Cornell Col- 
lege, Mr. Vernon, Ia., will send its 
entire glee club to-the Chi Music 
Festival in August in honor of one 
of its graduates, composer Egbert 
Van Alstyne, guest of honor at the 
Festival . .. Bette Chapel cutting 
four sides for Mercury this week 
. Glen Gray opens season at 
Elitch Gardens, Denver, May 12 to 
25... Teddy Phillips to Kenny- 


| 
} 


| 2 for 12 days. 
| midwest office of Leeds Music for 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“If I Knew You Were Coming” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“If I Knew You Were Coming” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“If I Knew You Were Coming” 
Best British Seller 
“Music, Music, Music” 


wood Park, Pittsburgh, May 13 for 
six days ... Billy McDonald into 
Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee, May 
. . Lois Steele left 


advanced music study .. . Al Trace 
into Martinique indefinitely start- 
ing April 24... Hank Markbreit, 
Bourne Music midwest manager, on 
one-week tour of visiting deejays 
in Ohio, Michigan and Indiana ... 
Columbia Records signed John- 
son Family, a couple with four 
children, to do a religious ‘and 
kiddie albums. Family has daily 
spot on WBBM, CBS outlet here 
... Sherman Hayes band to Forest 
Park hotel, St..Louis. May 12 . 

Hayes has just cut four sides for 
London ... Chi deejay Marty Ho- 


| 
| 


ln en ee SS | 


} 


gan into Oriental theatre May 20 
for two weeks as emcee. .,. ita 
O’Day into Cafe Society “In New 
York May 20... Miteh Miller in 
to cut Ken Griffin for Columbia 
Julie Stearns, BMI profession- 
al manager, in to confer with 
Jimmy Cairns, midwest contact- 
man... Berle Adams in town last 
week cutting several sides with 
London. 


Pittsburgh . 
Lee Henry, who will ‘have one 
of the leads in new Playhouse | 


musical, “Fifty Grand,"’ was vo-| 
calist with Billy Catizone’s band at | 
Terrace Room of William Penn ho- | 
tel last year . . . Guy Lombardo | 
opens week’s stand at Vogue Ter- | 
race on Friday (21)... June and| 
Jack Dahl into cocktail lounge at | 
Bill Green’s for an indefinite stay 
; . Norma King, former singer 
with Baron Elliott, Harry Bigley | 
and Johnny Marino bands, debut-| 
ing as a single at Monte Carlo... 
Al Fremont’s Trio finished run at 
Carnival Lounge .. . Leo Peiper’s 
band followed Dick Jurgens outfit 
into Bill Green’s Monday (17) 
Walter Gable orch had its option 
picked up again at the Ankara.. 





on RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS 
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Rating ‘ . | & l | | 2 sie i|SOlligiais 
April 15 SisliBlieisiblisialsiaisieals 
Bp ei Sis im~ ie (eis iei8Si<in 
This Last 7 Final 8i8is isles isi8isigi t 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZIOl aA 'aAlBGin ile iHAIO!alan! § 
ANTON KARAS (London) 
1 1 “Third Man Theme” —536 oo Fe 2 1 3 = 9 es 1 1 17 
py ~ EILEEN BARTON (Mercury) 
2. 3 “Knew You Were Coming’’—5392 1 4 2 8 3 a 2 2 6 67 
? SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
3 2 “it Isn't Fair’—20-3609.........._ 7 2 ‘: £4 5 2 10 1 57 
TERESA BREWER (‘London) 
“4 4 “Music, Music, Music”—604 10 10 1 4 2 8 3 q _e 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
5 7 “My Foolish Heart”—10623A ... 4 3 2 & a 35 
e. BILL SNYDER (Tower) 
6 “Bewitched”—1473 ............ Te ee 5 6... 8 
es ~~ TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
7 6 “There's No Tomorrow” —20-3582 8 8 6 6 2 8 . 28 
bs ~ GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
8 8 “Third Man Theme”—24839... we a, Tae 
f AMES BROS. (Coral) 
9 12 “Sentimental Me”—601 40. 5 6 9 2 us 22 
2 GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
10A 11 “My Foolish Heart”—24830...... 5 1 9 8 21 
i% *J. STAFFORD-G MacRAE (Cap.) 
10B_..__“Dearle"—858_ 43 521 
E. MERMAN-R. BOLGER (Decca) 
11 15 “Dearie” —24873 Reese 6 5 . 18 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
12 11 “Enjoy Yourself” —38709... . Pg ae 7 4 9 4 17 
JOHNNY DESMOND (M-G-M) | 
13 14 “C'est Si Bon”—1 0613. . 7 oo 6 6 7 10 15 
M. MARTIN-A. GODFREY (Col.) | 
14A 9 “Go to Sleep, Go to Sleep” —38744 5 7 7 i4 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
14B 16 “Enjoy Yourself”—24825......... 3 5 14 
a “FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) | 
15 10 “Cry of the Wild Goose” —5363 . 7 8 6 12 | 
= BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
16 i “You Lonesome Tonite” — 10628 — 2 a 11 
ins, VICTOR YOUNG (Decca) | 
17A 15 “La Vie En Rose"—24816 . 8 4 10 | 
» FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) | 
17B “Swamp Girl”—5390 » 310 | 
GENE AUTRY ‘Columbia’ | 
17C 5 “Peter Cottontail”—38750....... 1 10 | 
ARTIE SHAW (Decca) } 
18 ‘Love Walked In”—24869_ y 2 , “ 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
19A “Sugarfoot Rag”—24958 _. i Sa ae eee et fee os 25: 8 
"MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
19B 17 “Daddy's Little Girl”—24872 = eae 10 . 7 8 
 MERVIN SHINER (Decca) 
home “Peter Cottontail” —46221 | sees eee -_ ae : 3 : 8 
| I | 2 3 4 5 
E TOP YOUNG MAN 
F I V H PACIFIC RALPH FLANAGAN GenTLEMEN PREFER DIXIE BY DORSEY 
| SOUT PLAYS ssaeenee — are 
t R&H Jimmy Dorsey ome Uoy 
A L B U M Ss ree es Ralph Flanagan Srondwoy Cast ’ . Harry James 
Columbta Victor Columbia Columbia Columbia 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
ne babe eeu eebeeee 9 Bee | COREE cccccses 3 41 
IEC CEN EE TL 2 we RRA i 29 
eS TELE ee 3 i Ed, Bis hae be Gbie Sha OO ] 22 
DEE. vw vies 6 Bay 6 oom eee a Ee 2 ote Paar eae 1 21 
RO ee ee ie yee eer 3 61 | 




















Available 
Soon! 


ALFRED 
DRAKE 


in 


DOWN 


IN THE 


VALLEY 


A Musical Play 





& 
Music by 


Kurt WEILL 


Libretto by 


Arnold SUNDGAARD 


with 


Jane WILSON 


and Supporting Cast 


Chorus and 
Orchestra 
Conducted by 


Maurice LEVINE 


Recording 
Supervised by 


Mr. WEILL 
i 


TO BE 
RELEASED 
IN BOTH 

LONG PLAY 
and 78 RPM 
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RECORDS 
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D.C. Variety Rodeo's Mild 406 


Slim Aid to Its Charity Fund 


Washington, April 18. 
Local Variety tent fell far short 
of expectations in a week-long 
Rodeo. starring radio’s Lone 
Ranger, at the National Guard Ar- 
mory past week. The 16 perform- 
ances, scaled at $1.50 for box seats. 
with majority of seats pegged at 
31 and 50c for juves, grossed $40,- 

000 at the 5,000-seat arena. . 
Show, assembled by Gordon Kib- 
bler. York, Pa., producer, was 
planned to pad the club’s Welfare 
Fund to meet the many demands 
upon it. Despite yeoman service 


by tent officers and show chair- 
men Hirsch de la Viez and Jack 
Espey, and all-out cooperation trom 


town’s grosses barely cov- 


press, 











JUDY CANOVA 


COMEDIENNE 





PERSONAL 
APPEARANCES 


WM. H. KING 


2025 N. Argyle Ave. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 








sa 


APRIL 15: BILLBOARD 
Business at Roxy (6,000 seats: 
averaged $76,000) so good that bill 
of SONNY HOWARD and “Cheap- 
er by the Dozen™ holds four weeks: 
initial take $115,000. 

Thenk you, Clifton Webb and 
famiiy, fer the assist. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


PUNCH LINES gagfiles issues 9 and 10 are 
now ovt—SI earl. (issues | to & alse at $I 
each.) Contains the tatest, funniest, ORIG- 
INAL how's written by America’s top gag- 
man. . ., Send for latest price list of comedy 
material. We also write special material to 
erder—tailored to your personality and talent. 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
276 W. 43rd St., N.Y. C. LO 4-5943 








ered the hefty nut. Revenue from 
concessions and program are ex- 
pected to help. 

Rodeo p.a. marked the sixth in 
the career of the Lone Ranger, 
who was a seven-day wonder-in-the- 
flesh for town’s moppets. The 
masked radio phenomenon whirled 
all over town in hospital stints for 
his juve fans. Large percentage 
of marked-down junior admissions, 
about 6 to 1, helped pull down the 
take. 





Tennis-ite Wood Using 


Wrong Racquet, Avers 
P.A. Guild in Gripe 


Publicists Guild, newly formed 
outfit repping most of the N. Y. 
nitery and restaurant press agents, 
is burning at the competitive tac- 
tics of a non-member, Sidney 
Wood. former tennis star, who 
opened a publicity office last sum- 
mer. Wood planted a_ hotfoot 
under the PG by soliciting new 
clients with a letter stating that 
“we guarantee to secure you press 
mentions among the following col- 
umnists: Walter Winchell, Dorothy 
Kilgallen. Earl Wilson, Danton 
Walker, Ed Sullivan, Louis Sobol, 
Frank Farrell, Cholly Knicker- 
bocker, Hedda Hopper, Cobina 
Wright and other columnists of 
comparable stature.” 

Contending that Wood’s promise 
to deliver space and newspaper- 
men was “unethical,” the Guild is 
forcing a showdown with Wood by 
sending a photostatic copy of the 
soliciting letter to all newspaper- 
men mentioned along with the 
query of “what gives?” Wood 
states that the letter was devoid of 
any unethical intent, adding that 
many of the columnists listed had 
seen and approved the formulation. 

PG is also squawking against 
Wood’s use of such columnists as 
Charles Ventura, Bob Considine 
and Knickerbocker (Igor Cassini) 
as persons with whom clients could 
check Wood's qualifications. PG, 
in its covering letter to the col- 
umnists, is maintaing that such 
practices are undermining the fair 
practice code set up by the Guild. 





Levenson Wins Qut 


Suit brought by Citadel Press, 
publisher of a book written by 
comedian Sam Levenson, against 
bandleaders Jack Ramon and Bert 
Wayne was discontinued this week, 


aceording to papers filed in N. Y.) 


Federal court. 

Action was withdrawn when the 
defendants signed a consent de- 
cree whereby they agreed to stop 


‘spots and eateries a 


Saranac Lake | 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 18. 
Easter gave most of the night- | 


rand-slam | 
play in the downtown colony here. | 
Among those offering extra enter- | 
tainment were Durgan’s with a| 
floorshow and Dickensons’ orches- | 
tra, Glade-Room of the Alpine) 
hotel, Hennessey’s, Tuffy’s English | 
Tavern and the Colonial Inn. 

Harold Wood, execs of Neigh- | 
borhood Theatres, Richmond, Va., | 
spent the Easter holidays with his | 
frau, Ruth Wood. Her recent 
clinic report shows nice progress. | 

Double birthday party tendered | 
Helen Pelechowicz and Jack 
(RKO) Wassérman, with plenty 
fun and refreshments. 

Eugenie (legit) Reed, given a 
visiting O. K. plus pix shows twice 
weekly. 

The passing of Evan Evans came 


as a shock to many members of 
this colony He was a successful | 
farmer here for many years and | 


always was interested in the wel- 
fare of ailing performers here. He 
was a brother of the late George 
“Honey Boy” Evans. 

Special mention should be of 
the way every patient here makes | 


sacrifices to donate to the Red 
Cross, Cancer Fund and other) 
drives. 

Top marked progress clinic re- 
ports to Wilton H. Birdsong, 
Hopewell, Va. technician, and | 


Jenny Foley, Chicago theatre, Chi 
who are making nice comeback. 
Write to these who are ill. 


Lisbon Legit, 


Niteries Boo 


Lisbon, April 11. 
Lisbon theatres are putting on 
new plays and again doing sock 
business in spite of the economic 





crisis that the country is going 
through. Nightclub biz is good,’ 
too. 


The Teatro Nacional has reopen- 
ed under the management of 
Amelia Rey-Colaco and _ Robles 
Monteiro. They are presenting 
“Return,” by Matos Sequeira; ‘“‘La 
dama del Alba,” by Alejandre Gas- 


sona, and “Dangerous Corner,” by | 


J. B. Priestley, until the end of 
May, when they will produce a new 
Portuguese play. 


At the Teatro Apolo the Comedi- | 


antes continue with Emlyn Wil- 
liams’ “Light of Heart,” which has 
| proved to be a success. At the 
| Teatro Avenida the revue company 
| of Beatriz Costa is closing after five 
months, and will be succeeded by 
|the revue company of Kaps and 
| Johan, which is at present at the 
| Colisseu Theatre in Oporto. 

| Teatro Maria Vitoria is present- 
|ing “Song of the Street” by Vale, 
Ribeiro and Campos, with music 
by Fernando Carvalho and Alberto 
Ribeiro. The Variedades has the 


publishing a pamphlet which Cita- | Madalena Soto-Assis Pacheco com- | fbn, 00 3 ‘ 1 
del claimed infringed upon Leven-| pany from the Teatro Odeon, prior | Cotton Carnival, Mémphis, May 6, 


son’s “Meet the Folks.” 











“Steve and Sally Phillips have 
developed something different in 
style for tap teams. Instead of just 
running through stock sets of terp- 
ing, they have added some flash, 
tapping while pantomiming their 
way through a pickup, a baseball 
game and hitch-hiking scene. Also 
added by Steve are impressions of 
old-time riffs, buck-and-wings and 
Pat Rooney. Pair earn a geod 
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT! 


STEVE and SALLY PHILLIPS 


“SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN DANCING!” 


SOMETHING DIFFERENT! Something Different! 


Something Different! 


March 15-28—Goiden Hotel, Rene 
April 5-11—Orpheum Theatre, L.A. 
April 13-19—Orpheum Theatre, 
Oakland 
Thanks to: 
BERT LEVEY 
Personal Direction: 
MATTY ROSEN 
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| to a provincial tour. 

The operetta company of Ricardo 
Covoes is closing after. eight 
months at the Colisseu, to be suc- 
ceeded by the Madrid Symphonic 
orch and then a season of Amer- 
ican films. 

Business in cabarets and niteries 
is good. The Maxime has a new 
floor show starring Lili Bartell, a 
Belgian dancer; the Kalsky Ballet, 
German and Austrian girls; the 
Spanish orchestra of Ramon Evar- 
isto and, of course, the two Por- 
tuguese orchs of Sepulveda and 
Almeida Cruz. 

The Teatro Municipal of Funchal 
(Madeira Island) has reopened with 
the revue company headed by Oc- 








tavio Bramao. 








—————— 


Renee Sheppard To 
Reopen G’wich Villager 


Renee Sheppard will reopen her 
Little Club, Greenwich Village, 
N. Y., latter part of next month, 
when she reclaims it from current 
lessee, who has been operating a 
drama and dance school on the site 
of the former nitery. 

Miss Sheppard, former showgirl, 
had operated spot as 





Fox, St. Loo, Scramming 
Stage Shows for Summer 


Fox-theatre, St. Louis, will drop 
vaudeville for the summer. Last 
bill winds up April 28, but shows 
are slated to be resumed Aug. 20. 

During the summer months, Fan- 
chon & Marco will use package 
shows at the nearby St) Louis the- 


a nitery for | atre, also operated by them. A 


several years before hiring it out series of units is currently being 
'set by Dot Howe, out of the F&\i 





First Gun Fired At 
Hub Meet to Restore 
Shelvey to AGVA Post 


Boston, April 18. 


Arthur Cowan, deputy counsel 
for American Guild of Variety 
Artists during Matt Shelvey’s re- 
gime, appeared before an open 
forum of actors here last week (14) 
and urged the warring factions in 
Hub’s AGVA jurisdictional dispute 
to get together and reinstate Shel- 
vey in order to avoid losing their 
complete autonomy. In a spirited 
speech, Cowan declared the white- 
washing of Shelvey by the courts 
has paved the way for his full re- 
instatement as head of the talent 
union and insisted on a’ full ac- 
counting of all union funds be 
made to AGVA membership. 


With the Hub situation muddled 


| 


office in New York. 





Square Dance Festival 
An eight-hour, city-wide square 
and folk dance festival will be 
held by the Square Dance Callers 


_Assn. of New York Sunday (23) at 


by operation of two AGVA 
branches here, one headed _ by 
Ralph Morgan, put in by Associ- | 


ated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica when Shelvey was ousted, and 
the other by Freddie Dale, who has 
staunchly upheld Shelvey, out of 
town actors hitting here find it dif- 
ficult to understand which one has 
authority, resulting in lost dues. 
Cowan also declared all persons 
guilty of spreading malicious 
propaganda against Shelvey will 
be brought to book and will “‘let 
the chips fall where they may.” 


Midwest Vaude Dates 


Chicago, April 18. 

Oshkosh theatre, Wise., has add- 
ed two days of vaude, making a 
total of eight days on loop, which 
includes Green Bay, Manitowoc, 
Kenosha, and Madison .. . Strad- 
ford, Warner weekend vauder, is 
going in for semi-names .. . Eddie 
Sligh moving to new quarters and 
Paul Marr taking over former site 
. . .« Oriental theatre starts ama- 
teur nights April 24. 

Eddie Kozak set for the Jeffer- 
son Hotel, April 21, for two weeks 

. . Danny Grahams, MCA vaude 














| booker, off for Florida vacation ... | 


Whitson Bros., Jayne Walton, 


| Georgie Goebel, have been added | 


ito the Al Morgan revue at Memo- | 


rial Hall, Columbus, O., April 30 
+++ Kenny Milton opens at the Ca- 
sino, April 21... Johnny Bache- 


/man into the Holland hotel, Cleve-| 


|land, May 20. 


He’s also set for 


along with Billy Grant, Marvin 
Boone and Jimmy Costello. 


| 


the Park Terrace Ballroom, Bron: 
Festival will feature leading square 
dance callers from the Metropoli- 


tan area, New Jersey and Long 
Island. 
Festival will begin at 3 p. m. 


and run though 11 p. m 





Laurette and Clymas, dance hu- 
morists, are set for a repeat date 
at the Normandie Roof of the Mt 
Royal hotel, Montreal, April 26, 
following current run of Carl Bris- 
son. It'll be their 10th appearance 
there in five years. 














BILLY: BISHOP 
An’ ANN 


"“, . « Billy Bishop, who combines 
whimsy with deliberately mangled 
magic for some appreciable yocks. 
Bishop underplays a line of Bob 
Benchiey-type chatter nicely and his 
pretty assistant dresses up the stage 
with her Betty Grable chassis." 

Billboard 


Opening April 24 
CLUB CHARLES 
Baltimore, Md. 

Thanks DICK HENRY. 
e 
Opening May lI 
§ O’CLOCK CLUB 
Miami City, Fla. 
Thanks HARRY KILBY. 


Management: 
LEON NEWMAN - MARK J. LEDDY 

















HAVE YOU SEEN 


JACKIE 


KANNON 














ALPHONSE BERGE 


CURRENTLY 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 
Thanks to LEON LEONIDOFF 


BOOKED SOLID UNTIL OCTOBER 
Direction: AL WILSON AGENCY 


1501 Breadway, New York City 
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THE MOST COPIED ACT IN SHOWBUSINESS 





IN “GOING TO THE DOGS” 


The Originator of Training Dogs in Reverse 
APPEARING AGAIN AT PALACE, NEW YORK 


Thanks to VAL PARNELL for a Most Enjoyable Engagement at the PALLADIUM, LONDON 


Direction: MATTY ROSEN 


L GORDON 
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Omaha Cops Launch New Drive 
On Stag Shows, Gambling Joints 


Omaha, April 18. 


The stag show industry in Omaha 
is tottering as the result of a raid 
last Friday night (14), when a po- 
lice vice squad raided the Polish 
Club after viewing enough of a 
pornographic film. They seized the 
print and the projectionists as well 


as a couple of men, whom they 
claim had set up the show. 
Police say they were a few min- 


an exhibition by 
from 


utes too late for 
several strippers brought in 
Kansas City. Now the cops are 
probing’ inte the identity of the 
agents who have been doing a flour- 
ishing business in booking of girls 
and lewd movies. Police alleged 
that the show was sponsored by a 
veterans club. Nearly $500 in ticket 
coin was seized at the gate as evi- 
dence with three reels of the pic- 
ture. 

Crackdown 
gambling spots, 
Chez Paree clubs, were closed by 
Iowa authorities across the river 
and local police cleaned up smaller 
fry gambling in the city. 


EARLY ADVANCE SALE 
FOR A.C. PAGEANT TIX 


Atlantic City, April 18. 

Demand for tickets for the 1950 
Miss America Pageant, to be 
staged here in September, 
been so great that officials started 
distributing them last week. 

Mrs. Lenora Slaughter Frapart, 
of Pageant. committee, said that 
the decision to put the tickets on 
the market at this early date was 
made when some $5,000 in cash 
came in with advance orders. 

“The way the money was com- 
ing in, we would have had a job 
deciding where we were if we 
waited until summer when we 
usually start distributing tickets,” 
she said. 

“So we decided to send 
out on a first come first 
basis. . Those who have sent us 
money for tickets will receive 
them in the next week or so, and 
as other orders come in they will 
be promptly filled.” 

Mrs. Frapart said that 
contestants have already been 
named; one of them, Miss Joanne 
Hinnand, Miss Utah, being selected 
Jast December. Ancther contest- 
ant, Miss Maxine Cochern, the 
1950 Miss Alaska, was picked last 
month and is presently in Holly- 
wood, where she is representing 
the territory in public appearances. 

The Pageant last year attracted 
some 45,000 during the four 
nights it was staged in the Munci- 
pal auditorium. Gate was approxi- 
mately $70,000 from ticket sales 
alone. 


came after the top 
the Stork and 





them 
served 





Circus, Icer, Water Show 


Set for K.C. Centennial 


Kansas City, April 18. 


Third event in conjunction with 
the Centennial celebration here 
this summer will be the Tom Pack 
Circus. Outdoor show was set last 
week for June 21-24 to play in the 
Blues Stadium, American Assn. 
baseball park. 

Arrangements are being handled 

y John Antonello, chairman of the 
Centennial amus. committe, special 
group formed to coordinate show 
business attractions with city’s own 

eavy schedule of ceiebrations, pa- 
rades and pageants. 

Committee previously booked 

“Holiday on Ice” and ‘Water Fol- 
lies” as Special attractions. A fire- 
works display will be the climax of 
the circus show. 


Sinatra for Chez, Chi 





Frank Sinatra has been signed | 


for the Chez Paree, Chicago, start- 
ing May 12, It's his first Chi nitery 
date, 
Sophie Tucker was originally 
slated for this stand, but her date 
as been postponed. Joe E. Lewis | 
is to follow Soph at the spot. 


+ 


have | 


three |- 





Hub’s Latin Quarter Mulls 
Blade Show for Summer 


The Latin Quarter, Boston, is 
negotiating an ice show for sum- 
mer run. Deal is on with Dave 
Baumgarten, of Music Corp. of 
America, and may be set this week. 

Room will continue to use names 
until the tank display comes in 
June 11. Among those booked for 
interim dates are Xavier ‘Cugat 
orch, May 1; to be followed by 
Sam Levenson, Joe E. Lewis and 
Billy Daniels. 


New Sports Arena 
For ‘Albany Area 


Albany, April 18. 
Frank D’Armand, president of 
the Algonquin Sporting Club, Sche- 
nectady, and musical director of 
WPTR Albany, announced last 
week that negotiations are under 
way for the purchase of a 24-acre 
site on the Albany-Schenectady 
Road, midway between the two 
cities, for a sports arena. It would 
be used not only for various sports, 
but also for conventions, symphony 
orchestras and-other attractions. 
A New York architect has drawn 
plans for an arena, with 7,600 seats 
and a dome-shaped roof which 
might be opened or closed in less 
than two minutes.- Parking space 
for 6,000 cars are planned. 


! 





are $750,000 to $1,000,000. 
arena would have stores. 
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NAMES FIGL 
TO UP GROoaES 


An important experiment in| 
booking of names is expected to be | 


tH 














tried on the RKO circuit shortly. | 


Plan is to book top personalities on 
a Friday to Sunday basis in order 
to get in on the créam b.o. takes. 
New plan is being labeled “impact 
bookings” because the names will 
hit theatres during a period that 
generally accounts for 70% of the 
week’s business. 

First booking under new setup is 
expected to be made shortly. Ne- 
gotiations are on with Danny Kaye 
for dates in Boston and elsewhere, 
and there’s a likelihood that he’ll 
also play the Steel Pier in Atlantic 
City. 

The new plan is expected to lure 


more film personalities into the- | 


atre bookings. 
backs may be the fact that a full 
week at a theatre entailing four or 
more shows daily, is a strain for 


those unaccustomed to such a 
grind, Another is that a slow 
opening day can discourage a 


headliner to a~point where he’s not 
up to par for the rest of the week. 
With impact bookings, 
sonably be assumed that the head- 


One of the draw- | 


it can rea- | 


liner will be playing to capacity at | 


nearly every show 
greater measure of appreciation. 
Another factor is the possibility 
of hitting 70% or more of the 
weekly salary. On a_ percentage 
basis, the act will get a good slice 
(Continued on page 52) 





Cerf Trailerizes 


Unofficial estimates of the cost | 


The | 
The larg- | 


est present amusement project on) 


the Albany-Schenectady Road is 
the Fabian-Hellman Mohawk Drive- 
in, which accommodates 1,000 cars. 
That’s about halfway between Al- 
bany and Schenectady. 

D’Armand, whe was associated 
with WGY before joining WPTR, 
promotes boxing and _ wrestling 
bouts in Schenectady with his 
brother. 


CHI’S CHEZ PAREE NIXES 





Chicago, April 18. 
Chez Paree last week joined the 
ranks 


TELE FOR ITS TOP ACTS 


of Chicago nitery owners | 


who have nixed telecasts of per- | 


formers. 
of Merriel Abbott, 
tertainment of Hilton Hotels, Dave 
Halper, 


Following the directive | 
director of en- | 


managing director, issued | 


an edict prohibiting top acts from | 


making video appearances, 
than interview stints. Complaining 


other | 


that such acts as Tony Martin and | 


Joey Bishop were hurting their 
potential draw with telecasts, he 
ordered that all contracts 
have club approval on all outside 
commitments. 
New ukase will 
club dates, which, Halper believes, 
also cuts in on the room’s 


must | 


also apply to. 


take. | 


Chicago theatre, Balaban and Katz | 


showcase, also has a ban on tele- | 
vision dated during theatre ap- | 
pearances, and the Oriental, other | 
Loop vaude house, also has to okay 
such appearances. 


Trio Nabbed in Buff 





| 


Burley on Lewd Pix Rap 


Buffalo, April 18. 


theatre, local burlesk, and arrest- 
ed three men whom they charged 
with “possessing, distributing and 
displaying indecent pictures.” 
defendants, Morris Spiegel, Joseph 
Tomizzi and John Lewkowicz were 
held in $500 bail 
with trial set for April 18. Police 
claimed that the arrests were the 
result of complaints. 

Detectives said Spiegel was the 
concessionaire and that Tomizzi 
and Lewkowicz sold a 25¢. maga- 
zine during intermission, giving 
free copies of “indecent pictures” 
an an inducement to purchases. | 
Approximately 1,500 of the sexy 
| photos were confiscated. — 


Police vice squad staged a sur- | 


prise raid last week on the Palace nich marked the resumption of 


The | 


Byfield Biog : 


There’s a deal cooking for a biog- 
raphy on the late Ernest (Pump 
Room) Byfield, which Lucius Beebe 
may write in collaboration with 
Byfield, Jr. Latter is currently 
radio-television director of the 
Weiss & Geller ad agency in N. Y. 

While Prentice-Hall is the likely 
publisher, Bennett | 


on the late, famed hotelier-show- 
man, in his regular Saturday Re- 
view of Literature column, as ex- 
cerpted herewith: 

There's small chance that his 
friends ever will forget Ernie 
Byfield. As a colorful, resource- 
ful, and copy-providing boniface 
only the also-departed Frank 
Case could hold a candle to him. 

When Ernie Byfield took over 
the management of the Ambas- 
sador East and the Ambassador 
West they were humdrum hos- 
telries *catering almost exclu- 
sively to local family patronage 
and considered too far north to 


appeal to transient glamour 
trade—stars appearing in® the 
Loop or big shots grumbling 


about the wait between incoming 
Chiefs and outgoing Centuries— 
or vice versa. The Drake marked 
the boundary for such as these 
in about the same way anything 


(Continued on page 52) 


Acro Team’s Double Take 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 
Mellino and Hollis, acrobatic 
team, are currently enjoying a cou- 
ple of distinctions locally. They've 
just opened one spot and are about 
to close another. 
Boys were on the getaway bill 





vaude at Senator after more than 
a dozen years and they’ve been 
booked into the Nixon Cafe next 
week for that room’s swansong. 


| Spot, which has been operating for 
'more than a quarter of a century, 


in city court) 


will shut down Sat@rday, April 29, 
and two days later wreckers go to 
work on the building which houses 


| it and the Nixon theatre, legit site, 


as well. Aluminum Company of 


| America is putting up a huge sky- 
| scraper on the premises. 


| 





Andy and Della Russell 
open a two week's engagement at | 
the Shamrock hotel, Houston, Tex., 
April 28. 


and thus to a/| 


'AGVA Divorces Theatre Authority, 
Wants Scale Pay for Acts at Benefits 





Waiter Nabbed in Theft 
Of Skating Gals’ Purses 


Omaha, April 18. 
While the cast of “Ice Capades 
of 1950 were having a party at 
a downtown hotel Thursday night 


(13) someone picked up pocket- 
books belonging to three of the 
“Ice Capets,” Dorothy Hill, Geral- 
dine McCarthy and Lynette 
McCarthy. 


Police nabbed one of the extra 
waiters who was taken to head- 
quarters. The man was found 
guilty of petty larceny and fined 


after the girls’ purses had been 
returned. 
The party was given by the 


in recogni- 
10th anni: 


Record Easter 
Paris Nitery Biz 


April 18. 
Nitery business in Paris for 
Easter beat all records, due to the 
heavy influx of tourists. Pierre 
Louis-Guerin’s Le Lido grossed 
$20,000 in four days, with a Good 


Omaha Coliseum Corp. 
tion of the “Capades”’ 





Paris, 


| Friday unheard-of take of $4,000. 


Random House) | 
Cerf has done an excellent trailer | 


| Strange 
| average 


thing is that while the 
number of covers. is 
| around 200, it reached 185 on Good 
| Friday. 
| Lido is changing the show May 
i with rehearsals beginning May 
, using mostly Aneerican acts. 
Guerin’s Ambassadeurs, due te 
open with Kay Thompson, is still 
held up by administrative hassles. 
The restaurant is separated from 
playwright Henri Bernstein’s Am- 
bassadeurs theatre in the same 
building by a wall, and Bernstein 
claims that unless the wall is tick- 
ened, the show in the restaurant 
will interfere with his legit. 
Baccara nitery had been dicker- 
ing for Hildegarde with Music 
Corp. of America’s Dave Stein. 
Latter, after management and agent 
LeRoy had finally agreed on a 
|price, found that the contract 
'carried another figure and commis- 
‘sions which had not been men- 
tioned. He simply let the deal go 
/cold. Baccara is currently reported 


| heavily in the red, with liabilities 
outstanding for about $100,000. 


HWOOD CIRO’S JOINS 





PITT OPS’ MCA BAN 


Hollywood, April 18. 
H. D. Hover, operator of Ciro’s, 
yesterday (17) wired Pittsburgh 
nitery ops that he is joining their 
unofficial boycott of MCA. Hover 
reported he had not booked an 


MCA act into the Sunset Strip spot | 


since last October. Janet Blair, 
an MCA act, played Ciro’s a few 
months back but Hover reported 


he had made his deal with her 
direct. 
Five Pittsburgh operators re- 


ported the ban last week follow- 


| 
will | | Peachtree Manor hotel. 


| hotel’s Paradise Room 


ing Jackie Heller’s beef with MCA 
over spotting Denise Darcel into 
a rival spot after agency had 
okayed a one-week postponement 
so Heller’s Carousel could play 
the Bobby Pinkus unit “Fun For 
Your Money” for a fortnight. 





NEW ATLANTA NITERY 
Atlanta, April 18. 

Flamingo Room, newly dec- 
orated, reopens tomorrow night 
(19) with Juddy Johnson as man- 
ager. 

New room will offer continuous 
entertainment starting at 5 p.m., an 
innovation here, with a floor show 
, featured. 

New spot is on ground floor of 
Johnson 
|formerly managed Henry Grady 
and Im- 


| perial hotel’s Copa Caprice. 


+ The American Guild of Variety 


Artists in disclosing that it severed 
connections with Theatre Author- 
ity, this week took steps to insure 
clubdate rates for members play- 
ing benefits. At a meeting of 
AGVA and agency reps, a commit- 
tee was appointed to study means 
by which casual date pay scale will 
be maintained despite pitch by or- 
ganizations running benefits to have 
talent work for free or at cutrates. 

Drive for full pay scale is an ex- 
tension of AGVA’s previous stance, 
asking beneficiary organizations to 
pay one-seventh of the acts’ regular 
weekly salary when working these 
charity affairs. 

At the meeting Monday (17), reps 
of Artists Representatives Assn., 
Associated Agents of America, En- 
tertainment Managers Assn. and 
an agent, unaffiliated with agent 
groups, were appointed to formu- 
late a code to maintain regular pay 
scales. 

AGVA’s divorcement from The- 
atre Authority came several days 
ago when Henry Dunn, AGVA’s ad- 
ministrative secretary, notified TA 
that it would no longer permit its 
members to appear in free shows. 
He then called the agent confer- 
ence to set clubdate scales. 


Action comes at a time 
multitude of benefits are set. 
ing May six major benefits are 
slated for the Madison Square 
Garden., N. Y. According to Dunn, 
majority are already making ar- 
rangements for paid shows. 

AGVA clamp on free shows calls 
for fining of acts that appear gratis. 
Coincidentally, N. Y. AGVA board 
is slated to hold hearings on sev- 
eral acts who appeared at a benefit 
show last week for the Godmothers’ 
League. Included are Julie Wil- 
son, Bettina St. John and Tex and 
Jinx McCrary. Action against the 
latter duo will be processed 
through the American Federation 
of Radio Artists. 


LEDERER EXITS FISCHER 
TO OPEN OWN AGENCY 


Hans Lederer has resigned from 
Clifford C. Fischer’s International 


when @ 
Dur- 





Agency to open own agency. Lat- 
ter will specialize in cireus, fair 


and park bookings. 

George Werfel, who had been 
handling cafe and theatre bookings 
for the Fischer office, has been 
moved up to Lederer’s spot, and 
will be in charge of the office dur- 
ing Fischer’s apsence. Latter left 


last week for a month’s stay in 
Europe. 
Lederer, a _ brother-in-law of 


Fischer, had been with that agency 
for 10 years. He came to the U. S. 
shortly after the outbreak of the 
war. He was an agent in Germany, 
Austria and France before the 
war. 





Manager Suing Jack Carter 
For Overdue Commish 


Nick Agneta, who has been act- 
ing as personal manager for Jack 
Carter, comedian, has filed suit 
against Carter in the City Court of 
Queens, N. Y., asking for an ac- 
counting of earnings and 5% com- 
missions due him. Agneta states 
that despite the fact that the Wil- 
liam Morris Agency handles him 
on a booking contract, he was in- 
strumental in securing many of his 
video shows and supervised his 
vaude and nitery bookings as well. 

Agneta declares that sometime 
ago Carter asked him to cut his 5% 
take to 212%, which he refused 
to do. Comic subsequently stopped 
all payments. Suit was filed after 
attempts at conciliation failed. 

Law firm of Goldfarb, Mirenburg 


& Vallon, attorneys for Carter, 
stated that Agneta should have 
taken the case to arbitration be- 


fore the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists and Artists Represent- 
atives Assn., under Rule B. Agneta 
counters with the fact that as a 
personal manager, Rule B does not 
apply to him. Solomon Goodman 


‘is attorney for Agneta. 
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on that basis, in fact, that 
Henry Ringling North accounts for 
the increase in circus grosses each 
year since the end of the war. He 
feels that the outfit’s drive for new 


acts each year, plus the s.a. factor 


which has been added, has ac- 


counted for much of the upturn in 


biz. 

“We're trying to outmode that 
bugaboo of all circuses — that 
*‘What’s the use of going again, | 
saw it last year’ attitude,’’ North 
explained “We think we've 
ceeded to a considerable degree by) 
our constant efforts to get new acts 
and the large amounts of money 
we spend to re-dress the show each 


Suc- 


season. That obviously has helped.’ 

Lavish use of femmes with 
plenty of exposed epidermis has 
also served to broaden the basic 


appeal of the circus from primarily 
a kid show to an attraction for 
poppa, too. Further broadening 
has been obtained by emphasis on 
beauty and color in the _ specs 
staged by John Murray Anderson. 
$23,000 Daily Nut 

With these changes and the rise 

in all costs during the past 10 
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“The One Man Show” 


Currently Breaking All Records 


at 
RITA’S SHOW LOUNGE 
CHICAGO 


Direction: AL DVORIN 
54 West Randolph St., Chicago 














Barnum Was Right 


Continued from page 1 jaaueen 


v.p. 








vears, the show’s nut has gone 
swiftly up, North disclosed. He 
put the present figure at between 
$23,000 and $24,000 daily when the 
show is on the road following the 
Garden run. Railroading charges 


alone, he pointed out, are 50% 
higher than 1942. 
Nut at MSG is even higher. 


There's a saving of $4,000 or $5,000 
a week on railroading, but the deal 
with the Eighth avenue arena is on 
a percentage basis that gives it 
$10,000 to $11,000 a day rental for 
the show's 33-day stay. That’s just 
for the four walls, which means 
additional $7,000 daily for othe 
expenses, 

Garden deal is a sore point with 
the Norths. They think they're be- 
ing socked because the Garden is 
in the unique position of being vir- 
tually the only acceptable spot in 
town to house the circus. Acreage 
on which some of the city’s car- 
barns are now being torn down 
and perhaps one of the larger ar- 


mories are the only alternatives, 
neither of them entirely satisfac- 
tory. 


It was admitted by Henry North 
that the brothers are preparing 
themselves for a real slugging ses- 
sion when they sit down in a few 
weeks with MSG prexy General 
John Reed Kilpatrick to work out 
next year’s deal. “The terms will 
have to be better,” North declared. 

He scouted reports that RB-B&B 
might be pushed out of the Garden 
altogether next year or have to 
compete for it with the Cole Bros. 
show, in which Chicago showman 
Arthur Wirtz and Bill (Hopalong 
Cassidy) Boyd recently acquired 
an interest. 

“We've been the Garden’s best 
tenants for many years,” North 
said. “I don’t think General Kil- 


patrick would turn us out to take 



































in an unknown quantity. He knows | 

‘how much business we 
‘doesn’t know what another show 
might do.” 


do. He 


(Kilpatrick reportedly will ask 
a $10,000 daily minimum guaran- 
tee for use of the Garden next sea- 
son by either the RB-B&B or the 
Cole show.) 

$1,500,000 Gross N. Y. Gross 

The $1,500,000 gross racked up 
at the Garden for the 66 perform- 
ances last year, a new record, was 
slightly ahead of the 1948 figure. 
Road biz, however, was off 3° 
from the preceding season, North 
said. ‘ 

As a result. this year’s tour Is 
virtually being booked by the 


Circus and TV 


Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey circus “will wait out 
television a while longer,” v.p. 
Henry Ringling North said 
this week. He declared that 
the show, which tried TV in 
1948 and then nixed it last 
year, has had some fabulous 


tele offers, “but none of them 
big enough to merit the box- 
office chance we feel we might 
be taking.” 


“We certainly know that 
TV has helped baseball... On 
the other hand, it seems to 


have hurt the grosses on box- 
ing,” North said. “Since there's 
so much doubt about its ef- 
fects we've decided to just 
sit by and await develop- 
ments.” 








North’s bankers. They are cur- 
rently engaged in getting data on 
the economic situation in- towns 
across the country and the show 
will be carefully spotted into those 
territories where financial! 
tions are best. 

Info-being obtained by the bank 
will determine whether RB-B&B 
swings up to the Pacific northwest 
this season. If conditions there are 
not found suitable, it will head 
south, perhaps cutting the tour 
somewhat short of last year’s Nov. 
29 closing date, North said. 

Garden is set up to seat 14,800 
for the circus. That is accomplished 


, by adding 600 promenade seats in 


front of the regular rows. Arrange- 
ment was tried for the first ‘time 
last year. It has the added ad- 
vantage of making the arena slight- 
ly smaller and a bit more inti- 
mate, 


North revealed, incidentally, that | 
the show has paid off $4,000,000 | 
of the claims against it as a result | 
Effort | 
| will be made, he said, to pay off 
‘the remaining $500,000 this season. 


of the big top fire in Hartford, 
Conn., several years ago. 

















AE PERL SY NCO 











stories. 


on grand opera.” 


ner or gesture ‘please 


spots.” 








“Feature attraction Al Bernie put 


THE “EH-EH-OH” COMEDIAN 


AL BERNIE 


CHARLENE RUSSELL 


SAY, THANK YOU, 
CINCINNATI PRESS! 


“Al Bernie, a favorite guest and familiar face on TV, is telling his jokes 
at Lookout House. Al is certainly one of the most promising comedians on the 
way up these days—equipped with fast, smooth material and wonderful dialect 


“Along towards the end of Al’s act, he brings in his missus, a glamorous 
strawberry blonde named Charlene. Together, the kids put on a bright satire 
—MARY WOOD... Cin. Post. 

“Al Bernie, the ‘Eh-eh-oh!’ comic who has made quite a name for himself 
on TV, last night brought his special brand of laugh material to the Lookout 
House, where he will star for the next two weeks. 
talent in the art of mimicry, and a very lovely wife, Charlene Russell, who sings 
a solo in addition to helping Al in his nonsensical routines. 

“Al is at his funniest when working with Charlene in an operatic duo bur- 
lesque that features such long-haired stuff as ‘Baby, It’s Cold Outside”” 
—GILBERT SANDS... . Cin. Enquirer. 
on a suave and utterly natural perform- 
ance without cooking the usual chestnuts or coyly asking the audience by man- 


applaud me’. 


“He and his wife, Charlene Russell, did an excellent imitation of the Ink- 
—CHARLTON WALLACE .. . Cin. Times-Star. 


Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


Bernie has good stories, a 
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of coin and still have fourm days to 
lay off, or play radio and tele guest 
shots. 

Plan was devised between Kaye, 
Eddie Dukoff, his manager; Wil- 
liam Morris Agency, general man- 
ager Abe Lastfogel, and Sol 
Schwartz, RKO veepee in charge 


of theatres. While impact bookings | 
will be on an experimental basis at | 
first, it’s expected that It will be- | 


come a permanent fixture on the 
RKO circuit and elsewhere. 
From the viewpoint of the the- 


~ 'atres, any scheme can bring in busi- 
; ness, for no matter how limited a 


time, is desirable. 


| Cerf Trailerizes 


With possibility 
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beyond the Pierre in New York 
is considered No Man’s Land. 
Byfield knew, however, that if he 
could lure this kind of trade to 
the Ambassadors publicity was 
assured, and in its wake free- 
spending yokels would follow as 
a matter of course. For a come- 
on he built the sumptuous Pump 
room and, by a carefully calcu- 
lated blend of the arts of Brillat- 
Savarin, the Admirable Crichton, 
and Barnum & Bailey, soon had 
the crowds begging for admis- 
sion. 

Byfield’s most effective move 
was to borrow for the Pump 
Room the old Muscovite custom 
of serving victuals on flaming 
sword. “It didn’t spoil the food 
much,” he delighted in expfain- 
ing, ‘“‘and the customers seemed 
to like it.” One inebriated guest, 
indeed, threw the staff into an 
uproar by collaring a beplumed 
major-domo and demanding, 
“Bring me one order of scram- 
bled eggs—and, dawgone it, I 
want ’em served on a sword!” 
Other widely-circulated Byfield- 
isms (by repeating Hiis stories to 
anyone who would listen, Ernie 
cleverly enabled as many as six 
columnists at a time to claim 
they had “originated” the same 
gag) were his remark when a 
Girl of the Year inadvertently 
wore the same chinchilla three 
nights running (“She marched 
out of here like a woman un- 
possessed’); his admonition when 
Admiral Byrd escorted Mrs. By- 
field to dinner (“Remember now, 
Admiral: no exploring!”), and 
the explanation of how he had 
entered hotel business in the 
first place (““My father owned the 
Hotel Sherman. He bumped into 
me in the lobby there one morn- 
ing—and took. a liking to me”). 

Frank Bering and Jimmy Hart 
will carry on at the Ambassador 
hotels, and run them, I’m sure, 
as impeccably and successfully 
as ever. To old patrons, how- 
ever, the Pump Room won't be 
quite the same without Ernie and 
his unfailing bon mots. They'll 
think of him in particular when 
room service delivers their 
breakfast—with an electric 
toaster to enable them to make 
their own crisp, fresh toast (in- 
stead of the soggy, unappetizing 
glob furnished by every other 
hotel I’ve patronized). For that 
innovation alone Ernie should be 
long remembered. Why don't 
others latch on to that toaster 
idea? ... 





| 

| 

| Cab Calloway’s Panama 
Cafe Date at 5G, Plus Fare 


' Cab Calloway has been signed 
| for the Rialto elub, Panama, start- 
|ing May 1 for two weeks. He'll 


get $5,000 plus round trip trans- 


| portation. 

| This spot is planning a consistent 
/use of U. S. acts. Dance team of 
Manor and Mignon is currently 
| there. 
| gotiated. 


~ Impact Bills as Hypo 


Continued from page 51 


Other acts are being ne- 
| 





, of doing a healthy week’s business 
in three days, the theatre can save 
| on four days overhead in the mat- 
ter of band salaries, advertising 
| and on lesser acts and stagehands. 
| It’s also figured that with a sock 
‘three days, house will show 4 
healthy profit at the end of the 
week. 


There are, however, some facto; 
that may militate against impact 
shows. There have been argy- 
ments that a hypo is needed for 
the Monday through Thursday pe- 
riod when business is naturally ory. 
Weekends, it’s felt, will take eare 
of themselves. 

For that reason, some later head- 
liners may play mid-week stands in 
order to give theatre operators a 
more complete picture. There is 
the possibility that a name wil! 
later take two consecutive stands 
in different cities to study differ- 
ences in grosses. 

Trade, generally, may not be 
pleased by impact»shows since it’s 
regarded as an admission that the- 
atre-going has gotten down to a 
weekend business and why do any- 
thing about it. It’s felt that it’s a 
defeatist attitude. But feeling also 
prevails that with grosses what 
they now are, some hypo is needed 
and if weekends can carry the ball 
for the full week, it’s the answer. 














Deer Maw and Paw 


Howar yu? Im jest fin. 
The cite folk herabout ar treet- 
Mr. Kalchim 


and Smith is a swel feler. | 


in me jest fin. 


wuz on that new televishun in- 
venshun a coupla weeks ago 
with Edy Sulivan. 


frum the hills in Bostun an wuz 


He kums 
the big cheez. Last week | 
went on the stag at the Palac 
Mr. Vuriety 


said "| has personalite and slik 


in New Yawrk. 


delivary” . . . had lots of fun. 
Now Im in a place kaled Villag 
Its lik being 
to hom. We squar danc an 


Barn every nite. 


hav lots of fun. 


Luv 


Freda Wing 


P.S. Wood hav sent yer 
weakly alowane but alredy 


seeled the anvelop. 


























It's Your Figure and Health That Counts 


You can eat, drink and laugh and not grow fat if 
you take “NURITABS.” 


The ingredients in combination with Vitamin 8 con- 
tained in “NURITABS” tone up the system, as well 
as improve the figure. 


Upon receipt ef ONE U. $. A. DOLLAR, we will 
dispatch a full three weeks course, postage prepaid. 


AXA, LTD., 17/21, Emerald. Street 
London, W. C. 1, England 
WE WELCOME TRADE ENQUIRIES 


Guaranteed safe and pure. 
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Wife of Former Owner Offers Plan 


To Salvage Bankrupt Det. Nitery 


Detroit, April 18. 

In a final bid to retain control of | 
The Bowery nightclub, Mrs. | 
Dorothy Barbaro filed a plan to_ 
pay off $70,000 in debts in Federai | 
bankruptcy court. She is the chief | 
stockholder of The Bowery Club, | 
Inc., operator of the nitery. She | 
said her liabilities include $48,000 | 
in unpaid taxes, $17,000 to unse- | 
cured creditors and $5,000 in back | 
wages. She asked permission to 
repay creditors at the rate of 
$3,000 a month from club earnings. 
Gross business in March was $20.- 
000, she said, and from now on she 


would add 20° federal tax and 
3°o state sales tax to each cus- 
tomers check. In the past, club 


had assumed these taxes. 

Mrs. Barbaro said she wished to 
continue operation of the elub. 
However, she agreed to appoint- 
ment of a receiver to handle in- 
come. The court will submit her 
plan to the creditors. If not ac- 
ceptable they can petition for a 
reorganization of the bankruptcy. 
Mrs. Barbaro owns all but $2,000 
of the $10,000 stock capitalization. 
She listed assets at $18,645, con- 
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Direction: 
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1950 CATALOG FREE 
Largest Selection of Comedy Material 
in Showbiz! We also write material 

te erder. 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 

5146-K Strohm, North Hollywood, Cal. 
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sisting chiefly of the class C liquor 
license. Club was founded by her 
former husband, Frank Barbaro, in 
1937. She was awarded the stock 
in a divorce decree in 1947. 


AGVA RENEWS PITCH 
TO PACT COLE CIRCU 





gives the SLA discretion in revok- 


| 
| 


| New Bill Eases Liquor Bd. | 
Regulations for Cafes 


Albany, April 18. 

Night clubs, hotels, restaurants 
and taverns may get a_ break 
through Governor. Dewey’s signing 
of the Hollowell bill, which liberal- 
izes the law on revocation of 
licenses and permits by the State 
Liquor Authority. On four offenses 
specified, the Authority may use | 
discretion regarding revocation. | 
| Heretofore, revocation has been’! 
| mandatory. e 


The amendment, effective July 1, 








ing licenses: (1) for making “any 


Vie Connors. head of the Ameri- | false material statement” in an li- 
can Guild of Variety Artists’ out-| cense application; (2) when a hotel, 


door division, leaves for Chicago 
Friday (21) te start unionization of 
the Cole Bros. Circus. A _ prelim- 
inary agreement is expected to be 
reached within a week. 
Simultaneously, in New York. 
confabs will continue with execs of 
Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, current at the Madison 
Square Garden. Some _ progress 
has been made since the circus has 
recognized AGVA as bargaining 
agent for the performers. As a 
result, union collected $7,000 in 
initiation fees and dues from the 
260 performers in the big show. 





Press Stunt Backfires 
But Cashes in On Tele 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 
Nitery pressagent’s dream turned 


into a nightmare last week when 
Bobby Pinkus, Joe Haller and 
Danny Hayden, appearing in “Laffs 


for Your Money” at Carousel, were 
hauled into court for creating a 
disturbance downtown at height of 
Easter shopping. Idea was Joe 
Lieber’s, who does the Carousel 
publicity, to get the show into the 
papers by having the troupe do a 
movie-producing scene in costume 
on the street in front of the nitery. 

But things got out of hand when 
traffic got snarled and Pinkus be- 
gan shooting off blank cartridges 
from a .32 caliber pistol. That was 
too much for Police Lieut. John P. 
Joyce, who up to that point had 
been unwilling to accommodate the 
comics by arresting them, which is 
apparently what they wanted. In 
addition, Patrolman Sam Karam’s 
uniform coat was torn in the jos- 
tling and off to the brig the boys 
went. Lieut. Joyce charged Pinkus 
with violations of the firearms act 
and Hayden and Haller with inceit- 
ing a riot. They later got off with 
one $50 fine, which the Carousel 
paid. 

Later in the week, however, 
Jovee burned anew when the whole 
affair, which had been filmed by a 
local television package outfit, was 
flashed all over town by video, and 
he hauled Leiber into court on a 
charge of putting on a street show 
without official permission. That 
case is still to be disposed of. As 
far as the publicity, one paper used 
a detail account with mention- 
ing the Carousel; another ignored 
it completely and only the morning 
Post-Gazette got around to calling 
the stunt for what it was. 





Pat Terry, WINS vocalist 
into Bill Miiler’s Riviera, Ft. 
N. J., April 25. 


goes 
Lee, 
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restaurant or club ceases in the 
judgment of the Authority to be a 
“bonafide hotel, restaurant or 
club”; (3) for a licensee to accept 
a loan from a wholesaler or dis- 
tiller and for the latter two to 
make such a loan; (4) for violation 
of various State Tax Commission 
requirements. 


$78,000 GROSS FOR 
COAST FRIARS FROLIC 


Hollywood, April 18. 


Total gross revenue of $78,000 
is expected from one-night Friars 
Frolic Saturday (22). Ticket sale 
will hit between $27,000-$30,000 at 
$12 top. Additional $48,000 is due 
from souvenir journal. 

Friars have earmarked to 
Motion Picture Relief Fund, with 
Theatre Authority getting its usual 
15% of ticket gross. Friars are 
also earmarking a flat $5,000 for 
the N. Y. Friars. 

Show will be staged by Joseph 
Santley, with Harry Joe Brown as 
associate. Lew Cooper will func- 
tion as general coordinator and 
same Ledner as stage manager, 
Seymour Felix and Larry Ceballos 
will handle the dance _ routines. 
Sketches will be provided by 
George S. Kaufman, George Jessel, | 
Arthur Caesar and Edward Moran, 
and special songs by L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert, Joe Cooper and Ben Oakland, 





one 
a) ¢ 


with Morris Stoloff as musical di- 
rector. 
Herman Hover, Ciro’s owner, 


about-faced over weekend, okaying 
| appearance of Martin and Lewis in 
Friars Frolic. Had nixed arrange- 


ment on grounds they open Wed-’ 


nesday (19) at Ciro’s for limited 
li-day stand, Friars appearance 
would hurt business. After hud- 


dling with Jessel, Hover agreed, he 

said, as favor to Jessel. 
Volunteer performers. in alpha- 

betical order to prevent heartburn, 


are: Bud Abbott, James Barton 
Jack Benny, Ben Blue, Lee Bow- 
|man, George Burns, Hoagy Car- 


michael, Ronald Colman, Lou Cos- 
|tello, Broderick Crawford, Dan 
Dailey, Dennis Day, Kirk Douglas, 
| Paul Douglas, Howard Duff, Jimmy 
Durante, Jay C. Flippen, Errol 
| Flynn, Glenn Ford, Reginald Gard- 
|}iner,. Kent Goodman, Edmund 
Gwenn, Lou Holtz, Bob Hope, 
| George Jessel, Van Johnson. Al 
| Jolson, Charles Kempner, Burt 
Lancaster, Mario Lanza, Peter Law- 
ford, William Lundigan,. Harpo 
' Marx, Victor Mature, Johnny Mer- 
cer, Robert Mitchum, Ricardo Mon- 
talban, Alan Mowbray, George 
‘Murphy, Jack Norworth, Donald 
;O’Connor, Dennis § O'Keefe, the 
|Plainsmen, Ronald Reagan, Phil 
Silvers, Red Skelton, Mark Stev 
ens, Jimmy Wakely, Ed Wynn and 
Keenan Wynn. 


CIRCUS LION NIPS TRAINER 
Buffalo, April 18. 
Habves, 43, lion tamer 

Hamid-Morton Shrine 
/Circus at Memorial Auditorium 
‘here required hospital treatment 
here as a result of a bite by one 
of his cats in Philadelphia last 
week. 

Hospital attendanis were called 
upon to dress the wound and di- 
rected Habves to return for addi- 
tional treatment. 





Frank 
with the 
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Atlantic City Tuning for Boff 


Season, Sparked by 





Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz 


season here. 


Holiday Take 


Atlantic City, April 18. 


It looks like a top forthcoming 


Figures show that 


Set for Chi, Roxy, N.Y. bank deposits were $614,000 higher 


Lucille Ball and husband, Desi 
Arnaz, have been set for a series 
of theatre dates. Duo goes into 
the Chicago theatre, Chicago, June 


2, following with the Roxy, N. Y.., | 


beginning June 9. 
General Artists Corp. set book- 
ings. 


SEATTLE FANS LOVE 
THOSE CHIRP TWINS 





proaching, 
places are getting set to open early 
At the Million Dollar 
pier workmen have leveled the fire 
razed ballroom which will be trans- 
formed into a recreation center by 
the pier’s new management. 


in June. 


With the reason 


various 


Uptown demolition 


after the Easter weekend than they 
| were a year ago. 
' posited was $3,121,000, in compari- 
|son to last year $2,507,000. 


Total cash de- 


rapidly ap- 
amusement 


work is being 


completed. on the Garden pier, 

Seattle, April 18. which will become a civic center 

300kings for the Palomar, town’s operated by the city under present 
lone vaude-filmer, are hewing plans. 

closely to vocal turns for next Other mid-eity piers, the Steel, 

month, with the Delta Rhythm which opened for two days the 

Boys topping the show this week. Easter weekend ,and the Central 


Kay Starr is set for the ‘24th; 
Madelyn Russell, May 1; The Ink 
Spots, May 8; Peggy Lee, May 15, 
and Ella Fitzgerald, May 22. 

Recent experience has revealed 
that singing personalities, particu- 
larly those with heavy disk sales, 
have potent b.o. draw. 





@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 ea. @ 
A » (Order in Sequence Only) 
erman meads p ct SPECIAL: First 13 files for $10 
All 33 files for $30 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
Dept. of Alexander Agcy. @ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ HUMOR-DOR FOR EMCEES $25 e 
- —or all 4 diff. Vols. for $85— 
Willard Alexander agency, here- | @ “HOW TO MASTER THE CERE- 
tofore confined to band bookings, MONIES” (re-issue) 
zs — $2.00 per copy — 
set up an act department this NO €.0.D/s 
week, with Al Herman, formerly PAULA SMITH 
with May Johnson agency, in 200 W. 54th S#. Dept. y 
charge. Herman, who left Chicago NEW YORK 19 
Friday (14) to take post. will have 
to start from scratch. He moves nerves 
into Alexander's enlarged quarters An whusual opportunity is offered to re- 
in Rockefeller Plaza, N. » sponsible men and women, interested in the 


Herman doesn’t have an act to 


pier, a block away, are getting their 
usual pre-summer paint jobs. Steel 
pier will open Memorial day. 
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Dance Studio business, ( 


Catering te chil- 














, 2 dren, and adults.) Cur Company has been 
bring into the Alexander stable. in business since 1893 and enjoys an enviable 
: °C ¢ P sr far Tein national reputation. tf you are in a position 
He is personal manager fol Eric os lnceat eee SERROERELLTOE, ono fame avadt 
Thorsen, who is appearing here at able choice franchise areas in Metropolitan 
7 2a ° ee + New York. Our new and unique methods, and 
the Edgewater Beach hotel, but Saisie: AA. aaeeaiiels aeanOR” Gamma” Pen 
Thorsen’s contract with May John- appointment, write: J LEONARD 
son still has 11 months to run. 189 Lexington Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
BILLBOARD JULY, 1949 VARIETY 
“Showstopper” 


“Tops, amazing hit 
of the show” 





STRAND, N. Y. 











with a staccato Frankie 
Laine, went into the 
moyrnful throatings of 
Mel Torme, lifting if 
with a chittering im- 
pression of Rose Mur- 
phy, followed with «@ 
Tony Martin, did a few 
more and ended with 
a Jan Peerce. The 
amazing thing was that 
every one of his take- 


Bill Smifh, Billboard. 


NOW AGAIN 


ROXY, N. Y. 


and once again 


“Wise to headline SEPT., 1949 “Youngster hes 

® ise and charm” 
Sonny Howard ROXY, N. ¥. pois 
= “Sonny Howard is 
ee SS J plenty sock with his 


vocal 
name sin 


own. 
then 


Tony 
Murphy, 
operatic 


offs was so realistic y 

that it seemed unbe- resigned forthe Fall plause when 
tieveable. The audi- = 

ence leved him, forc- caught. 

ing him inte extra 

coms Kahn, Variety 


imitations 


yas @ good voice on his 
He opens legit, 
into 
biers as Frankie Laine, 
Martin, 


all to powerful results 


He got top ap- 


of 
gers, and he 


such war- 
Rose 


and even the 
Jan Peerce. 


®ress—JOEL ROSE 





3 BROADWAY THEATRES IN 8 MONTHS 


OPENING MAY—S O'CLOCK CLUB—MIAMI 
JUNE—ROOSEVELT HOTEL, NEW ORLEANS 
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Guidance—H. ANGER 

















$4 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 19, 1950 





| 

Wedgwood Room, N. Y. | 
(WALDORF-ASTORIA) | 
Morton ry - Eddy Duchin| 
@nd Mischa Borr bands; $o cover. | 





Morton Downey made the Wedg- | 
wood Room literally jump at his 
Thursday night opening, bouncing 
that Steinway about like it was a 
portable and doing 55 minutes of 
an all-American hit parade. The 
cream of the crop of American. 
songalog judiciously minimized the 
Hibernian and accented the famil- 
iar ballads and rhythm numbers. 
The soupcon of the Gaelic was 
ust right, and not overdone, as 
i happened. Instead, Downey, 
apart from using that come-all-ye 
as a signature and applause- 
rhythmizer, blended his oldies and 
newies in fetching fashion, working 
at the piano with that portable 
mike attachment. He is also backed 
by his own Carmen Mastren group 
(leader at the guitar, plus string 
bass, piano accomp and drums), 
and they all know how to pick up 
their cues, as if everything were 
orchestrated. 

The Eddy Duchin-Downey combo 
is socko at the Waldorf at least 
once-a-year. Duchin now goes with 
the lease, a properly romantic- 
looking maestro at the ivories, in- 
terpreting the dansapation as if he 
knew what the words meant— 
which he does. And which is a 
major secret for the smooth style 
that always distinguished his terp 
tunestering as far back as the old 
Central Park Casino days, when 
the gals would ask Sid Solomon, 
“who is that :ice-looking kid play- 
ing the piano with Leo Reisman?” 
In fact, many a party engaged the 
pianist for interlude music, sans 
maestro Reisman, who then held 
sway in the No. 1 Gotham spot. 

Incidentally, Downey and Duchin 
represent the new successful type 
of troubadours who have capital- 
ized personal popularity into social 
and economic payoffs on a large 
scale. It is reflected in their con- 
tinuing professional prowess, be- 
sides the personal values in that 
their following, whether first-night 
or successively, is widespread, loy- 
al and high calibre. Downey aiso 
invariably achieves the unusual of 
drawing competitive bonifaces to 
his premieres, such as Toots Shor. 
and Sherman (Stork Club) Bill 
ingsley, who are his personal pals 
and/or business associates, as well | 
as some doughty fellow thespians 
of the prowess of Ethel Merman, | 
who did a cuffo stint at the open-| 
ing. 

The D&D combo looks like AA 
b.o. again. Abel. 





Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, April 12. 
Gertrude Niesen, Billy Vine,! 
Lloyd & Susan Willis, Doran &' 
France, Tony Fontaine, Chez Ador- | 
ables (12), Cee Davidson Orch,’ 
Chico Rhumba Band (5); mini-| 
mum $3.50, cover $1. | 





Last minute switch when Asia 
Boys could not get a clearance 
from Cuba, brought in Lloyd and 
Susan Willis. This, unfortunately, 
makes bill topheavy on terps, and 
although routines are 


it creates production lags. Also 


much of the headliners material | 


could be sliced to improve pace. 


Particularly in the case of Ger- 
trude Niesen, who has interjected | ing out his particular brand of en- 
some tunes which seem unsuited tertainment, which he admits is 


| “pure corn,” at this spacious bistro 


warm torching. 
Knew You Were 


to her throaty, 
Opener, “If I 


Coming,” gets only polite responsé | had for the 43 years he’s been in| 
|show biz. Surrounded by his hand- | 
picked lineup, including such regu- | 


and it’s not until she chirps 


“There’s No Tomorrow,” for which | 
she rates a nifty hand, that she’s | 
really in the groove. For change)! 
in mood, she does a bit of prancing | 


to “Wedding Samba.” Her best is 
sexy torching of “Black Magic,” 
impresh of Jolson and “I Can’t Get 
a Man With a Gun.” 


Billy Vine makes his first ap-| 


pearance here, outside of a _ two- 


| 

ber with Miss Doran as a lost but-| 
terfly and France as the forlorn | 
hunter is impressive. 
Chez Adorables seem hampered 
by the four parade girls, who slow | 
the tempo of the rest of the line, | 
and both numbers are not up to 
the usual Dorothy Dorben stagings. | 
Tony Fontaine is new production 
singer, doubling as emcee, and do- 
ing neatly on both. Cee Davidson's 
showbacking is superb, and he also 
does well by the dance sets. Chico s 
rhumba group handle Latin tune 
chores competently. Zabe, | 





Shelburne Lounge, N. Y. 
(HOTEL SHELBURNE) 
Juanita Hall, Lucille & Eddie) 
Roberts, Louise Howard, Norman | 
Wallace, Cy Coleman Trio; mini- 
mum, $3.50. 





The Shelburne Lounge is still 
enjoying lush business on_ the 
strength of tasty presentations 
with standard talent. The current 
show comprises Juanita Hall, re- 
peating at this spot; Lucille and 
Eddie Roberts, Louise Howard, and 
holdover Norman Wallace plus the 
Cy Coleman Trio. 

Miss Hall, doubling from “South 
Pacific,” brings along a degree of 
novelty. She’s essaying a series of 
blues three nights weekly and dur- 
ing the rest of the week contents 
herself with tunes in other cate-) 
gories. She’s especially proficient 
in her exhibits of indigo moods. 
She’s doing a set of numbers by 
Langston Hughes and Dave Martin, | 
a moody, but engaging set which, | 
under Miss Hall’s excellent han-| 
dling, makes for a rewarding ses- 
sion. Miss Hall exited to “Bali 
H’ai,” which she does in “Pacific,” 
and did a begoff. 

Lucille and Eddie Roberts make 
their mental act pay off. They have 
a line of good small talk that 
blends well with male’s table hop- 
ping, wherein he picks up object 
for his blindfolded partner to iden- 
tify. It’s an excellent baffler. What 
code or device is used during the 
turn is a constant subject of specu- 
lation among the sippers. It’s one 
of the best acts of its type around. 

Louise Howard is no stranger to 
the small rooms. She's exhibited | 
the same line of zanyisms for some | 
time, and it’s still good for heavy 
audience response. However, her 
comedics aren't holding up too well 
for those that have caught her 
more than twice. She’ll be needing | 
a line of new material shortly. 

Norman Wallace’s French chan- 
sons and gab are continuing to! 


show improvement. The music by | however, he shows some very pro 
‘ficient left-hand beats and right- 
| hand pyrotechnics. 


Cy Coleman at the piano, backed 
by bass and guitar, makes the in- 
termissions enjoyable. 


The Lounge, now a click in attes-| 


dark entertainments, has been re- 
miss in one respect. Spot has been 
loathe to take a chance on new 
talent. Regular patrons at this spot 
deserve a chance to get in on some 
discoveries. Under current condi- 
tions, the boite is a good exhibition 


hall, but it’s shamefully neglecting | 


any creative flair. Jose. 

Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, April 14. 

Ted Lewis, Elroy Peace & Paul 


Old, Reed Sisters (3), Sol Klein 


Orch (15); $4 minimum. 





® on, | th 
Ted Lewis, with battered top hat, | with her own capable accompanist. | spotted such names as MPA prexy 


cane and clarinet is currently dish- 


| with the same solid results he has 


lars as Elroy Pease, Paul White 


Sol Klein, the entire stint is one) 


'of slick showmanship, the Lewis 
‘sense of timing and affability scor- 
|ing neatly throughout. 


Lewis tees off with a philosophi- 


and Geraldine DuBois, and backed | 
by his 15-piece band, batoned by | 


e ¢ cal pitch to “Be Yourseif,” follow- 
day fill-in stand, and impresses as ing in the same vein with “It’s, 


Bop Clty, N. Y- 
Woody Herman Orch 


98c; minimum, $2.50. 


A strong and well-balanced tal-) 
ent array makes the current show | 
here the best in months. With | 
Lent over and the minimum back | 


eh ae Sarah Eddy, a ain 
Vaughan, Fats Pichon; admission, | ml “Pee OF a draws fine hand 


| offs on a Crosby and Nelson 


splays vocal qualities 


Heart.” Standout 
is easy-going “Steppin’ Out With 
My Baby,” in which he strolls, 
shakes hands with poosts, and sits 
down with customers. Enlists audi- 


‘ence for community sing as closer. 


Lathrop & Lee show good preci- 


at its normal $2.50 level after hav-| sion in tap work. Good-looking pair 
ing been a dollar less for some |. vnehronize well on “April Show- 
weeks, business at the table arena, ‘ers’ and high-hat strut. Miss Lee 
as well as in the general admission | 4,4, snappy solo to “Who Cares.” 
section, on the evening caught (13) |ream closes nicely with “Take It 


indicated a sharp return to the) 
right side of the ledger for this, 
jazz citadel. 

Woody 


York with a large band, dispenses | 


Production numbers are well- 


Seemet. tack in New | Choreographed, tastefully costumed 


rtly staged. Opener uses 
nifty lighting effects for “Satan 


the same expert jazz that has char- | Wears a Satin Gown.” Hild ballet 
acterized every Herman herd since | poes through paces efficiently, and 


he clicked, a decade ago. Eight | 


brass, five reed and three rhythm, | jerina, 


sparked by Herman’s own superior | 
clarinet, go through an assortment | 
of blues and jump tunes, with the | 


Ruth Chio is effective as solo bal- 
Charles Sheldon’s voice 
isn’t quite right for the song, 
though. Sheldon is better in finale, 
a beautiful number with a spring- 


accent mostly on solos rather than |time theme pointed up by Carmen 


sections. Buddy Wise’s sax wor 
and Bill Harris’ tromboning stand | 
out in the melange of instrumental | 
rides, with Herman showing his | 
accustomed brilliance on “Golden } 
Wedding” and other of his staples. | 
Small Herman jazz group, titled, | 
as always, the Woodchoppers, fea-| 
tures vibes, in addition to clarinet, | 
trembone, 
Herman’s jive and ballad warbling 
is as good as of yore, and his infor- 
mal, tongue-in-cheek fronting and 


trumpet and rhythm. } 


Balcom’s harp work. 
Bernie Cummins orch does su- 
rb backing. Group displays more 
ody than one would expect from 
only 10 pieces. Fills floor for fox- 
trots and Latin rhythms. Jeanne 





 Meeambo, Hellyweed 
Hollywood, April 13. 
Monica Lewis, Wally Cox, Roger 
Spiker Orch (5), Latinaires (5); 
cover, $1.50, $2. 





Comedian Wally Cox, making his 
Coast bow at this swank Sunset 
Strip nitery, has taken over the 
screen sophisticates completely. He 
came on Doar cold opening 
night—and 20 minutes later his 
fan clubs were being formed. 

Working in a tweed suit so rum- 
pled that it™seems to have been 
packed in a lady’s handbag, Cox 
looks like .. civilian Sad Sack. He 
gets off to a slow start, particular- 
ly with a crowd not expecting the 
wry, dry humor he purveys. But 
it builds. The smiles grow into tit- 
ters, the titters into screams. Even- 
tually, it’s a begoff. 

The material is all good, whether 
it’s a takeoff on a stuffy small town 
banker addressing the Rotary Club, 
or a “description” of the kids he 
used to play with. The delivery 
is sparked by a fine. sense of tim- 


jing and leavened with the proper 


} 


touch of humility. The results are 
topnotch. 

Chirp Monica Lewis, though top- 
billed, suffered opening night from 


Barrett, pert blonde, handles vo-/| following Cox. It’s a tough chore 


cals nicely. Chan. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Greenwich Village 


This spot, 


announcing provide the finishing| which over the years has escaped 
touch of showmanship to & thor- those drastic b.o. fluctuations which| jstered well. 


oughly satisfying band session. 
Sarah Vaughan has 
combination of a style and a legiti- 


tones give a set of words a mean-| policy, which showcases urban-bred 


ing not always put there by the 
lyricist, and the contrasting clear 
phrasing and shading of high notes 


the show caught were “The Near- 
ness of You” and Gershwin’s 
“Summertime,” a vocal gem. Jim- 
my Jones gives the sepia singer 
good support at the ivories, with 
the Herman band also backing. 
Latter gives the current show more 
cohesion than is usual with the 
rotating acts at this spot. 

Fats Pichon, rotund Negro pian- 
ist from New Orleans, rounds out 
the bill, working solo without ac- 
companying rhythm or any particu- 
lar direct approach to the ring- 
siders. He lets his keyboard speak 
for itself, and it has plenty to say. 


plays more ad lib and straight pia- 
no; when he segues into boogie 


Current show is marking Bop 
| City’s first anniversary. Rich. 
Flame Room, Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
(Followup) 
Minneapolis, April 15. 
Mindy Carson, songstress, estab- 
lishes herself in this smart room on 
her first Minneapolis appearance. 


netic quality to her quiet style of 
warbling. 

Some effective lighting, indi- 
vidual vocal touches and striking 





aastendion | White, Geraldine DuBois, Meribeth arrangements of sure-fire numbers 
| 


/suited to her personality and style 
,iake for unobtrusive showman- 
| ship. 

At show caught, Miss Carson, 


‘Andy Ankers, at the piano, and the 
:Bob Cross orchestra ably backing 
jher up, did nine numbers, every 
one a click. “When You're Smil- 


{ 


Song,” “Some Time I’m Happy, 
“I'll Remember April” “Candy and 
, Cake,” “Con’t Help Loving That 
Man,” “Take Love Easy” and “Mad 
|About the Boys.” The Cross or- 
chestra, as usual, left nothing to 
|desire in playing the show and for 
| patrons’ dancing. 
_Saturday supper show. 


| 
Marine Room, Chi 


Rees. 





| prising the leader on accordion, | years, 


hillbillies, country comics and folk 
games for the family trades But 


|have hit the nitery belt generally, | 
that Tare jis still sticking to the formula of Spiker and the Latinaires crews 
: dispensing corn. The hayseed decor! with the former . hip 
mate voice. Her throaty, caressing |i, matched by the entertainment show backing. 


for anyone, and the singer would 
do better to open the layout. Open- 
ing night nervousness added to her 
troubles and her choice of “They 
Wouldn't Believe Me” as an open- 
er got her off to a too-slow start. 
Once underway, however, she reg- 


Band chores are shared by Roger 


providing okay 
Kap. 


Garden Terrace, Philly 


ene 1 distincti t h the hinterlanders are making this (BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL) 
ene vors par ge = © to , vat | SPot pay off, and the reasonable | 
rangement. Best of her numbers at prices combined with the informal 


Philadelphia, April 13. 
Jay Martin, Jack Warner & Shir- 


atmosphere are among the chief ley McGuire, the Vernettes, Earl 


reasons. 


} 


Denny’s Orch; $1.50, $2.50 mini- 


Lenny Herman’s orch and bari- mums. 


tone Howard Saks (New Acts) are 


|newcomers to the current hold- 
is a the Ben Franklin hotel, which had 


over. bill. Herman’s quintet 





The Garden Terrace Room of 


versatile, crisp-sounding crew com- ice skating shows for nearly eight 


continues with defrosted 


/one sax anc three on rhythm.;|supper club fare. The latest pro- 
Combo has an unusually large rep- duction is modest (three acts) but 


j 


,a blackboard from which Herman Mahoney role in 


| 
| 


|Unlike recent 88ers here, Pichon | 


ertory of pops and polkas. 


uring | makes for a fast and entertaining 


the customer hoofing patrons can 35 minutes. 


indicate their request numbers on 


selects his tunes. 


Jay Martin, who had the Woody 
“Finian’s Rain- 
| bow,” is an okay single. A highly 


Band gets a full-bodied effect via presentable baritone, with a tenor 


new instrument, 


|which is attached to the piano. 


*| Device permits simultaneous merg- 


ing of piano and organ sounds. 


|Herman handles the vocals with 


ing” was the teeoff and there fol- | 
lowed “It Isn’t Fair,” a ene | 06 


} 


| pleasant tenor pipes. Herm, 


Embassy Reom, Wash. 
(STATLER HOTEL) 
Washington, April 15. 
Dorothy Shay, Evelyn Tyner 


the organo,|to bass range, Martin knows how 


to use his voice effectively and 
command attention on the floor. He 
|does best with “Lucky Old Sun,” 
|‘“Temptation” and a down-Memory- 
Lane jaunt that includes “Say It 
isn’t So,” “Remember,” ete. 
Jack Warner and Shirley Mc- 
Guire provide the dance interlude. 
The Garden Terrace is one of the 
few rooms in town still regularly 





| Trio, Steve Kisley Orch (10), with a a dance team. Although 


Peggy Taylor; cover $1.50, $2. 


| 





Dorothy Shay is money in 


ditties she sings has them beating 
their flippers 
trained seals. 

Caught at the late show Satur- 
day night, the “Park Avenue Hill- 
| billie” had the situation well in 
hand with a smooth assortment of 
songs and some easy badinage with 

e hep audience in which were 





| Eric Johnston, Frank Stanton, pres- 
| ident of CBS, and even the Lone 
| Ranger, who had been doing a p.a. 
iin town. 

|. Miss Shay is a rocking chair en- 
tertainer — slow and easy. She 
| handles that terrific collection of 
i lyrics which have been tailored for 
‘her with a grand sense of timing 


the | of ideas 


bank for the Embassy Room. She | Young, winning and _ apparently 


Petite and pretty,, there’s & mag-! nacks ‘em in, they spend, and those tireless, it has possibilities. 


e act lacks polish, this pair has 
a wide variety of stuff and a lot 
about what to do with it. 


The 
| Vernettes, who combine juggling 


with delight like | With acrobatics, tee off the revue. 


Novelty high spot is the man’s 
hand-balancing on stacks of blocks, 
which he tosses away one at a 
time until reaching the floor. 


Gagh. 


Oval Reom, Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 
3 Boston, April 14. 
Dunninger, Ranny Weeks Orch 
{8), Tony Peters Trio; cover, 


$1.50-$2 


Combining slick showmanship 
/with uncanny mind-reading ability, 
| Dunninger is currently baffling the 
|diners in this swank room with 











.and with never any hurry, milking guests wondering how he does it. 
each line for every chuckle and | While some con Auiined to scoff, 


| guffaw that’s in it.” 


windup of performance has even 


|_ Of course, “Feudin’, Fussin’ and | the skeptics admitting the guy has 


Room filled at | Fightin’ has become a Shay trade- 


mark and automatically starts the 
mitt action, but the slickest number 
She does is a thing called “Effi- 


basic material for the big time,|a Short Life,’ which serves nicely (EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) ciency” about a mountain gal in a 


when he prunes his takeoffs and as a warmup. Neat pace is held) 


adds some_ stronger numbers. 
Comedian gets off to a good start, 
clicks with his etching of vacation- 
ing Brooklynites, but his interpre- 
tations ‘of various other buffoons 
is overlong and not up to par with 

receding bits. However, he gets 


|\throughout, Lewis sparking the 
‘production with bits of clowning 
with Pease and White, who inci- 
dentally are solid in zany bit as 
,the “Hot Coal” dancers, and the 
_well-stacked Geraldine DuBois. 


‘Newcomer to the troupe but w.k. | 


| Chicago, April 12. 
‘Dorothy Hild Ballet (10), 
_Chio, Carmen. Balcom, Charles 
| Sheldon, Bernie -Cummins Orch. 
(10), Jeanne Barrett; $1.20 cover. 





| Current offering is one of the 


efty hand for burly routine with | hereabouts is Meribeth Old, a look-| best in recent months, and it’s re- 


Mack Pearson as the psychopathic er, who clicks solidly with a terrif flected in 


killer and Vine as defense attor- 
ney. 
son, as a refugee guardian of the 
club washroom, gets manhandled 
by comic, twice his size and weight 
and duo bow-off to hefty mitt. 
The Willises get laughs with 
their hokea Spanish tango. Male 
does okay with soft shoe of ‘‘Swa- 


nee River” but it’s the ballet num- | 


ber closer with awkward leaps and 
near misses that gets the best guf- 
faws. Team exists neatly to jitter- 


bug routine. Other dance team, Do-| 


ran and France, only do two num- 
bers, both in top fashion, but are 
lost as the chorus parades back 
and forth throughout. Closing num- 





. biz holding up strong. 


‘'acro turn. Miss DuBois gets neat 


ley of oldies and teams with Lewis 
in “Song of the Body and the 
Face” for solid windup. Reed Sis- 
|ters handle vocal chores nicely, 


‘grabbing spotlight for “Show Boat” | 


medley and also on vocal _ back- 
| grounds. 

Although individual turns click 
nicely, top returns are garnered 
_by Lewis with his trademarks, “Me 
and My Shadow,” strutting with 
Peace, his corny clarineting in “St. 
‘Louis Blues” and vocalizing of 
| “When My Baby Smiles at Me.” 
| Troupe is in for two-weeker, with 


j _ increased attendance. 
‘Show is slick in almost every de- 


Skit gets hilarious as Pear- returns in solo vocalizing of med-|tail, from tall, blonde Erie Thor- 


'sen’s singing to Lathrop & Lee’s 
neat tap work to the ornate and 
‘vivid production numbers staged 
by_producer Dorothy Hild. 

| This is Thorsen’s first Chi date. 
|While stint is tailor-made for the 


| 


'intime type room, he handles him- 


Eric Thorsen, Lathrop & Lee,| 
Ruth | Agnes 


| Tennessee factory. 
Close behind for honors is the 
r Klung “Winkin’” song 
which brings out the entertainer’s 
facial gestures to the best advan- 
tage. Among other numbers she of- 
fers in typical Shay manner are 
Uncle Fud,” “Mr. Berlitz,” “I’ve 
| Been to Hollywood,” and the “Lit- 
tle Things You Do That Count.” 

For a change of pace, about mid- 
|way in her program she offers a 
Sentimental ballad, “I’m in Love 
| With a Married Man.” Since a good 
Share of a dinner crowd stays over 
‘for the late show, Miss Shay has 
a different lineup of numbers for 
each show. 

The Steve Kisley Orch” accom- 





self well in this large room. Singer | panies Miss Shay. Singing with the 


spends most of his time table-hop-| band is Peggy Taylor, a deep-. 


ping and singing to the customers. | throated young thrush from L.A., 
Femmes seem to love the attention. | who will goeplaces with more stage 
|. He opens with “It’s a Great Feel- presence and savvy in putting her 


‘ing,’ shows fine 


! e 
over 


range 


solid], 


a with numbers across. 
There’s No Tomorrow,” then goes | 


Spacing the Kisley Band is the 


with novelty, “Yah,|!Evelyn Tyner trio, solid faves i 
Elie. \iSure, Y’Betcha.” Amuses with take- | D. C. . >is 


something. 

Announcing that he will pay 
$10,000 to anyone who can prove 
he uses plants, which he blandly 
states he “will hever have to pay,” 
he tees off with stint employing a 
couple of male ringsiders in several 
_ card manipulations as neat warmup 
for ensuing mental feats. 
Claiming no ability to read for- 
, tunes, he passes slips of paper and 
/envelopes to diners with instruc- 
tions to write numbers, names and 
| addresses and urging them to con- 
| centrate while he waits for thought 
| waves to hit him. Then he reels 
off answers that could only be 
| known by the writer and at show 
caught wasn't tripped one. At one 
‘point he enlists a youngster, who 
touches his forehead for the vMra- 
tions, and correctly recites the se- 
| quence of a series of numbers writ- 
‘ten on paper and held in the 
writer’s hand. 

Dunninger winds by writing the 





‘total of four digit numbers placed 
/on a slate by four enlistees before 
he is shown the numbers. After 


_earefully checking the total by sey- 

eral payees Dunninger produces & 
blackboard on which he previously 
\had the total. Elie. 
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(L) Loew: (MW) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (8) Stall; (Ww) rner 
(WR) Walter Reade nent 
NEW YORK CITY State (1) 26 | Ladies Jimmy Jam 
Capitol (L) 22 iy Armstrong Co Charles Stephen iin tae 7 
Sammy Kaye Orc (more to filbD LEICESTER Turner Layton 
Nancy warner LOS ANGELES _ Palace (S) 17 Gold & Cordell 
Ray Malon Orpheum (1) 19 Vera Lynn Manley Austin 
Music Hall () 20 | Wally Blair Alec Pleon Donald § Stuart 
Margery Mayer Edith Clifford Johnny Lockwood | Jack Watson 
Dean Crane A & C Delbosq J & M Kinson Prince of Wales 
Bettina Dearborn Reggie Rymal | Fayne & Evans (t) 17 
Ronnie Ronalde Cedric & Algy | Eddie Leroy Jimmy Edwards 
Lane Bros Neal Stanley ; Red Fred & Rosa | Joy Nichols 
Alphonse Berge Berk & Hallow 3 Imps Dick Bentley 
Helen Dodge Lomas, Capen, LINCOLN Wallas Eaton 
Rockettes King | Royal (1) 17 
Corps de Ballet MIAMI Jack Lewis SCUNTHORES 
Glee Club Olympia (P) 1% Tommy Rose Savoy w V7 
Palace (R) 20 Ivanovs , Sonny Dawkes Edwin Heath 
Winik & Mae Maureen Cannon’ | Melody 6 Eugene Kortz 
Bob Douglas — | LIVERPOOL | Tattersall & Jerry 
4 ,eun rf ic ‘ | re hg , 
Kay Medford pennes > aaye Sis wutdonaee ae Wise a = 
faberto & Alicia | gee es Ryan & MeDonald | 8 Molinoffs 
. - 2 Virginians | SUNDERLAND 
Pa Laman gr 7 Rance oll Ore Jon Pertwee Empire (M) 17 
Billy Eckstine Satisfiers plying Cromwells | Jack Radcliffe 
| - , oris | Robert Wilson 
Pete Rusdlo ~~. Bob tr AM | Skating Typhoons | George Elrick 
obby | Orph P) 21 Herschel Henlere |} Agnette & Sylvio 
Henny Youngman | yee | NORWICH | Douglas Maynard 
wean ee, 21 | Gil icon fitenedreme () 1% | Helen Norman 
Harmonicats Boyd Raeburn Ore | pe 2 Kunz oe —, = 
Sonny, Howard Beany tpt Aerial Kenways Arthur Taylor 
i allahan | Billy Day Frances Derry 
Bee S ae 91 Bos wei | Shires & Tyler Jacqueline Dunbar 
vero > 26 Only | George Williams Shirley Cook 
M Valdes Orc neo Horrors | Doreen D Lupinno | Roy Allen 
Hayes & Healy Asylum of Horrors | rucerne Skaters ' SWANSEA 
DiGitanos yf pee te NEWCASTLE Empire (M) 17 
BALTIMORE w sabe i |  &mpire (M) 17 Frankie Howerd 
‘ State (i) 222 hoes ap paca | Josef Locke MacDonald & 
ene ‘ fan —" | Sandy Powell Graham 
Senor Cortez Martez & Lucia Albert Burdon Bobbie Kimber 
Don Mullen (1 to fill) | Karina Spanglers 
M & M Gray Earle (W) 21 5 pis ; 


Crawfords 
Lee Noble 
Farrar & Austin 
Bert ode & H 


DEN 
Tewers (i) 21-23 
Joe Reed 
Bunnell Sis 
Francisco 
Sammy Mosg 
Hal Sands Gls 
CEDAR RAPIDS | 
lowa (R) 24-27 
4 Evans 
Hank Siemon 
ibins 
ob Dupont 
Keaton & Armfield 
Ben Yost White 
Guards 
a Dann 
autier’s 
Steeplechase 
HICAGO 
Chicago (P) 
Frankie Laine 
Alan Carney 
Patti Page 
Berry Bros 
Oriental (i) 21 
B & J Kean 
3 Nov-Elites 
Bill Farrell 
felene & Howard 


21 


Regal 
Cootie Williams O 
Herb Lance 
Josh White 
Derby Wilson 
Ruth Brown 
H Rhyhtm King 

CLEARWATER j 
Capitol (P) 25 Only | 
Asylum of Horrors 

DAVENPORT 
Orpheum (R) 20-23 | 
4 Evans 
Hank Siemon | 
Albins 
Bob Dupont 
Keaton & Armfteld 
Ben Yost White 

Guards 
Artie Dann 
Gautier’s 

svoupeecboce 


DAYTON 
Keith’s (R) 20-23 
Dizzy Gillespie Orc | 
Sugar Chile j 
Robinson oF 

HARTFORD 











King Cole 3 
Lucky Millinder O 
Apus & Estrellita 
Teddy Hale 
PLANT CITY 
Capitel (P) 24 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
PROVIDENCE 
State (L) 19-21 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Wally Brown 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (i) 21-23 
4 Tune Tattlers 
Shavo Sherman 
3 Royal Rockets 
Field & Harriet 
Alan & Noble 
ST LOUIS 
Fox (FM) 22 
Jimmy Husson 
D & D Remy 
Robinson & Martin 
Bill Finch 
B & J Peterson 
Tommy Port 
Sam Linfield Tp 
Yeoman Bros & 
Francis 
Peter Donald 
SANDFORD 
(P) 19 Only 
of Horrors 


Court Sq (I) 20-23 
Chambers & Blair 
Jim Penman Co 
Keye Luke 
Haywoods 
A & M Havel 
Howard Fuller 3 
TAMP 


MPA 
Palace (P) 21-22 
Asylum of Horrors 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (L) 22 
Xavier Cougat 
Wally Brown 
Heward (1) 21 


| Joe Thomas Orc 


Dinah Washington 
Ivory J Hunter Bd 


| Step Bros 


Murray & Swan 

Minnta Cruz 

WILLOW GROVE 

23 Only 

Renee & Jim 

Don Muller 

Senor Cortez 

| Warner & Cole 

Parker Bros 
mee ne 

a) 


Plymeuth 21 


'T Mack’s Amateurs 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 17 


; Jon 
| Mandalay 


Bill Whittaker | 


Ali Bey 

Tommy Lockwood 
Fred Wilton 

Eric Corris 


John Corrie 

Adagio Act 

cant Frazer 

George Sandiford 
obbie 


12 Starlight Lovlies | 


BIRMINGHAM 
ippodrome (M) 17 
Cheerful C Chester 
Ken Morris 
Fred Ferrari 
Arthur Hayes 
Edwina Carol 
Len Marten 
Grip 


Mariotti & Wenman) 


Brahms 
Gene Anderson 
Harry Richards 
12 Tiller Girls 





BLACKPOOL 
Palace (1) 17 
Owen Catley 
Morton Fraser Co 
Madrigal & Joyce 
Joan Hinde 
Mary Priestman 
Agnette & Sylvio 
Tower Circus (1) 17 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’ S Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 
Circusettes 
alcombes 
Little Jimmy 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 17 
Frank Randle 
Hal Swain 
Swing Bis 
Rita Shearer 


iz @ FP 


Boden 
Singers 
Kay Sothern 

Gus Aubrey 


| Hal Mack 


Dancing Demons 


| 
' 
| A J Powell 
Jack Laurie 
| 
| 


Stan Stafford 
Jimmy Clitheroe 
A Wazzan Tp 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 
Cecil Sheridan 
Joy Brennan 
Mickey Reid 
Bill Miller 
Joe O'Reilly 
Jimmy Inglis 
Cass & Keegan 
2 M’s 
Irene Dickson 
Terry O'Brien 
Nemacs & Violet 
May Moxan Girls 
DERBY 


Grand (S) 17 
Joe Loss Bd 
Millette 
Joe Black 
Jack Melville 
Shamva 


7 


| Harry Worth 


| Yale 


& Diane 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 17 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Merry Macs 
Bamberger & Pam 
Jackie Co 
George Meaton 
Mills & Belita 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 
Max Bygraves 


7 


| Lee Lawrence 
|3 Hellos 





Mack Triplets 
L & F Preston 
S & M Harrison 
Don Saunders 


| Wilson Keppel & B 
LEEDS 


Empire (M) 17 
Roy A Hoy 
Derek Roy 
Hackford & Doyle 
3 Cottas 
E Gordon & Nancy 
Olga Varona 
Rona Ricardo 
7 Volants 
8 Sophisticated 


Peter Webster 
Vadio & Hertz 
Sweet Serenaders 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 17 
Rex & Bessie 
Jack Train 
Levanda & Van 
Anona Winn 


Stan White & Ann | 


Young China Tp 
Norman Hackforth 
Royal (M) 17 
Cyril Cusack 
Patricia Wayne 
Ronald Howard 





Jose Moreno Co 
Freddie Harrison 


Jackley & Jee 
Mena Minzi & F 
Robertis 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 17 
Ted Heath Orc 
Sirdani 


C & L Gonda 
Billy Maxam 
Syd Amoy 
Frances Duncan 
YORK 


Empire (i) 17 
Harry Lester Co 


Bill Kerr Conyot & Olive 
PORTSMOUTH Cycling Astons 
Royal (M) 17 Regon & Royal 

Alan Kay O’Farrel Decrs 

CANADA 

EAST HAMPTON TORONTO 

Granada (1) 17 Uptown (L) 24 
3 Suns 


Bel Louis Bros 
Foster & Clarke 
Karlsen 3 

Olsen & Sealion 


Jerry Colonna 
Thelma Carpenter 
Honey Bros 
Barretts 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiane 
Dana Leslie 


| Eddie Cooper 


nee | Chet 


Amsterdam 
Jack Hotop 
Hot Lips Page 
Bud Powell 
Charlie Parker 
Bive Angeli 
Chas. Trenet 
Stuart Ross 
Eadie & Rack 
Nancy Andrews 
John Kelly, Jr 


| H Chittison 3 


Portia Nelson 
City 


| 
| Sarah Vaughan 


| Woody 


Herman O 
Cafe Society 
Mervyn Nelson 


| Thelma Carpenter 


Cliff Jackson 
Copacabana 

Frank Sinatra 

Larry Storch 


| Fred &- Sledge 


Patricia Adair 
Lorna Lynn 


| Russ Emery 
| M Durso Ore 


Alvares Orc 


Diamond Horseshoe | 


Walter Dare Wahl 
Gloria Leroy 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 


| Noble Sissle Ore 


| Chie 


Morrison Ore 


| Rigoletto Bros 


Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 


: Tommy King 
| Harry Meehan 


Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 
Havana-MaGrid 
Trini Reyes 
San Juan 3 
Clavel & Farrar 
Fausto Ore 


| Pupi Campo Ore 


Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel 
Ving Merlin Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
Myrus 
Betty 
Jerry Austen 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 


Jane Watson 


| Ralph Teferteller 


| Beatrice 


Hotel Plaza 
Evelyn Knight 
Kraft 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 


| M Bergere 
wer Deutsch 


} 


Hotel Roosevelt? 
| Rudy Vallee 
Larry ~ ow Ore 
Phelan 3 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Roberta Welch 
i Leo Pleskow 
Erwin Kent 





New Yorker | 


Ramoni Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Hotel Shelburne 
Juanita Hall 
Louise Howard 
L & E Roberts 
Norman Wallace 
Cy Coleman 3 
Hotel Statier 
Ray Anthony Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
Johnny Thompson 
Airline Trio 
Hotel Weylin 


| Rudy Barron Ore 


Latin Quarter 
Buddy Rogers 
Ed Michaels 
John Vanderhof 
Linda Lombard 
Ballet Sevillano 
Ernestine Mercer 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Buster Shaver 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Coq Rouse 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Orc 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Jean Gary 
Jean Mason 
Bella Smare 
Lyda & Yanni 
Johnny Crawford 
Macombo 
Baer & Rosenbloom 
Roy Sedley 
Boylan & King 
Gordon Andrews 
Monte Carlo 
Dick Gaspare Ore 
La Playa 6 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Walling & McHugh 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Old Knick 
Paul Killiam 
Pat Dennie 
Hazen Jacobson 
Charlotte Ray 
Johnny Silver 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Steve Murray 
Gerri Gale 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 


| D’Aquila Orc 


| 


Park Ave 


| Del Casino 





Ruth Davis 
Glenn Abbott 
Ruban Bieu 
Kirkwood & 
Goodman 
Estelle Loring 
Ronnie Graham 
Julius Monk 
Norman Paris 3 
Versailles 
Kay Thompson 
Lee Scott 
Buzz Miller 
George Martin 
Emilie Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Sarr 


' Jesse Elliot 
Ray Arnett 
Bobo Lewis 
Bobby ‘Barry 
Perry Mitchell 
Sherman Hayes Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
Marla Stevens 
Dick LaSalle Ore 
Cher Paree 
Billy Vine 
Gertrude Niesen 
Asia Boys (3) 


Frank Masters Ore 
Palmer Mouse 
Victor Borge 
David Powell 
Raymond Chase 
M Abbott Ders 
Eddie O’Neil Ore 


Sherman Hote} 


Phyllis Gehri 
Don Weismuller 


for years, this okay group hasn’t 
been caught since they re-formed 
after war service. 

Originally the combo from which 
Peggy Lee and Ella Mae Morse 
moved up on, the quartet new 
steers shy of femme warblers— 
and doesn’t need ’em. A good bet 
for sole entertainment spot in a 
small room, or for continuous bar- 





Tony ‘Fontaine Christine Nelson 
| Cee Davidson Ore Carmen Albino 
} Helsings Norman Fields 


Frank Wagner 
Ward Garner 
Kenneth Remo 
Eileen Green 
Cliff Norton 
Carolyn Gilbert 
Les Weinrott 
Vera Gahan 
Bill Snyder Ore 
Silver Frolics 
Nov-Elites (3) 


Ralph Lewis 

Chet Roble 

Mary F Kincaid 

Jerry Marchand 

Billy Chandler Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 

Gypsy Markoff 

Harry Rodcay 

Johnny Alladin Ore | 


H Edgewater Beach 





Erie Thorson | Stone & Shine 
Ruth Chio | Ginger Kinney 
Charles Sheldon | Kay Kenton 


Lathrop & Lee | 
D Hild Ders (12) 
Bernie Cummins O 
Hotel Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Morgan 3 
Douglas Duffy 


Catholics on TV 


Continued from page 1 


Bud Prentiss Ore 
' Don Pedro Bd 
Vine Gardens 
| Adeline Neice 

} Lew Saxon 
Adams Bros 

Mel Cele Ore 
Pancho Ore 




















Catholic Men declared that televi- 
sion was providing a great opportu- 
nity to strengthen family life and 
had proven its ability to provide 
cultural and educational programs. 
The statement continued, however 
that there were rumblings that 
television “is being used to the 
detriment of the best interests of 
the family, especially the children, 
through some of the programs be- 


ing presented.” This pointed to the 
possibility of censorship. 


Censor Talk Flares Again 
Chicago, April 18. 
That the problem of TV censor- 


ship, particularly as it relates to) 


crime programming, is still upper- 
most. 


NAB convention here as beefs of 


delegates were heard with an in-| 


creasing crescendo this week. 

Last week’s presentation of the 
U. S. Tobacco Co.-sponsored ‘“Mar- 
tin Kane, Private Eye” has ap- 
parently fanned the ire of the TV 
broadcasters, who have been mak- 
| ing no bones over their resentment 
of how far the networks are per- 
mitting the program boys to go in 
TV. Installment referred to was 
one visually depicting a man and 
/a woman hanging from a rope, 
with some supplementary horror 
sequences that, according to the 
| broadcasters, precipitated a flock 
of viewer protests. 

“This is 10 times worse than 
radio” typified the broadcaster 
comments here. 


| Petrillo OK 


Continued from page 1 




















mored to be scoring some of their 
product in Mexico. 


Wrigley Sponsors Autry Vidpix 
Hollywood, April 18. 

Wrigley, which sponsors Gene 
Autry’s CBS program, will also 
pick up the tab on a new series of 
half-hour vidpix which the screen 
cowpoke launches May 10. There’s 
a strong possibility the films will 
be lensed in color and held for 
release until color television is 
here. CBS will release. 

Eventual plan is for 52 pix 
annually, but Autry is starting off 
with six, each running 27 minutes, 
to be made under the banner of 
Flying-A Pictures, new outfit which 
the sagebrush singer has formed 
with Armand Schaefer and Mitch- 


ell Hamilburg. Schaefer will be 
exec producer, with Lou Gray as 
associate, and outfit is mulling 


plans to make telefilms with other 
film names. 

In face of reports Columbia Picts 
is entering into partnership with 
Gene Autry for production of tele- 
vision programs on film, studio 
stated such reports are erroneous, 
that its policy on television re- 
mains unchanged. 

It is not entering television in 
any way. It is neither in partner- 
ship with Autry organization on 
television, nor will Autry tele- 


Lenny Herman Ore yision films be produced on the 


Bill Long 3 
Jack Rivers 


i Gower street lot. 


jin this Wilshire Boulevard steak- 
| house, they ram over solid enter- 


_ bers. 


in the minds of television 
broadcasters was apparent at the: 


side diversion as currently spotted 





,tainment. Each is an okay instru- 
; mentalist in his own right and} 
their voices blend nicely for fine | 


a on a large library of bal-| 


lads, novelties and comedy num- 
Particular standout is their | 
“Clair De Lune,” to which they | 
have appended lush lyrics. 
Sunita works easily with the 
customers, drawing cues for each 


set from the mood of the audience, 


largely made up of satisfied re- 
peaters. Good for niteries, they 
also could show advantageously in 
tele or in a film spot. Kap. 
RUTH DAVIS 
Songs 
18 Mins. 
Fanchon & Arnold’s, N. Y. 

Ruth Davis plays up the sex 
angle both in material and cos- 


tume. Gal, making her appearance 
in a bare-backed, strapless gown 
when caught, conducts herself | 
with ease, selling her numbers 
smartly and drawing full audi ence | 
appreciation. 

Vocalist opens with “Here I Go| 


Again,” following with a _ three- 
part “story” told via songs. Trio 


of tunes begins with “There’s Dan- | 
ger in Your Eyes Cherie,” followed 
by “This Is My First Affair” 
ending with “Oh! Do It Again.” 
Continuing in the innuendo vein, 
_Miss Davis offers “Do a Little 
Business on the Side,” the conno- 
| tation of which is made pretty ob- 
_vious. Songstress finishes off with | 
i“The Lady is a Tramp” and “Fall-| 
|ing in Love is Wonderful.” Latter 
number, done a la Ethel Merman, | 
‘is a firstrate carboning job. 


BEVERLY FOWLER 
Songs 

8 Mins.; One 
Colonial Albany 

Small, young, winsome brunet 
sings familiar numbers. Opens 
here with “Tootsie,” followed by 
“Might As Well Be Spring.” Then 
“Lady Is a Tramp,” which she pro- 
jects neatly. 

Audience reaction was moderate: 
femme vocalists do not make out 
too well at this theatre. Miss 
Fowler, who also plays nightclubs, 
may show to better advantage in 
that intimate atmosphere. She 
probably will develop style with 
experience. A slight reduction in 
gesturing might help. 
| Strikingly dressed in a _ white 
evening gown, she took two bows 
in second slot. Jaco. 





MICKEY DEEMS 

Comedy 

10 Mins., One 

Palace, N. Y. ; 
Mickey Deems, comedian previ- 

ously on Broadway in the short- 


lived musical, “Alive and Kick- | 
ing,” and also in cafe dates, in- | 
icluding the Blue Angel, N. Y., is | 


okay on his initial vaude date in| 
this area. Most of his routine is 
a reprise of bits he did in the 
musical. 


Lad has appearance, saleability 


and a satisfactory act 
mediaries such as this house, 
where he goes over solidly. How- 


ever, he would have to punch up 
his current display somewhat to 
hit the major league presentation 


houses and niteries. His before- 
and-after (marriage) skit and 
“father and son” bit get best 
laughs. Edba. 
HOWARD SAKS 
Songs 
12 Mins. 
Village Barn, N. Y. 

Howard Saks, recent winner in 


Horace Heidt amateur competi- 
tion, makes a good initial impres- 
sion with. his strong baritone 
Youngster has lots of poise be- 
fore a mike but fails to project 
with sufficient warmth. Addition- 
ai experience will help strip some 
of the artificial surface and permit 
more genuine personality to come 
through. 

Well-rounded selections includ- 
ed a couple of ballads, “My Fooi- 
ish Heart” and “When We're 
Aione,” and the show tune, 

“There’s Nothin’ 
Saks’ full-bodied vocalizing regis- 
ters best with the latter type of 
i number. Herm. 


a 


and | 


Personable duo display ciev 
ness in their mouthings to Slattets 
of disklicks. They are neatly cos- 
tumed and have a youthful, re- 
freshing approach and good sell- 
ing ability. Also a flair for build- 
ing their numbers. 

Open with “Maharajah of Maga- 
dor,” with Arabian and harem 
trappings, then a Crosby-Andrews 
Sisters platter of “Bebop Is 
Spoken Here,” with some nice 
clowning. Both get good response 
from audience. Close with a 
Spike Jones version of “Cocktails 


for Two” for potent getaway. 
| Okay for theatre, cafe or tele. 
Edba. 


DU MARTE & DANZER 
Comedy, dance 


|10 Mins., One (special) 


Palace, N. Y. 

Male team, a couple of Parisian 
dandies togged in green cutaways 
and toppers, have played Euro- 
pean music halls. Opening with 
a Gallic ditty, they segue into 
some hoofing in Parisian idom, 
mixture of the frou-frou and can- 
can, and some followup repartee. 
Clincher, however, is a skeleton 
dance in blacked-out luminously 
treated outfits, accompanied by 
spooky effects. They canter up 
and down aisles of theatre for 
laughs and yells. 


Got over neatly in No. 4 spot on 
eight-acter here. Edba. 


NORMAN BROWN 
Dance, Drums 

9 Mins., Three 
Palace, N. Y. 


Norman Brown’s forte is the 
skin-beating session. However, 
he’s adept at hoofing and re 
it via a nifty rhythm prefacing 
drumming stint and acro-tap atop 
bass drum in finale. He also does 
a rhythmic beat on quintet of 
varied-sized drums to get solid ap- 

lause. 

Good novelty act for any spot. 

Edba. 











Rank Studios 





| 
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a number of indies who have 
Rank’s distribution guarantee, 
which can bes discounted at the 
banks for between 70 to 75° of 
the negative cost. The prime dif- 
ficulty is the negotiation of the 


end money and completion guaran- 
tees. Since the studio slump this 
has become an increasing problem. 

More Rank properties are to be 
sold by auction. On May 30 the 
Winter Garden theatre in Drury 
Lane and theatres in three London 
suburbs will be offered for sale, 
together with Moor Hall, Cookham, 
which housed the cartoon unit, and 
sites in North London and the Mid- 
lands. 

The Winter Garden theatre was 
originally acquired by the Rank 
group for TV developments and 
also as a tryout house for plays 
which might be suitable for screen 
adaptation. 


Rank Preps Return 
Hollywood, April 18 
Rank leaves for N. Y. Saturday 
(23) and sails for London 28th. 
While here he spent practically all 
of his time visiting with family and 


for inter- golfing. He also paid courtesy calls 


to a few studios. 





d ience 
ance 


want 
think. 
Like a Dame.” Put upon pictures, 











Hornblow Accents | 
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pline unknown in the legit, maga- 
zine or book field. We are expected 
to be as mature as other media 
but every possible obstacle is put 


in our path. Our critics are con- 
fused. We don’t aim a film for a 
12-year-old but we must take in 


account that the 12-year-old exists 


and may see the film. Actually, we 
aim our productions at the most 
mature and intelligent audience 
that exists in America. When that 
audience raises its level that of 


films will r*:e.” 

Hornblow complains that the au- 

attending a legit perform- 
“take their brains with them.” 
When they go to the flickeries they 
to be diverted not made to 

Because of the restrictions 
“I find very few 
people over the age of 25 who 
have a strong, abiding interest im 
pictures, week in and week out.” 
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56 HOUSE REVIEWS poe 
: ij som id stuff, climaxed Etoile, Paris 
a pe t willingness Senator, Pitt ing e rep ; way 3 
Palaee, N. ¥. style and his appar eee rm Pittsburgh, April 15, | When the gal, supported by a hand atte tiatti se 


do a i 
Slate Bros. (2) with Sherry %o — “Grand Ole Opry” show, with 
Shadburne, Mickey Deems, “yo clemy tnughs. Roy Acuff, Whitney Ford (Duke of 
& 4 Fays, Al Gordon's Dogs, The Satisfors, three boys and &| Paducah), Smoky Mountain Boys, 


Marte & Denaer, Fred & Fae, Nor-| are an okay foursome, who Brother Oswald & Sister Rachel 
man Brown, 3 Juggling Jewels, aiv! toward Bn 


chatter) gets him 





Don Albert, with House Orch; “The cists of a medley of pop songs | (Col), 
Great Rupert” (EL), reviewed in ain into sequential pattern, and | val : 
Vantery Jen. 4, “50. an item called “Crazy Over Radic; Hillbilly stage version of the 





; reials,’ which allows for jong-time barnyard radio show 
Current lineup is one of — pow) tabeodls of radio gabbers, that are can’t come under the general classi- 
ace’s better displays recente on not especially accurate nor funny. fication of vaude. It’s strictly a 
coupled with Jimmy eo alk » The opening spot ie occupied by corncrib, but with the distinction 
the screen in “The Great i eerof- Adrian and Charlie, a good acro- of having a large following. Dis- 
should do potently at the boxol ) 71; ) Guo with a flair for comedy | missing it as just an hour of moun- 
fice. _— ‘as well as plenty style. Gagh. tain music won't do bere ee 
Bill, which has plenty ie 4 | Ole Oo ry” does retail its - re) 
and pace, is topped by the Slate | |the cob with a shrewd eye to mass 


r duo, while brother : | consumption. 
teed is comets in the Broad- Toronto, April 14. 


way “South Pacific,” and includes Don Cornel, ee at 
two other standards, Al Gordon's Hoctor & Byrd, Duke ore 
Dogs and Wells and Four Fays. my Cameron, Irene Coo c. i ol ee 
Of the remainder of bill, four of Gregory Girls 1s), ares s fon 
the five acts are newcomers to House Orch; Traveling Saleswom- 
ocal vaude stages, namely, Mickey an” (Col). 
oes comedien, ex of the Broad- . 
way musical, “Alive and Kicking, On his current repeat a 
who does neatly in his gab and skit ment, Don Cornell is packing | n 
session; Norman Brown, dancing the teenagers for his robust styling 
drummer; DuMarte and Denzer, of “There's No Tomorrow, But 
male twosome offering a Parisian I Can Dream” and “It Isn’t Fair. 
conceit, and Fred and Rae, mixed Producer Murray Little has also 
team, in pantomiming to disklicks. assembled a well-rounded bill — 
All are discussed further under on diversity is tops, and getting 
New Acts. hefty audience response. ; 
Three Juggling Jewels, femmes, This goes or, Lae) agp tetris soe 
provide lively opener with their of Hoctor AA bos ong hago 
slick club and hoop juggling, with robed, in their =e a = 
closing number, wherein they ballet, plus the revive oy —— 
manipulate luminous-treated hoops, interpolations and = Ms - vf o - 
providing a colorful finale. Gals clog pe A tata oe . y - 
make nice appearance and routines versational asides; Duke ore Be 
are worked out well. Brown main-| his comedy -< seam gaa straigh an 
tains pace, in the deuce, with his playing; the Maxel os — vt men vocally and on strings on Curly 
dancing drummer stint, giving way and two girls—in their swift os. Headed Baby” to score a beat, and 
to Fred and Fae for their tune edy-acrobatics and amazing foot- some of the trick stuff on harmon- 
pantomimes. DuMarte and Denzer catches. oar ; __ ica, fiddle, bass and jug the Smoky 
take over for pleasing session in But, on word-of-mouth, Don Cor- Mountain Boys do individually and 
next niche, with Deems’ gagstering nell is the draw for his own sons” collectively gets a big hand, and 
in followup. Al Gordon's Dogs reg- | Styling and personality singing: of deserves it. Sa 
ister laughs via the pooches dis- his disclicks. He also does three- Whole layout, of course, is in a 
obeying trainer’s commands on or-four-bar medleys of imitations cingle key, but general friendliness 
tricks catled for. The obedience-in- of Como, Sinatra, Laine and and alfalfa flavor level off “Grand 
reverse angle makes the act. _ Vaughn Monroe that are uncanny Oje Opry” pleasantly for the spe- 
The Slates, aided by eyefilling carbons, but his voice and person- ¢jalized audience its eye is on. 
Sherry Shadburne, walk off with ality are audience-appealing enough Cohen. 
top honors in next-to-closing. Their to warrant his soon dispensing of | 
incisive satirical impreshes are such impressions. The projection | 
still boff. Miss Shadburne provides of his own personality and robust, | 
glamor, while warbling a ditty, de- vocal gifts can carry him. 
spite continual heckling by the In this neat 70-min. package, the 
brothers. Latter top 





Casings, Toronto 


As a unit, it’s filled with rigid 
sameness, and apparently the rustic 
clans’ would have things no other 
way, judging from the reaction 
when caught. 





these characters, and fit okay in the 
general overall design. 
Package manages to stick with- 
in the microphone format and still 
keep an eye on the sight possibili- 
ties for live audience. Roy Acuff’s 
the head man, and he does the tra- 
ditional m.c. chores and twangs 
over number of songs, some tearful, 
some otherwise, the customers ate 
up. Whitney Ford (Duke of Pa- 
ducah) capitalizes heavily on the 
hick designs and makes them pay 
off, and the nasal yodeling of Helen 
Harris, accompanying herself on 
the guitar, fits right in, too. Brother 
Oswald and Sister Rachel team up 


Palomar. Seattle 
Seattle, April 13. 
Dick Newton, Reyes 





with neat hoofery and garner solid line in mammy costumes for pre- kins House Orch (8), “Captain 
returns. Wells and Four Fays click cision high-kicks, Irene Cooke do- | China (Par). 

: ser with knockabout acro rou- ing the warbling, and Naomi Irwin ; 5 Be a 
Rog the gal quartet giving on for a neat, if anachronistic, | The Palomar show this week 


fells : in the tumbling. Swanee rhumba. For finale, the |Sags a bit, although comic Dick 
Of te Phir gee tg Don Albert's girls later do a pick-and-shovel sub- Newton, a ig rer prec = 
house orch provides expert back-| way building production number ise, and Don Zelaya’s standard ac 
ing for acts, and Dave Bines’ pro- in full-stage, complete with grind- scores well. i " 
duction settings are lavish. |ing bulldozers, excavators, etc. It’s Newton is a young comic who 
dba. (a nice flash, with Jimmy Cameron | ™ixes gags and quips with some 

and Miss Cooke handling a duet | Magic tricks, doing nicely with the 

jand the line back for a dramatic | Chinese rings, aided by a recruit 

Earle, Philly ‘Raymond Scott “Powerhouse” fin-| from the audience. He winds with 
Philadelphia April 14, |ish, with Mimo Ehala in a fine solo | 2 pantomime bit, this igh a 

Billie Holiday, George Shearing Specialty. Whole setup is colorful two fronters, to a Lange ot 
uintet Roger Ray, The Satisfiers, 4nd swiftly-paced, with business Andrews se agi ge ei 
drian & Charlie: Frankie Jule’s ig. McStay. |vVania Polka” for okay returns. 


x71B |Spanish dance team of Reves and 
h; “Great Rupert” (EL).| “ . ; 
Bouse Oren | Apollo, N. Y. 


Johnny Otis Orch (13), Little. 





A tentially great show was | |}ard Spanish dances in neat fashion. 
potentially : . 


material. This | Helen Harris; “Mark of Gorilla” | 


Some of those corny | 
gags the ordinary comic wouldn't | 
ibe caught dead with have a certain 
‘homespunniness in the hands of | 


& Castro, | 
off session Opener is a Dixie setting, with the Don Zelaya, Desi Arnaz, Ray Wat- | 


| Castro handle flamenco and stand- | 





badly marred by the slipshoddy 
erformance of a name act at the 
arle Friday night (14). Billie 
Holiday was the offender, and at 


the show caught the singer was) 
scarcely intelligible. The Earle man- 


agement was incensed at the poor 
showing made by the star, who was 
in the closing spot; and stated cate- 
gorically after the show that the 
singer would never play the house 
again. 

For the sake of the record, “Lady 
Day” tried woefully to sing some 
of her more artistic familiars. such 
as “Crazy, He Calls Me.” “Lover 
Man” and “God Bless the Child.” 
She was away off, however, and 
lost the audience after the first 
number when they began to walk 
out on her. It was doubly unfortu- 
nate for the vocalist, since M-G-M 
records had invited about every 
disk jockey in the area for the last 

how, in order to have them on 

and for a still later reception and 
arty for George Shearing’s Quin- 


.. 

The blind English planist is 
making a terrific impression in his 
local theatre debut. He is extreme- 
ly popular here through his record- 
ings and is given a great reception 
when he comes on and wins laughs 
with his amiably corny musical 

ags. The musicianship of the 

hearing combo is, of course, ac- 


cepted; but it is interesting to note | 


the response it gets in a large 
vauder with such matters as sheer 
technique, the skillful playing of 
the individuals around and against 


each other, and the subtly modu- nately, she hasn’t developed a stage 


Esther, 4 Step Bros., Marco Bros. 
{6), Ralph Cooper, Mel Walker 
Redd Lyte; “Deputy Marshal” 
(SG). 





Combination of new faces and 


old standbys is proving a strong 
b.o. magnet at the Apollo this week 
on the strength of opening night’s 
biz Friday (14). Johnny Otis’ crew, 
a Coast outfit, shows plenty of pep, 
and Little Esther, 14-year-old song- 
stress, has novelty appeal. Vets 
on the layout are the Four Step 
Bros., terp turn, and emcee Ralph 
Cooper. 

With four reed, five brass and 
four rhythm, Otis starts the session 
with a marathon jive number that 
paves the way for the Six Marco 
Bros. Using a couple of teeter- 
boards, the boys execute the stand- 
ard somersaulting and kindred ac- 
robatic feats. Sextet’s competent 
work earned okay returns. 

For a couple of specialties, Otis 
moves his rhythm section plus two 


footlights. Small unit cuts Icose 
with an instrumental piece in the 
boogie vein. Vocalist Redd Lyte 
maintains the hectic pace via a 
| blues number and Otis socks across 
|with a spirited sesh on the skins. 
Crooner Mel Walker contribs more 





blues in a gravel voice for fair re- Ges a 


, Sults. 
In next-to-closing groove is Lit- 


,tle Esther. Gal has achieved some- 


thing of a rep as a blues chanter 
| via recordings and presumablv has 
|a ready-made audience. Unfortu- 


brass and two reed closer to the} 


Don Zelaya mixes in some re- 
strained patter with Tchaikowsky 
and Chopin tunes on the concert 
grand, putting over his 88ing for 
jnice applause. 
| Headliner Desi Arnaz, with his 
own leader, pianist and drummer 
in with the pit band, doesn’t spark 
with his first numbers, “Cuba” and 
“Straw Hat,” but scores with “Cu- 
ban Cabby,” in which he goes into 
the audience for a chorus and the 
familiar “Babalu,” with his bonga 
drum. Seems that the three musi- 
cians would add more to the act if 
on. stage, perhaps in costume, and 
response should be better if Arnaz 
bore down harder on the Cuban 
samba-rhumba angle. Reed. 


| Fox. St. Loo 
; St. Louis, April 15. 
Jimmy Husson, Tommy Port, 
Dick & Dot Remy, Robinson & Mar- 
tin, Buddy & Jean Peterson, Bill 
Finch, Joe Schirmer, Frank Panus 
Orch; “Buccaneer Girl” (U), 


|. At first it was tittering then 
‘heavy yocks, and finally terrif 
palm-pounding for Jimmy Husson, 
comic, doubling as emcee for cur- 
rent layout. Husson, while Frank 
'Panus’ tooters at the teeoff score 
with a Richard Rodgers medley, 
swell chorus of “Blue 
| Moon” and then begins his sly 
chatter introducing the acts and 
kidding the customers. Later, in 
next to closing, Husson whams over 
his impresh of a number of per- 
sonalities, such as 
Clark Gable, Bing Crosby, Winch- 





lated arrangements. Audience fa-| presence as yet, and her voice is| ell, Heatter, Kaltenborn, and final- 


miliarity with Shearing’s numbers 


is obvious from the burst of ap- Misery” particularly were off key. Baby” and interp of Per 


plause which greets the first meas- 
ures of “September in the Rain,” 
even though. it is introduced as 
something else and is also played 
that way. 

Roger Ray provides a welcome 
breather in the musicai fare, al- 
though he purports to be-a vibes 
virtuoso. He tells the audience they 
have a right to hate him, the mo- 
ment the vibraphone is wheeled on, 
and from then on his confidential 


inconsistent. Her tones on “Little 
| Nevertheless, the payees 
| her a warm reception. 

| Four Step Bros., per usual, make 
|for a terrific finale. Their smooth 
challenge hoofing and _ precision 
prancing in unison gain ’em a 
heavy salvo. Comedy slot is par- 
tially held down by Ralph Cooper 
who overdoes it with his sug’estive 


handed 











remarks. House comic, Cree!shot, 
is tossed in for good a. . 
ilb, 


ly, Jolson warbling “Rockaby 
'singing “Temptation.” 
|, Only a step behind Husson for 
\the audience okay are Dick and 
|Dot Remy in their knockout 
/acro stuff. Despite rotundness, Miss 
/Remy uncorks some amazing hand- 
| balancing stuff and he scores sol- 
idly in one-handed balancing dance. 
_ The session opens with Buddy 
and Jean Peterson, youthful roller 
'duo, working on elevated platform 
}at the edge of the apron and pull- 


band attached to a neckband worn 
by the lad is whirled and twisted 
iin midair at a terrif pace for a 
/neat hand. 
Tommy Port, a personable young- 
|ster with swell baritone pipes, gar- 
ners a swell hand for his interp 
of “Dear Hearts and Gentle Peo- 
ple,” “It Isn't Fair,” “Sitting By 
‘the Window” and “Wilhelmina.” 
'In the next slot is Robinson and 


Martin, another pair of young ‘uns 


'who unveil some nifty acro and tap 
‘steps. Gal is a blonde looker and 


fetchingly attired in a gray gown. | 


Bill Finch, an adroit baton twirler, 





Jean Sablon, Tommy Jover with 
Raf, Pat & Julian, Polo Rivels, 
Georgette Plana, 5 Aicardi, May. 
row & June, Jacques Provins & 
Michel Mery, Les Andreu, Regine 


| Reyne. . 





Jean Sablon returned to his na- 


tive Paris with a complete new rep. 


ertory of songs, and succeeded in 
captivating a sophisticated Paris 


first night audience with his stylic 


winds up his routine with two il-| 
‘luminated batons against a black- | 


out for an eyefiller. Jee Schirmer, 
banjoist with the band, gets nice 
reception on “Tea For Two” to 
bring the proceedings to A mag 
ahu. 


Keith's, Syracuse 
Syracuse, April 12. 
The Roulettes (3), Dave & Dot 
Workman, Virginia Lee, Think-a- 
Drink Hoffman, Rex Weber (2), 
Manuel & Marita Viera, Alan Car- 
ney, Yacopi Troupe (7); “Blue 
Grass of Kentucky” (Mono). 





After a two-month layoff, RKO- 
Keith’s has revived vaudeville with 
a streamlined Palace, N. Y., eight- 
acter which was warmly welcomed 
this holiday week. It’s standard 
variety fare with mostly oldtimers 
like Think-a-Drink Hoffman, Comic 
Alan Carney and the peerless Ya- 
copi tumblers spotlighted. 


The Roulettes, expert roller skat- 
ing trio comprising Terry Taylor 
and Bob and Sis Ritz, gets things 
off to a fast start with their whirl- 
ing dervish-like tricks. Dave and 
Dot Workman follow with a novelty 
musical turn, playing tunes off 
edges of glasses and with clever 
bell-ringing choruses. Virginia Lee 
gets some hearty laughs with her 
audience participation stunt in 
| which she recruits a partner (hus- 
band Francis Gilbert) and teaches 
, him acrobatics. 


Suave Hoffman mystifies the cus- 
| tomers by pouring all sorts of fancy 
drinks from the same _ cocktail 
shaker for the usual socko recep- 
tion. Rex Weber, another vet show- 
|man, mixes singing and ventro for 
good results. Manuel and Marita 
and their “society monkeys” liven 

up the show with simian tricks 
which are always surefire. 

Carney’s impersonations of our 

Irish, Italian and Jewish forefa- 
thers in a soap-box oratory skit 
goes over the best of this glib-talk- 
ing funster’s offerings. The Ya- 
copis wind bill with fast acrobatics, 
including the perennial triple 
somersault into a chair which is al- 
ways tops. Biz good. Hayd., 


Orpheum. L. A. 
Los Angeles, April 12. 
Ted Mack’s Original Amateur 


Hour, with Roger Hill, Woodside 
Sisters (3), Harold Urbach, Lee 


mastery of both the romantic bal- 
lad and the rhythmic novelty song, 
his charm, and superb stage pres- 
ence. Despite the handicap of 
presenting a group of songs, of 


which the majority were receiving 


' like 


their premiere performance, with 
no previous test of audience reac- 
tion, Sablon’s performance was 
smooth and perfectly controlled. 

Among those numbers which are 
bound to achieve the success of 
other Sablon-introduced songs. 
“Symphony,” “J’Attendrai.” 
etc., is a romantic tune “Aimer 
Comme Je T’Aime” (“To Love As 
I Love You”), another, a charming 
tribute to the splendors of Paris. 
“Arbres de Paris” (“Trees of 
Paris”), and the gay, delightful, 
“Bouillabaisse,” a rollicking song 
which recounts all the nonsense 
which can accompany the prepara- 
tion of bouillabaisse, the famous 
fish dish of the south of France. 
Sablon, who helped to write the 
number, gave it a buoyant colorful 
interpretation, complete with the 
accent of that part of France. 

The singer's other songs in his 
first half of his program included 
“Chanter Devant Le Public” 
(“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business’), “J’ai Pour de l’Au- 
tomne”’ (“September Song”’), 
“Pourquoi” (“Why”), “Pedro Go- 
mez,” “Lillette,” “Utrillo” and a 
novelty Martinique melody, ‘Pas 
Bon Travailler.” He encored with 
“Bouillabaisse” and “Chanson de 
Paris,” the 1949 French song win- 
ner which Sablon introduced last 
year. Several of the above num- 
bers the singer has recently re- 
corded for Victor. In the second 
half of his program, he presented 
an excellently arranged medley of 
all the songs which have brought 
him fame, and which he has helped 
to popularize, such as “It Might as 
Well Be Spring,’ “Paris, tu n’as 
pas Change,” “Fiacre,” “Sur tLe 
Pont D’Avignon,” “Reverie,” “Je 
Tire Ma Reverence,” “Tout Seul,” 
“These Foolish Things,” “Rum and 
Coca Cola.” . 


Throughout the entire program, 
he receives excellent support from 
Raymond Bernard and his erches- 
tra. 

In line with the Etoile’s policy of 
preceding a big name star with 
about 10 acts of vaudeville, the new 
show presents a variety of acts, in- 
cluding acrobats, the standard bi- 


'cycle routine, comics and jugglers. 


Adams, Carol Brickley, Wee Willie | 


Smith, Ray Austin, Doris Martin, 
Olympia Ba: one & Danny Drayson, 
with Mel Hall, MeFarland & 
Brown, Buster West & Lucille 
Page, Rene Williams House Orch 
(9); “Vicious Years” (FC), 





| Orpheum is mixing in three 
Standard vaude turns with a lineup 


| ville scouts. 


/of amateurs from Ted Mack’s Orig- | 


inal Amateur Hour and the total | 
| offering comes off to good returns. | 
‘Opening show audience like the 
simon-pures as well as the pros and 
the showwise manner in which bill 
was presented. | 
|. Young Wee Willie Smith has| 
ibeen doing his amateur dancing 
| long enough to qualify as a profes- 
sional. His fast offering pleases, 
'as does Ray Austin’s ventro turn. 
_the monope terping of Harold 
Urbach and the songs of Olympia 
Barone. Latter has lots of power. 
and good range, but her stage pres- 
/ence and costuming is completely 
unprofessional. 
‘for Carol Brickley, barnyard imi- 
tator; Doris Martin, trumpet play- 








‘otic dance stint, 


| H ” 
Same can be said | 1dia. 


The outstanding act of all is an 
English one with Sablon discov- 
ered on his recent tour of England. 
Tommy Jover, supported by Raf, 
Pat and Julian is a clever comedian, 
who masterminds a mad conglom- 
eration of musical satire, acrobatic 
dancing, excellent tap routines, and 
just plain oldfashioned comedy. 
It’s an act that might well take 
the attention of American vaude- 
Gard. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, April 14. 
Siccardi & Brenda, Nip Nelson, 
Gali Gali, Edith Fellows & Tommy 


Dix, Louis Basil House Orch: ‘Dear 
Wife” (Par), 





Current bill, unlike usual Chi- 
cago layouts. was booked in for 
only one week, and absence of real 
headliner is showing at b.o. Show 


|is nicely paced and well produced, 
/but weakness lies in individual acts 


themselves, 

Siccardi & Brenda open with ex- 
following Louis 
Basil orch’s overture of “Song of 
Siccardi brandishes whip 
and is dressed in Cossack getup, 
revealing strongly-built physique. 


er, and the three Woodside Sis- Brenda's costume is skimpy. Pair 
ters, vocalists, the other femmes on |9° séries of dances featuring Sic- 


| the bill. 


| cardi’s 


spinning femme around 


__ Roger Hill is the first of the | 2fter threatening her with whip. 
‘males out, getting over with ma- Man seems clumsy, but that might 


‘rimba_ selections. Lee 


Adams, |b€ due to heavy boots he wears 


‘young singer, does okay in selling 2UYing act. Exit to moderate hana. 


,two tunes. Marshalling the ama- | 


Nip Nelson is overlong, a_ bit 


| teurs is Danny Drayson. His emcee-|C°'MY and rather monotonous in 


‘and dance spot even better. 


Fred Allen, ing is good and his own comedy | S@tire and impressions of radio per- 
He formers and programs. Opens with 


‘scored in fine fashion at show |i™Pression of Clyde McCoy play- 


| caught. 


around stage on all sizes of wheels, 
/winding up with a shoulder stand 


ing “Sugar Blues” and Harmoni- 
ry Como, Opening the bill is Mel Hall an pode “Peg O’ My Heart,” then 
Is pro unic . ips | . 

P yere turn. Hall Whips | James Stewart imitations. Follows 


into Louella Parsons and 


with takeoff on radio commercials, 


|atop a high unicycle that thrills, | Which though corny and rather 


| McFarland & Brown are slap-happy | Punt, get good reception. 


Imita- 


idancing comedians that. provide a| tions of Frankie Laine and Burl 


| bright six minutes midway. Best. 


\fs McFarland’s ape imitating and|™&" mimicry _ is 


\ives are weak, but President Tru- 


well - received. 


_limber-legged terping. Buster West After a rather long and sometimes 
| & Lucille Page close the show with |CoMfusing takeoff on “Inner Sanc- 
routines that feature similar loose-|¥™,” he closes solidly with Spike 


llimbed stepping. Brog. ~| 


(Continued on page 61) . 
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‘Salesman’ Selling Ducats Now Via 


‘Personalized Mail-Phone Service 


“Personalized” direct mail and+ 


telephone service is being used | 
by the management of “Death of 
a Salesman” to reach _ potential 
playgoers in the greater New York 
area. That is one of several novel 
ideas recently suggested for hypo- 
ing ticket sales for Broadway 
shows. Others include sale of 
tickets through bookstores and a 
telephone service for handling 
ticket orders. 

Mailings being sent out by Ker- 
mit Bloomgarden, eo-producer of 
“Salesman,” contain a chart of | 
ticket availabilities at forthcoming 
performances, with an order blank 
containing the applicant’s phone 
number. Addressed, stamped re- | 
turn envelopes are enclosed. There 
is also a notation that members of 
the producer’s staff will phone the 
applicant to make adjustments if 
the desired seats are available. 

Sample mailings are being sent 
to selected groups within the 
greater New York area. As Bloom- 
garden explains in the enclosed 
folder about the play, the audi-| 
ences for “Salesman” in New York | 
thus far have totaled about 405,000, 
leaving an estimated 12,686,000 po- 








distance of Broadway. If even a 
tiny fraction of this public could | 
be attracted to the Arthur Miller 
drama, it would extend the run by 
considerably more than a year. 
Bloomgarden’s idea of selling 
tickets through bookstores in Man- 
hattan and nearby communities | 
has been. stymied, temporarily at 
least, by the New York City com- | 
missioner of licenses, Edward A. | 
McCaffery, who ruled that each | 
such outlet would have to be li-| 
censed. That would involve pro- 
(Continued on page 58) | 


US. Cities Must Develop 
Own Theatrical Setups, 
Sez Margaret Webster 


Detroit, April 18. 
American cities must develop 
their own acting companies, hire 
their own directors and build their 
own playhouses, in the opinion of 


tential patrons within ‘Eom 





Marget Webster, whose Shake- 
spearean repertory company was 
at the Shubert last week. 

“A Municipal theatre should, 


above all, be professional,” Miss 
Webster said. “The young people, 
whose hearts are in it, must be 
able to earn their livelihoods in it. 
The theatre fust be their profes- 
sion, not their avocation. 

“There is something about get- 


ting out on a stage and, by the’ 


strength of your ~ performance, 
making the public buy the tickets 
on which your living depends. That 
factor can’t be duplicated by any 
amateur activity, however, admir- 
able.” 

Miss Webster said American 
cities have been “too long de- 
pendent” on what New York sends 
them in the way of legit produc- 
tions. She also lamented the de- 
cline of the theatrical read and the 
apathy which Detroit showed 
toward her productions of “Julius 
Caesar” and “The Taming of the 
Shrew.” 


Arnold Back to London 
After U.S. Talent Hunt 


After a short visit to scout Amer- 
ican shows and talent, British pro- 
ducer Tom Arnold sails Saturday 
(22) for London. He interrupted 
his New York stay to go by plane 
Monday (17) to Nova Scotia, re- 
turning yesterday (Tues.). 

Besides seeing the Broadway 
shows for possible presentation in 
London, the producer is looking 
for acts for his circus in England. 
Chiefly active in legit as a pre- 
senter of pantomimes, touring 
plays and the circus, Arnold also 
has a professional ice hockey team 
and, in partnership with Emile Lit- 
tler, manages four legit theatres. 


Londoners Slated 








| includes 





‘Policeman’s Lot’ Set At 
$30,000; Bows in Cleve. 


“Policeman’s Lot,” the Saul 
Heller-Robert Milford production 
of Philip Goodman’s posthumous 
farce, to star Bert Wheeler, is 
budgeted~at $30,000. The play, a 
four-setter 
drop) requiring a cast of 10, is be- 
ing staged by Eddie McHugh. The 
scenery is being built 
land, 

Comedy opens May 8 at the 


| Hanna, Cleveland; then goes to the 


Cass, Detroit, for two weeks be- 


ginning May 14, with a possible 


Broadway presentation to follow. 
The cast, in addition to Wheeler, 
Effie Afton, Gertrude 
Beach, James Little and Harry 
Kadison. 


Evans as Gabber 


Sans Devil Tour 


Maurice Evans may make a num- 
ber of lecture appearances next 
fall and winter, provided the cur- 
rent revival of “Devil’s Disciple,” 
in which he’s co-starred, does not 
go on tour. His lecture agent has 
'a number of available bookings. 
| The actor is looking for a new play 
in which he’d appear under his 
own management, but has found 
nothing he likes. Whatever else he 
does, he’s committed to supervise 
another series of legit presenta- 
tions next season at the N. Y. City 
Center. 


Because of the heavy operating 





| cost of the production, as well as | 


, the necessity of retaining an all- 
star cast, the Richard Aldrich- 
Richard Myers revival of “Disciple” 


would probably limit a tour to only 
a few larger cities, and may not go | 
The show is | 


on the road at all. 
figured likely to complete the cur- 
rent season, and may run at least 
partly through the summer. Mean- 
while, Evans is commuting between 
Broadway and-North Salem, N. Y., 
where he’s doing spring planting 
on his farm. 


‘CTP TO SIT IN ON TALKS 





RE EQUITY, LEAGUE PACT 


The Committee of Theatrical 


a new minimum basic contract be- 
tween Actors Equity and_ the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. Mean- 
while, spokesmen for the CTP and 
the union will meet.again tomor- 
row (Thurs.) to continue discussion 
of the managerial group’s pro- 
/posals for reducing production 
‘tryout costs. 


| CTP participation in the Equity- 


League negotiations will probably 
be informal, since one of the 
League negotiators can also be a 
|CTP member and represent the 
latter organization. Various CTP 
|ideas, which may be proposed for 
inclusion in the new actor con- 
tract, are being formulated by a 
committee of general and com- 
/pany managers, headed by Morris 
Jacobs. Simultaneously, an Equity 


committee is also sifting sugges- | 


tions from the union membership, 
for possible inclusion in the new 
| pact. 

Regarding the CTP proposals 
for cutting tryout costs, there’s 


figured to be little chance of final | 


laction at tomorrow’s meeting with 
Equity. The union has thus far 
declined to approve the managerial 
program, but has suggested a 
\“broader approach” to the prob- 
lem in the form of some sort of 
assurances that union modifica- 
tions would bring about an in- 
'erease in production, or possibly a 
|plan for organization of audiences 


(including one simple | 


in Cileve- | 


| ‘Li? Rooster’ Goes English 


For Montreal Production 


Montreal, April 18. 

Gratien (Fridolin) Gelinas, 
whose play “Ti-Cog”’ (“Lil’ 
Rooster’) set a Canadian record 
in 1948 with 215 performances, 
, has announced the opening of the 
| English version, to take place at 
the Gesu theatre May 15. 

Final casting isn’t yet definite, 
but most of the original cast will 
handle the English script, with 
| Fridolin in the lead. Rehearsals 
started last Saturday (15). 








‘Hepburn Plans to Tour 
In ‘Like It,’ With Other 


Principals Set to Stay 


Katharine Hepburn, closing June 
17 in the Theatre Guild revival of 
“As You Like It,” 
iN. Y., will tour in the play next 
season, possibly after a short re- 
turn engagement on Broadway. All 
the other principal members of 
the company have also agreed to 
stay with the show next season. 
| The.production, which cost ap- 
| proximately $100,000 thus far, made 


| 
| 


an operating profit of nearly $50,000 
in its 12-week Broadway run. With 
grosses averaging around $23,000- 
$24,000 in recent weeks, the pre- 
sentation has been netting in the 
neighborhood of $4,500-$5,000. It 


has a straight 25% rental deal for 


the theatre. 

The Guild’s production schedule 
for next season now includes “The 
Lady’s Not for Burning,” Christo- 
pher Fry’s London hit, to be pre- 
sented in association with John C.. 
Wilson and H. M. Tennent, Ltd. 
(Hugh Beaumont), with John Giel- 


gud and Pamela Brown in their 
original leading roles; “Hilda 
Crane,” by Samson Raphaelson, 


with Margaret Sullavan starred and | 


Peter Glenville directing and 
“Treasure Hunt,’ London success 
by M. J. Farrell arid John Perry, 


with Dame Sybil Thorndike starred. | 


One other show is required to com- 
plete the season’s slate. 


Tce’ Closes With $175,000 Profit; 
‘Peacock’ Fast Flop, 756 in Red 


a’ 





Rathbone to Tour Barn 
Circuit in ‘Winslow 


Pending the start of rehearsals 
in “The Giaconda Smile,” 
Rathbone will make a number of 
strawhat appearances in “The 
Winslow Boy.” The star will play 
Sir Robert Morton, the barrister, 


, 





at the Cort, | 


in the Terence Rattigan drama. 
| His first booking is the week of 
May 8 at Hartford, with the week 
of May 29 at Ann Arbor alse set 
and the summer season opening at 
the Newport Casino a possibility. 

“Giaconda,” slated to start re- 
hearsals in mid-August, will be 
| presented and staged by Shepard 
Traube. The Aldous Huxley mel- 
ler was a London hit last season. 


Backers Showcase 
Production Plan 


A new setup for the financing 
and production of Broadway plays 
is being submitted to potential in- 
vestors by Morry Efron, legit com- 
| pany manager. The project, called 
| Backers’ Showcase, would involve 
limited - budget presentation of 
scripts before an invited audience 
of prospective investors, who could 
share in the contemplated produc- 
tions in units of $100. 

A production board to select 
scripts for “audition” would in- 
clude John Shubert, Edward Dur- 
yea Dowling, Coby Ruskin, Man- 
ning Gurian, Frederick Fox, Gloria 
Safier and Efron. Backers in each 
production would receive the regu- 





Basil | 


| lar 50°% of the profits of the show, 


OLSEN BREAKS LEG; und an option 19 invest in eubee- 
MARTY MAY IN ‘PAREE’ 


San Diego, April 18. 
Olsen and Johnson’s “Tsk, Tsk, 
Tsk Paree”’ broke in on schedule 





bankroll of $50,000 is 
next Oct. 1, the entire amount sub- 
scribed at that time will be re- 
turned to the investors, the pros- 
pectus states. 


last night (17) at the Russ Audi- The plan is designed to elimi- 
torium here—but Ole Olsen was mate costly out-of-town tryouts, | 
since the initial low-budget pres- 


on the sidelines nursing a broken 
leg. 

Comic suffered a fractured right 
leg Thursday (13) morning when 
driving here from Hollywood for 
the tryout. He was in a car driven | 
by cast member Genevieve Casey, 


|entation would presumably indi- 
cate the quality of the script. It’s 
proposed to run each “audition” 
presentation a week. 





quent ventures. Unless the desired | 
raised by | 


Producers will probably be repre- | 
sented this year in negotiations for | 


/on a subscription basis. 





London, April 11. 
Valerie Taylor and George | Secunda’s New Musical 

Relph, currently in Sir Laurence; Sholom Secunda, composer and 
Olivier’s production of Christopher | conductor, has been set by come- 
Fry’s “Venus Observed,” at the St. dian Leo Fuchs and actor Edmund 
James's, will probably leave the Zayenda to write the music and 
cast to take leading parts in “The lyrics for their new Yiddish musi- 
Giaconda Smile’ on Broadway cal, in which they will star and 
next fall. | make their initial bow as producers 


However, no date has been set in October at the Public theatre, 
for their withdrawal. 


iN. ¥., in the fall. 


who dozed at the wheel. 
went off the road and overturned. 
| She suffered only scatches. 

Marty May has taken over Ol- 
sen’s spot for the breakin here and 
' for one-nighters in San Bernardino 
and Pasadena, but it is hoped that 
| Olsen will be able to make some 
‘kind of stage appearance when 
show starts 
| Angeles Biltmore Sunday (23). 





| Irene Selznick Sails 
To Europe on ‘Streetcar 


Irene M. Selznick, who sailed 
| Thursday night (13) on the Queen 
Elizabeth, is due back on the same 
ship May 15 in time to sit in on 
rehearsals of the “Streetcar Named 
Desire” troupe, headed by Uta 
Hagen and Anthony Quinn, which 
will play a return engagement at 
the N. Y. City Center, opening May 
23. The producer will leave June 
14 for the Coast, where she’ll re- 
main over the summer. She in- 
tends returning east about Sept. 1 


bd 


and starting rehearsals soon after-| 


ward of her production of John 
van Druten’s “Bell, Book and Can- 
dle,”” under the author’s direction, 
and with Lili Palmer starred. 

Besides seeing the shows in Lon- 
don and making a quick trip to 
Paris to see the French edition of 
, “Streetcar,” starring Arletty, Mrs. 
Selznick will confer with Hugh 
Beaumont, head of Tennent Pro- 
ductions, about a possible replace- 
ment for Vivien Leigh, who wants 
to withdraw from the leading part 
of the West End production of the 
play. Also to be decided is the 
question of a second company of 
the Tennessee Williams drama to 
tour the British provinces. 





Lynn Sherman, who played the 
title role in the Coast production of 
“The Respectful Prostitute” at Las 


Palmas last year, inked for a spot, 


in “The Uninvited Guest,” which 
preems April 19 at the Coronet, 
| Hollywood 


The car | 


its run at the Los, 


RAT RACE’ ANGELS GET 
236 OF 1006 BACKING 


Backers of Leland Hayward’s re- 
cent production of “Rat Race” 
have received a return of $23,000 
on the $100,000. In case of a film 
sale there will be additional pay- 
ments. 

{| Daniel Mann, who was replaced 
| by author Garson Kanin during re- 


' 
] 


_hearsals, has been paid $2,000 in | 


settlement of his contract. That 
is in addition to $500 he received 
before the show went into re- 
hearsal. 


‘Borscht-Capades’ Exits 
| Chi, Resumes in Fall 


Chicago, April 18. 
Bilingual revue, ‘“Borscht-Ca- 

pades,”’ which has been grossing 

over $20,000 weekly at the Black- 





reportedly because Mickey Katz, 
star of the revue, is overworked. 


J. J. Shubert was in town last week 
trying to get Katz and Hy Zeiger, 
producer,*to bring the show into 
New York, and the United Booking 
Office has been trying to get the 
revue into Detroit, Cleveland and 
other midwest locations. Show has 
a break-even mark of about $10,000. 


Last fall, when Zeiger brought 
the revue into the city, the only 
theatre he could get was the Eighth 
' Street, used mainly to house radio 
barn dances and such. The Shu- 
berts booked the show into the 
Blackstone as a stopgap for several 
| weeks, with “Lend an Ear” tenta- 
tively inked in, which was switched 
to the Great Northern. 

Katz believes that breaking up 
the show now and bringing it back 
in the fall will create a new audi- 
ence, and will garner a better Man- 
i hattan reception then, too. 


stone, is shuttering Sunday (23), | 


+ Future policy for the Center the- 


‘atre, N. Y., will be decided by May 
(15 and possibly within the next 
/ week or so. House staff, which has 


| 


| worked on the series of ice shows, 
\has been asked by the manage- 


;ment to stand by for a few days, 
|pending a decision. Impression 
|around Rockefeller Center is that 
ithe skating productions will not be 
|continued next season, but there’s 
'no clear indication one way or the 
other by the management, which 
is considering various propositions 
from different sources regarding 
the type of entertainment. to be 
offered in the huge house. Mean- 
while, Ballet Theatre opens a short 
engagement there Sunday (23), 
followed by the annual San Carlo 
Opera stand. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” which 
closed Saturday night (15) after 
430 performances, is estimated to 
have made a profit of $175,000 on 
the season. The show, a revised 
edition of the previous year’s 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” is understood to 
have cost about $50,000. The orig- 
inal “Howdy” cost around $250,000 
and paid a profit of approximately 
$200,000. Over the 10-year period 
that the skating shows have been 
a fixture at the Center, production 
costs have gradually risen, while 
attendance and profits have stead- 
ily dwindled. All the shows have 
been presented by Sonja Henie and 
Arthur Wirtz, under a sharing ar- 
rangement with the Rockefellers, 

Last weck’s other closing was 
“Cry of the Peacock,” which col- 
lapsed Wednesday afternoon (12) 
after two performances at the 
Mansfield, N. Y. The James Colli- 
gan-Don Medford presentation of 
Cecil Robson’s adaptation from the 
French of Jean Anouilh was 
financed at $65,000, but had in- 
volved a cost of $75,000 or more 
by the time it reached Broadway. 
The venture is believed to have 
been a total loss. 





‘Happy Time’ Pays Back; 
‘Pacific’ in Another 1006 
For $300,060 Profit 


Return of $50,000, the balance of 
the investment on “Happy Time” 
was returned to the backers last 
week by co-producers’ Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 
II. The Samuel Taylor dramatiza- 
tion of Robert Fontaine's book ecur- 
rently in its 13th week at the Plym- 
outh, N. Y., has earned an operating 
profit of about $79,000 thus far, 
The production, financed at $100,- 
000, actually cost $37.800 to bring 
in, exclusive of bonds. Show has 
recently been grossing an average 
of around $27,500 and, at a break- 
even point of approximately $14,- 
500, has been netting about $7.000 
a week. 


The other Rodgers - Hammer- 
stein show, “South Pacific,” dis- 
tributed another $100,000 dividend, 
bringing the profits paid to the 
backers thus far to $300,000 on the 
$225,000 investment. The latest 
payment was the first in several 
|; months, as the earnings from the 
Broadway production of the musi- 
cal were being used to finance the 
touring edition, opening Monday 
(24) in Cleveland. The original 
company, which has grossed over 
$50,600 a week since it opened 
more than a year ago, nets about 
$10,000. 


‘Arms & Girl’ Earns 35-406 
During 11-Week N.Y. Run 


“Arms and the Girl,” the Thea- 
tre Guild-Anthony Brady Farrell 
musical, has earned an operating 
profit of approximately $35,000- 
$40,000 during its 1l-week run at 
the 46th Street, N. Y. The pro- 
duction budgeted at $200,000, in- 
volved a preliminary cost of about 
$165,000, plus an $18,500 tryout 
loss, and subsequent production 
costs of around $25,000. 

The musica! edition of “Pursuit 
of Happiness” has been grossing 
an average of .about $36,000- 
$37,000 and netting in the neigh- 
borhood of $4,000-$5,000 in recent 
weeks. Its heavy theatre party 
bookings will be used up during 
the second week in May, after 
which it has some Show of the 
i Month Club subscription business. 
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‘Salesman’ 


96 . 9 d Pj Sa ; | 
Kate, ‘Annie’ Head Pitt Season; ot ON sono, arm 
“Rosalinda” is tentatively dated 
chats Get Te Oe, William Mullaney will direct. Rob- 16 and “Figaro” is expected April 
at Pitt Stadium, has been shifted playhouse in Westboro. Other 
tirety to tee off the 1950 series | Indpls. 4-Week Season 
10 shows, with windup set now for opera here was assured this week Reversing Onetime Trend 
venture had tried to land the Na- guarantee for cooperative Star- and summer, continues to point up 
was unsuccessful, they immediate- except Equity members, gamble on flooded with foreign talent. Pianist 
musical was winding up in Chi- Violinist 
brought to bear upon the pro- 1949 season was started late and (six-month tour. Contralto Marian 
booking, on the basis that it would Under Stars” series at Butler Bowl |May 24, before starting a South 
fall. Terms for the under-the- operating costs at that site even |for the Pablo Casals Bach Festival 
Announcement in the dailies started by Charles Hedley and Mel | with the Stockholm Opera in May. 
first pick of locations, immediately | Eye Operettas for Chi |harmonic’s Dimitri Mitropoulos is 
Assn. business office, and the en-| probably have a series of Shubert | cluding the Florence Festival. The 
Sale. | sions. navia this summer. Bruno Walter 
Hartford, April 18. details here, and the go-ahead The St. Louis Symphony’s Vladi- 
river East Hartford last night Bordeaux. The Cleveland Orches- 
Churchill in “Philadelphia Story.” Centianed tees dene 0 ready in Italy, with conducting as- 
last February after an abortive! municipal officials have indicated | July. 
stock company at Princeton, N. J.,| mit the sale of tickets at regular|Engene List and _ violinist-wife 


LEGITIMATE 
’ 
Ft. Worth ’50-51 Opera 
| “Rosalinda,” “Tosca” and “The 
® | Marriage of Figaro,” all in English, 
y Wi foc will comprise the Fort Worth Civic 
O) a or eopens Opera’s 1950-51 season. 
i _ |ver, ex-film actress, and Richard Nov. 29 and Dec. 1. “Tosca” prob- 
A Deems again will be leads and | ably will be presented Feb. 14 and 
was-to have opened the fifth sea- inger is thé producer. : 
S00 62 the SuRAmeeS See eer itter ote ‘vill be a new summer ¢ and 6. 
instead to the closing spot, with | * : xpected in Boyl- 
the signing of the Chicago com-| prem Mane A gua | US. Concert Talent Due To 
pany of “Kiss Me, Kate” in its en- | | 
1950 series | Rush Abroad Wholesale, 
week of June 12. Series this year Indianapolis, April 
has been increased from nine to Four-week season of summer 
Aug. 19. when Indianapolis Theatre Assn. Strong invasion of Europe _by 
Directors of the local al fresco agreed to underwrite 50% wage U. S. concert artists this spring 
tional company of “South Pacific’ 7; 014 musicals at state fairgrounds. the switch in music emphasis from 
for the launching, but when this “"\:,:¢ Starlight Musical workers, | pre-war days, when America was 
ly went into action on “Kiss Me.|) office receipts for their full Artur Rubinstein sailed Thursday 
Kate” upon discovering that the wages. Last year they got /-— (13) for twe mantis at concertiz- 
: 25c on the dollar, but unions de- ing on e continent. 
eT cane eg rection mew’ cided to give it another try since | Erica Morini sailed same day for a 
: : had no organized backing. Anderson goes to Europe in May 
ducers by the United Booking Of- " ; a » nels 
Seo oe stop the Pittsburgh outdoor Theatre Assn. produced “Stars for a month, opening i 
Sor ae es -<j. in 1947 and 1948, but remained | American tour this summer. Vio- 
tage oe yo “emer ix the inactive last year because of high | linist Isaac Stern will be a soloist 
gas ee . ._ though it still had kitty of about | at Prades, France, and contralto 
sn: yy pale ween S60 2s $25,000. Starlight Musicals were Blanche Thebom is guest artist 
about the “Kate” booking, and that Ross with union help to fill breach.| Even the maestros are rushing 
season ticket buyers would get, |abroad wholesale. The N. Y. Phil- 
brought a rush of orders and in- Chicago, April 18. flying to Italy May 1 to conduct in 
quiries to the Civic Light Opera Chicago Lake Front Fair will | five cities in May and June, in- 
gagement is expected to carry 4) operettas this summer, possibly Philadelphia Orchestra’s Eugene 
lot of weight in the early advance | ynder tent. They would be tab ver- |Ormandy will baton in Scandi- 
J. J. Shubert huddled with | flies to Switzerland in August, to 
East Hartford Reopens 'Crosby Kelley last week over conduct at Lausanne and Salzburg. 
Shuttered for nearly two months, | looks promising. |mir Golschmann flew Friday (14) 
the Astor theatre in across-the- to France to conduct in Paris and 
(Mon.) reopened for stock presen- | tra’s George Szell flies to London 
tations. On the boards was Sarah May 26. Leonard Bernstein is al- 
House had been under operation of | {signments to follow in Israel in 
Harold J. Kennedy when it folded | hibitive expense. However, other May and June, and in Holland in 
winter. that free permits might be issued| Pianist -William CKapell tours 
Kennedy, operator of a summer | by the License Department to per- | Scandinavia in September. Pianist 
had been producer of shows at the | boxoffice prices. 
Astor, doubling at acting and di- | Bloomgarden 


and Louis Lotito,| June 10. 
in on a deal with a syndicate of | plan to ask McCaffery to grant} of 


concerts. 
East Hartford businessmen wh0| sych franchises. 


| Zolotow’s curiosity about other people’s mail. 


On that basis,| Carroll Glenn are off to Europe. 


: Pianist Rudolf Serkin | 
rection. This trip, however, he is | president of City Playhouses, Inc., | flies to Europe April 24 for a series | 


Soprano Dorothy | 


Wednesday, April 19, 1950 


e ° : 
Inside Stufl—Legit 

' Sam Zolotow, drama reporter of the N. Y. Times, is the subject of 
an enlightening and amusing portrait by Brooks Atkinson, the paper's 
_ critic, in the current issue of the sheet’s house organ, Times Talk. The 
‘affectionately kidding-on-the-level piece notes how Zolotow was a chief 
|pharmacist’s mate in the Navy during World War I and adds, “Today 
he is the chief medical consultant for the drama department. He pre- 
scribes for everybody with overwhelming gusto.” 
|. The critic continues, “He is good-hearted, high-spirited and fabu- 
| lously able. The impossible he does today; the prodigious he will do 
|tomorrow. Work is not so much his avocation as his passion; and as 
the broken typewriters are carted away from the office and the number 
of telephones increase: and the files expand, sometimes I wonder 
| whether the rest of the paper has much of a future.” 

| Atkinson tells the story of how producer Max Gordon, badgered by 
Zolotow’s relentless questioning, finally pleaded over the telephone, 
“Sam, don’t look at me that way!” He also reveals how Zolotow opens 
_all the drama department mail, even personal letters to other members 
of the staff, on Sundays, when he is on sole duty in the office. In 
a plot to trap the reporter, it was arranged for John Byram, of Para- 
mount, and Sidney Phillips, of Metro, to send Atkinson letters marked 
“Personal,” to be delivered with the regular Sunday mail. Inside, 
there were messages saying, “Sam, what do you mean by opening At- 
kinson’s personal mail?” 

When he arrived at the office, Atkinson reports, all the rest of the 
mail was opened, but those two letters were still sealed. After a few 
weeks, the scheme was repeated, but again the two letters were the 
only ones unopened. The critic conclfides, “Since John and Sidney 
have never violated the conspiracy and since I have never dared men- 
tion it to Sam, I am still wondering how he foxed us. I wish Sant 
would tell me. It has been preying on my mind for two years.” 

According to Atkinson, the publication of his article hasn’t lessened 
“When I came to the 
office today.” the critic reported Monday (17), “Sam had opened my 
letters, including one containing a check for $24. However, he didn’t 
cash the check.” 


| 





London reviews of “Detective Story” and “Platinum Set” contained 
some curious references to the American theatre. Obviously because 
both plays are of U. S. authorship, the former by Sidney Kingsley and 
the latter by Reginald Denham and Mary Orr, several of the notices 
were somewhat belittling in tone. Most striking in that direction was 
the review by Beverley Baxton, Member of Parliament, and critic of 
Beaverbrook’s Evening Standard. As a politician, the reviewer was 
possibly ¢xpressing a popular view when he wrote, “ ‘Detective Story’ 
is yet another version of ‘Les Miserables,’ which is the favorite theme 
of the rich and happy United States. What the normal, decent Amer- 
ican likes to see on the stage is a sex-crazed hillbilly, a sadistical 
truck driver, a drink-sodden prostitute and a multiple murderer. He 
feels that these people are all part of the American scene and are en- 
titled to their place in the nation’s esteem.” 





Biggest hit in years at the Pittsburgh Playhouse has been the Samuel 
Spewack comedy, “Three Blind Mice.” Productions at the community 
theatre normally run four weeks. This one has had to be extended to 
five and even so the demand for seats can’t be met. Unable to extend 
the run any longer because of the rigid schedule for the season, the 
Playhouse has scheduled an extra performance May 1 at an outside 
auditorium, that of the Frick School, in order to accommodate part of 
the overflow. Curiously enough, it was at the Frick School that the 
Playhouse first put on its shows more than 15-years ago, before the 
venture got its own theatre. 


Legit Bits 











have put up cash for a tryout! The setup. would call for allot- 
period. ments of limited numbers of seats 
House seats 497. Format of oper-|to shows at City Playhouses thea- 
ation is to back up a visiting celeb- tres (or any other managements 
rity with a local resident company. | that might want to participate on a 
cooperative basis) for sale by the 
White Barn Bows Earlier bookstores at boxoffice prices. The 
Pittsburgh, April 18. management would allow a com- 

Local strawhat season at White | mission to the stores. Entire proj- 
Barn theatre, operated by actors | ect is figured likely to boost ticket 
Clay Flagg and Carl Low, will get | sales, particularly among groups 
underway this year earlier than that now rarely patronize legit. 
usual. Teeoff has been set for The local bookstore setup, espe- 
June 10, just twe days before the | ojany in other boroughs and outly- 
summer opera series is launched ing communities, should greatly 


at Pitt Stadium, lace and Low, | simplify ticket buying, it's believed. 





who will be in their third stretch | It seems possible that in many 


at the White Barn, which is lo-|¢4S€s, regular bookstore customers 


|Maynor is already in Europe, sing- 
|ing in Italy, France, Holland and 
/Seandinavia until June. Violinist 
|Ossy Renardy is also abroad, to 
jtour the continent all summer. 
| Pianist Robert Casadesus left for 
| Europe a week ago. 


Others slated for European con- 
cert appearances include Martha 
Lipton, William Primrose, Eugene 
Istomin, Pierette Alarie, Jean 
Watson, Donald Dame, 
Odnoposoff and Edmund Kurtz. 


Some are heading or have al- 
ready left for other climes. Violin- 
ist Jascha Heifetz has left for 
Israel, and fiddler Yehudi Menu- 





hin is there already. Baritone Igor | 


cated near Irwin, Pa., about 17| could order tickets by phone and|Gorin heads for Hawaii, for at 


miles from the Golden Triangle. 

So far, already, indicating the| Then central phone office to 
quick click of White Barn, pro-| handle phone orders was suggested 
ducers have had more than 100 ap-| to Lotito several weeks ago by 


plications from would-be appren-| David Lowe, producer of the re-|ist Sigi 


tices. A year ago this time they | cent Broadway presentation, “The 

had only nine. They can accom-| Enchanted.” 

modate just two. number of people who phoned the 

Lyceum boxoffice to try to reserve 

290G Advance, St. L. seats for his production, Lowe con- 

St. Louis, April 18. ceived the idea of having a central 

The advance sale of season | switchboard with a permanent staff 
ducats for the forthcoming sum-|to handle such business. 

mer of al fresco entertainment in 





Assn., has passed the $290,000/|lieves applicants for these seats 
mark, and last season’s all-time | might be sent to lesser draws. Since 
high of $300,000 before the teeoff | telphoned orders would not be held 
is expected to be passed. 

The season opens June 8 with! would result, 


he says. Lotito, 


maintain charge accounts for them. | least four concerts. 


Having noted the | 


He concedes that few tickets for 
the Forest Park playhouse, spon-|the top hits would be available 
sored by the Municipal Theatre| through such a channel, but be- 


more than 24 hours, no loss of sales 


Harpist Mil- 
dred Dilling leaves in mid-May for 


_a Caribbean tour. Pianist Gyorgy | 


Sandor flies to Australia, and pian- 
Weissenberg sails for 
Israel. 


| There seems to be gold abroad 
|to draw the talent, war clouds, 
‘blocked currency and travel hard- 
' ships notwithstanding. 





| Ottawa Rep. Theatre 
Clicks on Steady Basis 


Montreal, April 18. 
| With the possibilities for touring 
'Broadway shows limited to a few 
_Canadian cities because of the lack 
of legit houses, the Canadian Rep- 
‘ertory Theatre in Ottawa, with lim- 


an 1l-night stand of “Brigadoon.” | pointing out that any such setup /ited facilities but plenty of back- 





Palmerton’s Two Are Set 


Worcester, April 18. ‘ 
Playhouse here will vot its | N.Y. ‘Theatres and/or the Commit- 
eighth season of surmmer stock| tee of Theatrical Producers. 


May 19, producer Guy Palmerton 
CHAMBER ORCH PIONEER 


way theatres, plans eto 





announces. Frank Lyon and Hud- 
son Faussett again will direct. 
gg ag gl arta gee nes of the first chamber orchestras in 
cals under canvas on the city’s out-| America, in 1924, is coming back 
skirts. be the concert field after a long 
His Lake Whalom Playhouse, | @bsence. 
outside Fitchburg, 25 miles away,| He'll preem a new chamber orch 
will open its 17th season June 19. | of 34 players in N. Y. next month, 
Red Barn, Westboro, will open | with a concert at Town Hall May 2. 
May 16 with “Burlesque,” with 
Iggie Wolfington and Ruth White| ..Harry Murdock, drama critic of 
in for this play only, George the Philadelphia Inquirer this sea- 
Hutchinson will direct. |son in Edwin H. Schloss’ absence, 
Lakeside, outside Putnam, Conn., will do publicity for the Philly 
starts its second summer May 23 Robin Hood Dell concerts this 
with “Angel Street.” Lynne Car- summer, 








should properly include all Broad- | ing, has succeeded in establishing 
submit itself as a professional group run- 


Lowe’s proposal to the League of ning on a week-to-week basis. Since | Los Angeles Civic Light Opera | 


‘its start in October, 1949, it has 
| offered 26 plays varying from “The 


Ricardo | 


The George S. 


don some time in May for a vaca- 


_tion and to see the shows. They 
|hope to find a West End hit for 
|presentation on Broadway next 
,season with Kaufman directing 
|'and Miss McGrath as lead .. . 
Program for the Elsa Shelley 
|drama, “With a Silk Thread,” lists 
Claire Luce as “starring” in the 
Irving Kaye Davis, production, al- 
though her name appears below 
the play’s title . . . Richard Al- 
drich, Richard Myers and Julius 
Fleischmann have optioned Elaine 
Carrington’s “Mine Was One 
Voice” for production next season. 


Paul Beisman, manager of the 
American, St. Louis; Saul Kaplan, 
of the Colonial, Boston, and 
| Peter Ermatinger, of the Biltmore, 
|Los Angeles, have been added to 
the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers committee 
|preparing a national public rela- 
tions program for submission to 
the League of N.Y. Theatres... 
The union has also named Ben 
Boyar, Victor Samrock, Harold 
Goldberg, John Shubert, Samuel 
J. Friedman, Dave Tebet, Hal 
Olver, William Shirley, Ben 
Chasin and Leo Libkin as a com- 
mittee .on unemployment . 
Harry Shapiro is manager and 
Phil Bloom p.a. for “Phoenix Too 
Frequent” and “Freight” .. . 
James Hughes is pressagent and 
Emmett Callahan manager of “‘Sil- 
;ver Whistle” ...Al Goldin is 


| Manager of “Peter Pan.” 








Kaufmans | 
(Leueen McGrath) will go to Lon-| 


(Tues.) ... Alfred Harding, of the 
Actors Equity staff, has been ap- 


| pointed a member of the Minimum 


| 
| 
| 





} 


| 


| 
| 


| Miller, not 


| Eleanor Pinkham is manager | 


|... Bill Tisdale, who recently 
| withdrew as company manager of 


/and Hal Weiner pressagent for the | 


Heiress” to “Personal Appearance,” | “‘That Lady” because of ill health, | 


and opened Monday (10) with the 


Max Jacob, who organized one | first stock presentation in Canada| Mike Goldreyer has 


|of “Harvey.” 


England and the U. S., company 
‘has 20 on its fulltime payroll, in- 
| cluding two co-directors, a business 
/manager and scenic designer with 
/a minimum salary of $35 a week. 
'For want of a proper house, com- 
pany has leased the auditorium of 
‘the La Salle Academy, a 672-seat- 
er, and prices are scaled from $1.20 
to 60c. Average gross since open- 
jing has been around $1,300. 


‘has returned to the Coast . 


succeeded 
|Harold Jacoby as company mana- 


Made up of former professional er of the touring “Lend An Ear” | 
land amateur actors from Canada, fe « e Mitzi Green arrived from the sical 


Wage Board of the amusement in- 
dustry in New York State 
Playwright Howard Teichmann 
back from Florida. 


Margaret Phillips and Henry 
Daniell will replace Irene Worth 
and Alec Guinness, respectively, 
in “Cocktail Party,” effective 
June 5... “Kiss Me, Kate” is 
slated to move July 31 from the 
Century to the Shubert. By that 
time, renovations will have been 
completed on the latter house... 
Signboards are being placed on 
the sides of the Shubert and Booth 
theatres, in Shubert Alley, taking 
the place of those préviously on 
the fence along the opposite side 
of the passageway ,.. Peter Cook- 
son will probably plane back April 
26 from London, where he is set- 
ting a deal for the production of 
“The Innocents.” Incidentally, 
no replacement has yet been found 
for Beatrice Straight (Mrs. Cook- 
son), who withdraws from the 
leading part of the Broadway pro- 
duction late in May. 

Gertrude Lawrence is set for 
the femme lead in the musical ver- 
sion of “Anna and the King of 
Siam,” which Richard Rodgers and 


-| Oscar Hammerstein, II, are adapt- 


ing for production next winter.... 
The Playwrights’ Co. last~ week 
made an initial distribution of 
$20,000 on its $100,000 production 
of “Lost in the Stars.” ... Gilbert 
Irene Selznick and 
Lawrence Langner, is represent- 
ing the Committee of Theatrical 
Producers in efforts to get a top 
Government official, preferably 
with a White House connection, to 
arrange a settlement ef differences 
between Actors Equity and Marcus 
Heiman, and thus bring about the 
reopening of the National theatre, 
Washington, on a non-segregation 
basis. . . . Herbert Kingsley is mu- 
director’ of “Talent ‘°50. 


Coast last week for a leading part | which the Stage Managers Club 
|in Michael Todd’s “Peep Show” will present April 28 in New York, 


/revue 
|State Teachers College of the 
| State Univ. of N. Y. will present 
“Glass Menagerie” as the feature 


| of the third annual festival of 


|drama groups in western New) 


| York State, April 28-29, at Fre- 
| donia, N. Y. . .. Coast producers 


a Lewis and Howard Young 
were due in New York yesterday 





.. . The Mummers Club of|as a showcase for new perform- 


ers. 

Walter Fried, co-producer of 
“Death of a Salesman,” will be 
general manager of the Yvette and 
Harry Schumer production of 
Samuel Woolley-Taylor’s “Square 
Needle,” which is slated for fall 
presentation, Samuel F, Fried- 
man is p.a, 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative 
boxoffice estimates for last week 








figures based on Vantety’s 
(the 46th week of the season) 


and the eorresponding week of last season: 
This Last 
BROADWAY Season Season 
Number of shows current............. vee 27 27 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 1,004 1,075 
Total gross for all current shows last week $717,300 *$594.600 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows... $24,971,800 $25,420,600 
Number of new productions so far...... sé §2 64 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 22 19 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 889 1,043 
Total road gross reported last week....... $345,900 *$322.000 
Season’s total road gross so far....... -. . $17,874,844 $21,470,000 
* Holy Week. 
iaamnt <ciitenatoncn ianatsianant 








Chi BO. 


Up; Borscht-Capades 


Kate $28,300, ‘Chaillot’ OK $20,500 


Chicago, April 18. 
Legit picture took a turn for the 
better for the first time in several 


weeks, with all shows, improving. | 

is the contin. 
ued sock business the bi-lingual | 
“Borscht-Capades” is doing. “Lend | 
An Ear” shot up, as did its musical 
which | 


Talk of the town 


partner, “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
broke the Shubert house record 
this week with a 30-week stay. 
“Borscht - Capades” is closing 
Sunday (23), reportedly because 
Mickey Katz, star of the revue, is| 
tired. 

Advance for the fourth return of 
“Oklahoma!” to CHicago April 23 
is lush. “Miss Liberty” is due May 
22 at the Shubert and ‘“‘Two Blind | 
Mice” at the Harris, May 8. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Borscht - Capades,” Blackstone 
(4th week) (1,358; $4.40). Doing a 
fancy $23,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (30th | 
week) (2,100; $6.18). Popped up to} 
perky $28,300. 

“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern | 
(3rd week) (1,500; $4.94). Up a} 
little over last week with $18,000. | 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Er- 


langer (5th week) (1,334; $4.33). 
Next-to-last week showing fast | 
$20,500. 





Picon $14,800 In 
Philly Loner 


Philadelphia, April 18. 

With keys and camphor balls in 
prospect for the majority of the 
city’s legit houses, Philly’s 1949- 
50 legit seas6n is rapidly drawing 
to a close. 

Currently, one house—the Lo- 
cust—is open with the comedy- 
thriller, “House on the Cliff,” 
which opened a two weeks’ tryout 
engagement last night (17) with 
Ernest Truex and Fay Bainter as 
starrers. Advance sale was mild. 
House is due to get a Jewish show 
for a short run starting May 8. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Abi Gezunt,” Shubert (one week 
only) (1,877; $3.90). Molly Picon, 
Yiddish musical comedy vehicle, 
which was only Easter Week at- 
traction in a local legit house, got 
a fair $14,800. 


‘Streetcar’ Hefty $23,200 
In 2d Washington Week 


Washington, April 18. 

Second stanza of Judith Evelyn 
in “Streetcar Named Desire” at the 
Gayety showed growing draw of 
the drama, with a hefty $23,200 
take for the 1,500-seat house, 
Scaled to $4.20. Opening week, 
with a Holy Week handicap, took 
in $19,000. Advance for.-current, 
and final session, is heavy. 

Interesting angle of the show, 
third since conversion of the Gay- 
ety to legit, is heavy sale of the 
second balcony unreserved seats. 
Previously, lack of interest in 
the low-priced, tier had lowered 
take, Melvyn Douglas in “Two 
Blind Mice” checks in April 24 for 
a fortnight stand. . 








1 . 9 ; 
ebster 123 Detroit | 29). ” ’ between the KRNT theatre. Des 
aot April 18 ‘pect ee Please” — Plymouth, Moines and the Davidson, Milwau- 
roll, 3 . ost. * ; ee 
resentation of “Julius Caesar” Websine ~ Shenssaeers i ertin | kee. 
and “The Taming of the Shrew” Chapel, New Concord, Ohio (17);) 
by the Margaret Webster repertory Carnegie Music Hall, Oakland, Pa. | WEST 106, M’WAUKEE 
at thew, produced a fair $12,500 (18); H. -" Ant, teetnert, =| Milwaukee, April 18. 
at the 2,000-seat Shubert. Current (20); Academy of Music, a. | . eye egy ans age 
Shubert presentation is Mae West’s (21); East H. S. Aud., Pawtucket, = $12,000 eae coeleumie | 
“Diamond Lil,” in for the second R. I. (24); College, Wellesley, Mass. 2 °0¥ at: the Davidson ea last 
time this season. (25): Klein. Memorial, Bridgeport nace 4 a: tee waevicse 
The Cass is dark until May 1, (26); Vassar Club, Poughkeepsie; W°™ : : 
when it will present “Miss Lib- (27); Plaza theatre, Schenectady _ Show is current at the Shubert, 
* for a fortnight. ' (28), | Detroit. ; 
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| Gezunt” 





| ‘Chiff? 5G in 4, New Haven; 
Picon $1,700 in Single 
New Haven, April 18. 

Three-day breakin of ‘‘House On 
The Cliff’ at Shubert last week 
(13-15) failed to catch on, with 
plenty of vacant pews in evidence. 
Four performances at $3.60 top 
had a tough pull to reach a light 
estimated $5,000. 

House gets the Margaret Web- 
ster “Taming of the Shrew” for a 
single performance April 29. Only 
other booking for the spring is the 
Ballet Russe, set for May 11-13. 

Molly  Picon brought “Abi 
to the Shubert for a 
single performance Sunday (16). 

Gross was a fair 
$1,700. 





Current Road Shows 
(April 17-29) 
“Abi Gezunt” — Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford (17); Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (19); Aud., Wor- 


|cester (20): Opera House, Bost. 
| (21-23). 

“Borschtcapades” — Blackstone, 
| Chi. (17-29). 

“Brigadoon” — Nixon, Pitt. (17-| 


22); Shrine Mosque, Richmond (24- 
26); Playhouse, Wilmington (27- 
29). 


“Death of a Salesman”—Ameri- | 


;can, St. L. (17-29% 
“Diamond Lil” — Shubert, De- 
| troit (17-22); Nixon, Pitt. (24-29). 
“Harvey”—Lanier Aud., Mont- 
|gomery, Ala. (17); Temple, Birm- 


ingham (18-19); Tower, Atlanta, 
'(20-22); Ryman Aud., Nashville | 
(24); Memorial Aud., Louisville 
(25-26): Municipal Aud., Hunting- 


ton, W. Va. (27); Municipal Aud., 
|Gharleston (28-29). 
| “House on the 
| Phila. (17-29). 

| “Kiss Me, Kate’—Shubert, Chi. 
(17-29). 

| “Bend An Ear’—Great North- 
ern, Chi. (17-29). 

“Madwoman of Chaillot’ — Er- 
langer, Chi. (17-22); Lyceum, Min- 
neapolis (24-29). 
| “Man Who Came To Dinner’— 
KRNT theatre, Des Moines (17- 
18); Davidson, Milwaukee (20-22); 
Victory, Dayton (24-25); Hartman, 
Columbus (26-29). 

Maurice Schwartz—Aud.. 


Cliff’ — Locust, 


Roch- 


ris, Chi. (20-29). 


“Miss Liberty” — Shubert, Bost. | 


(17-29). 
| “Mister Roberts’ —Coionial, 
Bost. (17-29). 
“Oklahoma!”—Hartman, Colum- 
bus (17-22): Erlanger, Chi. (24-29). 
“Silver Whistle’ — Civic Aud., 
Pasadena (17): Lobero, Santa Bar- 
bara (18); Fox, Bakersfield (19); 
White Fresno (20-21); Jr. College 
Aud., Sacramento (22); Curran, San 
Francisco (24-29). 
“South Pacific’ — Music Hall, 
Cleveland (24-29). 
“Springtime for 
langer, Buffalo (24-29). 


“Streetcar Named Desire”—Gay- | 
ety, Wash. (17-22); Court Square, | 
Bush- | 


Springfield, Mass. (24-26); 
nell Aud., Hartford (27-29). 

“That Lady”—Ford’s, Balto. (17- 
22): Plymouth, Bost. (24-29). 


“The Liar’—Forrest, Phila, (24-) 


6, 


estimated | 


| houses 
| 

| Belasco tomorrow 
' gel Street,” 


ester (17): Cass, Detroit (18); Har- | 


Henry” — Er- | 


‘Glass’ Neat 5€, Atlanta: 
‘Story’ OK 66, Jacksonville 


Atlanta, April 18. 


Susan Peters, starring in Ten- 
/nessee Williams’ “The Glass Men- 
agerie,” pulled $5,000 for the 
Penthouse theatre, atop Ansley ho- 
tel, in the 30th and final week of 
the current season. The figure 
was respectable in view of the 
fact that the Peters-‘Menagerie” 
| combo took in $7,400 at the Pent- 
| house just two weeks ago. 

| Six-week test of the Penthouse 
| No. 2, in Hotel Roosevelt 5allroom, 





| Jacksonville, entered its final week | 


| Monday (17) with “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,” starring Burl 
Ives. Sarah Churchill closed there 
Saturday (15) night in “The Phila- 
delphia Story,” grossing $6,000, the 
highest figure turned in at the 
Florida  theatre-in-the-round to 
date. 

Tower theatre will light up its 
footlights again this week when 
James Dunn opens Thursday (20) 
for a three-day, four-performance 
run. 

Floyd Worthington and Alex 
Rotov have.leading roles in “The 
Prince of Pilsen,” production of 
Atlanta Civic Opera Co., which 
opens tonight (Tues.) at Roxy the- 
atre for a five-day, six-show run. 
Eugene J. Bergman is production 
director for show, which is being 
sponsored by the Optimist Club of 
Atlanta for benefit of their Boys 
Work Fund. 


L.A. Biz Perks; 
‘Whistle’ 186 


Los Angeles, April 18. 

Biz perked last week and pros- 
pects are brighter for the weeks 
immediately ahead. Two more 
rekindle this frame, the 
(19) with “An- 
initial production of 
the Negro Repertory Theatre, and 
the Coronet Thursday (20) with 
the preem of “The Uninvited 
Guest.” Biltmore, dark this week, 
relights Sunday (23) with the new 
Olsen and Johnson show “Tsk, 





Tsk, Tsk Paree,” and the Philhar- | 


monic opens the following night 
with “The Chocolate 
marking the start of the L. A. 


Civic Light Opera Season. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Good Night Ladies,” El] Capi- 
tan, (3d wk) ($2.40: 1,142). Showed 
an okay profit at $9,000. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Las Palmas 
(Ist wk) ($3.60: 388). Fine notices 
greeted the Wedresday (12) open- 
|ing, with first four nights virtual 


capacity at $4,800. 
| “Of All Things,” Century (4th 
wk) ($3.60; 382). Another $3,500 


frame. Below operating costs. 
“The Banker’s Daughter.” New 


Globe (9th wk) ($2.40; 299). Re- 
sumed operations after week's 
layoff on three-night weekly ba- 


sis. Did okay $1,500 in first ses- 
sion under new program, about 
breaking even. 

“The Silver Whistle,” Biltmore 
(2d wk) ($3.60; 1.636). Ended its 
two-week run with a_ profitable 
$18,000, giving it $33.000 for the 
two sessions, not great but in the 
black. 


‘Brig.’ 266, Toronto 


Toronto, April 18. 
With a highly satisfactory $50,- 
200 for the fortnight’s engagement, 
“Brigadoon.” on its third visit to 
, Toronto, still holds the musical 
show house record at the 43-year- 





old Royal Alexandra. Despite the 
Easter exodus, the attraction did 
around $26,000 on the second 


stanza, topping the previous Holy 
Week's fine gross of $24,200. 

| The 1,525-seater was still scaled 
at $4.80 top. 





Woolley 11G, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aprii 18. 
Monty Woolley in “The Man 
Who Came to Dinner” pulled a 


poor $11,000 in eight performances 
at the Lyceum here last week. 
Show is splitting current week 





Holiday Upsurge Bolsters B way; 
6 Shows Capacity, 6 Others Almost: 
‘Sheba’ $16,000, ‘Innocents’ $16,300 


As anticipated, legit attendance, Getting standees at all perform- 





| Broadway 


Soldier.” | 


| erhouse 


was generally much better on) ances; over $28,900. 

last week. epee | “The Innocents,” Playhouse 
during the first part of the week, '(10th wk) (D-$4.80; 819; $18,740). 
with Easter holiday crowds in evi-| Second successive week’s improve- 
dence, receipts topped the previ-| ment took the gross to a new high; 
ous week’s healthy level. Condi- $16 300. 
tions were spotty late in the week, “Valy a ie : 
however, and some shows wound ca a ong oes 
up with lower totals than they'd , ee ig pops os $10 700) ig 
gotten the traditionally offish Holy | ?0UNCEC, Nearly pty, 40. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 


Week. The total gross for all 27 . 
(78th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $37,800). 


shows was 83.05% of capacity, a v ; Hb 
jump of 8.97% above the preced-| Hopped back to capacity; $37,800. 


(16th 
Also 


ing week. “Wisteria Trees,” Martin Beck 
There were two openings and (3d wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,214; $33,- 
twe closings last week. One show 900). Had another powerful week; 


virtual capacity at almost $32,500. 

“With a Silk Thread,” Lyceum 
(Ist wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22,500). 
Elsa Shelley drama openc@ Wed- 
nesday night (12), to unanimously 
unfavorable reviews; first five per- 
formances grossed about $3,000. 

Future Dates 


“Peter Pan,” April 24, at Im- 
perial; “Phoenix Too Frequent” 


fold this week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number | 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20° amusement tax, but 


may 


grosses are net: t.e., exclusive of and “Freight,” April 26, at Fulton: 
tax. re ’ f <0, « 4 
coer ‘ .. “Tickets, Please,” April 27, at CoY- 

“Arms and the Girl,” 46th St. onet: “Brigadoon,” Mav 9 mo Gite 
(1ith wk) (M-$6; 1,319; $42,000). Center; “House on the Cliff,” May 
Theatre Guild-Anthony B. Farrell 3 a unspecified theatre:. “The 
production slid to $37,500. Liar.’ May 10. at Broadhurst: 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” May 23, 
at City Center; “Peep Show,” 
June 13, at unspecified theatre. 


“As You Like It,” (12th wk) (C- 
$4.80-$6; 1,064; $27,000). Revival 
also eased: almost $23,800. 

“Caesar and Cleopatra,’ 


Nation- 


al (17th wk) (CD-$4.80-$6; 1.172; ‘we 9 

$30,000). Dipped to almost $19,- Libert $79 31) 

200. y 
“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (19th ? 

wk) (C-$4.80; 920; $22,600). The 


pace improved for this London im- 


Tickets 186, Hub 


port and, with an extra matinee, 

the nine-performance total reached 

$14,600. | ; ; 
“Cocktail Party,” Miller (13th Boston, April 18. 

wk) (C-$4.80; 940: $21,600). Rang Musical-show hungry’ Boston 


up another capacity week; nearly tore into “Miss Liberty,” here for 


$21,600. a three-week stay at the 1,709- 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” S¢at Shubert with a $4.80 top. 
Booth (9th wk) (D-$4.80: 712: Show got pretty good notices for 
$20,000). “The recent. “Tony” 20 .assist and took about $29,300, 
'awards for the acting of Shirley pri okay. Second week is 


Booth and Sidney Blackmer, plus 
the holiday spurt, zoomed receipts 
to a new high; around $16,000. 

“Cry of the Peacock,” Mansfield 
(Ist week) (D-$4.80; 1,041; $26,000). 
James Colligan-Don Medford pro- 
duction opened Tuesday night (11) 
to unanimous pans and closed fol- 
lowing the Wednesday matinee 
(12); gross for the two perform- 
ances was about $3,000. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(62d wk) (D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 
Eased to $19,500. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (56th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,016; $23,675). Also | 


“Tickets Please,” opening same 
night at the Plymouth, also with a 
$4.80 top, got very favorable no- 
tices and did a neat $18,000, well 
below the top at the scale but okay 
for an intimate revue. “Mister 
Roberts,” meantime, is still plenty 
healthy at the Colonial, going over 
$26,800 on its sixth week. No 
openers this week, but season looks 
okay through May. 


‘Okla.’ Strong $34,000 





bettered the previous week; $18,-| In oth Visit to St. Louis 

300. a e 
O's Deasgte,  _Soyals {eth “Oklahoma” is still eee of the 

ple ge eqs 6 y + aad Tl cat ctaial strongest draws to hit St. Louis. 


Slipped to $24,500. 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” age piece w —_— = ninth week 
tactten (M-&6&:- so. In five visits a 1e Ameries™ “1e- 
$48.200 , score. Eight performances, with 
“Great to Be Alive,” Winter Gar- the house scaled to $4.27. grossed 
den (4th wk) (M-$6: 1.510: $42, an estimated $34,000, which was 
; ce nie the, the third largest gross during any 


000). Holiday business, plus the- 
atre parties, skyrocketed biz $12,- 
000 to over $36,200. 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (12th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Back 
to capacity; over $29,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
er (47th wk) (R-$2.88-$3; 2,964; 
$77.000). Skating show closed Satur- 
day night (15) after 430 pertorm- 
ances; final week, including 12, 
performances, chalked up about 
$41 500. 

“I Know My Love,” 
(24th wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,391; 
000). Also gained; $24,200. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century ‘67th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Back 
to virtual capacity; over $46,500. previous major attraction. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box| Murat now seems dark for the 
(24th wk) (M-$5.40; 1.012; $26,600).| season with nothing else in sight. 
Likewise rose sharply; about Only 11 shows, including two 
$25,000. Margaret Webster Shakespearean 


“Member of the Wedding,” Em-| revivals, appeared since opening 
pire (15th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; | of the theatre in October. 
the over-capacity gross to a new 
high: $24,500. 

(112th 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276).; Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
Following its one-week layoff, the CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
with a rush; great $32,700. “Phoenix Too Frequent — 
“South Pacific,’ Majestic (53rd , “Freight” (Double-Bill) (D) — Ste- 


previous visit. 

- “Death of a Salesman” teed off 
a two-week stand Siundav (16) at 
the American. The 1,.700-seat house 
is scaled to $4.27 and a neat ad- 
vance is reported. 


‘Salesman’ Thin $17,000 
Hurt by Indpls. Lull 


Indianapolis, April 18. 
“Death of Salesman” took only 
a modest $17,000 in eight per- 
formances at the Murat last weck 
at a $4.20 top. It was evidently 
hurt by a two-month lull in the 
season since “Mr. Roberts,” last 





Shubert 
$33,- 





$24,000). Standee trade pushed 
r 
“Mister Roberts,” Alvin Shows in Rehea sal 
Henry Fonda starrer picked up|M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


'wk) (M-$6: 1,659; $50,186). Resum- phen Scheur. 
‘ing after its Holy Week vacation, | 


“Policeman’s Lot” (C) — Saul 
the Mary Martin-Ezio Pinza pow-| Heller and Robert Milford; Eddie 
again got all the house McHugh, director. 
will hold; over $50,600. “South Pacific’ (M) (Road) 
“Texas, Lil Darlin’,” Hellinger| Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hame- 


(2ist wk) (M-$6; 1,543; oe merstein 2d; Joshua Logan, direce 
‘atapulted $8,000 to a hefty $32,- tor. 
ae lh . | “Two Blind Mice” (C) (Stock)— 


“The Consul,” Barrymore (5th Harald Bromley and Eunice 
| wk) (M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,200). Healey. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Plays Out of Town © 


. imbecile youth. Dort Clark has 
Mouse on the Cilss okay innings as the rum-runner 


F Ss Thread 
New Haven, April 13. and Robert Lieb and James Dob- With a Silk 


; « : . ; , , | Irving Kaye Davis presentation of 
R a bahay nt oe oa na ane gs son appropriately portray two arms drama in two acts (seven scenes) by 
three acts tlewr poenen) by Erik Martin Of the law. . Elsa Shelley. Features Claire hace, uae 
and Chamies Colby. Costars Fay Bainter, With expert Adaptation, they Huston, Phil Arthur. Staged by the 


; P : ; ing. nd lighting, Wat- 
Ernest Truex: features Harry Bannister. might make an acceptable B film —— B menor yg N Y., April 

















Plays Abroad ~ 


The Trial | 


London, April 13. 

Kildine Productions presentation of dra- | 
ma in two parts by Jacqueline and Frank 
Sundstrom, translated from Andre Gide 
and Jean-Louis Barrault’s dramatization 
of novel by Franz Kafka. Directed by 
Frank Sundstrom. -At Winter Garden, 


S aged by Leo Mittler. Scenery and cos- . f. ¢ Bone. ’ ing) Londen, (April 12, “0. Frank S$ ieee | 
tumes, i1aul Morrison. At Shubert, New from this idea. oo At $4.80 7 = bese Oe tia Skala eee ther? <8 08s cane ag Pring 
ere Bere ee Se Fas Ralater : Dr. Walter Lweas.......... Philip Huston | Wilhelm. -....s.ss00+s Denis Holmes 
Card Clasvon o-oo yg Franks Ovevier «= There Goes Yesterday rose’ Raymond 20000202001. Glare Lutes | Block =n 202.) ) Marti’ Miller 
Emiivy Clayton ...... ‘Peggy Cass Montreal, April 15. George Lucas ..........++:: William Duff | Fraulein Burstner...... Kathleen Michael 


- Rovert Lieb Murray and Donal Davis production of Tony Fern 
..James Dobson j;eyye in two acts (29 scenes). Stars John Karen Jackson.......-.-- Carole Mathews 
Ernest Truex pratt and Murray Matheson; features Bucky = 
Staniey appas Dort Clark \urray Davis, Beth Gillanders, Laura 
Hamilton, Araby 9 Charnes 
This is > -++oae King, Denis & Maxine and Rona Mar- 
This Is an attempt to spoot stage wits Musical direction by Dorothy Wat- 
and-screen whodunits. Its tonzue- kins and Jessie MacDonald; choreography, 


Tuspector O’Shaughnessy 
Ofticer O'Donnell 
Jonn Wicker 


sapmrmahantity 
Perhaps there was once a place 
in the commercial theatre for plays 


cheek ;: “oac} i iis pre- Louis Burns; settings. Margaret Mc- eT te ~ 15 lea ” 
aaeae is ai wis a tae a Donough. At His Majesty’s, Montreal, | like “With a Silk Thread.” In that 
lere S Ds “al- 6, = . , ’ . 
rapa Mea Unless radical im- $2.50 top almost-forgotten era of low pro- 


nose response. 


yxrovement is achieved prior to ae stwar revue to meet with duction costs and amiable play- 
I . First postwar revt : on a } : 
3roadway, the critical marksmen ,,, cess j ‘anada. “Yesterday”  Zoers a mediocre drama such as 
; bag any success in Canada, , ‘ ‘ | :, sbi: a 
there will probably be guilty of jays a second time at His Majesty's this might have been Leblange 


shooting a turkey out of season within the year and shows much | into a modest success. But in this 
Play has a few interesting fea- improvement, better routining and day of discriminating audiences 
tures scattered throughout its four general show savvy. The revue, and quick hits or flops this Elsa 
scenes, but there is nothing sus- made up of 29 scenes, takes its Shelley opus merely heralds the 
tained about its optimistic ele- opening cue from the music of arrival of spring. 
ments. Is not for want of acting 1895 and continues through to This time ex-actress Shelley, 
talent that rigor mortis seis ia. present day. Bulk of skits and who previously authored* “Pick-Up 
Any play that features the skill of blackouts are centered around Girl” and “Foxhole in the Parlor,’ 
Fay Bainter, Ernest Truex and John Pratt and Murray Matheson 
larry Bannister gets off to a good who do well with most material fidelity and the jealous love which 
thespian headstart. But even the offered. but take the star spots torments a_ self-centered former 
best trouper needs something more with a repetition that tends to over- stage star and her boorish, sus- 
than a creampuff for fodder. Much power other players. Pratt gained picious surgeon-husband. But the 
of the writing is routine material considerable attention during the piece offers nothing penetrating or 
and dialog's biggest laugh comes Wer aS a lead in the Navy Show provocative on the subject. More- 
from an oldie (“it-wasn’t the fall and repeats his hit tune, “You'll over, the authoress’s story-plotting, 
over the cliff that killed him, it Get Used to It.” in this revue for echaracterizations and dialog are in- 
was the sudden* stop when he salvos. Matheson, a product of the ept, so the evening tends to be- 
landed”). English music hall, works well with come progressively so-whattish. 
Sasically, play contains an amus- Pratt but adds little to the show As her own director, Miss Shel- 
ing idea. It fails, however, to with a couple of vocal offerings. ley seems addicted to cliches of 
capitalize on the farcical content All numbers move with speed stagecraft. The cast, headed by 
and only occasionally comes and lapses are covered for the most: Claire Luce. Philip Huston, Phil 
through in that medium. Actually, part by the off-the-cob. comedy Arthur and including William 
production emerges as a hodge- skits. Curtain number for first half Duff, Carole Mathews, Mary Mac- 
podge of dream sequences, flash- scores with entire cast doing a Leod. Lilia Skala and Henry Hart, 
backs, attempted spine-tingling and cotlection of numbers from the makes a commendable attempt to 
grand manner acting. Technically, °'20’s such as “Crazy Words,” “Doin” give dimension to a notably dis- 
play has a million prop and light the Raccoon” and an okay interp of aoreeable assortment of characters. 
cues and from that angle it is “Louisville Lou” by dancer Maxine. Watson 


generally well done. A thought: Material for mest of sketches is tasteful interior 


..Phil Arthur | Leni 


cee eeeee..Mary MacLeod | Laundress 


Barratt has conceived a} 
and_ beachfront | 


reading sequence, via lights and original but some is lifted from setting. But Irving Kaye Davis, | 


offstage mike dialog, is cleverly obscure English revues and switch who has produced his wife’s play, 

done. Dream scene is interestingly jis noticeable at all times. has a boxoffice clinker. Hobe. 

staged by Frank Westbrook. Sceni- Although company has just fin- 

cally, atmosphere is well set with ;., Pent eRe Ae : oe 
J+ = . ished a cross-country tour to fail . 
Sa oe , . . . b : A , 2 a 2 Cy) 

a claptrap living room in a North yerurns, a definite Canadian note (ry of the Peacock 

Atlantic coastal village. should be added, otherwise it will James Colligan and , Donald Mettoré 
Staats sm an tc Gar; Fa oy 5 <3 . e presentation o ama o 

_Play’s central character is Sarah suffer the usual comparison with Proven) yy" Cecil Robson, adapted from 

Clayton, spinster housekeeper for the slick touring shows from New jean Anouilh’s “Ardele ou la Margue- 

her brother’s family which consists York. Outfit has necessary talent rite a” tee —— Se a 
7 . 2Y ~ r - 2 - oft atena at a OV » Marta inden, all y ’ 

of the brother, Albert, who has and with more original music and 7onge\ Directed by Martin Ritt; scenery 

been working on a book for 10 production items, company shapes and costumes, Cecil Beaton; _ lighting, 

years; his idiot son, Carl, and his well to a strong Canadian revue Cecil Beaton, Peggy Clark; at Mansfield, 

flapper (it’s 1920) daughter, Emily. unit. “Yesterday” is currently do- 


- ° ° ing) 
Events indicate that a 


certain ing a two-week stand at the Royal NEES <5 Suck bre whbiee Raymond Lovell 





widow has been murdered in the Alexandra in Toronto. Newt. BUR, a cubtatGanbemuniente Lucille Patton 
village and suspicion points to the ciate pee Patricia Wheel 
i c 


L se'vnes die Gab od « uae 
( layton menage, plus a rum-runner Piet set awe Oecer Kariwels 
for whom Emily has fallen,. plus a 


Mr. Wicker, a tramp philosopher 


Count 
ere ree eee Marta Linden 


Long Moment ony 
Hector de Villardieu Philip Tonge 


Cleveland, April. 5. 


‘ : ; : ‘ , ear aera Peter Brandon 
who invites himself into the house- , ¢ leveland Play a gon oy ii | Marie Christine....... Mimi Strongin 
hold. rams & ree acre By oo ‘ Tutor ...Richard A. Martin 


: rected by Frederic McConnell. At Play ¢ aad in sesh 4 7 
After a couple of hours of cOM- House, Cleveland, April 5, ’50; $1.50 top sg Ge ae ee ee Lili Darvas 


plicatiOns, story ends with the ——— 
widow not murdered at all, Emily Influence of “Lost Boundaries’’ 
and the rum-runner headed for and other recent plays and films been in Jean Anouilh’s “Ardele ou 
marriage in Cuba, the zany son on racial discrimination is clearly la Marguerite” in the original 


restored to normalcy by a conking evident in first stage play written | French have been lost in this Cecil | 


In its present ver- | ; 
award for her book, “Wasteland.” sion the play is merely tedious until | of Wn ore este’, Society Presentation | 


with a ukelele, and Sarah and the by Jo Sinclair, Cleveland novelist’ Robson adaptation, titled “Cry of 
tramp building up to a-romantic who won the Harpers $10,000 the Peacock.” 
climax. 

The Sarah role calls for varied 


Miss Bainter. Truex salvages a few | of deep emotional power and pro-| James Col 
chuckles from some pretty lean vocativeness in her psychological! production is a flop. 
pickings and Bannister does a good tale of a brilliant young Negro. 
job as the slow-witted would-be musician who passes as a white to | 
author. The Peggy Cass version of win a fellowship as an assistant 
Emily is good, as also is Frank. symphony orchestra conductor. 

Overton’s interpretation of the It’s stil! an exceedingly timely, 


. touching drama, although Miss 

Sinclair doesn’t know all the tricks 

F O R R E N T of professional playwriting. She 

ESTABLISHED SUMMER THEA- | overwrites her theme of the men- 
TRE 55 MILES FROM N.Y.C. 
AT DEAL, N. J. (Ocean re- 


tal anguish of her main character, <:.4,). 
iain apart by his poignant prob-| sister and her deformed lover com- 
sort near Asbury Park and 
long Branch.) Impressive 


lem—is a successful career worth , eee po tagend | a 

all the unhappiness if it means re- | = ; : h sees of show that 

nouncing his colored mother, | trapped ita re Oe oe 

* oa sister, young brother and sweet-| ‘ ‘ 

Stanford White building, fur- | heart’ and living a lie? Oscar Karlweis gives an ad- 
nished and equipped. Seats His dilemma develops about a = nae ore _ 
200 plus. ee _ | half-dozen dramatic crises, sharply | U"%appy philanderer. aymon 
P — a living quar- 7} handled by the Cleveland Play Lovell is plausibly pompous as the 
ties for cast. $4000 rental for | plays them sympathetically under | the servant age ~~ .~ crazed 

Season. A Frederic McConnell’s shrewd di-| Spouse screams for him from up- 
Variet beg g . R. L. 2, rection. Yet the dialog becomes Stairs. Marta Linden is properly 
Y, - 46th St., New | at times verbose, loose and re-| feline as the Countess who dallies 

York 19, N. Y. petitious, as the author pounds) With a flaccid lothario, overplayed 

SINCE 1830 

Play, Brokers and 

Authors’ Representatives 

25 West 45th ’ 

7623 Sunset Bled, teeliyroone 4 Cal. 


/ous aspects of love, love, love. 














erably until the 


_the subject and his hump-backed 





away on a Johnny-one-note saga, >Y Philip Tonge. Lili Darvas is 
which has too many faltering mo-| believable in the appalling part of 
ments in its present form. |the General's wife, who appears 

Roberta Wooten, one of the four for one strident scene. Of the non- 
colored players in the mixed east, | featured players, Patricia Wheel is 
eloquently plays the sister who | 4Ppealing as a young wife who de- 
serves as the playwright's mouth-| SPises her husband. Peter Brandon 
piece. Robert Ellenstein, of the | 5€¢ms somewhat anemic as her de- 
Play House’s staff, projects a|Voted_ childhood sweetheart, Clif- 
_more sensitive, forcefully realistic | ford Sales and Mimi Strongin are 
performance as the neurotic musi-| !'Titating as precocious brats, and 





























|American for fear of losing the | Coquettish maid. 

| fellowship. Ray Boyle also does | The staging of Martin Ritt, who 
| honest work as his white news-| succeeded Leonora Corbett dur- 
paperman-friend who helps him.) ing rehearsals, has given the gab- 
|His patient mother is gently fest reasonable movement and 
enacted by L. Pearl Mitchell, with pace, but Cecil Beaton’s single 
| Juanita Owens as his confused! seiting and costumes appear osten- 
swectheart and Charlie Bettis as’ tatious. Hobe. 
'the hero- worshiping, impr°ss‘on- ‘Closed Wednesday (12) after 
able young brother, Pull. ,two performances.) 





100 WILLIAM ST. 
NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 
Bowling Green 9-4420 









it General’s de-| 
mented wife screams a tirade on | 


/cal genius who poses as a Latin-/| Lucille Patton is accpetable as al 


re ... Jacqueline Sundstrom 
Counsellor Huld ...........- Allan Jeaves 
SPE Mary Horn 
CE Ces os eg thease Ges .. Frank ‘Tickle 
ED aa als ane we Henrvetta Edwards 
Titorelli Geoffrey Dunn 
Prison Chaplain Noel Willman 
Examining Magistrate William Squire 
Judge . ; . David Keir 

An American-backed production 
of a Swedish translation into Eng- 
lish of the French dramatized ver- 
sion of a Czech novel, this takes 
a long shot in trying to win Lon- 
don. Being an _ impressionistic 
modern “Everyman” type of play, 
it would have stood more chance 
at a private theatre club or small 
intimate house of attracting the 
intelligentsia. At this large the- 
atre, it’s doubtful if there are 


enough playgoers to attract prof- 


is tussling with the theme of in- | itably, while its big cast and com- 


slicated scenery switches couldn't 

e accommodated with less space. 

A young bank manager is sud- 
denly arrested for an unspecified 
crime, and spends the entire 
length of the story wandering from 
pillar to post seeking his unknown 
accusers to help extricate himself 
from his predicament. Shadowy 
characters flit by him and he finds 
everyone is under the influence of 
the mysterious court before which 
he has been summoned. He flound- 
ers helplessly until he finally reach- 
es the execution block. A laughing 
crowd of revellers pass by un- 
aware of, or indifferent to, the 
dead man at their feet. 

The “court” seems a symbol of 
the ruthless powers that be and 
the necessity for great and small | 
to justify their existence before 
this shadowy tribunal. But wheth- 
er it’s intended as a warning of 
the inexorable hand of justice, or 
a mere flight of fancy’ into the su- 


| pernatural, is an open question. 


N. Y., April il, °50; $4.80 top ($6 open- | 


Whatever merits there may have. 


an-Donald Medford | Conor Mangan.......... Michael Hennessy 


The typically French story is an | Warder Gerrity... 
attenuated dissertation on the vari- | Prison Chaplain ..... 


Everyone in the ornately decorated | Bayer 


Frank Sundstrom has the heavy 
task of director and chief player 
on his’ shoulders and comes 
through the ordeal triumphantly. 
His wife and co-author, Jacque- 
line, makes an alluring young 
siren of a nurse, and Allan Jeayes, 
her patient-paramour, is  forth- 
right and impelling as the boy’s 
, counsellor. Other 
characterizations come from Mar- 
tin Miller as a Caliban-like slave, 
Geoffrey Dunn as a portrait paint- 
er and Mary Horn as a slut. Apart | 
from the actor-director, biggest 
burden lies with the stage crew, 
‘who have a non-stop changeover | 
| of cameo sets and intricate switch- | 
|es to cope with. Clem. | 

(Closed Saturday (15) after five | 
performances. } 





Design for a Headstone 
Dublin, April 10. 


drama in three acts by Seamus Byrne. 


! Known here as Ruth Seid, au-! the final scene, when its becomes Staged by Ria Mooney. Settings by Vere 
emotions, all capably depicted by thor reveals a promising oT eee | eee Unquestionably, this | P¥¢ 
g | 


: eee: At Abbey theatre, Dublin, April 


Aiden O’Leary........... Edward Golden 
Jakey : -» Brian O’Higgins 
suas aka Philip Flynn 
. Liam Foley 







- 


Ructions MceGowan........ Walter Macken 
Muscles Rogan............ Harry Brogan 
cosvccccsces MA J. Dolan 

sebVecssaante Brid Lynch 


chateau is a victim of l'amour, and | ™'s- Mangan... 
| they bicker and philosophize mis- | 





This first play is one which is 
as essentially Irish as the early 
work of Sean O’Casey. The set- 
ting “in a prison” and the time 
“some years ago” present no prob- 
lem in place or time to an Irish 
audience—the jailing of political 
prisoners and their weapon in in- | 
carceration, the hunger § strike, 
form part of recent history. | 

Set in an overcrowded prison, 
with 16 men in a three-man cell 
in the opening scene, brings | 
‘politicals” and ordinary jailbirds | 
together. The “politicals” demand 
political treatment, led by the in- | 
flexible Conor Mangan (sentenced | 
as a criminal), who goes on a| 
hunger strike which proves fatal. | 

Dialog is live and there is an 
air of realism about the characters 
—even the ordinary  jailbirds, 
Bayer, in for a currency offense; 
the dim-witted “Muscles” Rogan, 
and the cadging “habitual” Jakey 
who provides a comic element. 
But the theme is tragedy; tragedy 
which Irish families have known. | 
And the main fault is an excessive | 
wordiness. 

The players, for the most part, | 
are young members of the Abbey | 
Players Co. M. J. Dolan and. 
Harry Brogan are the only two) 
bred in the O’Casey tradition, but 
there are some excellent perform- 
ances from Michael Hennessy, 
Brian O'Higgins, Walter Macken 








‘Iveland at this time. 


and, in a smaller role, Brid Lynch, 
the best young tragedienne in 
Mack. 


outstanding | 


| be recreated, 


'some funny 


Bebosse 
Paris, April 1. 


Yvonne Printemps presentation of com. 
edy in three acts (four scenes) by Andre 
Roussin. Directed by Jean Helvet. Sets 


| by Denis Martin. At Theatre de la Micho- 
| diere, Paris. 


Tony-Bobosse .......... Francoise Perier 
Te SUE =5'0 406 0% 04 05.5 enc 8% Jean Hebey 
Regine-Simone ........ Lucienne Granier 
| Edgar-Leom .........., Bernard Laiarrige 
Uncle Emile-Marusier....Cammile Guerint 
Anne-Marie-Gilberte ...... Michele Monty 
Yvette ..... eran ald dale Michele Gerard 
NEN © 5.0 a6. b p04 0.0409 Jean Temerson 
RASA ree Robert Le Fort 
Stage Manager.............. Jean Helvet 
pO Pee ‘ Marie Daeme 


It looks as though Andre Roussin 
has another hit on his hands (‘his 
“Petite Hutte” has passed its 800th 
consecutive performance, and his 
“Nina” is this season’s sellout) 
even though “Bobosse” in a more 
complicated play than the other 
two and somewhat disconcerting 
for its audiences. “Bobosse,” a 
play within a play. concerns a suc- 
cessful caricaturist but a_ timid 
lover, and his various romantic 
misadventures. 

Roussin’s gift for amusing dia- 
log and the creation of comic sit- 
uations is given full scope in “Bo- 
bosse.”” The long trial monolog is 
a wonderful mixture of defiance, 
illogical logic. sentimentality and 
satire. The play belongs to Fran- 
cois Perrier, who once again proves 
one of today’s top French actors. 
He is far from being a matinee- 
idol type, but he can hold an audi- 
ence in the hollow of his hand. 
The rest of the cast is capable, if 
not particularly outstanding, with 
the exception of Bernard Lajar- 
rige, who is excellent in the role 
of Edgar-Leon. The settings of a 
studio modeled after Tony’s for the 
play, and Tony’s actual studio, are 
attractive. Fred. 





The Honorable 
Catherine 
Paris, March 15. 
Paule Rolle presentation of comedy in 


three acts by Solange Terac. Directed by 
Mme. Rolle. At Theatre Gymnase, Paris. 


pO re . Daniel Clerice 
i! rae Gerard Landry 
COCRONEMNE 0c ccc ss Jacqueline Perel 
NE. <56-6b ws ve Suzet-Mais 

Originally written as a_ play, 


“The Honorable Catherine’ was 
first produced as a film, and in 
view of its success, has at last 
reached the footlights. While the 
plot is dissimilar. it is a sort of 
Gallic “Private Lives,” with Noel 
Cowardian overtones. 

Catherine is honest in that she 
disapproves of the husband-lover 
combination, but in the end comes 
around to changing her mind be- 
cause she can’t decide between 
Jacques and Pierre, both of whom 


| she loves. So the original triangle 


of Gisele, her husband Pierre and 
her lover Jacques, seems about to 
with Pierre again 
as the husband, Jacques as the 


| lover, but this time with Catherine 
as the wife. 


This inconsequential bit of froth 
has many amusing moments and 
situations, but the 
dialog lacks the sparkle that makes 
for high comedy. It is extremely 
well acted, however, by its cast of 
four, all of whom are on their toes 
every minute. Fred. 
— ee 








FAMOUS SUMMER 
PLAYHOUSE... For SALE 


Nearly 20 years eld. Large apprentice group, 
who paid not fess than $25,000 every summer 
since (934. Also Equity Co. real estate. 
equipment, ete., to be sacrificed 30¢ on tie 
dollar, for quick sale due te hospitalization of 
both partners. Total inventory and real 
estate worth $105,000. Must be sold this 
month for $35,000. Onty $8,000 down, bal- 
ance im 15 years. Ready te pull curtain to- 
morrow. Long season. WN. E. resort; 400-seat 
theatre; always sold out. This ad will appear 
only once. The chance of a lifetime, Re- 
sponsible parties only. 


BOX V-3819, VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 


Dorothy ‘7 School 


INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION ONLY 
Elementdry and High School Subjects 
Professional Children’s Hours Arranged 


11 West 42nd Street, New York 
Wisconsin 7-7127 


SELLE SPOTS 


FOR SALE 


WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK 
Sacrifice magnificent home, exqui- 
sitely furnished, six bedrooms, each 
with bath: guest cottage; garage; 
servants quarters; 30 acres; on two 
main highways. Suitable for fine hotel. 

BOX 355, VARIETY 
134 W. 46th St., New York 19, &. Y. 
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Certified Public Accountant 


EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 
New York LA. 4-1944 


Est. 3932 
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U. 8. Leads In Germany ,only thing he doesn’t tell you is 
American authors take _ top how to get the dough to travel. 
places in the latest German best-| It is one of those books when 
seller tabulations, a Frankfurt you finish reading it, you start 
pooksellers’ survey reveals. peentes a trip around the world. 
Largest sales listed are for Mar- It makes you feel that you can 
aret Mitchell’s “Gone With The walk into any country and act like 
Wind,” which is tied up with pic’s a native or a seasoned traveler. 
current release in Germany. Sec- | Then when you look at your bank 
ond best is Ernest Hemingway's balance. you do as the Scotchman 
“For Whom the Bell Tolls.” did, he stayed home and let his 
Other top sellers include: A. J. mind wander. A handy book for 
Cronin’s “The Citadel’ and “The traveling showfolks. 
Green Years,” Louis Bromfield’s| If I was going to travel abroad, 
“The Rains Came,” Franz Werfel’s I would stick this book in my 
“The Song of Bernadette’ and grip right next to my language 
Zsolt Harsanyi’s “Hungarian Rhap- dictionary and travelers checks. 


sody.”” Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Charm’s Facelift Adler-Draper Clinical Report 
Charm magazine will undergo _— E. J. Kahn, Jr., has an exhaus- 
a compléte policy re-orientation tive report on the Larry Adler- 
beginning with its August issue, Paul Draper libel suit against Mrs. 


John T. McCullough, of Green- 
wich, Conn., in the April 15 issue 
of the New Yorker. In a docu- 
mented defense of the performers, 


according to its new editor, Helen 
Valentine. Instead of its present 
slant toward the business girl, the 
Street & Smith monthly will be 


aimed at “the woman who works,” Kahn says that “except in the 
including married women with jobs Hearst papers, the McCullough- 
~——an older, more mature audience. Adler-Draper dispute has been 
Editorial shift will also mean handled in the news columns in 


fairly moderate and dispassionate 
‘fashion, but it has been dwelt up- 
on with unprecedented eagerness 
and voluminousness” by four col- 
umnists—Westbrook Pegler, Igor 
Cassini, George Sokolsky and Bill 
Cunningham. He lists a number 
of 
nists were in error. 

Piece also includes an account 
of the part the columnists played 
in the protests against Draper's 
appearance on CBS-TV’s “Toast of 
the Town,” 


broadening Charm from a fashion 
mag to a service publication, cov- 
ering films, records, books, places 
to go, housekeeping and cosmetics, 
as well as clothes. 

Reason for the switch the 
growing number of women with 
jobs (16,500,000), and Charm will 
attempt to boost circulatfon from 
its present 600,000 to 1,000,000. 
Mag has been staffed with a new 
group of editors, including man- 
aging editor Andree Vilas, art di- 
rector Cipe Pineles, fashion editor 


is 





Eleanore Hillebrand Bruce and/' 
holtisekeeping editor Charlotte 
Adams. CHATTER 


Fortnight mag moved from its 
old quarters in downtown Los An- 
geles to new offices in Hollywood. 

Cameron Shipp completed his 
biography of Lionel Barrymore 
and is doing a yarn on Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 

Chi Trib-N. Y. News’ cocktailery 
for the publishers during their 
,N. Y. convention next Wednesday 
(26) at the Ritz. 


Michener Saga Starts 

First Pacific article by James A. 
Michener, author of “Tales of the 
South: Pacific,” appears in the May 
Holiday, out today (Wed.). Author 
retraced his wartime steps in the | 
past year,’ fiving 40,000 miles by | 
air on an eight-month tour, re- 
visiting the islands he covered dur- 


ing the recent war. First piece ; “ae , Mi i 

is a fictional one, debunking the | ,.Maty Martin's article, “My First 
South Sea Island idvll Year in ‘South Pacffic, rinted in 
" ‘ 2 fete the N. Y. Times April 2, will be 


This precedes a series of eight 
articles on visits to actual islands, 
the first being on Fiji, running in 
the June issue. Michener is back 
in the U. S. now, and lecturing. 


reprinted by Readers Digest. 
.ouis Untermeyer and Ralph E. 
Shikes collabbing on an anthology 
of the “Best Humor of 1949-50,” 
to be published by Holt this fall. 
May issue of Coronet magazine 


Kilian Libel Suit Nixed out Friday (21), will-carry an ar- 


A jury verdict was returned fn ticle titled. “The Strange Career 
Common Pleas Court, Philadel- pa ‘Madeleine Carroll i Mees) 
phia, against Col. James A. Kilian. Hughes ‘ ; 
who sought $500,000 in a libel suit azelihelt CG: Gaden resigned 


against Doubleday Publishing Co.., 
as the distributor of “The Purple 
Testament,” a book describing 
conditions at the Lichfield prison 
camp in England, during the war. 


from 20th-Fox’s homeoffice story 
department to become editor-in- 
chief of the trade department of 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 

Maurice Zolotow’s hep piece on 


Kilian was courtmartialed in : : 
The Lambs in current Satéve- 
August, 1946, and fined $500 on post titled “All-Star Hangout.” 


charges growing out of brutality 
to American prisoners at the Lich- 
field camp. In his suit, he con- 
tended the conditions described in 
the book took place after his tour 
of duty there (March 1, '44 to Jan. 
18, °45), and that none of the 
events described occurred while 
he was camp commander. 

A similar suit against Stackpole 
Sons, Inc., of Harrisburg, Pa., pub- 
lishers of the book, was denied by 
a jury in U. S. District Court, in 
January, 1949. 


erous quotage in the piece. 

Dorothy Blanchard, Linsey Dur- 
and and Jim Reid appointed as a 
committee in Hollywood to pro- 
mote better relations between the 
major film studios and the fan 
mags. 

*“‘Make Haste to Live,” mystery 
novel written by Mildred and Gor- 
don Gordon, is the April selection 
of the Crime Club and the June 
choice of the Unicorn Book Club. 
Doubleday is publishing. 

Cecelia Ager. ex-VARIETY mug- 
gess. now on the first lap of her 
ad lib roving reporter assignment 
through Europe, house-guesting 
with the Nunnally Johnsons in 
London, her first stopoff. 

Francis MacManus, : general fea- 
tures head of Radio Eireann, has 
authored “The Fire in the Dust,” 
a novel just published in Ireland 
by the Talbot Press and in Eng- 
land by Jonathan Cape. It’s his 
13th. 

Limited Editions Club will mark 
ifs 21st anni May 11 by establish- 


5th Annual Poe Awards 

Mystery writers of America to- 
morrow (Thurs.) will distribute its 
fifth annual Edgar Allan Poe 
Awards for outstanding achieve- 
ments in the crime entertainment 
fields at a dinner to be held at 
the Henry Hudson hotel, N. Y. 
Winners, who will be named by 
a poll of MWA members, will re- 
ceive busts of Poe. 

Some 28 nominations have been 
made for the awards. Accolades 
will be handed out in six different 


categories. These include mystery ing annual awards in the “fine 
novels, mystery short stories, fact- books” field. Prize statuettes will 
crime writing, criticism in the mys- be tagged “Aldus,” after “Aldus 


Manutius, the 16th century Vene- 
tian printer. 

Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer’s 
“Chicago Confidential” has climbed 
to third position on the N. Y. 
Times’ non-fiction best-seller list. 
Book would show up better, but 
list doesn’t take into consideration 
the heavy concentration of sales in 
Chi and the midwest. 

May issue of Holiday is almost 


tery field, mystery motion picture 
and radio mystery program. 


Dick Joseph’s OK Travelog Book 
“Your Trip Abroad” by Richard 
Joseph (Doubleday; $2.95) is writ- 
ten by the travel editor of Es- 
quire, who is also president of the 
Travel Writers Association. A 
working newspaperman, who -vis- 
ited 35 countries after the war, 
he must certainly know what he an al!-William Morris agency edi- 
is writing about. He tells you how tion. The 10°cery’s Helen Strauss 
to travel by boat, rai! and plane,| spotted pieces by ex-Yank editor 
lays out routes, hotels, restau-| Joe McCarthy on baseball; Helen 
rants; tells you what to pack and Eustis «Smith College); Elizabeth 
how, what to wear, what tips to| Janeway on herb cooking and 
give, what to eat and what to duck. | Michener’s yarn. 
He even tells you how to cut red! In the recent drop of the after- 
tape, and best of all he even fig- noon editions of the Chicago Sun- 
ures your budget—and how far Times, Ray Hunt, veteran bistro 


you can go and do on it. The reporter, and Felix Borowski, mu- 





instances in which the colum-' 


VARIETY'S Joe Laurie, Jr., gets gen- | 


sic critic, were among the 62 Guild 
members axed. Threatened walk- 
out by several employees fizzled 
' when the vast majority refused to 
take any action and the Chi local 
wouldn't go along with any meas- 
ure. 





House Reviews — 


Continued from page * 


(Chieago. Chi 
Jones version of “Cocktails For 
Two.” 

Gali Gali’s magic act is surefire. 
He pulls chicks out of his and two 
; subjects’ coats, burns dollar bills 
and recovers them inside of an 
orange, and does a shell-game with 
corks, eggs, and chicks, His use 
of two members of the audience 
gets good reaction. 

Edith Fellows and Tommy Dix 
are closer. Dix comes on for his 
trademark, “Buckle Down Win- 
socki.’’ Miss Fellows joins him for 
“Big Movie Show in the Sky,” 
which needs some polishing. Pair 
do fine version of “Dearie” that 
includes some strong bits on Harry 
Lauder and; Eva Tanguay. Close 
with solid medley from “South 
Pacific’ for neat returns. 

Louis Basil Orch backs nicely. 

Chan. 











Olympia, Miami 
Miami, April 16. 
Frank Faylen, Bonnie Baker, 
Dave Barry, Nathan Bros., The 
Crawfords, Les Rhode House Orch: 
“Dear Wife” (Par). 





Spotty layout here currently is 
bolstered for overall aud satisfac- 
tion by Bonnie Baker and Dave 
Barry. 

Topliner Frank Faylen gets over 
with the usual Hollywoodian canto, 
via some fairish material and an 
amiable approach. 

Miss Baker wisely departs from 
the expected and slyly satirizes her 
former clicks, such as “Oh, John- 
ny” and adds to build up with in- 
tro of a young drummer, who beats 
skins in expert fashion to back- 
ground a couple of newer numbers. 
Offs to solid mitting. 

Barry walks off with top ap- 
plause in a much improved act 
since last here. Material is sharply 
angled for maximum laughs. Im- 
| pressions are sock as ever, and top- 
per, of course, is his “Mr. Ripple” 
character from radio. Clicks ali the 
way. 

Tap routines of the Crawfords 
is standard, for neat response. The 
Nathans do acros to own musical 
accomps (violin and mandolin) for 
gasps and giggles. Les Rhode 
house orch does okay on the back- 
groundings. Lary. 


KRKO-Orpheum, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, April 15. 
Four Evans, Hank Siemon with 


+ 





Archie, Albins (2), Bob Dupont, 
Keaton & Armfield, Ben Yost. 
White Guards (5), Artie Dann, 


Gautier’s Steeplechase, Niek Fran- 
cis & RKO Orch (11); “Blue Grass 
of Kentucky” (Mono). 


With it formidable lineup of rec- 
ognized acts that rate high in their 
particular lines, this RKO unit 
show hits the spot. Undoubtedly 
one of the better units, it’s well cal- 
culated to hold those vaudeville 
fans which already have been cor- 
ralled during the present campaign 
and to gain new converts. 

Nick Francis, on the pit podium. 
keeps show moving in the custom- 
ary speedy fashion. Following 
lively overture. the Four Evans. 
mother, dad, sister and brother, 
give boff demonstrations of various 
solo and ensemble hoofing. 

Hank Siemon, one of the better 
ventros. cops laughs with his sly 
lip manipulations, patter and utili- 
zation of two stooges from audience 
as dummies for amusing demon- 
strations. There are even more 
laughs on tap during the dance 
travesties of the Albins who, in ad- 
dition to their burlesque proclivi- 
ties, toss in some thrilling whirls 
and spins for good measure. 

While not discarding his apple 
trick and the best of his other rou- 
tines, Bob Dupont, slick juggler. 
also introduces some new feats that 
afford further demonstration of his 
exceptional skill. In an out-of-the- 
ordinary act that clicks neatly, the 
femme of Keaton & Armfield grad- 
ually transforms herself from a 
grotesquely dame into a glamor 
girl, comicalities and song going 
along with the makeup wizardry. 

Ben Yosts White Guards, male 
singing group, contrib rousing solo 
and ensemble vocalizing on musi- 
comedy medlies and snatches of 
grand opera for customer enjoy- 
ment. Risibilities get a good work- 
out as Artie Dann, one of the bet- 
ter of the new young comedians, 
‘makes his proboscis pay off for 
laughs. Gautier’s “Steeplechase” 
retains its place among the top ani- 
mal acts with the ponies and 
/pooches put through tricks that stir 
merriment. A well-filled lower floor 
‘at show caught. Rees. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 


By Frank Scully 








+ 
* 
Hollywood, April 16. 
Though I am no longer running for the lieutenant governorship of 
California, I am not running for second base either. I might have had 
a chance against the gubernatorial goobers but with Jackie Robinson 


op second base, particularly now that he is equipped with added dialog 


by Lawrence Taylor and Arthur Mann and the polished direction of 
Al Green, I'm afraid I wouldn’t have a chance even if I beat the throw. 

In Hollywood I watched some of the shooting on this hot biograph- 
ical item. It was a terrific conflict between biz and art. Branch Rickey, 
the real Branch Rickey, was in Florida at the time. Robinson and 
Mann were in Hollywood. Rickey wanted the producers to cut to the 
chase and let him have his star ball player. The producers kept prom-~ 
iffig him from day to day that they’d be through shooting any day 
now. Minor Watson was playing the screen version of Rickey. He 
was told not to listen to the real Rickey’s dialog as it came in over 
the phone because it would only confuse him. 

Mort Briskin and Bob Smith were hopping all over the stage trying 
to hurry things along, but the picture biz is funny that way. You can 
hurry just so fast. Beyond that, snafu. 

‘Reading From Left te Right’ 

While the crew was straightening out one of these fouled-up situa- 
tions, | got to talking with Jackie. But before I could get very far, 
Hank Fine thought it would be nice to take a photograph of Robinson 
and Scully and send it to Marty Dickstein of the Brooklyn Eagle, on 
account Jackie Robinson works for Brooklyn and my mother was born 
there. Besides. I have a kid who goes to UCLA, and Jackie Robinson 
was a star in football and baseball at that southern branch of the U. of 
California long before Branch Rickey knew that Jackie’s middle name 
was Roosevelt and that a Roosevelt was running for governor of Cali- 
fornia. You see how all this ties up? 

They took the picture and I looked at Jackie and he looked at me 
on account it’s strictly Three Eye League to look at the camera. But I 
could see he was not very good at hamming it up, and he could see I 
was worse. Even so, Marty Dickstein should have used the picture 
because Jackie batted .342 last season and fielded .981, and I have a 
book coming out this summer and need the publicity, too. Besides, 
Eagle-Lion is releasing the picture and that’s at least half a plug for 
the Brooklyn Eagle. 

Didn’t Dickstein Catch Pictures, Too? 

Of course, a lot of things Jackie did wouldn't particularly interest 
such a provincial bunch as the Brooklyn Eagle’s readers but Marty 
Dickstein shouldn't forget that I went to Bryant high school, which he 
once attended also, and that Bryant rolled up the highest score in 
interscholastic basketball this year, something like 110 points against 
some clunks whose name eludes me, and | was captain of a Bryant 
basketball team in my time. All this ought to have some bearing on 
the publishing of that picture. 

I realize no Dodger fan could possibly be interested in the fact that 
it was Tony Lazzeri who got Jackie a job in a ball park selling hotdogs 
and chasing flies (in the outfield, not off the hotdogs). Neither would 
they care to know that Jackie’s: brother was the Jesse Owens of his 
time and while a student at Oregon ‘which is not exactly in Flatbush) 
set a world’s record of 20.7 in the 220. 

Met His Wife at UCLA 

1f Jackie had wooed a Brooklyn doll I guess the story would have 
picked up local interest, but the truth is he met the gal he married 
while at UCLA. She was an honor student, specializing in nursing, and 
her name was Rachel Isum. Jackie was averaging 12 yards each time 
he carried the ball in those days. He starred in basketball, baseball, 
tennis and track as well. He once jumped 25 feet, six inches, which 
would be good even for a guy from Erasmus Hall. 

In the army he worked up from a private to a lieutenant, which 
was not unusual. Lots of guys from Breoklyn did that. Of course, if 
he had been far-seeing he would have married Rachel Isum in Brooklyn 
instead of L.A., but how did he know that Branch Rickey was going to 
give Jim Crow a one-way pass out of the Brooklyn ballpark? 

He was plaving with Satchel Paige and Josh Gibson on the Kansas 
Cit? Monarchs when it happened and making $100 a week as the first 
string shortstop. Clyde Sukeforth ‘that’s the guy played by Billy 
Wayne in the picture) saw him play a night game in Chicago and 
brought him to Branch Rickey. Rickey has since learned that in a lot 
of places Brooklyn is not America. but by the time Jackie, Jr., and his 
little sister have reached the voting age perhaps the difference be- 
tween black and white will all have been considered more old hat than 
black and white in television once color comes in, 

By 1950 Jackie Robinson, Sr., had parlayed that C to nearer 100G. 
Branch Rickey was paying him $35,000 a year and between the Jock’s 
piece in his own picture and the various byproducts of fame, if he 
doesn't gross $100,000 a year he simply isn't taxed right. 

Is There a McCarthy In the Stands? 

Some subversive character has been sending me the real story be- 
hind the Rickey-Robinson deal, the authentic dialog included. But I 
prefer what Lawrence Taylor and Arthur Mann have put together. 
Besides, in the chaos which passes for order around my typewriter I 
have lost the subversive documents. Maybe Madman McCarthy, the 
Wisconsin rep wrecker, has them. Maybe he has scene 149 of the 
shooting script which bears the ominous word, “Omitted.” 

According to the script, the first words between Rickey and Robinson 
were: “You got a girl, Jackie?” Jackie taken by surprise said he didn't 
know. Rickey asked him what did he mean, he didn’t know? 

“Well ...uh... traveling all the time,” confessed Jackie, 
writing as often as I should, I think I still have a girl.” 

Oh, so you don’t believe that was the first thing they talked about? 
Well, does this sound more plausible? 

Rickey: You know, a boxscore is really democratic, Jackie. It doesn't 
say how big you are, or how your father voted in the last election. or 
what church you attended. It just tells what kind of a ball player you 
were that day. t) 

Jackie: Isn't that what counts? 

Rickey: It’s all that ought to count. Maybe some day it’s all that 
will count. That’s why I brought you here, Jackie. To see if we can 
make a start in that direction. It will take a lot of courage. . 

This Sotnds Like the McCoy 

I like, too, a piece of dialog that goes something like this: 

Rickey: You think you've got the guts to play the game? No matter 
what happens? They’ll shout insults at you... they’ll come into vou 
spikes first... they’ll throw at vour head. 

Jackie: They've been throwing at my head for a long time. Mr. 
Rickey. 

Rickey: Suppose I'm a player. 
suppose I collide with you at second base. 
dirty black so-and-so.” What would you do? 

Jackie: Mr. Rickey, do you want a ball player who's afraid to fight 
back? 

Rickey: I want a ball plaver with guts enough not to fight back. 
You've got to do this job with base hits, stolen bases and fielding ground 
balis, Jackie, nothing else. Now I’m playing against you in the World 
Series and I'm hot-headed. I want to win that game. So I go into 
spikes first and you jab the ball in my ribs. The umpire says, “Out: 
I flare. All I see is your face. That black face, Right on top of me. 
So I haul off and I punch you right in the cheek. What do you do? 

Jackie: Mr. Rickey. Ive got two cheeks. 

Rickey: Good. 

It may rot have been the way it happened but it's a good deal more 
plausible than the dialog of “Jolson Sings Again.” 


“and not 


In the heat of an important game, 
When I get up I say, “You 








VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 19, 1950 





a. 


CHATTER 
|(14) for the diskjocks in honor of 
| George Shearing, whose combo is 


Br y ‘starred at the vauder. 


James Mason enroute to Italy on | ""\y..4; pavis will share the i- 
the Ile de France to make a film |, with his brother-in-law Pierre 
there. seduces 'Monteux, at the San Francisco 
Hacker & Jarvis, industry Symphony's concert honoring 
CPA’s, changed firm name tO Monteux’s 75th birthday. ; 
Samuel Hacker & Co. Two ovaventians, cap dmericam 

ida, RCA Victor a. & r. Chemists iety an e Ameri- 

MB sold his Philly home and can reg td ia hos i ares 
t e in Roslyn, | brought 4 males to town an 
a ens ee eee proved a terrific hypo to niteries 


Jerry Katz, theatre and TV book- Monday through Thursday last 


er for General Artists Corp., re- week. 
covering from an appendicitis at- 
tack. 

Circus Saints & Sinners begin a 


Paris 





hree-day national convention at , 
tg Waldorf - As.ioria tomorrow ; By Maxime de Beix , 
(Thurs.). (33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 


‘ok flew to Europe Sat- Mrs. Arthur Loew through Paris. | 

BP 3) for a 10-day scouting John Hersey in town for a look- | 
in for talent in London, Paris see. 

pen a Leon Godofsky 


vacationing in| 
Bob Hawk, radio comedian and town. 


emcee, and vaude impressionist A agg Ornsteins in Paris for 
Surope las ickie. 

‘ de Lyon off to Europe last &@ qu 

ad on the Caronia. Florence K. Barr of MPA soon 


out of hospital. 


nis e e, William . 
Clare Boothe Luc Yves Montand opening at plush) 


Rogers Herod and Parker McCol- ! | 
is lected to board of directors Baccara nitery. ' | 
ON. ‘Y. Philharmonic-Symphony. Jean Sablon opening at the The- | 

Unveiling of the monument to atre De L’Etoile. rN 
Jack Kapp, prexy-founder of Dec- Duke Ellington recitaling at 
ca Records, on Sunday (16) at Palais De Chaillot. — 
Edith Piaf breaking records at 


{ope cemetery in West- - | 
ae _ the ABC Music Hall. 
Charles Simonelli, Universal’s| Stan Laurel in town to prepare 


xploitation chief, lecturing tomor- a Franco-Italian two-version pic. | 
rt (Thurs.) at the University of | Waldo Mayo ogling French doc- 
Pennsylvania on film publicity and umentaries for possible purchase. | 
promotion. Jimmy Davis moving over to the | 
Mickey Rooney in from the Port D’Attache at Place Blanche. | 
Coast today (Wed.) to guest on Gregory Peck in town for ex-| 
several radio shows. He recently teriors on “Captain Hornblower.” | 
completed “Freddie the Great” for| Michel Simon back to the thea- 
Columbia. ve after several years in Frig-| 
Came that freak snow rac. ~ 
last Friday and Al Jolson went The Eugene Van Dees throwing | 
the next day, right back to Palm ge sl ol for producer renee 
Springs. j *, he’s due back | PookKbinder. 
i May. “a sae to "tebe Adolphe Osso off to the States | 
Both Matty Fox, Universal Picts for huddles on his pic, “Le Grand | 
veepee, and Jack Forrester, ex- Rendezvous. - oa 
musicomedy juvenile, turned Wall _ Leslie Schweitzer catching 
Streeter, in Indonesia on interna- French plays for possible State-| 
tional financial deals, but sepa- side production. | 
rately. William Wyler in from Germany | 
Joseph Curtis expects to be dis- | for the opening of his pic, “The 
charged from the New York hos- | Heiress,” which received sock re-| 
ital within a couple of weeks fol-  ViEws. . 
Gieine convalescence from a heart; Paris to be completely lit up 
attack. Curtis is an exec with; once a week starting in May to 
Weiss & Geller ad agency. ag gg tourists their money’s | 
Jan Peerce, Helen Jepson, Wil- | Worth. , 
liam Kapell and Zino Francescatti| , Claude Autant-Lara, director of | 
will perform in the “Music Under | “Devil In The Flesh,” starting on | 
the Stars” concert at Ebbets Field, | 4 Pi¢ with a conscientious objector | 
Saturday, June 3, to aid the, theme. ; ; = 
American Fund for Israel Institu-|, The Francois Premier studios | 
tions. being torn down to make way for 
Ella Raines, starring in “Phan- Ta to service Coca-Cola 
poe NBULTV show anat bnday | Michel de Ghelderode’s “Force 
(24), returns to the Coast the fol-| des Tenebres” to be done this fall 
lowing day to appear in an inde- | by Jean Louis Barrault, and may- 
endently produced picture for Ed |e in English by Orson Welles. 
even. a ee 
Frances Hawkins, who left Flair 
mag as associate editor to go back | 
to her post as manager of N. Y. 
City Ballet Co., returned last week By Les Rees 
from England, where she’d gone. Clifton Fadiman here for lec- 
to ink contracts for the troupe’s ture. 
British tour this summer. | Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Lucia Chase of Ballet Theatre, Mindy Carson. 
was kudosed as “Woman of the Tex Beneke into Prom Ballroom 
Month” last night (Tues.) by the for one-nighter. 
American Woman's Assn. at the | Annual Sports, Travel and Boat 
Barclay hotel, N. Y. She's first |Show, at Auditorium for 10 days, 
woman in the field of ballet so broke attendance records. 
honored by the organization. | Wrestling card at St. Paul 
Alan Corelli, exec secretary of Auditorium, featuring Gorgeous _ 
Theatre Authority, tagged as hon- George, drew $10,000 gate. | 
or guest by Cinema Lodge of B’nai| Curly’s 
B'rith for the group’s presidents’ impersonators’ revue which ran) 
dinner, Tuesday (25) at the Hotel six months to capacity biz last year. | 
Astor when Albert A. Senft will) “Madwoman of Chaillot’ and) 
take over as prez from Saul E. “Death of a Salesman” only re-| 
Rogers. maining bookings for the Lyceum. | 
Burton (Bud) Benjamin, RKQ- Mel Torme and Jean Carroll, | 
Pathe film producer, and his wifé, both playing return engagements, 
Arleen, editor with the Literary | follow Peggy Lee into Club Car- | 
Guild, sailed for Europe over the nival Thursday (20). 
weekend for a one-month com-; Cover charge goes back on at) 
bined vacation and business trip. Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace | 
Benjamin will o.o. likely shorts next week with Lou Holtz’s en-| 
material during the trek. gagement.. Kay Thompson and | 
Helen Hayes, Canada Lee, Wal-| Victor Borge, who last played the | 
ter Abel, Peggy Conklin, Dorothy Hotel Radisson Flame Room, are | 
Gish, Timmie Rogers, Ethel set for repeats there. 
Waters, Kent Smith and Juanita ee 
Hall are among those scheduled to ' 
appear at the Negro Actors Guild | 
ball being held Friday (21) at the | 
Savoy ballroom in Harlem. | 


flurry 


Minneapolis 





San Francisco 


| By Ted Friend | 
| Muggsy Spanier a click at Club 


Philadelphia | Hangover. 


| Leonard Lyons column, newest 
By Jerry Gaghan _ Chronicle feature. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra men| Dorothy Kay Friend out of hos- 

are voting on whether they want Pital after surgery. 

to be paid weekly, or bi-weekiy . Arthur H. Hayes, CBS exec, to 

next season. New York for home office huddies. | 

Harold Davis, of CBS sales staff, Kirsten Flagstad returns to 
in New York, is at his home in| Opera House for two sellout con-| 
Springfield, Delaware County, re-| certs. 
cuperating from a heart attack. Town's newest literary mag, | 

Marian Morgan, former Harry “Comprehension,” hit the stands 
James vocalist and Joan Craw-| last week. 
ford’s new protege, opened as a| Rosita Serrano at Venetian Room | 
single Monday (17) at the Rendez-| of the Fairmont hotel. Joe Reich- 
vous. man at Mark Hopkins. 

Arthur Lee Simpkins, currently Irving Lehrer, former Gotham) 
at the Latin Casino, has signed to| flack, new publicity and advertis- 
head an all-Negro troupe,-the first | ing head for Brooks Camera. 
to appear in London’s Palladium. Geary street hopping with Hol-| 
in mid-June. lywood troupe headed by Bette 

MGM Records and the Earle | Davis ensconced at Curran theatre | 
Theatre staged a cocktail party | for shooting of “All About Eve.” j 








bringing back female‘ 


London 


Lew Grade to Italy on biz trip 
for a few days. 
The Sydney Box’s left for 


France on the first leg of their | 


year’s vacation. 

Nicholas Bela to New York on 
the Nieuw Amsterdam on biz, and 
will be away four to five weeks. 

Gracie Fields sailed on the 
Queen Mary Saturday (15) having 
completed 26 half-hour radio pro- 
grams for Radio Luxembourg. | 

Val Parnell is dickering with 
Peter Lind Hayes and his wife, 
Mary Healy, for a four-week head- 
line session at the London Palla- 
dium this summer. 

Anne Crawford, now starring in 


'one of the “Trio” series, the joint | 


Rank-Paramount production, off 
to Hollywood next month on vaca- 
tion on her first trip. 

Zoltan Korda off to South 
Africa for 15 days exterior shoot- 
ing of his picture, “Cry the Be- 
loved Country.” Returns to finish 
interior lensing in London. 

Dulcie Gray and Michael Deni- 
son have left cast of “Queen Eliza- 
beth Slept Here,” to be replaced 
by two other film stars, Jimmy 
Hanley and Rosalyn Boulter. 

Calgary Bros. return to England 
after 11 years in America to be 
featured in “Aqua Parade,” which 
stars Buster Crabbe, opening at 
Wembley Stadium in August. 

Anthony Steele inked for the 
romantic lead-in the 20th-Fox 
British production “The Mudlark,” 
which starts at Shepperton next 
month with Irene Dunne starring. | 

Robert Henderson is producing 
new play by the author of “Tup- 
pence Coloured,’ Laurier Lister, | 
for Jack de Leon at the “Q” thea- | 
tre, May 2, and if a hit it comes | 
to the West End. 

Having launched “Madame Tic- 
Tac,” Terence De Marney Produc- | 
tions has a new play based on life 
of actor Edmund Kean for which | 


it is negotiating with Trevor 
Howard to play lead. 
Moishe Halevi, director of 


OHEL theatre, Tel Aviv, planed 
into London from Rome Thursday | 
(13) to finalize arrangements for 
company’s season at the Scala 
theatre, opening May 22. 

Robert Ayres, American lead in| 
“The Gentle People,” staged at the | 
Embassy theatre Thursday (13), | 
started film same day titled “Re- | 
turn From Darkness” for Ex-| 
clusive Films, in which he costars” 
with Christine Norden. 

Leads from the Broadway pro- 
duction of “Touch and Go,” which 


Bernard Delfont is putting on at | 


the Prince of Wales, May 19, have 
arrived in town. They include 
Jonathan Lucas, Helen Gallagher, 
David Lober, 
the Debonairs. 

Although Linnit 


story of their deal with Music 
Corp. of America, understood deal 
involved $700,000 (£250,000), with 
MCA becoming majority owners of 
L&D’s shares. Company will still 
carry on in its original name, with 
entire staff staying put. 


Germany 


By George F. Gaal 
Wolfgang Liebeneiner directing 

a new pic for Real Film. 
A new 1,200-seater firstrun the- 

atre opened in Frankfurt. 
The newly-formed Arena Film 
company started shooting its first 


“Maria From Bahia” still going 
strong as Germany's No. One hit 
ong. 

The Luebeck State theatre re- 
ceived a 575,000 marks ($135,000) 
appropriation. 

Franz Lehar’s “Frasquita”’ 
preemed with great success at 
the Metropol, in Berlin. 

Gustav Froehlich directing 
“Murderers Without Murder,” lat- 
est Junge Film Union pic. 

Two new Junge Film Union pix, 


| “This Man Belongs To Me” and 


“13. Under One 
preemed shortly. 

Director Helmut Weiss formed 
own independent company, Or- 
lando Film, and starts production 
soon with “Talent for Luck,” a 
comedy. 

First Dornas Film 


Hat,” to be 


production, 


| “Two in One Suit,” now in produc- 


tion in Munich. Pic stars Olga 
Tschehowa, Wolf  Albach-Retty 
and Joe Stoeckel. 
_ Pathe Film (London and Paris) 
signed a longterm exchange con- 
tract with the new 
German newsreel company, Neue 
Deutsche Wochenschau. 
_A Soviet film version of Eme- 
rich Kalman’s “Tsardas Princess” 
preemed in Berlin. Pic is di- 
rected by A. W. Iwanowskij and 
has a strong political slant. 
“The Pirates of Capri,” “Twelve 


O’Clock High,” “My Foolish 
Heart,” “Whirlpool,” “The  In- 
spector General” and “Bagdad” 


are latest releases at the Army’s | 


theatre circuit. 
Union Film of Munich signed 


Kaye Ballard and | 


and Dunfee | 
still persist in denying VARIETY’s | 


independent | 


an exclusive three-year contract 
for products of the newly-formed 
Austrian ete ay of Paula Wes- 
sely. Wessely is “scheduled to 
make two pix per year. 

| Zarah Leander’s first postwar 
pic, “Gabriela” (Real Film), to be 
preemed this month. Pic also 
stars Vera Moinar, Carl Rad- 
datz and Siegfried Breuer. Geza 
Cziffra directed; Gyula Trebitsch 
is producer. 


- Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


| Dorothy Shay bringing landof- 
| fice biz to Hotel Statler’s Embassy 
| Room. 

Stan Kenton orch in for a one 
niter at Uline’s Arena Monday 
(17) night. , 

Myrna Loy and Jinx Falkenburg 
amongst week’s visitors, both on 
charity stints. 

Faye Emerson, a regular here 
these days, checked into Hotel 
Mayflower over week end. 

John Mason Brown, drama critic, 
due in next month for his annual 
stint for the Frontier Nursing 
Service. e* 

Clare Boothe Luce and Anita 
Colby due in town Saturday to at- 
tend a dinner honoring Catholic 
U’s Father Hartke for his contribu- 
tion to college theatre. 

Kick off for town’s Sesqui Cen-. 
tennial past week featured talents 
of following: — George Murphy, 
Edward Arnold, Gladys Swarthout, 








' Ann (“Miss Liberty”) Crowley, Met 
| star Lucille Manners, and singers 


Irra Petina, William Warfield and 
Muriel Rahm. 


Chivelesa 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Nick D*‘Amico band and Jackie 
Green at Hollenden’s Vogue Room. 

Elmer Wiener, here to aid Hal 
Miskell on bally for Met Opera’s 
season at Public Hall. 
: Ted Miclau, owner of Ted's Lat- 
in Casino, negotiating a buyer, 
with $45,000 as asking price. 

Henry George, co-owner of Cab- 


|in Club, taking his orch to Akron’s 


Mayflower hotel for four-week run. 
Audrey Wood, N. Y. play-agent, 
here to inspect Jo (Ruth Seid) Sin- 
clair’s new anti-racial bias drama, 
“Long Moment,” at Play House. 
Chuck Forsythe’s unit starting 
series of Dixieland Sunday ses- 


| Sions at Main Street clup, with 


| Bill Randall of WERE as emcee. 

| Legit Hanna dark until May 8, 
|'when Sol Heller, Cleveland pro- 
ducer, brings in Bert Wheeler in 
|““A Policeman's Lot” for pre-Broad- 
| way preem. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Don Cornell returns to Carousel 
on Monday (24). 
Rowena Rollins, 
Carousel this week. 
Harold Lloyd coming here on 
May 19 for big Shrine shindig. 
Vic Damone back at Copa to 
headline second anniversary show. 





headlining at 


Harris Amusement Co. after an 
operation. 

Marilyn Cantor headlines new 
floor show opening Friday (21) at 
the Monte Carlo. 

_Bob Hope booked for two eve- 
ning shows at Syria Mosque, May 8 
|for May Beegle Concerts. 
| Vinee Boylan, 
|off to Columbus, O., to be house 
| Singer at Gayety Theatre. 
| “Stars ’n’ Skates” ice revue. 
| with Jo Barnum, into the Terrace 

Room for couple of weeks. 

Lucy Edwards, accompanist for 
| Savoyards, off for England where 
She'll continue her musical studies. 
|  Radio’s Cleda Clark, who lost a 
| foot when hit by a train, has gone 
|} home te Steubenville, O., to con- 
| Valesce. 
|_ Biller Bros. Circus with Ken 
| Maynard coming here, May 17-21 
\for Kiwanis Club of Wilkinsburg 
charities. 
| 








Chicago 


|. Metro producer George Sidney | 


| in with wife, Lillian, to visit rela- 
| tives. ; 

| Virginia McElhinney, Black- 
; Stone theatre treasurer, resigning 
/to open a ticket agency. 

| Producer Collier Young in to 
| visit his brother, William Young, 
|; an advertising exec here. 


|. Sereenwriter Virginia Kellogg 
in for publicity huddles on her 
latest Warner pic, “Caged.” 

Ruth— Chatterton will address 
the Chicago Sun-Times Book and 
Authors luncheon, May 3 at the 
Blackstone. 

Maurice Schwartz in ahead of 
opening of his “Riverside Drive,’ 
Thursday (20) at the Harris, to lec- 
ture in Chi synagogues. 

Marshall Migatz,, owner of 
Chevy Chase summer theatre, off 
‘to New York to pact cast and di- 
‘rector for May 25 opening. 





~ ton for 


John McGreevey back on job at | 


singing cabbie, | 


Hollywood 
A. Pam Blumenthal in from 


M.-Y. 

Shirley Powell parted with her 
.tonsils. 

Wanda Hendrix divorced Audie 
Murphy. 

Marie McDonald hospitalized in 
Santa Monica. 

Virginia Crews ‘Dunning  di- 
vorced Dodge Dunning. 

Buddy de Sylva back from a 
South American junket. 

Dan Daily to Denver for a stage 
' stint at the Fox theatre. 
| Chafles and Spyros Skouras to 
Mexico City on vacation. 
| Fred Sweeney celebrated his 
38th anniversary as an actor. 

Allan Jones booked for a vaude- 
ville tour of the British Isles. 

Walter. Pidgeon checked in at 
Metro after six months in England. 

Gordon Hollingshead observed 
his 25th anniversary with Warner 
Bros. 

Gregory Ratoff in 
three years of film 





town after 
directing in 


Italy. 

Hal Gary in town after 15 
months’ with “Oklahoma!” in 
Australia. 


Sid Rogell sent one of his Hol- 
lywood Booster buttons to Stephen 
S. Jackson. 

Olivia de Havilland to Washing- 
Women’s National Press 
Club award. 

Jerry Lewis opened a 
shop in Vine street, next 
Brown Derby. 

Kathryn Grayson settled a $5,- 
000 suit filed by her former agent, 
Murray Lazar. 

Howard Da_ Silva appointed 
| Coast rep for the N. Y. Neighbor- 
| hood Playhouse. 

Larry Parks laid up with virus 


camera 
to the 


X while “That Bedside Manner” 
shoots around him. 
Charles Laughton booked « for 


60 one-night stands in the mid- 
west, starting Sept. 10. 

Kathleen Ryan arrived from 
London for a role in Robert Still- 
man’s “The Sound of Fury.” 

Veda Ann Borg returned from 
Australia where she played a film 
role in “The Kangaroo Kid.” 

Tom Ewell and Tommy Cook 
planed to Manila for roles in “An 
American Guerrilla im the Philip- 
pines.” 

Broderick Crawford and Dean 
Jagger won the George Spelvin 
awards, presented annually by the 
_Masquers Club. 


Miami Beach 
By ‘Lary Solloway 


| Mother Kelly’s shuttered for 
| summer. 

| Park Avenue Club shuttering 
this week. 

| Walter Winchell back in town, 
at the Roney. 

; Martha Raye returns 
O'Clock Club in July. 

Isabel Austin, Roxy (N. Y.) tub 
_thumper, at the Delano for vacash. 

Loew's veepee Charlie Mosko- 
witz due in this week for annual 
, vacash. 

Dick Kallman, newest 
singer to hit here, at 
| hotel’s Shell-I-Mar Room. 

Gracie Barrie heads new show 
‘due at Five O’Clock Club. Jean 
Carroll is another possibility. 

Jack Goldman pacted successful 
Vagabonds — Jan Murray-Rose 
|Marie package for summer date. 
Jim Booth, head of Oriental 
| theatre, Chicago, planed back Sun- 
day (16) after scanning talent here. 

Ray Milland at the Kenilworth 
for several days after date with 
Ed (Archie) Gardner in Puerto 
| Rico. 

Alfred McCosker, former MBS 
_board chairman underwent appen- 
| dectomy last week, and is recup- 
‘ing at new home here. 

__ Nat Harris, former Latin (N. Y.) 
/Quarter manager, prepping a 
, swank eatery for next season. It’s 
‘in heart of Dade boulevard night- 
|club sector. 

| Barry Gray was given a shindig 
at the Lord Tarleton hotel Satur- 
day (15) on eve of departure for 
|N. Y. and gabber stint from Chan- 
‘dler’s Restaurant. 


to Five 


young 
Saxony 








| Vienna 
By ‘Emil W. Maass 

Ernst Deutsch inked by Salz- 
‘burg City theatre “for summer 
season. 


Composer Oskar Straus awarded 
/honorary ring of the city of Vien- 
'na_ on his 80th birthday. 
| Rohrau community council and 
|government of Lower’ Austria 
/bought birthhouse of Josef Haydn 
'for museum purposes. 

_ Vienna Little Theatre Work- 
shop, U. S. amateur stage group 
|here, produced Noel Coward's 
|“Hay Fever” in the Clam-Gallas 
| Palace. 

|. Sechoenbrunn Film inked Elfie 
|Mayerhofer and Curd Juergens 
| for “Kissing is no Sin,” a musical 
| pic containing song hits of the late 
composer Edmund Eysler. 





J. Russell Robinson seriously it}, 
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cies in restraint of trade. There is 
no freedom of competition‘ for 
product. Distrib has to take what 
ne can get because- he knows 
there’s no use offering his films to 
the fellow across the street. Lat- 
ter will invariably find that he has 
no dates available for films from a 


company that habitually deals with | 


his competition. 


Product-splitting is in some 


cases completely open and accept- | 
ed, but is generally by oral agree-| 
which none of. the parties | 
| ably will continue to function as is. | 
its 


ment 
will admit to but which is recog- 
nized by everyone involved. Dis- 
tribs have never been in position 
to beef about the practice, since 
they themselves were in a 
party to it and their affiliated 
chains were involved. 

Violation of the anti-trust laws 
is said to be rather easy to prove 
by both circumstantial and actual 
evidence and it is on that basis 
that Goldwyn and MacMillen went 
last week to Herbert Bergson, as- 
sistant attorney general in charge 
of anti-trust prosecutions. 

Loew’s and RKO in N. Y. 


On the circumstantial side, So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers has_ reportedly 
graphed New York bookings by 
the Loew and RKO circuits. Some 
distribs are repped by red crayon 
on the graph and others by blue. 
It is shown that there’s virtually 
never red-crayon product on the 
RKO side or blue-crayon on the 
Loew's side. 

MacMillen’s squawk had to do 
particularly with the New York 
situation, while Goldwyn was con- 
cerned with Fox-West Coast, against 
which he is now prepping a suit. 
While United Artists took no 4i- 
rect hand in _ last 
SIMPP is understood to have gar- 
nered considerable factual mate- 
rial from UA prexy Grad Sears. 
Sears claims that the Loew and 


RKO circuits operate under what | 


he calls “the Hotel Chatham agree- 
ment,”’ which he says was arrived 
at by top reps of the two chains at 
the Hotel Chatham, N. Y., in 1932. 
Sears is former general salesman- 
ager for Warner Bros. 

In addition to the product-split- 
ting, Goldwyn laid before the D. of 
J. evidence of collusive bidding in 
many areas. He is said to have 
numerous examples where circum- 
stantially, at least, it appears ob- 
vious that there is agreement 


among exhibs on who was to bid | 


for what product and how much. 
He claims that product divvying 
and collusive bidding can reduce 
the take on an important picture 
by the difference between profit 
and loss, and could be responsible 
for putting producers out of busi- 
ness. In some quarters it is said 
that the difference the practices 
make throughout the country 


might mean about $300,000 to an | 
| sical Artists) 
‘the terms of SAG's partnership 
/agreement and if we can get our 
view before them we can convince 
them of its practicality.” 


average picture. 

SIMPP has already made an 
effort to get an anti-product-split- 
ting clause included in the ruling 
of the New York federal court in 
the industry anti-trust case. 
posal was made too late, however, 
and was not included in the judg- 
ment recently handed down against 
Warner Bros., Metro and 20th-Fox. 

Plea was made by the Society to 
Bergson last December. On Jan. 9 
he indicated his interest by send- 
ing a note to U. S. Circuit Judge 
Augustus N. Hand, advising him 
that the Government would push 
for inclusion by the court in its 
judgment of the following para- 
graph prohibiting the defendant 
exhibs: 

“From consulting or agreeing 
expressly or impliedly with any 
competing exhibitor as to whether 
particular pictures shall be li- 
censed to particular exhibitors or 
as to whether the pictures of par- 


shall be licensed to particular ex- 
hibitors.” 

Bergson added in his note, in way 
of explanation: ‘It is with extreme 


reluctance that at this late date! 


we are advancing the above pro- 
posed additional provision. We 
have, however, been concerned for 
a long time over the point made by 
this court in its opinion of July 25, 
1949, that there was an absence of 
competition among the defendant 
exhibitors for the product of the 
various distributors; that is that 
the product of one distributor reg- 
ularly went to one of the defend- 
ant exhibitors and that the product 
of another distributor regularly 
went to another defendant exhib- 
itor in places where more than one 
defendant had theatres. The re- 


currence of complaints by  pro- 





Exhibs’ Pix Splitting 
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way | 


production. 


ithe can now to carry 


getting through 
sition of new product for the pe-| 


Sam Spiegel’s ‘Cost of Living, 


week’s beef, | 


to California. 


Pro-. 


ducers within the past few months 


| MARRIAGES 











Derothy Radnick to Vince Scott, 
Pittsburgh, April 15. He's on’ 
| WCAE staff. , 


| Betty Marie Sweitzer to Fredric 
| Shadley, St. Louis, April 15. He’s 


of this kind of stratification of the; the son of Ralph H. Shadley, | 


distribution of film product has led 


us to feel that the judgment in this | 


| Meadville, Pa, theatre owner. 
Margo Tyler to Eddie Moran, 


case should contain an injunction | Las Vegas, Feb. 26. He’s a screen | 


against the defendant exhibitors or 


Successors affecting such stratifica- | 


tion by collusion. 








Sears Reviews 
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Like most other TV distrib® 
problem is getting a sufficient sup- 
ply of good feature product. 
Other than that, Se&rs is under- 
stood to have reported to the board 
on his meeting in Washington last 
week with Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. officials in an effort to get 
Government aid in financing indie 
UA’s own product sit- 
uation is good, with enough pix in 
it through 


October. 
With five others in production, 
| editing or close to the starting 


line, distrib will have no trouble 
the vear. 
riod beyond that, however, has 
slowed down and = may 
troublesome if the financing situa- 
tion continues tight. 

Added to the slate last week was 
”? co- 
and Evelyn 


starring Van Heflin 


Keyes. It is now in production in 
Hollywood, with Jo Losey direct- 
ing. 





Acqui- | 


prove | 





 Schenck-20th 


Continued from page & 





In 1943 he became executive head 


|of production, the post he will re- | 


linquish July 1. 
In the original merger. Schenck, 


Zanuck and Goetz.were giv2n 50° 
'of the common stock in the 20th- 
| Fox company while the Fox Film 
| Corp. 
the rest of the shares, plus $39,- 
000,000 in preferred stock because 
of 
the National Theatres circuit. 
other angle was that 20th Century 
received $5,800,000 
| stock as payment for the complet- 


stockholders were allotted 


the 49° interest Fox held in 


ed pictures it brought into the 
| merger. 
Schenck will remain in Miami 


until May 6, when he will return 





Reagan Appeal 


Continued from page 2 


“don't really know 


Two key issues which divide 


TVA and the screen unions are: | 
(1) SAG’s position that it should ne- | 
| gotiate for vidpix and TVA handle 
‘live tele negotiations, with the re- 
the 


becoming 
partnership; 


sulting contracts 


property of the and 


(2) TVA’s plan for settling dead- 


locks between east and west by 
joint membership meetings on the 
basis of a 75°o membership vote. 
SAG considers the latter formula 


“inequitable because TVA’s mem-| 
‘bership outnumbers ours and it is) 


like settling differences between 


‘the U. §S. and Switzerland on the’ 


basis of a population vote.” 


George Heller. TVA national ex-. 


feels that the 


“truly 


ecutive secretary, 
TVA _ proposal is 


in TV will truly represent 
wishes” of performers affected. 

TVA spokesmen said they did 
not feel Reagan's pitch would cut 
any ice with Equity. 


TVA jurisdiction over vidpix 
will mean nothing, 
the 4A’s seven members are 


heads of TVA wearing 


cide their collective bargaining 
representatives and the screen 
thespers “will back the SAG, 


which has been repping them for 


all these years.” 


An- | 


in preferred | 


To date he has dis- 
| posed of the major portion of his | 
| 20th-Fox holdings and will unload | 
ithe rest of it before July 1. 





+ 


demo-| 
‘eratic” and “assures not only ade- 
ticular producers or distributors quate representation for all con- 
cerned, but will also guarantee that 
‘the wages and working conditions 
the 


which has, 
supported TVA for the past eight | 
months. SAG, meanwhile, told Va- 
‘prety that if the 4A’s board granis 
“it 
since five of. 
the 
different 
/hats.” SAG said if TVA gets the, 
|greenlight for negotiations it 
still the film actors who will de- 


writer. 
| j 


Jocelyn Brando to Eliot T. Ani-| 
| sof, Tarrytown, N. Y.,. April 13. | 
Bride is in cast of the Broadway | 
company of “Mister Roberts.” 

| Margery May Strauss to Stanley 
| Frederick Schneider, New York, | 
| April 18. He’s son of A. Schneider, | 
'veepee and treasurer of Columbia | 
Pictures. 

Nancy Scott to George Taylor, 
Belfast, Ireland, April 8. He's a 
legit comic; bride’s a pianist. 

Beatrice Herschkowitz to Paul 
M. Sokol, New York, April 16. 
Bride is associated with her} 
mother, Anne Hersclikowitz, in| 
theatre party agency. 

Audrey Peters to Garry Davis, 
Elisworth, Me., April 13. Bride is 
a dancer; he’s son of Meyer Davis. 
society band impressario. 





BIRTHS 


/ Mr. and Mrs. John Derek, son, 
Hollywood, April 13. Mother is 
the former Pati Behrs, film starlet; | 
father is a contract player at Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burt Tobias, 
daughter, Chicago, April 10. Fath- 
er is trumpeter in Carl Sands’ Ori- 
ental theatre orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Krupnick, 
son, New York, April 4. Father's 


with Abbey Albert band at Ter- 
race Room, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perri Salati, son. 
Pittsburgh, March 22. Father 


manages Peoples Theatre, Taren- 
tum, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Berkebile, | 
daughter, Johnstown, Pa., March 
28. Father manages Strand thea- 
tre there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Greg Garrison, son, | 
‘Chicago, April 11. Father is di- 
ivector of ABC-TV’s “Super Cir- 
cus.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Rooney, 
|son, Hollywood, April 12. Mother 
|is Martha Vickers of the screen. 
| Father is a film star. 


|. Mr. and Mrs. Mort Greene, 
daughter, Hollywood, April 12. 
Mother is Jan Wiley, actress: 


father is a songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Kovar. son, 
Hollywood, April 12. Father is a 
| cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Reardon, 
daughter, Los Angeles, April 12. 
Child is the granddaughter of E. J. 
McNamara, circulation manager of 
DAILY VARIETY. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rooney, son, 
| Mt. Kisco, N. Y., April 14. Father 
is a fiction writer and ex-actor; | 
mother, the former Helen Hardy, | 
_ was secretary to Maurice Evans. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Rudi Fehr, daugh- 
‘ter, Hollywood, April 14. Father 
‘is a film editor at Warners. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Glaser, 
aughter, New York, April 14. 
Mother is the former Merrill | 


| Towne, assistant radio ahd tele) 
| producer; father is an associate ed- 
itor of Coronet mag. 









CBS-Metro 


Continued from page 2 





| and none of those winding gestures 
by the time keeper. 


| As is customary in any fracas, it’s 
the innocent bystander who gets 
whacked. In this case it was Lux 
Radio Theatre, the best friend a | 
picture ever had. Caught in the) 
middle when tempers were flaring, | 
ithe J. Walter Thompson agency 
was forced to pull “The Bride Goes 
| Wild” with the same Johnson and | 
June Allyson and substitute Cary 
Grant and Betsy Drake in “Every | 
Girl Should Be Married,” which | 
was done last spring by Lux. Ironi- 
cal it is that Johnson and Grant 
figured in the double incident, both 
coming and going. 


Spokesmen for CBS say they 
would like to live happily with 
Metro, but they are® fearful of 
setting a precedent in allowing the 
'studie plugs moved up front or in 
the middle. Once you do it for 
Metro, they argue, the others will 
demand it and there you are. What 
M-G doesn’t understand, say the 
CBS crowd, is that the sponsor has 
something to say about where the 
credits should go. He pays the 
freight and should have a voice in 
what goes on his program. espe- 
cially when it’s out-and-out adver- 
tising for a product other than his 
sown, 


'elor had repped such 


‘cert and Artists Corp. 


OBITUARIES 





CLARENCE A. COHEN 
Clarence A: (Chick) Cohen, 52, 
former film exec, died in New York 
after a heart attack, April 12. He 
had been stricken the day before 


his home. 


{ 
i 





GORDON H. ELDRID . 
Gordon H. Eldrid, 76, former 
vaude performer, died in New 
York, April 16. Eldrid, born in 
England, spent 29 years touring 
at The Lambs, where he had made) yaude circuits both in the U. S. 


and his native country. Starting 


Cohen had been a general sales | in 1897 as an actor with a Chi- 


exhibition and operated film the- 
atres in lower New York. Il 


| health foreed him to dispose of his | 
| theatres and go to Tucson, Ariz., 


because of heart and bronchial ail- 
ments. While there he wrote a 
column for a local newspaper and 
was also a sportscaster on radio 
statien there. He returned to N. Y. 


| eight years ago and had been press 


counsel for Brunswick Mills Co. 
He had written several songs, in- 
cluding “Arizona Moon,” which 
was made the official song of that 
state. For years he had been ac- 
tive in the affairs of The Lambs. 
He was a brother of the late Sid- 


ney Cohen, prez of Independent 
Motion Picture Exhibitors’ for 
many years.- A brother and two 


sisters survive. 





WALTER F. BATCHELOR 


Walter F. Batchelor, 56, topflight 
talent agent, also legit and pix 
producer, died in New York April 
13. At time of death he was as- 
sistant casting director for 20th 
Century-Fox films. However, al- 
though inactive in the agency field 
for past several years, due to his 
production activities and  subse- 
quent post with 20th, he still main- 
tained a sizable interest in the 
Walter Batchelor Theatrical En- 
terprises, which he founded some- 
time ago, although latter has been 
operated since by Henry Dagand. 

While in the agency field, Batch- 
top talent 
as Fred Allen, Rudy Vallee, Libby 
Holman, Clifton Webb, the, late 
Helen Morgan and others. He was 
also producer of stveral Broadway 


' shows, including “Of Ali People.” 


In films he was co-producer of 
“Copacabana,” with Monte Proser., 
and “It’s In The Bag,” Fred Allen 
starrer, which he did with Jack 
Skirball. 

Wife and a daughter survive. 


JOE DUNLEVY 


Joe Dunlevy, 66, veteran 
strel and vaude performer, 
April 15 in Cincinnati. 

Starting as a soft shoe dancer in 
the summer theatre at old Chester 
Park, Cincinnati, he sprouted into 
the blackface field as a partner of 
Dan Fitch, who headed a minstrel 
troupe with which Dunlevy re- 
mained after it became J. A. Co- 
burn Minstrels. Later he joined 
the George Primrose Minstrels. 


His first vaude work was with 
the comedy act of Coakley, Han- 
vey & Dunlevy, billed as the 
‘“Mudtown Minstrels.” Switching 
to a two-act, Dunlevy teamed 
with Harry Frankel. Their part- 
nership ended when Frankel en- 
tered radio for his famed Singin’ 
Sam series for Barbasol. 

After vaude’s washup Dunlevy 
settled in Cincy and did radio and 
TV stints, his latest with Crosley’s 
WLW-T. 

He leaves a sister. 





min- 
died 





DANIEL S. TUTHILL 
Daniel S. Tuthill, 53, radio ar- 
tists’ representative and former 
general sales manager and assis- 
tant to the president of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co., died April 
14 of a heart ailment in Norwalk, 


: Conn, 


Tuthill began his career in ad- 
vertising in 1925, when he joined 
NBC. In 1941 he became executive 
vice president of the National Con- 
He estab- 
lished his own agency in 1946, 
handling radio production and ar- 


' tists. 


A member of the Radio Pioneers 


‘Club, he was a founding member 


and former director of the Adver- 
tising Club of New York. 

Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 
ter and a brother. 





MAURICE M. RUBENS 


Maurice M. Rubens, 65, one of 
the founders of Publix-Great 
States theatres and veepee of the 
company until six months ago, 
died April 13 in Joliet, Il. He was 
also president of the Royal The- 
atre Co. of Joliet. 


In 1927, he and his brother 


founded the Great States chain, 
which they soid to Balaban & 
Katz in 1933. Rubens remained as 
v.p. and director of advertising 
and publicity until his retirement 
last year. ‘urvived by wife, a 


| son, two bik ‘rs and two sisters. 


| 
} 
| 
} 


/'managér for Warner Bros. for 15|cago rep company, Eldrid wrote, 
'years and subsequently went into! produced, directed and appeared 


in vaude units until 1926. His last 
stage role was with “The Bat” on 
tour in 1926. 


Following his vaudeville exit, 


| Eldrid got a job as a guide for the 


| New York Times. 


At the time of 
his death he was still with the 
Times, serving in its circulating 
library.* 
A wife, 
vive. 


sur- 


brother and sister 





HELEN M. HANSCOM 
Helen M. Hanscom, former 
vaude and concert singer, died in 
Chicago April 10. During World 


War I she was a member of the 
Elsie Janis overseas troupe, but 
had not sung professionally for 


the past 20 years. 

She was the daughter of the late 
Charles Hanscom, former concert 
master of the Metropolitan Opera 
Co. and the late Isabelle LeMar- 
chand, noted harpist. 





MRS. HENRY FONDA 
Mrs. Frances Seymour: Brokaw 
Fonda, 42, estranged wife of 
Henry Fonda, currently appearing 
in “Mister Roberts,” suicided in a 
sanitarium at Beacon, N. Y., April 
14, where she had been undergoing 


treatment for a nervous break- 
down. 
Couple had separated some 


time ago and a divorce action was 
about to have begun when Mrs. 
Fonda suffered a nervous collapse. 


GEORGE B. GOMERSALL 


George B. Gomersall, 64, 
salesman, died April 14 in Cin- 
cinnati. For past 13 years he 
covered Kentucky for Universal 
Pictures exchange in Cincinnati 
He was a member of Variety Club 
Tent 3 and of Salesmen’s Coliseum. 

He leaves mother, a sister and 
three brothers, one of whom is Ed- 
ward T. Gomersall, former Uni- 
versal general sales manager and 
now owner of theatres in Elgin 
and Kankakee, II. 


film 





JAY A. KING 


Jay A. King, Sr., 70, former the- 
atre owner and film producer, died 
in Philadelphia April 14. At one 
time King owned theatres in the 
northeast section of Philly and 
was one of the pioneers in the 
business, working with the Lubin 
Picture Corp., when they operated 
there. ™ 

Wife and three sons survive. 





HAROLD J, CARLOCK 


Harold J. Carlock, 56, salesman 
for RKO in Albany for the past 
eight years, died April 12 in St. 
Peter's hospital there. Carlock 
was connected with the film busi- 
ness for a quarter of a century. 

A native of Paterson, N. J., he 
is survived by his wife, a son, a 
daughter, mother and two sisters. 





WILLIAM ORR 
William Orr, 67, legalite with 
Loew’s, Inc., died in New York, 
April 18. Orr, with Loew’s since 
1923, served as company’s legal 
contact for Washington, D. C. 
He was a newspaperman prior to 
joining the film company. 





JACK SWEENEY 
Jack Sweeney, 61, former sreen 
actor, died April 12 at his home in 


Hollywood. 
He was associated with Mack 


Sennett in 1916. 





C. Edward Tranter, 70. vet 
sports writer, died in Buffalo 
April 17. He was the father of 
Don Tranter, radio editor of Buf- 
falo’s Courier-Express and Jim 
Tranter, radio editor of the Buf- 
falo Evening News. 





John Koreck, 61, former bass 
violinist with the Pennsylvania 
Symphony Orchestra, died in Phi!- 
adeiphia April 14. 





(Ace) Bragunier, 47. 
14 of a heart attack 
location with Warners’ 
troupe aft 


Clarence 
died April 
while on 
“The Breaking Point” 
Newport Beach, Calif. 





Father, 72, of actress Margaret 
Sullavan, died in Norfolk, Va., 
April 11. 
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. ; - -_ \ TONY MARTIN 

S | | : for helping me break 
RECORD records. 


THANKS 
CLIFTON WEBB 


for helping me break 
theatre records 
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Direction 
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Press Relations 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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